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BRITAIN'S ‘TY MILLIONAIRES’ 








Battle of Names Again Breaking Out 
Among Five Top Miami Beach Spots 


The Diplomat Hotel in Miami+¢ 
Beach is likely to enter the name| ‘ 
talent sweepstakes there along| Episcopal Group Helps 
Lili St. Cyr Take It Off 


with the Fontainbleau, Eden Roc, 
Bakersfield, Cal., Aug. 19. 


and Americana with possibly the 
Thanks to a church group that 








to open in time for the winter sea-| 


VIEWERS LOVE 
THE ‘MESSAGES! 


By GEORGE ROSEN 





London, Aug. 19. 

| If television viewers in the United 
| States find little of an imaginative 
or exciting nature to look forwatd 





Stop-Studio-Drain Main Objective 
Of New Loew s Divorcement Idea 





? 


‘Mae West Tells All About 
Love,’ New L.A. TV Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Mae West is coming out of re- 
tirement to have a go at televi- 


Deauville joining. The new hotel 
son, is already dickering for Tony | Tallied to her defense, Lili St. Cyr | to next season, Britishers can ex- 


Martin., and is looking for other | will do her strip act at a local| pect even less. To a seasoned Yank| sion. She'll head up a nightly 10-: 


jnitery. Her engagement here was | observer, British commercial tv is! minute segment on KCOP, local 


names to round out the season. > . - 
| being cancelled when Knights of | about as pedestrian as you'll find it. | indie, and calls her program “Mae 


The Diplomat's move is hearten- 
ing to the talent offices which had 
been resigned to a leveling off of 


Columbus threatened a picket line. 


| There is, however, this differ- | 


West Tells All About Love.” An 


Episcopal church group sided | ence—in Great Britain the aver- | actor will read the letters of the 


Florida prices., However, the new | With the stripper claiming that no| age viewer dials his tv set with|lovelorn and she'll give the an- 
entry makes it a talent war all over | religious group has the right of | considerably more enthusiasm than | swers. 


censorship. So Miss St. Cyr will 
| go on and take off. 











Jones, when Oliver Presbrey be- 
comes the account executive. 

This move is said to be forerun- 
ner to (1) stepped-up campaigns on 
| major tv stations; (2) a stepped-up 
|mewspaper campaign; (3) a possi- 
ble invasion of Madison Square 


again, 
The new inn’s move to sign 
Martin has caused a flurry in Miami| 
moves to tie up talent. For exam-| ° e 
le, Harry Mufson, operator of the | 
tden Roc, is currently in New York | al © é S 
lining up names. Lee Salomon of | 
the William Morris Agency has | 
gone south to make submissions lV . 
to the various hotel owners, and in Cure for Ills: 
addition, the long distance lines| 
have been busy during the past! 9 
week or so, from both directions. | R herts $] 750 O00 
So far, activity hasn’t started to 0 a . 
break loose as yet. The ops would 
like to wait a bit longer, hoping Sky-piloting is big business or, 
that some new fresh faces will | at least, big billings for the broad- 
make their appearance. However, | casting medium, according to Oral 
the agencies aren’t willing to give | Roberts’ last year radio-tv budget 
them the time they'd like and are | of $1,750,000 via the C. F. Miller 
(Continued on page 72) agency which is understood losing 
Hospital Visits Via TV; 
Kids Can See Patients 
By Monitors in Lobby 
Minneapolis, Aug. 19. , 
same manner as Billy Graham. 
Approximately 30 hospitals) surveys have been Me en the 
throughout the nation have in-|Garden and a decision on this 
stalled gadgets manufactured by | move will be finalized in a month 
a local suburban company permit-|F 80, which in turn will cue a 
ting special hookups so that chil-| Year-in-advance saturation cam- 
dren, who aren't permitted to visit | Paign heralding the Gotham cam- 
atients’ rooms, cun be televised | P48”. 
rom the lobby. There are also spe-|_ The Miller agency opened a 
¢ial programs for patients originat- | branch office in Tulsa to service 
ing inside the hospital. | the faith-healer whose mail-order 
The systems in question combine | headquarters are in that Oklahoma 
the usual pillow-speaker with a City. His work is supported by 
new remote control set for a wall | Voluntary contributions. The ra- 
tv receiver. The patient can punch | 4i0-tv billings went $1,000,000 for 
up any of the regular tv channels | Tadio-tv time arid $750,000 for the 
as well as the hospital’s own exclu- | filmings thereof. 
sive one. ‘|. The tv outlets have been chiefly 
Hospitals installing the system | indie stations. Roberts wants im- 
usually build their own small stu- | portant Spots on the network AM- 
dio unit with camera, control panel, | TV stations. 





tape and disk players. In most in-| 
stances so far, the women’s auxili- 
aries have provided some of the 
programs, but there also are record 
programs, hospital news programs DEFI TO OSCAR LEVANT? 
and staff members’ performances. | : ¥ 7 

In the case of the children tele-| WABC-TV is giving author- 
vised from the lobby, the camera | playwright-raconteur Ben Hecht an 
is turned on the youngsters who| “intellectual variety show” and ob- 
talk with their parent-patient over | Viously shaping him as New York's 
the telephone. The parent, of | 4mswer to Oscar Levant. 


course, sees the child on his tv set. | Signed to a contract by Mike Wal-’ 


Other patients desiring to dw so |lace’s Newsmaker 


may eavesdrop so that this, too, will appear on the network owned- 
becomes a form of entertainment. 


(Continued on page 54) 





the account to Keyes, Madden & | 


Garden in the fall of ’59, in the 


WILL BEN HECHT BE N.Y.’S, 


| tions” in its name. 


| Weil, Gotshal & Manges. 


his American counterpart. On the | 
whole he likes what he sees, just | 
about to the degree that U. S. 
video fans approached the medium, 
say, five years ago. Where the 
London viewer is concerned, he 
prefers the commercial way of tel- 
evision life; in fact he seems to} 
get a kick out of the advertising 
“messages” on which the program 
contractees are growing enormous- 
ly rich (the accepted bromide here 
is a switch on the Fort Knox 
gag: get a program contract for the 
| commercial channel and you've got 
| yourself a pass key to the Bank of 
| England). 

| Thus the Val Parnell-Lew Grade- 
|sparked ATV (Associated TeleVi- 
sion); ABC Television (Associated 
British Pictures Corp.); Associated- 


Continued on page 47) 








| 


Parties for UN.’ 
As Corporation 


Albany, Aug. 19. | 

Private Entertainment for) 
United Nations Delegates Inc. 
‘is the intriguing title of a “ion- 
profit membership corporation | 
formed to “provide for, promote | 
'and organize, on a personal basis, 
opportunities for delegates to the 
United Nations end their families, 
|to meet Americans in their homes, 
| and in furtherance thereof, to ar- 
range informal parties, gatherings 
and similar social activities.” 

The corporation, which is to 
“operate in New York State and 
|elsewhere in the Unjted States,” 
with principal office in New York, 
is empowered to “do all and 
everything, including the making 
and carrying out of any contracts, | 
necessary, suitable and proper for 
the accomplishment and further- 
ance of the purposes of any of the 
powers set forth,” as may be 
authorized by law and providing 
they are within the Membership 
Corporations Law. 

Jehan De Noue, chief of proto-| 
col of the United Nations, gave) 





| 
| 
| 


|consent to the formation of the) 
Hecht, | corporation including “United Na-| Dept. has him play for the students 
sans charge to them. It was these | 
Productions, | Court Judge Arthur G. Klein ap-| students, it will be recalled, who 


State Supreme 


the certificate, 


proved filed by | 


In the early days of radio Miss 
West created a sensation with her 
dialog or the inflections thereof in 
“Adam and Eve.” She had been 
left severely alone since. It is the 
plan of KCOP to syndicate the 
tapes of her shows, 

Her real estate investments in 
the San Fernando valley have 
brought fabulous returns. 


Studios’ ‘Panic 
Caused Big Star 


Payofts—Cooper 


“Nobody has this business bot- 
tled up” is Gary Cooper's retort 





| 





By HY HOLLINGER 


A completely new plan for the 
divorcement of Loew’s Inc. into 
separate (a) production-distribu- 
tion and (b) theatre divisions, as 
required by the government's con- 
sent decree, is being mulled by the 
company. The plan, advocated and 
introduced by key members of the 
board of directors, is a marked de- 
parture from the divorcement pro- 
cedure followed previously by 
RKO, Paramount, Warner Bros. 
and 20th-Fox. At the same time, 
in the conviction of its. proponents, 
it meets all the requirements of 
the Dept. of Justice's edict. 

Basically, the idea is to spinoff 
the production-distribution setup 
rather than the domestic theatres. 
In other words, Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, consisting of the Culver 
City studio and the distribution 
arm, would become a complete and 
separate entity. On the other hand, 
Loew’s Inc. would consist of the 
domestic and foreign theatres, the 
record company, the music com- 
pany, and radio station WMGM. 
The present plan, of course, is 
merely to spinoff the domestic the- 
atre unit. 

Pressed for confirmation, Louis 
A. Green, a key stockholding direc- 
tor, acknowledged that he and his 
associate on the board, Jerome A. 


| Newman, had introduced the pro- 


to the charges that a handful of | 


male stars, of which he is one, 
dominates the industry with salary 


j 


demands because of their value at) 


the boxoffice. To what extent 
such a situation does exist, Cooper 
declared, it’s the fault of the ma- 
jor motion picture companies. 


At a Warner Bros. luncheon at | 
Sardi’s Mon. (18) for Cooper and | 


his co-star in “The Hanging Tree,” 
Maria Schell, the veteran actor ex- 


| plained that the major companies 


panicked with the advent of tele- | 


(Continued on page 11) 


JAZZ SOOTHES LATINS 
WHO PELTED NIXON 


Caracas, Aug. 19. 

“American politicians, go home: 
American jazz musicians, wel 
come.” 

That quip has some literal sig- 
nificance for the crowds turning 
out to see Woody Herman, his 17- 
piece group and singer Jeri Win- 
ters, now touring the Latin repub- 
lics via U. S. State Dept. subsidy. 
Here in Caracus he drew 15,000 
students. 

Herman is playing regular “pro- 
moted” engagements in most of 
the cities of South America but 
where there is a college the State 





gave Vice President Richard Nixon 
such a rough time not long ago. 


posal. He added that they were 
determined to push strongly for its 
adoption. Green said he would do 
everything in his power to avoid 
a proxy fight, but stressed that he 
had the “chips” if one were neces- 
sary. 

Although this method of divorce- 
ment is at odds with the systems 
used by RKO, Paramount, War- 

(Continued on page 13) 


Under-North-Pole Trin 
One-Reeler Rushed Out 
To 80 Lands by USIA 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Acting fast, the U. S. Informa- 
tion Agency has completed a one- 
reel film on the under-the-pole trip 
of the atomic-powered submarine 
Nautilus, translated it into 30 lan- 
guages and shipped it to 200 USIA 
posts in 80 countries. 

Made of both newsreel and offi- 
cial Navy film, it shows the Nau- 
tilus skipper, Cdr. William R. An- 
derson, informing the crew the in- 
stant the vessel went beneath the 
North Pole. It’s called “The Nau- 
tilus Crosses the Top of the 
World.” 

The Rickover controversy is han- 
died carefully. A storm erupted in 
Congress after Rear Adm. Hyman 
Rickover, “father” of the atomic 
sub, was snubbed at a White 
House ceremony honoring Ander- 
son. Rickover is included in the 
film, USIA said, explaining atomie 





| propulsion. 
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‘When It's Moonshine On the Volga 


By 


(Moscow Correspondent, NBC) 


You'll €o to Siteria,’ Russo TV Warns 


IRVING R. LEVINE + 


























cuestion about a patron saint 


cE» 


| Patron Saint of Pix i 


Jock Whitney and Trib 


Rumors about Ambassador 
John Hay (Jock) Whitney’s 
| further activity in the N.Y. 

Herald Tribune, in which he 
already has a $1,800,000 in- 
vestment, has reached the 


rank-and-filers, some of whom 
| are openly scouting other jobs 
with publicity departments in 


tv and radio network, the Cor- 





Moscow, Aug. a. * | = — relations outfits and 
The campaign launched y ne like. 
Nikita Khrushchev against aleohol- : ae Whitney's $7,000,000 buy of 
i Ovi jni 2 7 New Rochelle, N.Y. | parade ‘Sunday supp) keyed | 
ism im the dere Union has now Editor, VARIETY: the new reports Also reported 
ae nnegtined oot — soar the subject| Noticed in Bill Coleman's col-| that the Ambassador to Great 
Ten minute films on t ! umn in The Tablet of Aug. 9 a! Britain plans aa to bid 
are being shown at irregular in- of | Britain plans to add 


tervals on Moscow's Government- 


the movies. 








“dz d_ station. ; inthian Broadeasting Corp. 
or rtiedl eat ie oct ot drink, a}| In this connection, I think it) —— 
typical one was entitled: “Wine would be of interest to you to 5 
aii Good Sense Never are| know that Don Bosco (Si. John | (Af | S 
Fr ends.” Bosco) is already the patron saint LCGueno, n dive 

of movies in Spain. Their “Oscar” | rs) 


The all-out attack on drunken- 
ness (on which there are no statis- 
tics issued) is directed especialiy 
against moonshiners. Sentences 
of one year or more for those who 


are caught operating illegal vodka | 


becoming frequent. A 


stills are é 
recent article in Izvestia, the 
Kremlin government newspaper, | 


denounced moonshiners bec2use 
they “waste a great deal of bread, 
beets, sugar and yeast... 
as doing harm to peoples’ health.” 

That drunkenness is also being 
attacked in the armed forces was 


indicated in a piece in : Soviet 
Fleet, the Navy's publication. 
“Over indulgence in_ alcoholic) 


liquors is a dangerous phenome. | 


non in the services,” stated the 
article. “Incompatible with the 
honor and dignity of the Soviet 


soldier it breaks military discipline | 
and can lead to damaging the state | 


of military preparedness... The 
addiction to alcohol on the part 
of some army men may result in 
loss of prestige and moral corrup- 
tion 
“It should not be overlooked, 
(Continued on page 18) 


Army May Court-Martial 
Major Leonard Bailey For 
Attack On Timmie Rogers 


Wiesbaden, Aug. 19. 

Charges of assault and conduct 
unbecoming an officer have been 
lodged against Maj. Leonard V. 
Bailey, who is accused of having 
beaten Negro entertainer Timmie 
Rogers for allegedly reporting late 
for a show. Decision was made fol- 





lowing a preliminary investigation | 


of the fight which took place in an 
officers’ club at Baumholder, 40 
miles from here. Rogers suffered 
cuts, bruises and three broken ribs 
and was hospitalized for six days. 
[Vaniety first broke the story). 
The Army ordered the investiga- 
tion following a complaint by 
Rogers, and demanded compensa- 


tion for his injuries and loss of | 


work. An Army spokesman said 
that Bailey was subject to court 
martial. 

In an interview at a local hotel, 
Rogers said that he had entered 
the club at 12:02 to do a show that 
was scheduled for 13 minutes later. 
He declared that the major started 
roughing him up and when he 

(Continued on page 68) 


as well | 


is a statue of the saint. Also, Cine- 
citta, the Italian Hollywood, is un- 
der the protection of the same 
| Saint. 

Rev. Peter M. Lappin, S.D.B. 

(Editor, The Salesian Bulletin) 
(Published by the Salesians of Si! 
John Bosco). : 


CLEVELAND POLICE NIP 








Cleveland, Aug. 19. 
“Elysia,” a revived oldie about 
alleged life in a nudists’ colony, 


police prosecutor who ordered 
management of Lower Mall to de- 
lete certain scenes from picture. 

This blast by the law was be- 
lieved to be one of the first ‘clean- 
up” orders issued to a downtown 
theatre here since the Ohio censor- 
ship board had its teeth pulled by 
U.S. Supreme Court edicts. 

A police inspector, whose baili- 
wick included the theatre, blew 
the whistle. His criticisms of the 
| nudists capering over the greens- 


| ward were echoed by the police | 


| prosecutor and head of the vice 
| Squad, who charged that nine 


Bow In D.C. Spot, 
Molto Whamme 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
This is no simple peasant boy 
skyrocketed across the Atlantic by 


| 


NINE NUDIST SCENES one bestselling disk, but a died-in- 


|the-wool pro. Domenic Modugno, 
brought into Casino Royal here on 
jerest of a tidal wave of publicity, 


drew a sharp rebuke from city’s|/including a threatened law suit | 


| Capital Circuit | 
| y LIZ & LES CARPENTER 


;over threatened non-appearance, 
|lived up to the advance hoopla. 
|Even the record number of skep- 
tical newsmen, on hand for details 
| of a comic opera arrival, rather 
|than to appraise his talent, were 
| won by the singer’s surefire show- 
|manship, hep timing, and smooth 
jhandling of Italian tunes. 





| 


| 
| 


| 








‘Breaking the Bank’ Best Bally 


“Breaking the bank” is the best ballyhoo any casino would want. 
Whenever things got dull on the Riviera years ago a story period- 
ically broke from Cannes or Monte Carlo that the Dolly Sisters 
—invariably it was the Dollys—had “again” broken the bank at 
Monte Carlo. It was a surefire trailer for the Greek syndicate . 
which ran the bacearat games from Deauville to Biarritz, from 
Trouville to Cannes. But year after year Zagfrafos and his Greek 


syndicate were back there, 
dealing out the double “shoes.” 


erybody. 


summers north 


and winters south, 


Baccarat differs from chemin-de- 
fer (literally railroad train) in that the “shoe“ in the latter travels 
from player to player, as each loses control or bids out for it or 
passes. In baccarat the bank keeps control and bets against ey- 


The Las Vegas Tropicana casino’s news about “running out of 


money,” 


because of the unusual run of luck by the players, was 


capped several hours later with a report that the Chicago syndi- 
cate running the casino had put up another $500,000. Realistically, 
the rapport among the competitive de luxe hotels and casinos on 
the Strip is such that there's always more than enough to tide one 
another over, regardless of the worst run of luck against the house. 
Incidentally, when Frank Costello was shot in an abortive assas- 
sination attempt, it was revealed that he had a huge chunk if not 


complete control 


of the Tropicana casino 


A pseudo-mysterious 


figure running into $600,000, is supposed to have indicated fancy 


profits from the start. 


The.Tropicana is the newest and the hostelry on the Strip, only 
two years old. The just reoponed Stardust is merely a facelift with 


fresh coin and show policy. 





a 





Paris Natives Away on Vacation As 


Tourists Seek Nude, Naughtier Shows 








° Washington, Aug. 19. 
How much heat can wax take? 
The National Historical Wax 


His | Museum here is planning to open 


| beaucoup style and deft way with | @ “vamp room” with a series of 
|audience made the foreign lan-| figures of famous American movie 
|guage a bonanza, rather than a| Vamps: Thede Bara, Jeanne Eagles, 
barrier. | Clara Bow, Pola Negri, Jean Har- 


His 25-minute routine including low and Marilyn Monroe. 

|two encores, was cannily chosen, “One of our next expansions, 
and needed no interpreter to ex-| museum manager Earl Dorfman 
“is to show, through the 


‘scenes were far too saucy for|Plain obvious bounce, humor and | Said, 


Buckeyes. 

It did not matter a bit, they told 
the house’s owner, Bertram Lefko- 
wich, that “Elysia” had been shown 
not too long ago at a neighborhod 
theatre without drawing any com- 
plaints. They still insisted that 
a number of scenes of breasts, in- 
|cluding one shot of a married 
couple of nudists hiding behind a 
tree, were “objectionable” to the 
police mind. 

Lefkowich had his house man- 
ager clip the nine scenes, with- 
out missing a performance but 
it didn’t help business. Sensation- 
seekers figured all the education 
| was gone and stayed away in 
| droves. 


|warmth. Brief English intros 


romantic appeal. 


“Nel Blu, Dipinto Di Blu,” his 
Decca hit, is high spot of his rou- 
tine, but each of other four num- 
bers stands on own merit. He bows 
off to bravos and wisely leaves 
them shouting for more. 

Modugno and retinue of Music 
Corp. of America and the Decca 
reps were greeted at the airport 
with a $100,000 damage suit for 
| threatened cancellation of five days 
of contracted week. Singer tried 





| mature birth of his son in Rome 
(Continued on page 72) 








| 
Paris, Aug. 12. 
“Stop all this foolishness—tra- 
pezes, sacks, baby-dolls, etc. For- 
|get the headlines and give back 
dignity to Paris fashions.” These 
| were orders given to Yves Saint- 
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Paris Collections 


By LUCETTE CARON 








Laurent, the master’s (Christian 
Dior) heir, by Mesdames Ray- 
monde, Marguerite and Bricard— 
the three queen mothers of the 
Dior kingdom. 

Although confused, talented 
young Ives obeyed: he put women 
in black, gave them back lost 
waists and covered up their knees, 


throwing Seventh Avenue (which 
had just shortened every skirt) 
int fit of hysterics. A serious 


matTter—millions are at stake. 


Was it done to shock or to be 
different? Saint-Laurent merely 
said, “But it’s much smarter!” All 
other couturiers have gone for the 
short skirt, but the big question is: 
has young Saint-Laurent the au- 
thority to reverse the season's 
trend? Neiman-Marcus’ Stanley 
Marcus bets he has—he’s named 
him for the Dallas award next 
month. 

Except for the hot war of the 
hemlines—long or short—all Paris 
has succumbed to Le Style Direc- 
toire. In two weeks, no woman 
will resist hiking her belt up to 
her bust. Pix of Napoleon’s Jo- 
sephine will outsell Brigitte Bar- 
dot’s. That old troublemaker— 
the chemise—has been softened 
into graceful feminine curves with 
a high waist and room for bosoms. 
After dark, necklines drop and al- 
most meet the rising waist, like 
Josephine’s. What's left of the 
bodice in between is not worth 
mentioning. Men won't complain. 

Dior's opening was the big event. 
Could Saint-Laurent repeat? The 
seats of honor went to backer 

(Continued on page 79) 





stages of famous vamps and sirens, 


helped. Singer has a built-in flair| the changes of style in sex—the 
for comedy combined with Latin | 


evolution from the mascaraed eyes 


|and tiger skin appeal, to bobbed 
| hair and cupid lips, to—well, what 
|is it we have now anyway?” 











Dorfman, a former Baltimore 
mannikin manufacturer who felt 
he was meant for better things and 
proved it, is creator of the wax fig- 
ures which first went on display 
here March 1. More than 104,000 
tourists have visited the museum, 
currently concentrating more on 


history than sex, and paid 75c a| 


head, 50c for children under 12. 


to bow out when news of the pre- | This week, the museum moved in- 


to the 1,000-persons-a-day attend- 
ance bracket. 





Paging Kim Novak and Zsa Zsa 
Gabor! 


> 





Paris, Aug. 19. 

More than 2,000,000 Parisians 
have ankled from this big city on 
annual vacations and handed it 
over to the invading tourists, most 
of them American and German vis- 
itors. Show biz also is slumbering 
except for the spectacular, nude 
and naughtie shows which most 
visitors feel they must see. 

Museums, cafes, stores and the 
sheer gandering make up for the 
wholesale shutterings of many show 
spots. However, there is enough 
to keep anybody going continually 
for two weeks; not many stay here 
longer. 


On the nitery scene, the sleek, 
spectacular and tastefully nude 
Lido is still the kingpin, it's packed 
nearly every night. La Nouvelle 
Eve also gets oglers as does the 
new erotic show lushly produced 
at the Folies Pigalle. Other Pigalle 
fiesheries also get the curious as 
does the old Moulin Rouge with its 
savvy vaude show. 

Dinarzade has its cool garden 
and a smartly picked show for 
nightlifers while Le Sexy, Drap 
D'Or and the Crazy Horse Saloon 
lay the strip on the line, and get 
patronage accordingly. Fiddle spots 
and jazz caves also still beckon as 
do some Left Bank offbeaters and 
medieval folk song joints. 

Some light comedies are still in 
evidence among the legiters, such 
as “Love of Four Colonels,” Jean 


A Washington gift shop has|Anouilh's “The Cry of the Pea- 
stickers for lady drivers to paste | cock,” “The Bold Singer,” “Irma 
on their cars: “A Gift from Gen.| La Douce” and a couple of bou- 


Trujillo.” 





Rep. Kenneth Keating (R-NY) 
who creates the 
Congress” tv show, seen over eight 


(Continued on page 72) 





“Let’s Look | 


doir comedies. 

But, aside, from a few old oper- 
ettas, the main legit stress is on 
revues dominated by the striptease. 
These get the overflow from the 

(Continued on page 69) 
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‘When It’s Moonshine On the Volga 
You'll Go to Stheria, Russo TV Warns 


By IRVING R. LEVINE + 
(M > Correspondent, NBC) 
Moscow, Aug. 12. 
The campaign launched by 
Nikita Khrushchev against alcohol- 
Soviet Union has now 








ism in the 
spread to television. , 
Ten minute films on the subject 
are being shown at irregular in- 
tervals on Moscow's Government- 
owned and operated station. 
Pointing out the evils of drink, a 
tvpical one was entitled: “Wine 
and Good Sense Never are 
Fr ends.” 
The all-out attack on drunken- 
ness (on which there are no statis- 


is directed especialiy 


tics issued) 

against moonshiners. Sentences 
of one year or more for tiiose who 
are caught operating illegal vodka 
stills are becoming frequent. A 
recent article in Izvestia, the 


Kremlin government newspaper, | 
denounced moonshiners bec2use | 
they “waste a great deal of bread, | 
beets, sugar and yeast... as well 
as doing harm to peoples’ health.” | 

That drunkenness is also being | 
attacked in the armed forces was | 


indicated in a piece in Soviet | 
Fleet, the Navy's publication. 
“Over indulgence in _ alcoholic 


liquors is a dangerous phenome. | 
non in the services,” stated the 
article. “Incompatible with the 
honor and dignity of the Soviet 
soldier it breaks military discipline | 
and can lead to damaging the state | 
of military preparedness... The 
addiction to alcohol on the part 
of some army men may result in 
loss of prestige and moral corrup- 
tion 

“It should not be overlooked, 

(Continued on page 18) 





Army May Court-Martial — 
Major Leonard Bailey For 
Attack On Timmie Rogers 


Wiesbaden, Aug. 19. 

Charges of assault and conduct 
unbecoming an officer have been 
lodged against Maj. Leonard V. 
Bailey, who is accused of having 
beaten Negro entertainer Timmie 
Rogers for allegedly reporting late 
for a show. Decision was made fol- 
lowing a preliminary investigation | 
of the fight which took place in an 
officers’ club at Baumholder, 40 
miles from here. Rogers suffered 
cuts, bruises and three broken ribs 
and was hospitalized for six days. 
[Variety first broke the story). 

The Army ordered the investiga- | 
tion following a complaint by 
Rogers, and demanded compensa- 
tion for his injuries and loss of 
work. An Army spokesman said 
that Bailey was subject to court 


* martial 


In an interview at a local hotel, | 
Rogers said that he had entered | 
the club at 12:02 to do a show that 
was scheduled for 13 minutes later. | 
He declared that the major started 
roughing him up and when he 

(Continued on page 68) | 


























/Wwas gone and 
| droves. 


New Rochelle, N.Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Noticed in Bill Coleman's col- 
umn in The Tablet of Aug. 9 a 
cuestion about a patron saint of 
the movies. 

In this connection, I think it 
would be of interest to you to 
know that Don Bosco (Si. John 
Bosco) is already the patron saint 
of movies in Spain. Their “Oscar” 
is a statue of the saint. Also, Cine- 
citta, the Italian Hollywood, is un- 
der the protection of the same 
Saint. 

Rev. Peter M. Lappin, S.D.B 


nl 


| Patron Saint of Pix || 


| 


} 


| 
| 


(Editor, The Salesian Bulletin) | 


(Published by the Salesians of S 
John Bosco). 


CLEVELAND POLICE NIP 





Jock Whitney and Trib 


imors about Ambassador 
John Hay (Jock) Whitney’s 
further activity in the N.Y. 


Herald Tribune, in which he 
already has a $1,800,000 in- 
vestment, has reached the 
rank-and-filers, some of whom 
are openly scouting other jobs 
with publicity departments in 
tv, public relations outfits and 
the like. 


Whitney's $7,000,000 buy of 
Parade ‘Sunday supp) keyed 
the new reports. Also reported 
that the .:mbassador to Great 


Britain plans to add to his 
tv and radio network, the Cor- 
inthian Broadcasting Corp. 


“odugno, In US. 
Bow In D.C. Spot, 
Molto Whammo 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
This is no simple peasant boy 
skyrocketed across the Atlantic by 











NINE NUDIST SCENES one estseiting disk, but a died-in- 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 
“Elysia,” a revived oldie about 
alleged life in a nudists’ colony, 


drew a sharp rebuke from city’s | 


police prosecutor who ordered 
management of Lower Mall to de- 
lete certain scenes from picture. 


This blast by the law was be- 


| 
; 


lieved to be one of the first “clean- | 


up” orders issued to a downtown 
theatre here since the Ohio censor- 
ship board had its teeth pulled by 
U.S. Supreme Court edicts. 

A police inspector, whose baili- 
wick included the theatre, blew 
the whistle. His criticisms of the 


jhandling of eee . 
beaucoup style and deft way with;@ Vamp room 0 
lan-| figures of famous American movie 


nudists capering over the greens- | 


| ward were echoed by the police 


prosecutor and head of the vice 
squad, who charged that nine 


scenes were far too saucy for 
| warmth. 


helped. Singer has a built-in flair| the changes of style in sex—the 
for comedy combined with Latin | evolution from the mascaraed eyes 


Buckeyes. 


It did not matter a bit, they told | 


the house’s owner, Bertram Lefko- 
wich, that “Elysia” had been shown 
not too long ago at a neighborhod 


the-wool pro. 


Domenic Modugno, | 


brought into Casino Royal here on | 
crest of a tidal wave of publicity, | 


including a threatened law suit | 
over threatened non-appearance, 
lived up to the advance hoopla. 


Even the record number of skep- 
tical newsmen, on hand for details 
of a comic opera arrival, 


won by the singer's surefire show- 
manship, hep timing, and smooth 
Italian tunes. His 


audience made the foreign 
guage a bonanza, rather than a 
barrier. 


rather | 
than to appraise his talent, were | 


| 


His 25-minute routine including | 
two encores, was cannily chosen, | 


and needed no interpreter to ex-| Museum manager Earl Dorfman 


plain obvious bounce, humor and | 


Brief English intros 


romantic appeal. 
“Nel Blu, Dipinto Di Blu,” his 


| 
| 


theatre without drawing any com-| Decca hit, is high spot of his rou- | 


plaints. They still 


a number of scenes of breasts, in- | bers stands on own merit. He bows 


cluding one shot of a married 


off to bravos and wisely leaves 


couple of nudists hiding behind a | them shouting for more. 


tree, were “objectionable” to the 
police mind. 

Lefkowich had his house man- 
ager clip the nine scenes, with- 


| 


Modugno and retinue of Music 
Corp. of America and the Decca 
reps were greeted at the airport 
with a $100,000 damage suit for 


out missing a performance but | threatened cancellation of five days 


it didn’t help business. 


Sensation-|of contracted week. Singer tried 


seekers figured all the education |to bow out when news of the pre- 


stayed away 


in | mature birth of his son in Rome 


(Continued on page 72) 





Paris Collections 


By LUCETTE CARON 





Paris, Aug. 12. 
“Stop all this foolishness—tra- 
pezes, sacks, baby-dolls, etc. For- 
get the headlines and give back 
dignity to Paris fashions.” These 
were orders given to Yves Saint- 
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insisted that|tine, but each of other four num-| 


| 


| 


Laurent, the master’s (Christian | 


Dior) heir, by Mesdames 
monde, Marguerite and Bricard— 
the three queen mothers of the 
Dior kingdom. 

Although confused, talented 
young Ives obeyed: he put women 
in black, gave them back lost 
waists and covered up their knees, 


throwing Seventh Avenue (which 
had just shortened every skirt) 
int fit of hysterics. A serious 


matTer—millions are at stake. 
Was it done to shock or to be 
different? Saint-Laurent merely 
said, “But it’s much smarter!” All 
other couturiers have gone for the 
short skirt, but the big question is: 
has young Saint-Laurent the au- 
thority to reverse the season’s 
trend? Neiman-Marcus’ Stanley 
Marcus bets he has—he’s named 


Ray- | 


him for the Dallas award next | 


month. 

Except fox the hot war of the 
hemlines—long or short—all Paris 
has succumbed to Le Style Direc- 
toire. In two weeks, no woman 
will resist hiking her belt up to 
her bust. Pix of Napoleon’s Jo- 
sephine will outsell Brigitte Bar- 
dot’s. That old troublemaker— 
the chemise—has been softened 
into graceful feminine curves with 
a high waist and room for bosoms. 
After dark, necklines drop and al- 
most meet the rising waist, like 
Josephine’s. What's left of the 
bodice in between is not worth 
mentioning. Men won’t complain. 

Dior's opening was the big event. 
Could Saint-Laurent repeat? The 
seats of honor went to backer 

(Continued on page 79) 





Breaking the B 


— 


ank Best Bally 


. 

“Breaking the bank” is the best ballyhoo any casino would want. 
Whenever things got dull on the Riviera years ago a story period- 
ically broke from Cannes or Monte Carlo that the Dolly Sisters 
—invariably it was the Dollys—had “again” broken the bank at 


Monte Carlo. It was a surefire 


which ran the 


trailer for the Greek syndicate . 


bacearat games from Deauville to Biarritz, from 


Trouville to Cannes. But year after year Zagfrafos and his Greek 


syndicate were back there, sum 
dealing out the double “shoes.” f 
fer (literally railroad train) in tha 


mers north and winters south, 
Baccarat differs from chemin-de- 
t the “shoe“ in the latter travels 


from player to player, as each loses control or bids out for it or 
passes. In baccarat the bank keeps control and bets against evy- 
erybody. 

The Las Vegas Tropicana casino’s news about “running out of 


money,” because of the unusual 


run of luck by the players, was 


capped several hours later with a report that the Chicago syndi- 


cate running the casino had put u 
the rapport among the competitiv 
the Strip is such that there’s alwa 


p another $500,000. Realistically, 
ye de luxe hotels and casinos on 
ys more than enough to tide one 


another over, regardless of the worst run of luck against the house. 


Incidentally, when Frank Costellc 
sination attempt, it was revealed 
complete control of the Tropica 


» was shot in an abortive assas- 
that he had a huge chunk if not 
na casino. A pseudo-mysterious 


figure running into $600,000, is supposed to have indicated fancy 


profits from the start. 
The. Tropicana is the newest an 


d the hostelry on the Strip, only 


two years old. The just reoponed Stardust is merely a facelift with 


fresh coin and show policy. 








=» 








Paris Natives Away on Vacation As 


Tourists Seek Nude, Naughtier Shows 





Capital Circuit 
=—By LIZ & LES CARPENTER 


° Washington, Aug. 19. 
How much heat can wax take? 
The National Historical Wax 

Museum here is planning to open 
’ with a series of 


vamps: Thede Bara, Jeanne Eagles, 
Clara Bow, Pola Negri, Jean Har- 
low and Marilyn Monroe. 

“One of our next expansions, 


said, “is to show, through the 
stages of famous vamps and sirens, 


and tiger skin appeal, to bobbed 
hair and cupid lips, to—well, what 
is it we have now anyway?” 

Dorfman, a former Baltimore 
mannikin manufacturer who felt 
he was meant for better things and 
proved it, is creator of the wax fig- 
ures which first went on display 
here March 1. More than 104,000 
tourists have visited the museum, | 
currently concentrating more on | 
history than sex, and paid 75c a/| 
head, 50c for children under 12. 
This week, the museum moved in- 
to the 1,000-persons-a-day attend- 
ance bracket. 








Paging Kim Novak and Zsa Zsa | 
Gabor! 

A Washington gift shop has 
stickers for lady drivers to paste 
on their cars: “A Gift from Gen. | 
Trujillo.” | 





Rep. Kenneth Keating (R-NY) | 
who creates the “Let’s Look at} 


Congress” tv show, seen over eight | 
(Continued on page 72) | 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

More than 2,000,000 Parisians 
have ankled from this big city en 
annual vacations and handed it 
over to the invading tourists, most 
of them American and German vis- 
itors. Show biz also is slumbering 
except for the spectacular, nude 
and naughtie shows which most 
visitors feel they must see. 

Museums, cafes, stores and the 
sheer gandering make up for the 
wholesale shutterings of many show 
spots. However, there is enough 
to keep anybody going continually 
for two weeks; not many stay here 
longer. 

On the nitery scene, the sleek, 
spectacular and tastefully nude 
Lido is still the kingpin, it’s packed 
nearly every night. La Nouvelle 
Eve also gets oglers as does the 
new erotic show lushly produced 
at the Folies Pigalle. Other Pigalle 
flesheries also get the curious as 
does the old Moulin Rouge with its 
savvy vaude show. 

Dinarzade has its cool garden 
and a smartly picked show for 
nightlifers while Le Sexy, Drap 
D'Or and the Crazy Horse Saloon 
lay the strip on the line, and get 
patronage accordingly. Fiddle spots 
and jazz caves also still beckon as 
do some Left Bank offbeaters and 
medieval folk song joints. 

Some light comedies are still in 
evidence among the legiters, such 


|as “Love of Four Colonels,” Jean 
| Anouilh’s “The Cry of the Pea- 


cock,” “The Bold Singer,” “Irma 
La Douce” and a couple of bou- 
doir comedies. 

But, aside, from a few old oper- 
ettas, the main legit stress is on 
revues dominated by the striptease. 
These get the overflow from the 

(Continued on page 69) 
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Dividends Down 
1958 Vs. 1957 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Latest Commerce Dept. figures 
on dividends paid by film and 
theatre companies continue ad- 
verse, compared to a year ago. 


During the first seven months of 
1958, dividends amounted to $13,- 
281,000, against $16,353,000 for the 
same period in 1957. | 

In July, the month specifically 
covered by the new report, divi- 
dends totalled $1,110,000. In July 
1957, they were $1,824,000. 

The report includes all com-| 
panies paying dividends which are 
included in public records. 





For the month of July, the fol-; _ 


lowing companies were the only | [Ve | Disney’s 10c Quarterl 
ones included in public records as Film Stock Gear The bod of Sent = 
having paid dividends in either or 9 


both 1957 and 1958, with the 
amounts paid: | 
American Broadcasting - Para- | 
mount Theatres, none in 1958; ! 
$1,126,000 in 1957. 
Chesapeake Industries Inc., | 


$121,000 in 1958; none in 1957. 
Columbia Pictures, none in 1958, 
$328,000 in 1957. 
District Theatres, none in 1958; 
$15,000 in 1957. 


National Theatres Inc., $346,- 
000 in 1958; none in 1957. 
Republic Pictures Corp., $100,- | 


000 in both 1958 and 1957. 

Universal Pictures Co., $408,000 
in 1958; $255,000 in 1957. 

Walt Disney Productions, $135,- 
000 in 1958; none in 1957. 

The Commerce Department cau- | 
tioned that a single month’s figures 
do not in all cases reflect an ac- | 
curate picture of dividends. 





John Van Druten Estate 
Sits in at the Pre-Trial | 


4 ‘ ’ 
Hearings on ‘Anatomy’ 

Representing the estate of the | 
late playwright John Van Druten, | 
attorney Grayce Smith of Spar & 
Smith flies today to New York to 
sit in on a pre-trial examination of 
Ian McKenzie whose St. Martin's 
Press -figures in the Carlyle-Seven | 
Arts legal hassle over rights to 
“Anatomy of a Murder.” 

The Robert Traver best-seller 
novel was stage adapted by Van 
Druten. Both Seven Arts and Otto 
Preminter’s Carlyle Productions 
clsim rights to film the work. Suits 
and counter-suits have been filed 
and, after depositions are taken 
this week, a court hearing will be 
held next week. 

In addition to repping the es- 
tate, Miss Smith will also confer 
with other producers on various 
matters. 








OFF-THE-LOT A LOT 


Three of Metro’s Four Now 


Rolling on Location | 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Typical of the trend today to 
shoot on location as much as possi- 
ble is the situation at Metro. With | 
four pictures rolling this month, | 
three will be filmed almost entire- | 
ly away-from the studio. 

“Some Came Running,” Sol C. 
Siegel production with Vincente 
Minnelli directing, rolled last week 
(11) in Madison, Ind., wifh Vincente | 
Minnelli directing, and will be on | 
the mid-western location at least | 
three weeks, returning to the lot! 
only for some interiors and wind 
up. | 

Alfred Hitchcock's still untitled 
production, starring Cary Grant | 
and Eva Marie Saint, rolls Aug. 25, | 
with locations planned in New York | 
and the mid-west. Just added to | 
this month’s schedule is fiarl Tun- | 
berg’s “The Blessing,” with a| 
screenplay by Tunberg from the | 
Nancy Mitford novel, to star Deb- | 
orah Kerr, Rossano Brazzi and | 
Maurice Chevalier, Jean Negules-| 
co will direct in France and Eng-| 
land. 

Only Metro production shooting 
on the home lot to start this month 
is Albert Zugsmith’s middle-budg- 
eter, “Night of the Quarter Moon,” 
an exploitationer which Hugo 
Haas is directing. 


|dio equipment, 


|tion picture projectors, 


= 
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‘Rising Equities Despite 


DEPRE 


‘Bad Times’ 


SION’ 


LONG-HAUL DATA 
FAVORS FILMS 


1958 Total 





1950 1958 1950-58 Value 1 Share Value Percent 

Company Book value Book value Dividends Boughtin’50 Increase _ Increase (Recent Variety story related 
Paremeent ... 2.0566 ree 38.45 16.00 54.45 26.56 96 motion picture shares on the New 
Par (after capital transactions)*. 27.89 61.45 16.00 77.45 49.56 178 York Stock Exchange jumped more 
Pe Sere ore 15.0 25.73 5.40 31.13 16.04 117 than 27% in value since the be- 
ooo oikn wasn ba Oak. 0 Gcoters + 6.85 10.56 2.15 12.71 5.86 85 qinning of the current year. Of 
Pi piboeceperwedseawe™ 15.07 16.36 9.75 26.11 11.04 72 all industries represented on the 
CEE So. bGebh0000e00eeemas 18.07 26.88 4.73 31.61 13.54 75 big board, the picture business had 
EE eee eee 729.96 33.87 3.70 38.57 8.61 29 a lofty third-place position. ) 
EL incsishadddatige in dices 30.33 35.23 7.90 43.13 12.80 42 i 
MOTE occ Ee eee ee 27.38 26.15 8.93 35.08 7.70 27 By GENE ARNEEL 





(*This refers to deals consummated in 1958, particularly the film library sale which will bring 


the company up to $50,000,000 in long-term revenue.) 


(In instances where previously-integrated companies are referred to the figures concern pro forma 


operations as indicated by *.) 


Walt Disney Productions has 
declared a quarterly cash 
dividend of 10c per share on 
company’s common stock. 

Payable Oct. 1, 1958, to 
stockholders of record Sept. 
pe & 














TRIB’S BIGGEST LISTING 


‘Downbeat’ Chicago Buys 21 
Columns In Directory 











‘, | 
Washington, Aug. 19. 
Climb of 7°—representing ap- 
proximately $1,400,000 more 
money—is the story of United 
States exports of motion picture | t 
films and equipment during the a re u 
first six months of 1958 when set 
against the same period of 1957. | T P M $ 
A new Census Bureau compila- | t 
tion of preliminary figures dis-| 0 ul ore 
closes that motion picture film and | 
equipment exports during the first | 
half of this year added up to $21,- ar 
726.492, while the value during the 
corresponding period last year was | ‘ 
$20,313,150. | In addition to the hefty coin 
Taken alone, exports of motion | coming in from Music Corp. of 
picture equipment was 9 percent | America on a long-haul basis for 
higher for January-June 1958, | its film library, Paramount is due 
against a year earlier. The largest to collect around $5,000,000 from 
increase in the group was in 8-mm. | the J. Arthur Rank organization in 
sation iver comtanee, ond on. | a ag ag, “ 
Nathan D. Golden, chief of the di-| s presents purchase 
— handling pm —_ a. oe involved Z ~— = ~ o 
ev were up from $991,2 o | theatres some time ago. Par hasn 
$1,203,522. | entered the coin in its books as yet 
Orher tates turned up bn the ore rte a tees ae 
r are as follows: ; 
“Saeed motion picture film | However, transfer of the British 
(rewstock) exports amounted to | P0unds to Yankee dollars expected- 
71 320 : | ly will begin in the current second 
71.320.520 linear feet, valued at half of thi That i i 
$7,752,455, in the first half of 1958. | "8 ce ree. he a et 
During the same period the year par in — tated will be forth- 
before, there were 260,366,424 C™ing before next Jan. 1. 
linear feet valued at $7,018,835. 
Exports of exposed motion pic-| 
ture feature films, both 35-mm. 
and 16-mm., amassed 168.789.332 
linear feet, valued at $6.103.298 in 
1958. In the first half of 1957, the pom 
figures were 173,753.729 linear | icago, Aug. 19. 
feet, valued at $6,097,966. The no-| Notwithstanding depopulatioy of 
table 1958 one ae Drags in 35-mm. — houses in Windy City, Chicago 
and over negative film. ribune set a record in its Aug. 8 
Total exports of all types of mo- editions for motion picture direc- 
tion picture equipment, including tory advertising. Gazette carried 
cameras, projection, a stu- over 21 columns of pic blurbs from 
during January-| 170 Chi and vicinty theatres. 
June 1958 reached a value of $7.-| Volume was the biggest for any 
870,739, compared to exports in the | weekday in the Trib’s history. 
first half of 1957 valued at $7.196.- | 
349. Increases were shown in €X-| Gardett Films Inc. has been au- 
ports of 8-mm. and 35-mm. M0-' thorized to conduct a motion pic- 
tion picture cameras, 5 = ture business in New York. John 
theatre | Jrwin Dugan was filing attorney. 
sound and projection equipment, | Directors are: Garvin P. Kiernan, 
motion picture screens and studio Richard A. Mathews and Thomas 
equipment. | A. McCarthy, all Manhattan. 








Investors in motion picture com- 
panies, who have been “in” on a 
long-haul basis, have gotten a sur- 
prisingly ood shake for’ the 
money. Paramount. et al., have 

ae : been fiscally frisky since 1950 when 

° the new era was entered, i.e., when 

ff the divorcement of domestic the- 

ore X Ice, | atres from production-distribution 

|} was gotten underway. 

Tre ° 9 And durirtg the so-called “dark” 

years that followed—those marked 

And Discussion by declining boxoffice revenue and 

uncertainties in production and 

corporate affairs—most of these 

same outfits have gottem wealth- 
ier. 

Book values of principal com- 
| panies have gone up with the one 
|exception of Loew’s, which fell 
| slightly from $27.38 per share to 
$26.15. But the investor who turn- 
ed to Loew’s still hasn't lost out, 
for considering dividends paid 
|}over the time span, the value of 
one share bought in 1950 increased 
27%, or $7.70. 

Loew's, the exception, has had 





Motion picture attendance was 
up better than 5° for the July 
period ending July 19, over the 
same period last year, according 
to Sindlinger & Co.’s research. 

The business analysts said that 
attendance during the July, 1958, 
period was 68,818.00 compared to 
65,248,000 for 1957 in a compara- 
ble period. Sindlinger said if the 
upward trend continues, July, 
1958, wili exceed last year by a 
wide margin. 

Sindlinger also reported in-'| 





ereased “discussion”. of films with | couple of yeara "Consider the 
Bridge on the River Kwai.”| others, such as Par. This outfit’s 
“God's Little Acre,” “The Vik- | hook value has shot u 
eS a p to $61.45 
te » ag 3 hp J — og |per share from $27.89 eight years 
eacher's Pet,” most discussed. {ago The value of one share 
= - in 1950 has risen by 178%. 
’ ° e value referred to is indi- 
Sec y for Entertainment cated by the excess of assets 
. ’ over liabilities. It fluctuates as 
Details What Italy S$ retained earnings go up and down, 
| aS assets are built up or dissipated 
Film Industry Needs and, of course, with the conserva- 
sik Alc: be ne liberalness shown by 
; . 19. corporatio - 
Son tenn Comoe derket | con" ations in bookkeeping en 
as a solution to several of the| Book value sometimes is, some- 
Italian film industry’s current and | times is not, an influence ‘on the 
past difficulties was pointed out} trading value of a particular com- 
here this week by Egidio Ariosto, | pany's stock on the open market, 
the new State Undersecretary for) American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Entertainment, in his first public| Theatres is trading at the $20 
declaration since his recent nomi- | level, whereas the book value per 
nation. {share is $16.36. On the other 
According to Ariosto, the neces-| hand, Par Pictures is trading at 
sary extension of current co-pro-| $42, or substantially short of its 
duction agreements within the | $61.45 book value. 
Common Market framework will; Accompanying chart shows the 
allow the local industry to enjoy a! progress of the film outfits. Ex- 
wider guaranteed public than here- cluded are Universal, which is 


| tofore. This, he argues, will also | now almost entirely owned by 


help channel the recent “artistic | Decca, and United Artists, which 
disorientation” (which he termed became a public ownership opera- 
common to the cinema all over the | tion only recently. 

world) back to normalcy via the; 


wider audience taste range made | 


: ‘ . se ‘ ’ 
© the continental amal ‘Adler Soft-Answers Lady, 
Technically, the Italian industry | Who Claims 20th’s ‘Inn’ 
Distorts Her Real Life 


is now cmpletely efficient with | 
its 58 sound stages, its 13 labora- 

Charges by Gladys Aylward, a 
|missionary whose life is depicted 


tory and processing plants, its own 
rawstock factory, and other com- 
jin 20th-Fox’s “The Inn of the Sixth 
,| Happiness,” that she had never 

















Closed-Circuit Estimate: 500 G’s 


[ Bout Not a ‘Natural’ Draw | 








plementary services, which allow 
(Continued on page 11) 
|/seen the script, that her life had 
been distorted and that she thought 
it was a bad film immediately 
| brought a reply from Buddy Ad- 
ler, 20th production chief. 
Adler stated that Miss Aylward 
“is one of the great women of mod- 











The show biz adage that has al-|dled and promoted the closed-tv 
most become a cliche—‘“if you've | event. 
got the attraction, the public will| The Variety estimate is strongly 
turn out” — also goes for closed- | disputed by Irving B. Kahn, presi- 
circuit telecasts. Floyd Patterson- dent of TelePrompter, who claims 
Roy Harris championship fight that the gross “will approach $1,- 
Monday (18) night was “ro star | 000,000” and that his company will 
value.” Result was a disappoint-| break even or emerge with a slight 
ing 20% to 50% of capacity in the profit. It proves, according to 
147 situations in 133 cities. | Kahn, that a less than ‘blockbuster 

Spot-checks from VARIETY cor- attraction can be built into b.o. 
respondents and comments of cir- event with the proper promotion, 
cuit operators and individual thea- | Theatremen, although disap- 
tremen point to an estimated over- pointed with the b.o. outcome, still 
all gross of $500,000, which is con- asserted that it was worthwhile 
siderably below that of the $1,400,-; booking the attraction, if only to 
000 gross achieved by the Ray Rob- maintain the continuity of theatres 
inson-Carmen Basilio bout last | as the site for championship tele- 
March. For the most part, official | casts. 
figures have been withheld by in- Scattered reports indicate that 
dividual theatres at the urging of pe N. YY. metropolitan area 
TelePrompter Corp., which han-! chalked up 40% of capacity, Chi- 








|ern times and that is exactly how 
cago 37%, Texas between 55% and|we have portrayed her.” He 
60%, Northern California about| pointed out that the picture was 
50%. One national theatre chain|based on Alan Burgess’ book, 
is said to have tallied only 21% | “Small Woman,” which, he noted, 
for theatres outside of New York. | “was based on Miss Aylward’s life 
In Washington the b.o. result was| and which was fully approved by 
reported as the slowest for any | her.” 
closed-tv bout. The 20th production topper 
The agreement between Tele-| added that Isobel Lennart’s screen- 
Prompter and theatres called for| play had captured the “spirit” of 
a 50-50 split of the gross, although | Miss Alyward’s “sacrifices and 
it’s understood that some theatres| achievements.” Adler declared 
have a “right of review” clause in|that the company is sure that 
their contracts. On the basis of | “when Miss Aylward sees the com- 
the 50-50 split, TelePrompter and | pleted motion picture she will find 
the theatres would receive about| nothing that will not meet with 
$250,000 each. TelePrompter paid| her full approval. He pointed out 
$210,000 for the closed-tvy rights. |that Burgess had indicated that 
Theatremen feel that the result|the film captures the life of Miss 
might have been more let down if | Aylward “as I wrote about it.” 
Kahn hadn't put on such a strong| Ingrid Bergman portrays Miss 
(Continued on page 22) Aylward in the film. 
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4 PICTURES VARIETY 1958 
20th Century Fund On Antitrust Now York Sound a 


In Film Biz: Fractured Triumph 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY + 


Tendencies toward monopoly 
characterize many American indus- 
tries and attempts to strangle busi- 
ness rivals are chronic. This is the 
gist of the new two-volume book, 

Antitrust Policies,” subsidized by 
the 20th Century Fund and written 
by Prof. Simon ‘N. Whitney of 
NYU, analyzing 20 U.S. industries. 

An advance glimpse at the chap- 
ter on motion pictures constitutes 
fascinating prose for those familiar 
with this inverted pyramid bal- 
anced in the perspective of time 
upon the 299-seat nickleodeon. The 
point comes ciear again that the 
film industry began life as a 
“Trust” and has ever since been 
one long danse macbre between 
Little Red Riding Hood and the 
wolf in grandma’s cap. 

In 1910 that first “Trust” set up 
General Film and acquired 68 film 
exchanges. “As many more of all 
sizes folded up or were driven 
out of business. The owner of the 
sole remaining exchange, William 
Fox, began making his own pic- 
tures and purchased, pictures to se- 
cure an outlet—thereby pioneering 


the integration pattern of the next | 


four decades.” 
Antitrust, Circa 1912 


Whitney brings out that the first 
Government antitrust suit in the 
film industry came as early as 1912 
(against the Motion Picture Patents 
Co.). 
Commission filed a complaint vs. 
Famous Players-Lasky and _ this 
translated into “cease and desist” 
in 1927. 

20th Century Fund writer traces 
“a series of proceedings to estab- 
lish a free market in exhibition of 
films” starting in 1925. “After 10 
years of theatre suits, the Dept. 
of Justice decided on a broader 
attack.” This led to the first Para- 
mount consent decree which pre- 
ceded the later and much tougher 
decree which finally knocked as- 
under the studio-theatre partner- 
ships. The second consent of May 


1948 is now “the law of the land” | 
for the U.S. film industry and the} 


better part of the long chapter 
in the Whitney work proceeds to 
examine the impact of this sweep- 
ing application ¢~ antitrust. 

“Product shortage” is one side- 
result of consent, a consequence de- 
plored by exhibitors. That some 
exhibitors have lived to look back 
in nostalgia on block booking 
is noted, Whitney quoting one 
VARIETY caption: . 

TOA: Recret THat DIvoRcE; 

Yen Otp Days or Stupio Ties 

(Even the Stagehands Union 
[IATSE] has lately sighed out loud 
for block-booking and has won- 
dered if consent and unemployment 
of its members did not have an 
affinity.) 

Whitney examines the rise in 
rental terms, the debate over bid- 
ding, the lengthening of first-runs 


to the detriment of subsequent 
playoffs, Allied’s wistful recourse 
to, and little satisfaction from, 


the Senate’s Small Business Com- 
mittee, the altered size and nature 
of theatre circuits. 

Author sums up: 

“In brief, attempts by a single 

company to monopolize the mo- 
tion picture industry have been 
defeated by competition, with 
relatively minor aid from the 
antitrust laws; and the effects of 
the 1948 divorcement decree 
against the dominant group have 
been mixed; a rigid pattern of 
control has been abolished and 
independent theatres have won 
the right to show features sooner; 
but this plunge into a free mar- 
ket has given them a new ap- 
preciation of the advantages of 
integration; and the benefits to 
the public have been uncertain 
and, at best, moderate.” 

Films get 50 pages with charts in 
this new volume. The _ closely- 
packed data and the systematic re- 
telling of industry history may rep- 
resent the best distillation of two 
tortured generations of operations 
to be published in handy scholarly 
form. Entertainment attorneys and 
executives, not to overlook the 
leaders of the exhibitor bodies, 
will want to read the full text. It's 
a birds-eye view of the antitrust 
terrain. 





Harvey Rapp, 18-year-old-son of 
Fabian city manager | 


Phil Rapp, 


in Schenectady, will enter 


Rochester University in Septem- 


ber, taking a pre-medical course. 


In 1921 the Federal Trade 






A 


’ Antitrust: ‘All Yanks Favor It!’ 


Sea. <r ee aS 

Alone among the countries of the western world practicing capital- 
ism, the United States has antitrust laws, originally enacted some 65 
years ago and several times since then supplemented and strengthened. 
The 20th Century Fund, set up by the late Boston merchant, Edward 
A. Filene, has now financed a two-volume study of antitrust in prac- 
tical operation within 20 different American industries. 

The Fund finds that citizens of this country are “nearly unanimous” 
in approval of antitrust policies “even though the precise results are 
extremely difficult to measure.” Prof. Simon N. Whitney of NYU au- 
thored the new $10 work: “Antitrust Policies.” Motion pictures is one 
of the areas analyzed. These include: 


Meat Petroleum Chemicals 

Steel Paper Bituminous Coal 
Automobiles Cotton Cast Iron Pipe 
Tobacco Anthracite Aluminum 
Shoes Films Tin Cans 

Farm Gear Corn Refining Cement 
Pullman Cars Insurance 





Author Whitney establishes that “one fronic effect of our antitrust 
|laws is that progress often results from attempts to outwit them. Three 
| specific effects upon the American economy are set forth, in this lan- 
| guage: 

j (1) 

| “An important contribution . 
the ‘cartelizing’ of American industry along European lines. Experi- 
ence before the Sherman Act and at times of lax enforcement shows 
| that even in a competitive country sellers may establish ‘pools’ (for- 
| mally or informally) to fix prices, set quotas on production, or other- 
| wise control competition . . . Arrangements of this sort are likely to 
| disintegrate before very long as one or more members decide to re- 
jsume competition, but the antitrust laws make it possible to break 
them up swiftly and certainly.” 





(2) 

“Without the antitrust laws there would doubtless be more attempts 
to create monopolies, by merger or otherwise. Competition from out- 
| side firms, from newcomers and from substitute products might eventu- 
ally whittle away the monopolist’s share of the market, but this process 
may be forestalled by quick action of the antitrust agencies. 

“Following the gigantic merger movement of the late 1890s, against 
which it failed entirely, the Sherman Act developed into a real barrier 
to consolidations intended to put firms in a dominating position in their 
industry; it remained so even during the decades when the Clayton 
Act prohibition of less sizable mergers was a dead letter. Since 1950, 
when the law was strengthened, mergers, while more numerous than 
ever, have in most cases either combined small companies or involved 
product or geographic diversification. One has to go back before 1911 
to find attempts at monopolization like these promoted by J. P. Mor- 
| gan & Company in the steel and harvester industries, those of the 
| du Ponts, the Rockefeller group, the Dukes and Durant in powder, oil, 
tobacto and automobiles, or those in corn products and paper.” 

(3) 

“Antitrust laws help maintain both equality of opportunity and free- 
dom of entry in industry—a never-ending struggle in which there are 
bound to be defeats along with successes.” 


Loews Active; 


' 


‘Middle East, I Love You’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

The Middle East crisis is 
prodding the imaginations in 
Hollywood, and Samuel Fuller 
has registered with MPAA 
eight titles centering around 
the current headlines. 

Titles are “Action in the 


Could There Be 
New Proxy War? wisi! sos Sut 


Recent flurry of buyi | Iran,” “The Fires of Iraq,” 
- . uying in) rhe Lady from Lebanon,” 


Loew's Inc. shares touched off a| “Strangers in Lebanon,” “They 
series of rumors and speculation | Met in Jordan” and “Thunder 
about the company tn Wall Street Over the Middle East.” 

| circles—not excluding the posst- Another Middle East title 
bility that the company may be fac- follows Fuller s in MPAA list- 
ing a new proxy fight. Activity in| !ng—it's Warner Bros. cartoon 
Loew's shares was especially pro-| _ivision’s “Hare-Abian Nights. 
nounced on Tuesday, "Wednesday — 
and Thursday of last week when 

the stock was listed among the L. A. to N. Y. 
most traded on the Big Board. A Greg Bauizer 

total of 125,600 shares was traded Hans Conreid 

in the three-day period. It saw Stanley Donen 

Henry Ephron 




















| the stock reach a new high for the 
year, hitting 19 at one point. 


| According to Wail Streeters, the| Fred Hifi 

| trading represented scattered buys George Jestel 
|from different brokers. However,| Danny Kaye 
one brokerage firm is said to have Gene Kelly 


picked up 80,000 shares and an- 
| other 50,000. One report had it 
that the purchases were made by 
| friends of Louis A. Green, a mem- 
ber of the board of directors who 
with Jerome A. Newnin, another 
director and chairman of the fi- 
nance committee, hold a substan- 
tial stock interest in the company. 
Between them Green and Newman 
own some 180,000 shares. 

| Green, a partner in the Wall St. 
firm of Stryker & Brown, is said 
to be able to call on a total of 
2,000,000 shares if he required 
| them in any showdown with the 
management. However, financial 
|men who know Green insist that 
| he would do everything possible to 
‘avoid a proxy tiff. 

“I' don’t think there will be a 
| proxy fight,” declared Green when 
|/reached over the weekend, “I 


| (Continued on page 79) 


Hope Lange 
Don Murray 
Ernest Platt 
Chris Schenkel 
Abe Schneider 
Elena Verdugo 


» New York to Europe 
Brian Aherne > 
Albert Deane 
Zel deCyr 
Ted Howard 
George. Jessel 
Jerome Lawrence 
Richard Morse 
J. J. Shubert 
John Shubert i 
Peggy Simon 
Leo Van Munching 
Joseph Pincus 
Kirk Wood 





.. has been to set up a barrier against [ 





Hollywood has in the past had leading ladies almost as 


foun 
12-year-old heroine of a new novel called “Lolita,” an he 


but this is one work 


| which will positively defy “clean up” since it’s the romance of the 12- 


year-old “nymphet” and a 40-year-old gent who is a bit “obsessed.” 
Book's expected to be a bestseller on word-of-mouth. Author is Vladi- 
mir Nabokov. 

Showman-industrialist Harry E. Gould’s closeup on the Polio Gala 
at Monte Carlo last week: “While it's all absolutely breathtaking and 
the decorations so beautiful you gape in awe, the shows are invariably 
over long. Being an outdoor setup we've noticed that this. as with all 
Riviera charity galas, is so crowded that the waiters can't move and 
the audience is uncomfortable; also because they're so dressed up and 
stiff they don't applaud. The acts, therefore, feel they haven't gone 
over. Jane Powell, featured, is good and they liked her but the bang- 
up job for the audience was a noisy combo like The Platters, colored 
group, quite good, but of course we have so many of them in the 
States... At the gala Jack Warner lost but Jack Hylton called me 
two days to tell me he had been with Warner to the Palm Beach Ca- 
sino in Cannes where Jack won 20,000,000 francs ($47,000) and J. L. 


was supposed to.,have dinner with Hylton. As you know he | Warner) 
drove home at 60 or 80 miles an hour—the local reports differ—anq 
hit a truck and at this writing is on the critical list and may not live. 
This is the kind of life (????) on the Riviera, but it is not for me. Art 
Buchwald is here writing a story about people who own villas or rent 
villas, people who own yachts or rent yachts, and people who live in 
hotels. The idea is that the feller who rents a yacht then has the prob. 
lem of getting people to come aboard and cruise, but most of the yachts 
never leave the harbor because if they were out to sea no one would 


know the lessee had a yacht; and the same thing is true with the pre- 
tenders who do the rented villa bit, namely trying to get guests to come 
over. The Riviera rovers prefer to stay on the beach, do the lobby and 
fancy eatery routine and make with the casions at night.” 


Warner Bros. publicity manager Myer P. Hutner is convinced that 
the wind stirred up by the WB bally men for the Miami opening of 
“Wind Across the Everglades” drove off Hurricane Cleo 20th-Fox 


publicity manager Ira Tulipan and his wife back from a six-week tour 
jof Europe... 

| Jerome Beatty Jr. has an elaborate feature think piece lead for the 
| Saturday Review this week ‘Aug. 23), detailing the whole business 
|about Ernest Heminugway restraining Esquire from celebrating its 25th 
}anni with an anthology inclusive of three of his 1938 short stories out 





lof Madrid . . . Hemingway asserts a right to revise constantly exer- 
|cised in the past. as Beatty points out, by such authors as Henry James, 
| George Moore, Mark Twain but a right distasteful to publishers who 


|\like to buy “all rights in perpetuity.” It’s a practice broken down pret- 


lty much in recent years by the Authors League of America hich 
wishes each right “unbundled” for separate lease. Hemingway's 1938 
|earelessness in not recovering his reprint rights from Esquire. as 
| checked by Beatty, is exactly the neglect of their interests by mem- 
bers which the League rails against .. . this argument is somewhat 


academic in the film studio area, where early practice was to take all 
rights, though Rex Beach pioneered for separate time-limit lease and 
his “The Spoilers” has resultantiy had five separate film remakes. each 
time for a new fee to Beach or his estate . . . The late Kenneth Rob- 
erts was perhaps the canniest novelist in dealing wih Hollywood 

not only did the rights revert to him after 10 years, but all existing 
prints . . . Roberts sold “Northwest Passage” to Metro with the con- 
tractual stipulation that the title had to be used, could not be changed 
... the studio realized later that it had used only half the material 
for its screen version but, could not use remaining half separately be- 
cause of the title warranty proviso. 

UA’s Paris meeter-greeter Francis S. Winikus wrote an Anni piece 
for Varrety on the wear-and-tear of being a Grover Whalen for visit- 
ing VIPs and looks for a little respite when he shifts to UA'’s London 
base before the end of the year. 


Sunday (17) was 50th anniversary of screening of the world’s first 
animated cartoon, reports French Information Service. ““Fantasmagorl- 
que,” created by Emile Cohl (real name Courtet) and shown at Thea- 
tre du Gymnase, Paris, was 118 feet long, had 3,000 drawings, took 
10 months to make and cost Gaumont Studios of Paris 800 francs. Cohl, 
a newspaper cartoonist, first stormed into Gaumont to charge piagiar- 
ism of one of his cartoon ideas in a film made there. They offered him 
a job as scenarist and idea man. He accepted and soon got the idea 
that “an artist can create phantom pictures with a pencil” through 
photographing successive drawings. He photographed his own sketches 
for the tee-off animated cartoon, and in the next two years created 60 
—soon leaving the camera work to others. 


Herbert Jaffey of 20th-Fox's International department off to Mex- 
ico for several weeks ... Metro's “Raintree County” and “The Broth- 
ers Karamazov” continue to score heavily in the foreign market de- 
spite the so-so reception statewide. Two films look to wind up as M-G's 
biggest overseas hits of recent years . . . It’s Betty Schinasi Goldsmith 
and not “Smith,” as erroneously listed in Varrety last week, who is 
one of the trustees of the Leon Schinasi estate which regained control 
of the Academy of Music Theatre in downtown N.Y. She's married to 
John M. Goldsmith, a partner in the brokerage firm of Bache & Co. 
Incidentally, he was once associated with Warner Bros... . 

Click of the German import “The Captain From Koepenick” at the 
72d St. Playhouse has prompted Distributors Corp. of America to 
launch another first-run day-and-date engagement at the Fifth Ave. 
Cinema . . . Seymour Moses, former executive in Loew's International 
department, named v.p. and secretary of the Peerless Travel Bureau 
. + . Dick Powell, who produced and directed 20th's “The Hunters,” in 
N.Y. with his wife, June Allyson, for pre-opening bally and for pic's 
bow at Paramount Aug. 26... “The Restless Years” set as the new title 
of Universal's “The Wonderful Years.” Picture is based on Patricia 
Joudry’s off-Broadway hit of several years ago, “Teach Me How to Cry.” 
. .« The Coca-Cola Co. will again host the President's Banquet which 
concludes the national convention of Theatre Owners of America in 
Miami Beach Oct. 21-25 . . . Universal prexy Milton R. Rackmil and 
pub-ad veepee David A. Lipton to the Coast ... Warner Bros. hosted & 
Sardi luncheon for Maria Schell’and Gary Cooper Monday (18). They 
co-star in the upcoming “The Hanging Tree.” . . Seymour Krawitz has 
resigned as publicity manager for the Michael Todd Co. to join the 
Frank Goodman praisery . . . Sid White exited Warner Bros. home- 
office publicity department to join ABC-TV... 











Paul McGrath 
Morris S. Novik 
Jane Powell 
George Rosen 
Wesley Ruggles 
Ira Tulipan 


New York to L. A. 


Cynda Glenn 


Europe to N. Y. 
American Ballet Theatre 
Victor Borge 
William Brandt 
Kathy Carlyle 
Katherine Cornell 
Lilia Del Valle 
Donald Flamm 
Jerry Fonarow 








Leo Jaffe David Lipton 
Julliard Orchestra Milton R. Rackmil 
Selma Lyach Robert Thom 
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NOVELISTS AS KINGS OF SCREEN 














A large show 
turned out yesterday (Tues.) after- 


noon for the services of Mark | 
Hanna, literary and_ theatrical | 
agent, who died suddenly of a 


cerebral hemorrhage at New York 
Hospital last Thursday (14), aged 
59. He resided at 71 East 77 St., 
New York, and had his office for} 
many years at 654 Madison Ave. 
Although once married to dancer | 
Beth Beri, he was so long “the 
eligible bachelor” in show biz-so- 
cialite circles that that marital de- 
tour was forgotten save by his} 
intimates. | 

Hanna personified the few who! 
qualified for the appelation of a| 
boulevardier or bon vivant. With- | 
out any pretext, since he made no} 
secret of his “Hell’s Kitchen” up- | 
bringing in the tough west side of | 
New York, Hanna was a literate | 
conversationalist, oft described 
brilliant because of his unique 
turn-of-phrase. His patois was a 
pot-pourri “of Broadwayese, Rocke- | 
feller Centerese and Chinese” as 
somebody once put it. 

This not only made him a popu- 
lar weekend guest in the Sands 
Point-Manhasset set but generally | 
attracted him to the literati set.! 
An author who had Hanna for an 
agent—and his stable read like a 
who’s who—was proud (1) of the 
10°er's own literate qualifications 
not to m -ntion (2) Hanna's ability | 
to drive zood deals for his people. | 
He was a celebrity in his own 
right 

Publishers knew that when 
Hanna did swbmit anything it car- 
ried with it an implied quasi-edi- 
torial approval because he would | 


have no compunction telling any | 
one of his clients that “in my book 
this ain't it, baby, but if you want 
I'll try and push it.” Many of the 
best listened. 

He Could Drop Names 

He was longtime personal rep 
for Helen Hayes and later also 
handled her son, James Mac- 
Arthur. Ditto for Benny Goodman. 
Over the years he handled per- 
sonalities and writers like Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, John O'Hara, 
S. J. Perelman, Jan Peerce, A. J. 
Liebling, Mare Connelly, John 
Crosby, Quentin Reynolds, Gypsy 
Rose Lee, Dorotiy Kilgallen, Wol- 
cott Gibbs, Nathaniel Benchley, 
John Lardner. 

Hanna had no known kin and, 
left his entire estate to Mollie 
Binion, for 24 years his office man- 
ager and general alter ego. His wiil 
requested no flowers; donations to 
the Runyon Cancer Fund. 

He was, of course, not related to 
the Cleveland millionaire-politi- 
cal boss of long ago, Mark Hanna. 
Although born in San Francisco, 
he was the epitome of the cosmo- 
poliian New Yorker. He was a 
familiar in the better bistros and 
in the proper places—but usually 
because of his own choosing. He 
was almost arrogant in his sense 
of friendship values and yet was 
not snobbish with the muggs he 
genuinely liked. 

Mrs. H. Takes Charge 

Hanna was the kind of a guy for 
whom the sophisticated career 
femmes of Gotham threw a “Mark 
is 55 party,” headed by Marie 
(Mrs. W. Averill) Harriman. He 
was an intimate friend of the Gov- 
ernor and Mrs. Harriman who took 
charge of all funeral arrange- 
ments. Services were at Campbell's 
yesterday. 

In the 1920's Hanna was sales 
representative for China of the 


East Asiatic Steamship Co., a Dan- | 


ish concern, but when he returned 
to Shanghai in 1930 it was as sales 
manager for Paramount Pictures. 
He also represented Douglas Fair- 
banks Sr., one of the original 
founders of United Artists Corp., 
and between the two jobs Hanna 
lived the life of an Oriental poten- 
ate, in a large villa with a large 
retinue, a fleet of rickshaws etc. 

In that era of (comparatively) 
musical comedy civilian warfare, 
his Paramount Newsreel copy was 
automatically theatrical. One time 
pioneer newscaster Floyd Gibbons 
made a trip on a Chinese junk 
into Shanghai and was met by a 
Chinese firecracker barrage—and 


Hanna, Gibbons told Hanna, “OK | 
kid, I knew how influential you are | 





A Remembrance of Mark Hanna 


By ABEL GREEN 
biz contingent ebut this kind of razzle-dazzle wel- 


| sion, authored occasional features | 


| back to his 


|}trademark. His 





come wasn't at all necessary.” Gib- 
bons believed his broadcast fame 
had spread to the Orient and that 
Hanna had staged the “show.” In 
actuality both were in the crossfire 
of a battle and were extremely 
lucky. 
His Ideal Triangle 





When Hanna lived in the pied- 
a-terre above Shaffer's super-de- 
luxe market on 61 St. and Madison | 
Ave., this made a triangle with his | 
office on 654 Madison Ave. and the | 
Colony Restaurant across. the! 
street. That was Hanna's perfect | 
parlay of a nice comfortable exist- | 
ence—a brisk walk of a half block | 
to the office and a putt across the 
street to Gene Cavallero's plush- | 
ery. He was very much put out} 
when the building was razed and | 
Hanna’s diggings shifted “way up) 
north to a 71 East 77th St. co-op.” | 

Hanna might have made a good | 
writer. At least he was a glib ra-| 
conteur, had a way with words} 
which fascinated practically all of | 





‘his byliner clients and, on occa-| 


for Esquire and kindred maga-| 
zines. When he took to the type-| 


| writer it was usually with a sports | 


slant. He was a baseball addict. | 


|For Variety he wrote a memor-| 


able piece on Shanghai—harking | 
Paramount Pictures 
sales days in the Far East—as part | 
of a series on “Night Life of the| 
World.” 

Hanna's correspondence signoff | 
of “Cheers” became his personal | 
clients were aj| 
10° subscribers 


cheerful set of 


}and rash would be the author or 


player who incurred the ire of 
their favorite agent. He fired many | 
a client for less than that. He 
would have no compunction to tell 
them what to do with their 10% 
commission. And he did. 





Sunday Dinner 
Vs. Showmanship 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 
Current crop of extra-long pics, | 
some of which run three hours | 
and longer, had movie men con- 
cerned because of late hour Sun- 
day closings. Several owners and 
chains, which had patron squawks, 
proposed an advance of the Sun- 
day opening hour from 2 p.m. to 
1 o'clock. But exhib lethargy 
threatens to smother move. 
Lester Krieger, secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Association of the 
Amusement Industries sent out a 
feeler-letter to his membership 
representing some 400 theatres in | 
eastern and central part of State. 
Krieger said he ran into notable 
apathy, particularly from the show- 
men up state. 








| next 





9 ANDKS PEND  Man-With-Lamp Seeks Showmen: 


| 


No FILM FARE 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 





Q. T. Survey Crossing Nation Finds 
Only 14 ‘Smart Merchandisers’ 


Hollywood — practicing as a 
“early bird’ — currently has in 
preparation or production some 49) * Who (or better still) where are 


films which will be based on novels | 
purchased before publication. It’s | 


another step in the trend of best-| 
sellers outdistancing original) Acquires Godden Novel—To Pro- 


VICTOR SAVILLE’S BUY 








| screenplays on Hollywood's pro- | duce—Direct in France 


duction slates, and it’s become a , 
matter of “getting there firstist” to’ Fe gg age Bar 
>. ‘ 

o pac ca ongen , ith Rumer Godden’s novel, “The 
on pon yes Ay Bagge sn with | Greenage Summer.” Saville plans 
20th-Fox and Metro each listing | the film the production néxt yea! 
11. Warner Bros. has 4, while Par-| "alan Collins of Curtis Brown 
amount, which additionally lists an | Ltd. represented the author and A. 
unproduced play—Samuel Taylor | Joseph Handel, Saville’s N. Y. at- 
and Cornelia Otis Skinner's “The | terney repped the producer- 
Pleasure of His Company’’—on its | director 

schedule, has 3. ; 





Seven Arts Productions has four! 


such properties (including “Ana-| 2 ’ ’ 
tomy of a Murder” which producer ] y \ 
Otto Preminger lists on his Colum- 

Via Columbia 


bia slate), and Hecht-HilJ-Lancas- 
ter lists three. Preminger also will 

novel purchased before publica-| ¢ y Whitney, whose releasing 
tion. Producer Jules Buck has re-| deal with Buena Vista has been 


produce “Exodus” for United Aa) 
ists release, with the Leon Uris 
vealed plans to produce “The Day) broken, will distribute its upcom- 


They Robbed the Bank of Eng-| ing feature, “The Young Land,” 
— upcoming John Brophy | through Columbia. 
novel. 


Whitney's “Missouri Traveler” 
Forthcoming novels by success-| had gone through BV under the 
ful authors (e.g., Edna Ferber’s| deal but the switch to Col was 
“Ice Palace” and James Jones’ | made, it’s said, because the latter 
“Some Came Running”) are eager-| company has worldwide facilities 
ly awaited as “sure things,” while| whereas BV, which is a Walt Dis- 
it remains for the gambling film-| ney subsidiary, deals through fran- 
makers to take the chance on first| chise operators in the foreign mar- 
novels or works by unknown au-| ket. 
thors. Great recent example of a} 


Wald's purchase from galey proots RED NICHOLS TALE 
“Payton Place” with the sever FINALLY TO ROLL 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


subsequent success an exploitable | 
peg for the producer’s 20th-Fox| Red Nichols’ biopic, “Five Pen- 
| nies,” much delayed due to pro- 


film version. Wald recently pur-| 

chased Rona Jaffe's’ first novel, - . 
“The Best of Everything,” which longed musicians: strike against 
Simon & Schuster will publish} ™@Jors, has definite Oct. 6 start 
month, and has earmarked | ate at Paramount, indicating stu- 
property for the kind of produc-| 40 expects to complete negotia- 
ton and promotion given “Peyton | tions with new Musicians Guild of 


*” | America by then: 
Place. h Mel Shavelson and Jack Rose 
Hit The Lists are producers-writers of film. 

It’s interesting to note that many Danny Kaye is to star in Nichols 
of the 50 current properties pur-| Role. After that film, Kaye's Dena 
chased before publication have| productions and Paramount pror 
since hit the bookstalls and have | ducers Norman Panama and Mel- 
climbed the best-seller list. jvin Frank plan joint venture, 

Complete list of 50 properties, | “Knock On Silk,” a sequel to their 

(Continued on page 16) '“Knock On Wood.” 











National Boxoffice Survey 





Heat Hurts Trade; ‘Pacific’ 1st, ‘Debutante’ Second, 
‘Naked’ 3d, ‘Indiscreet’ 4th, ‘Gigi’ 5th 





“Kings Go Forth” 


|tire United States 





= , nr = in several key cities this session 
f They eat Sun thet get a | but some new, strong product is | 
afternoon in | “ h ere yg | helping to cheer most exhibitors. 
Krieger said. hes = . ners | Latest newcomer to show every in- 
ny Regnery A ; 5 eae Wolnes | dication of being a great grosser s| 

4 2 Ss “ te” (M- 
an overwhelming demand oct | Beesryrny Fig in Cheek at ne] 
ops, we aren't likely to go before | sour keys where playing. 
the Legislature seeking a _ time “South Pacific” (20th) is moving | 
change. back into No. 1 position after hav- | 





ing ggg ae epg by —— 
JAN STERLING OWNS — reeks. ““Debutante” is a strong 


' second-place winner although just 
NO ‘SPIDER’ RIGHTS in fowr heys currently. Pic is get- 
| ting a huge $190,000 opening week 

London. | at N.Y. Music Hall. 
Editor, VARIETY: “Naked and Dead” (WB) again 
There have been frequent refer-| ji, finishing third, same as last 
ences in the press both in America| week, Fourth money is going to 
and in England regarding the al-|«{ndiscreet,” another Warner re- 
“Gigi” (M-G) is winding 





leged purchase of the film rights | jease. 
of “Spider's Web” by Miss Jan) yy fifth, as against fourth a week | 
Sterking, and in some papers it has) agq. “Search For Paradise” (Cine- 
been stated she has acquired the| -ama) will take sixth position. 
Broadway rights of this play. “Around World in 80 Days” 
On behalf of Mrs. Agatha Chris-| (UA) is holding in seventh place. 
tie and myself, may I say that Miss |“Certain Smile” (20th), in first 
Sterling has certainly not acquired | stanza around to any extent, is cop- 
the film rights nor has anyone else. |ping eighth spot. Ninth position 
Miss Sterling can in certain cir-| — captured by “Matchmaker” 
umstances perform the play in! (Par). 
Aenortoan Stock but she owns no, “Twilight For Gods” (U) shapes | 
stage rights of this play. | well enough to wind up 10th while | 
Peter Saunders | “La Parisienne” (UA) is finishing | 
Literary Agent llth. “Vikings” (UA) rounds out! 





Summer doldrums are being felt | the top 12 pix. 


(UA), “Key” (Col), “Imitation 
General” (M-G) and ‘Rock-A-Bye 
Baby” (Par) are the runner-up 
films. | 

“Big Country” (UA) looms as an 
outstanding newcomer, being wow 
in Detroit, good in Baltimore and 
great in Philly. “White Wilder- 
ness” (BV) is great on preem in 
N.Y. at the arty Normandie. “De-| 
fiant One” (UA) looks smash in) 
Chi opening week, making the 
fourth big newcomer to be launch- | 
ed this week. 

“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) 
shapes as a comer predicated on biz 
being done this stanza. “Kwai” 
(Col) is big in N.Y. and stout in 
Washington. “Bravados” (20th), 
good in Boston, is light in Toronto. 

“Light in Forest” (BV), great in 
Chi, is big in St. Loo. “Franken- 
stein 1970” (AA) shapes mild in 
Detroit. “Kathy O” (U) is fair 
in Chi. 

“No Time For Sergeants” (WB), 
stout in Mineapolis, is hotsy in 
Seattle and Louisville. “Time To 
Love” (U) looks nice in Baito and 
robust in Louisville. 

“Law and Jake Wade” (MG) 
looms fair in Cincy and Boston. 
“Peter Pan” (BV) (reissue) looks 
nifty in K.C. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9-10). 


|the new dynamic forces in exhibi- 

tion—the kind of showmen who 
show aggressiveness in operation 
and imagination in promotional 
pursuits? 

The question comes to the fore 
by way of a survey conducted by 
a major distributor in New York. 
It was done on the q.t. and the 
highly-placed exec at whose be- 
hest the survey was undertaken 
declined to state the purpose be- 
hind it. He said, though, he might 
reveal his motives later. 

Be that as it may, the exec’s 
aides came up with a list of only 
14 theatremen from across the en- 
whom they 
would classify as “smart mer- 
chandisers.” Absent from the list 
are any personnel connected with 
the major circuits who, according 
to the findings, remain steadfast 
with the old-line bally ideas and 
conventional operation. 

This, of course, is only one side 
of the story, and likely will be 
dispuied by reps of the major cir- 
cuits. Loew's opening of a new 


| theatre in Miami Beach last week, 


on the basis of press and radio- 
television coverage and civic in- 
terest, proved an “event” of im- 
portance locally. The campaign, 


as field-marshalled by ad-pub 
chief Ernie Emerling, must be 
readily admitted as having been 


as thorough-going as they come. 

In the distrib’s investigation, 
however, either the job done by 
Loew's was simply overlooked or 
interpreted as being an exception. 

But regardless, that such a 
probe ‘was undertaken in the first 
place is particularly significant. 
It reflects the attitude of many dis- 
tribs anent the alleged lack of 
showmanship savvy on the part of 
exhibs. Carrying this feeling to 
such an extent as a specific survey 
on who's doing the best job in 
exhibition suggests ideas the dis- 


| ribs, or at least one of them, are 


harboring ideas about who's to get 
tneir product in competitive situa- 
tions, 

As for the 14 outstanding show- 
men, only one name was cited as 
an example—the others withheld. 
Identified was Ben Sack, an in- 
dependent operator in Boston who 
took over certain sma!! theatres 
which were commercially dismal 
and made a go of them. He, too, 
offered bigger guarantees for his 
Capri Theatre and got important 
product on firstrun away from the 
big chains. He provided the dis- 
tribs with long runs for their pic- 
tures and backed these up with 
“daring showmanship,” according 


| to the results of the survey. 


But, it was said, the fact that 
there are only 14 men like Sack 
is deplorable. The rebuttal is 
awaited. 


More State Tax 
New Coast Vex 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Hollywood rank-and-file labor 
has come out solidly against propo- 
sition No. 17 on the November bal- 
lot, a measure which would up the 
present maximum state income tax 
rate of six percent to 46%. Solid 
opposition to the measure was 
voted by Hollywood AFL Film 
Council, which is composed of 
craft unions and guilds repping 
24.000 in show biz. 

Council action came a day after 
the board of directors of Screen 
Actors Guild had voted opposition 
to the proposition. 

Council said it felt if the meas- 
ure were adopted, there would be 
increased unemployment in Hol- 
lywood because the boost in state 
income tax rates would result in 
pix producers making their prod- 
‘uct outside the state. 
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Wind Aeress the 


Everglades 
(COLOR) 


Handsome, interesting story 
of Audubon Society’s efforts 
to protect Florida wild-life, 
bet only mild response in- 
dicated. 








Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Warner Bros, release of a Schulberg 
roduction, Stars Burl Ives, Christopher 
-lummer; features Gypsy Rose Lee, 
George Voskovec. Tony Galento, Howard 

I. Smith, Emmett Kelly, Pat Henni 
Chana Eden. Produced by Stuart Schul- 
berg. Directed by Nicholas Ray. Screen- 
lay. Budd Schulberg; camera, Joseph 
run; editors, George Klotz, Joseph Zig- 


man. Previewed at Warner Bros. studio, 
Burbank, Aug. 12, '58. Running time, 
91 MINS 

Cottonmouth ......--++ssses0e Burl lves 


Walt Murdock .....Christopher Plummer 






Mrs. Bradford Gypsy Rose Lee 
Aaron Nathanson .. George Voskovec 
“ eee “a Tony Galento 
George se... cs secccees Howard I. Smith 
Bigamy Bob ......cessecss Emmett Kelly 
Sawdust ......cccccesevcee Pat Henning 
Wael ....cccvccccoseccess Chana Eden 
Perfesser ...ccccoscvcesese Curt Conway 
Writer PPR e PN es 
Slowbey cr0esaenenee Gred Grossinger 
LAG .nsatcvevepeuewees Sammy Renick 
One-Note cowe specewace ee Mee | 
Howard Ross Morgan.. Frank Rothe 


Judge Harris . . MacKinlay Kantor 

“Wind Across The Everglades” is 
a worthy atttempt to make a pic- 
ture about some original situations 
and material—in this case early 
efforts of the Audubon Society to 
preserve the bird wild life of Flor- 
ida. But the Warner Bros. release, 
produced by Stuart Schulberg, 
written by Budd Schulberg and di- 
rected by Nicholas Ray, is not, in 
execution, up to its conception. It 
is an “interesting” picture, with 
some impressive backgrounds of 
the Everglades country (where it 
was shot) in Technicolor, but it is 
not consistently engrossing and 


will be most satisfactory as a dou-— 


ble-bill attraction. 

It's hard to be too hard on a 

icture such as this. Despite its 

aws, it is honest and even carries 
a certain amount of passionate con- 
viction. With a cast headed by 
Burl ives and Christopher Plum- 
mer, and with the Schulbergs and 
Ray involved, there remains the 
feeling that it should have been far 
better. 

Schulberg’s screenplay fiction- 
alizes the struggle of the Audubon 
Society to end the slaughter of 
Florida’s plume birds, whose feath- 
ers were so highly prized around 
the turn of the century for wom- 
en's hats. The action revolves 
around the almost singled-handed 
efforts of an agent, Christopher 
Plummer, to stop the mass killings, 
and in particular his battle with 
the leader of one band of bird- 
hunters, Burl Ives. The ending is 
inconclusive, although it resolves 
with symbolic victory for Plummer 
as Ives is killed as ne is taking him 
to justice. Presumably this means 


the end of this gang of plumage- | 


pilllagers and a signaling of a gen- 
eral victory for the conservation 
forces. 

There are some good shots by 
cameraman Joseph Brun of the 


egrets and other fowl, some with | 
spectacular effect, and satisfactory | 
the birds’ | 
screenplay | 


simulated scenes of 
slaughter. But the 
tends to go off on diversions that 
have little to do with the main 
story and the total impact is dis- 
sipated. 

Plummer does a good job as the 
idealistic bird warden, although 
not much motivation is ever given 
for -his dedication. Ives, looking 
remarkably like Henry VIII in a 
red beard, eyebrows and hair, does 
a characteristically intense job, 
and his character, as a free-boot- 
ing, civilization-hating rugged in- 
dividualist, makes sense if not 
sympathy. 

Gypsy Rose Lee has some good 


comedy scenes which she handles | 


adroitly while displaying some of 
the most startling cleavage seen 
in some time. George Voskovec, 
Tony Galento, Howard I. Smith, 
Emmett Kelly, Pat Henning, Chana 
Eden, noveist, novelist MacKinlay 
Kantor, Sammy Renick, and others 
make up the interesting support- 
ing cast. Powe. 


Curse of the Faceless 
Man 


Okay exploitation 
packaged with “It! 
from Beyond Space.” 


pic, to be 
The Terror 


Hollywood, July 31. 


United Artists release of Robert E. Kent 


roduction Stars Richard Anderson, 
laine Edwards, Adele Mara, Luis Van 
Rooten. Features Gar Moore, Jan Arvan, 
Felix Locher, Bob Bryant. Directed by 
Edward L. Cahn. Sereenplay, Jerome 
Bixby; camera, Kenneth Peach; editor, 
Grant Whytock. Previewed July 31, ’58. 
Running time, 67 MINS. 


Dr. Pau! Mallon ...... Richard Anderson 
Tina Enright -.es++. Elaine Edwards 
Maria Fiorillo Adele Mara 
Dr. Fiorillo -+e. Luis Van Rooten 
Dr. Enricco Ricci . ...» Gar Moore 

Jan Arvan 
Felix Locher 
. Bob Bryant 





Inspector Renaldi 
Dr. Emanuel ...... 
Quintillus 





“Curse of the Faceless Man” 
digs back into antiquity for motiva- 
tion of plot, sufficiently novel in 


theme to rate okay exploitation for 
its marticular market. Subject 


matter of @ man from the past re- 
appearing in the present is given 
enough substance build a more 
or less imaginative scifi yarn 
which will complement “It! The 
Terror from Beyond Space,” a 
tale of the future with which it 
is being packaged. 

The Robert E. Kent production 
unfolds in Naples, where the stone 
body of a man uncovered in new 
excavations in Pompeii {8 taken to 
a museum. There’s still life in the 
huge form, however, which from 
certain inscriptions on a medal- 
lion beside body is revealed as 
Quintillus, the greatest gladiator 
of his time who was buried when 
Vesuvius erupted. Topic of rein- 
carnation is inserted in story line, 
in person of an American artist 
who appear to have been a noble 





lady 2,000 years ago with whom 
gladiator was in love. Stone man 
as he partially returns to life is 
possessed with obsession of sav- 


from the fires of the volcano, and 
he kidnaps her from her apart- 
ment. Into this pattern is woven 





ing his sweetheart, now the artist, | 


this one with an eye to economy 
for while there are many scenes 
in a hotel and on the town’s street 
seldom is anyone seen with exce) 
tion of the immediate a 1 $. 
ilb. 


Attack of the Puppet 
People 


Good special effects highlight 
otherwise routine expleita- 
tioner. 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
American-tnternational release of & 
James H. Nicholsop-Samuel Z, Arkoff pro- 


duction, Stars John Agar, John_ Hoya, 
June Kenney. Producer-director, Bert I 
Gordon. Screenplay, George Worthing 


Yates; from a story by Bert I. Gordon; 
camera, Ernest Laszlo; music, Albert 
Glasser; editor, Ronald Sinclair. Pre- 
viewed at Warner’s Hollywood Theatre 


projection room, Aug. 4, ‘58. Running 
time, 78 MINS. 

Bob Westley ..cccscccccotoes John Agar 
MU EE. bo vecécevasvuesée? John Holt 
Solly Reynolds ......++.+-+- June Kenny 
Er rr Michael Mark 


. Jack Kosslyn 


Sgt. Paterson ° sly! 
. Marlene Willis 


BMG 2. vccccove 





CRM. cccess Ken Miller 
Georgia Laurie Mitchell 
| Mac .... Scott Peters 
| Agnes . Susan Gordon 


together the past and the present. | 


| Edward L. Cahn’s direction of 
the Jerome’ Bixby  screen-play 
while over-leisurely at times 
semi-believable. 


make narrative 


| standout here, turning in a credi- 
| ble job. Richard Anderson as her 
| fiance, a skin cell specialist; Luis 
, Van Rooter, museum curator; and 
| Adele Mara, latter’s daughter, are 
| okay, as are baJance of cast. Bob 
| Bayant as Quintillus, man from the 
| past, moves as character requires, 
| his makeup excellent. 


Technical eredits are standard, 


catches the spirit well enough to| 


Elaine Edwards as the artist is} 


including photography by Ken-| 
neth Peace, William Glasgow's art | 


| direction and Grant 
| editing. 





Whitock's , 
hit 





‘Terror in a Texas Town 


Slow-moving western. 


° > 4 | Brownie Leader re 
several scientists who try to piece | : 





June Jocelyn 


eT rte Jean Moorehead 
DOOTMBAM .ncccccccvgase Hank Patterson 
ee Bere Hal Bogart 


Elevator Operator .seeeeee Troy Patterson 


Janitor Restaenee Bill Giorgio 
Switchboard Operator.....George Diestel 
Ernie eaawe ..«. Jaime Forster 
POD 000 dict nr evavsaye Mark Lowell 


Bert I. Gordon is a master of 
special effects and his tricks in 
“The Attack of the Puppet People” 
are ingenious and intriguing. The 
remainder of the James H. Nichol- 
son-Samuel Z. Arkoff production 
for American-International is not 
up to this technical achievement, 
however, and the presentation can 
be satisfactory, but no more, in 
exploitation situations. 

Gordon also produced, directed 
and supplied the story for “Puppet 
People,” which is, basically, a re- 
working of the Pygmalion legend. 
John Hoyt is the doll-maker who 
has been a puppeteer and now has 
invented a machine that reduces 
humans to about one-tenth their 
normal size. He uses the little 


United Artists release of a Seltzer Films | people only to relieve his loneli- 


Inc. presentation produced by 
Seltzer. Stars Sterling Hayden; costars 
Sebastian Cabot, Carol Kelly, Eugene 
| Martin; features Marilee Earle. Directed 
| by Joseph H. Lewis. Screenplay and story 
| by Ben L. Perry, camera, Ray Rennahan: 
| editors, Frank Sullivan, Stefan Arnsien: 
| music, Gerald Fried. Previewed N.Y., 
Aug. 15, 58. Running time, 80 MINS. 


George Hansen ........ Sterling Hayden 
Ed MeNeil ...... -.- Sebastian Cabot 
Molly . Carol Kelly 





epe Mirada . . Eugene Martin 
Johnny Crale 

| Jose Mirada 
| Resa Mirada ... 
| Baxter 


° Ned Young 
. Victor Millan 
Ann Varela 


gb 00endes Ke peewonts Sheb Wooley 
WOU cccccovcesscestcoees Fred Kohler 
| M@ORO ...-cccccscccsvccccs Steve Mitchell 
CER ccccccesececsecéces Marilee Earle 
aaa Jamie Russell ! 
Sheriff Stoner ........+.--- Tyler McVey 






| Sven Hansen ....0.ceee0s Ted Stanhope 
| Barnaby ...... : Gil Lamb 
Holmes Frank Ferguson 
BOOED 6ctvcesvees -. Hank Patterson 


| qumayesoname 
| Handicapped by a slow-moving 
stery, “Terror in a Texas Town” 
shapes up as a routine filler for 
the duals. There’s little that. lends 
itself to exploitation in this Seltzer 
Films presentation released by 
United Artists. Moreover, the cast 
is composed of relative marquee 
unknowns save for Sterling Hayden 
who stars. 


Ben L. Perry’s yarn, which hej 


also screenplayed, revives the time- 

|honored incident where the un- 
scrupulous land-grabber attempts 
to toss the squatters off their pro- 
perty by hook or crook. In this 
case Sebastian Cabot is the No. 1 
|heavy who earries on a campaign 
| of intimidation with the aid of gun- 
man Ned Young and several other 
echorts. 

There’s oil under them thar 
fields and Cabot aims to get it. 
But he fails to reckon with Hayden, 
a seafaring Swede who comes on 
{the scene after his farmer father 
has been shot down by Young. In 
dve course he urges the towns- 
people to fight back and in a poor 
man’s version of “High Noon” kills 
Young with a whaling harpoon. 

Hayden isn’t too convincing as 
the hero and either the story, Jo- 
seph H. Lewis’ direction or both 
could be listed as the culprits. For 


Frank N.| ness, but they are understandably 


not amused. 

The screenplay, by George 
Worthing Yates, attempts to arouse 
some interest by a love story be- 
tween John Agar and June Kenny, 
as two those who undergo reduc- 
tion, and with suspense about the 
ability of Hoyt’s victims to regain 
their normal size. But the story 
lacks punch because there is no 
real point to it, so the ending when 
it comes is inconclusive and some- 


what flat. 
Gordon’s miniature work, his 
ability ‘with cameraman Ernest 


Laszlo) to show his characters ap- 
parently only a fraction of normal 


isize, and his ingenuity at creating 


situations that gives these special 


problems interesting flavor, these | 


|are all interesting and sometimes 


| 


amusing. 
The cast, including Hoyt, Agar 
and Miss Kenny, are adequate to 


| their tasks and other contributions, 
| Albert Glasser’s music, and editing 





his performance suffers by resem- | 


biance to caricatures of bumbling 
Swedes usually found in comic 
strips, 


| 
| 
| 


Cabot’s portrayal of the | 


would-be land-grabker is of the | 


stock variety. 
| 


| as the moll who eventually gives 
| him the air. Victor Millan registers 


Young is amply sinister as the | 
top killer and Carol Kelly is good | 


|nicely as a farmer who’s slain be- | 


|cause he’s a key witness. Marilee 
|Earle has little to do as Cabot’s 
“secretary.” Sheb Wooley, of 
|“Purple People Eater” fame, is 
seen briefly as a hired gunman. 
Ray Rennahan’s camerawork is 
par for the course as is Gerald 
Fried’s music, William Ferrari’s art 
| direction, editing of Frank Sullivan 


|Frank Borzage 


| duction. 
H 


by Ronald Sinclair, are capable. 
Powe. 


China Boll 


Adequately done story of a 
romance in wartime. Victor 
Mature only b.o. peg. 


Aug. 1. 

United Artists release of a Romina Pro- 
Stars Victor Mature; features 
LiLi ua, Ward Bond, Bob Mathias 
Jehnny Desmond, Stu Whitman, Elaine 
Curtis, Ann McCrea, Danny Chang, Den- 
ver Pyle. Don Barry, Tiger Andrews, 
Steve Mitchell, Ken Perry, Ann Paige. 
Produced and directed by Frank Borzage; 
exec producer, Robert E Morrison. 
Screenplay by Kitty Buhler; story by 
James Benson Nablo and Thomas F. 
Kelly. Camera, William Clothier; music, 
Henry Vars: editor, Jack Murray. Pre- 
viewed at the Picwood Theatre, West- 
wood, Aug. 1, 58. Running time, 99 MINS. 
Cliff Brandon ... Victor Mature 
Shu-Jen LiLi Hua 
Father Cairns Ward Bond 
«s Bob Mathias 
. Johnny Desmond 
Stu Whitman 
Elaine Curtis 
Ann McCrea 
babs aaah See Danny Chang 
Denver Pyle 
Don Barry 
Tiger Andrews 
Steve Mitchell 
; en Perry 
Ann Paige 
. Tita Aragon 





Alice Nichols 
Monna Perkins . 
Ellington 

Col, Wiley . 
Hal Foster 
Carlo Menotti 
Dave Reisner 
Ernie Fleming 
Sally 
Shiao-Mee 





About average in its war story- 
telling, “China Doll” has a field 
day with the warmth and humor 
of a romance between a burly air 
corps captain and a fragile ori- 
ental beauty. Producer-director 
has filmed the 
Romina Production with an ad- 


|mirable touch, but whether star 


Victor Mature’s name is strong 


| enough to fight the boxoffice battle 


by itself is something else again. 

Kitty Buhler screenplayed this 
United Artists release from a story 
by James Benson Nablo and Thom- 


jand Stefan Arnsten along with|as F. Kelly. The script often is 


oo technical credits. 
Frank N. Seltzer evidently guided 


! 


Producer | highly interesting, often humorous 


(Continued on page 10) 





Yugoslav's Own Festival Films 
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Aleksa Dundic 
(Color) 
(RUSSIAN-YUGOSLAV) 





Pula, Aug. 12. 


Avala-Film (Belgrade) and Maxim Gorki 
Studio (Moscow) production, directed by 
Leonid Lukov. Stars Branko Plesa; fea- 
tures Dragomir Felba, Milan Puzik, Tat- 
jana Piljeckaja Screenplay, Antonije 
Isakovic and Lukov; camera (Agfa) Mihail 
Nikita Bogoslovski. At 


Kirilev; music, 
Pula Film Festival. Running itme, 117 
MINS. 


This one commands attention as 
it is the first big-scale Sovietic- 
Yugoslavian coproduction. Di- 
rected by a Russian (Lukov), with 
a mixed cast ard shot in both 
countries, pic centers on Aleksa 
Dundic, legendary Yugoslavian- 
born hero of the Russian October 
revolution. It sees him 
through numerous battles until he 
is killed in one of them. 

It’s an action film, a “Commu- 
nist Western” one may say, which 
has its p'us points in some very 
skillfully arranged mass and battle 
scenes and a fine Agfacolor photo- 
graphy which adds greatly to the 
mood. But the usual black-and- 
white treatment, poor dialog plus 


party-line plot probably make this | 


an unsuitable item for the western 
market. Quite obviously, however, 
the creators of “Dundic” haven't 
thought much in commercial terms 
anyway. Hans. 


Hs 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 





Pula, Aug. 12. 
Jadran (Zagreb) production, directed by 
Nicola Tanhofer. With Durda Glazer- 
Ivezic, Mija Oromovic, Marija Kohn, Boris 
Buzancic #nd Rudolf Kukic. Screenplay, 
Zvonimir Berkovic and Tomica Butorac 


camera, Slavko Zalar; music, Dragutin 
Savin. At Pula Film Festival. Running 
time, 112 MINS. 


This one captured nearly all the 
Major awards, including the Grand 
Prize, at the Pula festival in Yugo- 
slavia. It's an extremely well made, 
both artistically and humanly in- 
teresting production which con- 
tributes much to prestige of Yugo- 
slav’s film-making. It may have 
some art-house possibilities abroad. 

Film deals with an actual traffic 
accident that happened last sum- 
mer on the Zagreb-Belgrade high- 
way when the driver of a never 
identified car (only part of latter's 
licence plate, H 8, were remember- 


ed by a few witnesses) caused the | 


fatal collision of a bus and a 
truck. Pic starts and ends with 
the accident and between them 


tells via a flashback how the pas- 


sengers of the bus spent their last | 


hours until the collision. 
Direction by 32-year old Nicola 


Tanhofer reveals remarkable know- | 


how, especially ‘he’s a former 
cameraman) optically. Cast is 
generally well chosen. Script is 


tight and interesting, if a bit too 
talky and “stretched” at times. 
Hans. 


Krez Granje Nebo 
(The Sky Through The Trees) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 





Pula, Aug. 12. 
roduction, directed 
ith Branko 


UFUS (Belgrade) 
by Stole Jankovic 
Predrag Lakovic. Liuba Kovacevic 
Nada Skrinier. Screenplay 
kovie; camera, Mihajlo Popovic: at Pula 
Film Festival. Running time, 98 MINS. 


and 


Patriotic (Tito period) subjects 
still play crucial part in Yugoslav’s 
film making. This one deals with 
wounded freedom fighters who are 
desperately trying to evade Ger- 
man captivity as this means death. 
Film offers grim realism and, part- 


ly magnificent camerawork. There | 


are several highly impressive 
shots. Though not much for the 
export, “Sky” may be classified as 
an above-average item from this 
“independent” Red State. 
Direction by Mihajlo Popovie 
and also the script are not smooth 
all the way, but there is a strong 
plus in the acting. Less convinc- 
ing are (as often in Yugoslavian 
features of this type) are the Ger- 
mans whose language is simply 
impossible, although home-market 
audiences won't be bothered. 
Hans, 





Tri Keoraka U Prazno 
(Three Steps Into the Emptiness) 


(YUGOSLAVIAN) 
Pula, Aug. 1 
Leveen-Film (Budva) ee a 
rected by Vojislav Nanovic. With Ziata 


Perlic, Pavle Vujisic and Dragan Lakovic 

nea by Nanovic; camera, Milorad 
arkovic; music, . Pula F 

Running time, 92 MINS, ee 





__ “Emptiness” created some fuss in 
its native land for alleged immoral- 
ity. First forbidden and onlv re- 
leased after several cuts, film is 


centered on a barge and presents 


going | 


Plesa, | 


Antonije Isa- | 


=~ 





an eternal triangle of two men and 
one woman. Woman married to 
one of the men, accepts the love 
of the other one. This leads to a 
violent and brutal fight between 
the two males, considered roughest 
ever for a Yugoslavian film. 
Director Nanovic, who wrote the 
script, obviously followed Amer- 
ican (violence) and French (erotic) 
patterns. His result is not very 
convincing. ans, 





Crni Biseri 
(Black Pearls) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 





Pula, Aug 

Basna-Film (Sarajewo a. Rg 
rected by Svetomir Janic. With Severin 
Bijelic, Mihajlo Viktorovic, Milan Ajvaz 
Screenplay, Jug Grizelj; camera, Edu vd 
Bogdanic; music, Bojan Ad>mic. At Pula 
Festival. Running time, 90 MINS. 








This one deals with juvenile 
delinquenis, Tito version. Unjust 
treatment and lack of understand- 
jing on the part of reform school 
director and instructors lead to a 
revolt of the boys. A young teacher 
manages to find the way to their 
hearts. There's a happy end. It's 
a well made film which, subject- 
wise, could also have chances out- 
side its homegrounds. 

There is a definite plus in the 
superior camerawork by Eduard 
Bogdanic. Of good quality also 
is Bojan Adamic’s score. 
| Some of the moppets turn in fing 
performances. ans, 





Cesta Duga Goedinu 
Danza 


(The One-Year Long Road) 
(YUGOSLAVIA-TOTALSCOPE) 


Pula, Aug. 12 
Jadran-Film (Zagreb) production, di- 
| rected by Giuseppe de Santis. Stars Sil- 
vana Pampanini. Features Eleonora Rossi- 
Drago, Massimo Girotti, Bert Sotlar, Gor- 
dana Miletic, Toni Vrdoljak, Niska Siefa- 
nini. Screenplay, De Santis, Maurizio Fer- 
rera, Tomino Guerra, Elio Petri, Giannt 
Puccini, Mario Socrate; camera, Pasquale 
de Santis; music, Vladimir Kraus. At 
Pula Festival. Running time, 150 MINS, 


Film is noteworthy as Yugo- 
slavia’s most expensive production 
| (300,000,000 Dinar or $750,000) of 
all time and one year in the mak- 
ing. The names of Italian direc- 
tor Giuseppe de Santis, who, along 
with five other Italians, also 
worked on the script, plus the 
European marquee names of Sil- 
vana Pampanini, Eleonora Rossi- 
Drago and Massimo Girotti make 
this undoubtediy an important 
| Yugoslaviarr production with, the 
unusual possibility: Export! 

“Road” is considerably above- 
| the-average if compared with the 
bulk of Yugoslavian product. 
Whether it will be able to gross 
enough to cover production costs, 
is certainly another question. One 
commercial handicap will be pic's 
overlength (150 mins.). 

While “Road” represents a solid 
technical standard, many may not 
fancy De Santis mixing too gen- 
erously social problems with cheap 
commercialism. 

Story concerns the poor inhabi- 
tants of Zagora, a village located 
high up in the mountains. One of 
the men gets the idea that the 
building of a road to the valley 
would solve the problem of unem- 
ployment and poverty. After some 
complications, he finds support. 
But the whole enterprise proves 
only a temporary solution. 

The acting comes generally up 
to good standards and Pasquale de 
Santis’ camerawork catches the 
|atmosphere. Film captured the 
'second prize at the recent Puia 
festival, a matter of some contro- 
versy in the Yugoslavian press. 

This is a film of divided qualities. 

aus. 








Rafal U Neho 
(Shots In The Sky) 
(YUGOSLAVIAN) 


Pula, Aug. 12. 
(Belgrade) production. directed 
| by Vojislav Vanja jenjas. With Bert 
| Sotlar, Darinka Calenic. Pavle Vujisic. 
Screenplay, Bogdan Jovanovic; camera, 
Branko Ivatevic; music, Bojan Adamic. 
At Pula Festival. Running time, 91 MINS. 


UFUS 


This one deals with the theme 
of revenge. A partisan lieutenant 
returns to his home after the war 
j;and finds that all his relations 

have been murdered by a Chetnik 
a claimed sympathizer of the Nazi 
regime. He sets out to seek re- 
venge by killing latter’s family. 
He aims his machine gun at his 
enemy's children and parents, but 
suddenly realizes that they are 
innocent and shoots all his muni- 
tion up into the sky. 

Typical of recent Yugoslavian 
| pix, this one benefits primarily 
| from a superb camerawork. Act- 
| ing tends to exaggeration. Direc- 
| tion is only fair. Haus. 
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Censoring Press Books Now? 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


The Los Angeles Newspaper Publishers Assn. will ask the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America for permission to review studio 
press books before they are released to advertisers. 

At the same time, publishers body has postponed for 10 days 
its plan to have all motion picture theatre advertisers submit an 


information copy to LANPA of all 


advertising prior to publication. 


Arthur G. Pollock, LANPA secretary, said the delay was to gain 
time to confer with Gordon White, MPAA'’s ad code administration 
director in New York, to see if “something mutually satisfactory” 


couldn't be worked out. 


White's office approves all advertising 
copy and art submitted by major studios. 


Pollock said LANPA 


would like a look-see at this material before it went out to ad- 


vertisers. 


The development is a continuation of LANPA’s crusade to 


“clean up” pix ads, in response to 


reader and organization protests. 


LANPA is composed of four metropolitan dailies whose combined 


local circulation exceeds 1,500,000. 








$15-Mil Fund To 
Back Hal Roach 


Screen & Homers 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Theatrical films and a telepix | 
production program “in excess of | 
$15,000,000" is planned by Hal 
Roach Studios, acquired recently | 
by Scranton Corp., according to 
Roach, Jr 1 

Producer said the plans call for | 
two big-budgeted theatrical films, 
“The Dam,” and musical remake 
of “The Housekeeper's Daughter,” 
by late Donald Henderson Clarke. 
“Dam” is based on a book by Mur- 
ray Morgan, while “Daughter” was 
originally produced and directed 
by Pere Roach. Each will have a 
$2,000,000 budget, although 
“Daughter” may first be presented 
on Broadway as a musical. 

Slate of theatrical films include 
18 low-budgeters, costing between | 
$125,000 and $150,000 each. Pro-| 
duct includes “Cicero Story,” by 
David Dortort, to be produced by 
Carl K. Hittleman; “Pirate Wom- | 
an,” scripted and under produc-| 
tion reins of Hittleman; “Apache | 
Lady.”’ also a Hittleman film; and /! 
“It Lived A Million Years Ago,” | 
Scifi Film. 

Deal also closed for National 
Telefilm Associates handling the 
release of two  low-budgeters. | 
Roach also is currently negotiat- | 
ing for distrib setup in Europe for | 
both tv, theatrical film produet. | 
Producer, emphasizing diversifica- | 
tion as a studio goal, said “we may | 
go into radio, have a recording | 
company, merchandising, and even | 
go into state fairs.” | 





| 


| 


He said stu-| 
dio also plans to finance outside | 
indie production, to hunt new tal- | 
ent, literary material, setting up| 
several departments for this pur-| 
pose. He explained the reason for 
selling the studio to Scranton by 
saying “we were limited in ex- 
pansion. It was need of money 
. .. for progress.” 





| 





Forecast Denusiie Take 
For ‘Vikings’ and ‘Acre’; 
‘Defiant, ‘Country’ Zingy 


“The Vikings” will ring up a 
domestic (United States and Can- 
ada) rental gross between $6,000,- 
000 and $7,000,000. 


In the same category is “No| 


Time for Sergeants.” 

“God's Little Acre” likely will 
chalk up about $3,500,000, which 
is unusually high for a film of such 
modest production dimensions. 

William J. Heineman, vicepresi- 
dent of United Artists, stated this 
week that “Acre,” “The Defiant 


nae 


PREMIUM STAMP SETUP 





Theatre Gives Patron Redeemable 
Sticker With Ticket 





The premium stamp gimmick 
employed by supermarkets, gas 
stations and other businesses is be- 
ing pitched for the film industry 
by a New York company formed 
under the name of Movie Stamps 
Inc. 

Plan is to use star head stills on 
the stamps as a promotional plus. 
As seen by the Movie Stamps, one 
stamp would be given for each ad- 
mission, based on a national aver- 
age of one stamp to every 50c. per 
ticket. 

Promoters are prepared to give 
each theatre licensee a trailer, a 
campaign book, as well as a full- 
color premium gift catalog. 


Production Chief Hits 
India’s Censor Setup; 
Asks Fullscale Probe 


New Delhi, Aug. 12. 

The present policy of the film 
censors has been blasted as “cock- 
eyed” by the Indian Motion Pic- 
ture Producers Assn. topper, J. B. 
Roongta. In a hard-hitting state- 
ment, the IMPPA chief has called 
for a full scale probe into this 
policy, which he charge¢ is gov- 
erned via the “unsympathetic” in- 
terpretation of censorship direc- 
tives by the Indian government’s 
Ministry of Information & Broad- 
casting. 

Among Roongta’s various com- 
plaints, one is that “preferential 
treatment is accorded foreign 
films,” mainly American, by India’s 
Central Board of Film Censors. 
According to him, such treatment 
“has now become established in- 
justice. In the treatment of love 
and crime and the dresses of 
characters, the censors give greater 
latitude to foreign films on the 
ground that the scenes relate to 
countries and people whose man- 
ners and customs are different 
from those in India.” 

Roongta makes the point that it 
is impossible to think the direc- 
tives can have different interpre- 
tations in the same country for 
different pictures. Censorship is 
intended for the benefit of those 
who see the pictures and not for 
those who make them. 

“No doubt the censors have be- 
come stricter; 
fact remains that a more favored 
treatment is always accorded for- 
eign films. 
| Foreign films, however, consti- 
tuted only one segment of Roong- 
ta’s theme. His biggest beef is 
that “it is a cruel joke to say the 
Central Board of Film Censors is 
an autonomous body when its di- 
rectives are interpreted for it by 
an unsympathetic ministry which 
is more concerned with the im- 
laginary harmful effects of the mo- 
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nevertheless, the | 
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Boston, Aug. 19. | 
Opposition continues to mount | 
|here against a House-passed bill | 
calling for creation of a state | 
commission to control obscene 
literature. Against a background 
}of protest that the bill would cre- 
jate “a police state,” the measure 
|was victorious after the House 
| reversed its vote to refer it to the 
{next annual session. Wednuesday 
} (13). 
| Opponents claimed that the bill 
| would be a forerunner to out and 
|}out censorship in Massachusetts. 
| Measure was victorious after a ris- 
ing vote of 44 to 36 to refer it to 
the next annual session was re- 
versed on a rollcall vote, 57 to 128. 
| Opposition spokesmen deviared it 
| would violate freedom of press and 
speech. | 
The bill goes beyond books and | 
magazines. It has potential lever- | 
age on all advertising, declared | 
Rep. Sumner Kaplan (D.) of Brook- | 
line, whose move to kill the bill by | 
having it referred to the next an- | 
nual session failed. “It is a dan- 
gerous, foolish bil,” he continued. 
“There are 








from falling into the hands of the 
public,” Kaplan said. “Censorship 
in any form is bad.” 





A Retrospective Peck 
Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

Gregory Peck, here to plug 
his 2 hours and 46 minutes 
“Big Country” declared, “A 
film should run as long as it 
holds interest. A_ half-hour 
can be too much for some pic- 
tures. 

Asked to name his favorite 
among the films he had made, 
Peck said, “I don’t think I 
have ever been in a great 
one.” By “great” films he 
meant pic such as “All Quiet 
on the Western Front,” 
“Grand Illusion,” “Gone With 
the Wind.” 

“I have played in some good 
ones, but I think it would be 
gratifying just once to appear 
in a picture I considered great. 
You understand, of course, 
I'm not the only actor in this 
position,” Peck said. 
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cunOPS’ PARAD IF Writers Center on Male Characters, 
UNDER NEW LAW And It Crimps the Biz—Dick Powell 


+ Contrary to the advertising slo- 


|gan about nog understanding the 
power of a woman, it’s a man’s 
| world as far as motion pictures are 
|concerned. Take the word of Dick 
Powell, who has given up perform- 
ling for producing and directing, 
ithe current crop of writers “seem 
|to be writing only for men.” Pow- 
| ell maintained that it’s hard to find 
}a good women’s story around, par- 
|ticularly the type Bette Davis and 
| Joan Crawford appeared, in. 

|} “I’m married to one of the best 
jactresses in the business,” he 
added, “but I can’t find a good 
| story for her.” Original stories, 
jhe said, are hard to develop, but 
| he’s presently working on one 
{which he hopes wiil result in a 
starring vehicle for his wife, June 
| Allyson. Powell, who is under con- 
tract to 20th-Fox to produce and 
| direct seven pictures over a period 
| of five years, hopes that 20th will 
|make the picture. 

Powell, who divides his time be- 
tween his 20th assignments and as 
prexy of the tv productions com- 
| pany, Four Star Productions, finds 

that the world is “action happy” 
}and that both theatrical films ard 


’ | television are meeting he demands 
i ; of the times. His first picture for 
Kaplan said the bill “would be For WB % Ad-Pub 20th, “The Enemy Below,” and his 


the first step in telling newspapers 
what they could print.” Under the 
terms of the measure, the governor 
would be authorized. to appoint a 


| 
| 
| 


seven member commission, in- 
cuding representatives of the 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish | 
| faiths. 


The bill would set up an unpaid 
“precensorship board and the seven 
member commission would screen 
books, periodicals, theatre shows 
and similar events, vaude, bur- 
lesque, legit, niteries, and even 
phono records and report objec- 
tionable material to the attorney 
general and district attorney for 
appropriate action. 

Rep. Gardner E. Campbell (R., 
Wakefield) said a federal law was 
needed to control the spread of 
objectionable literature. “You 
can’t touch this with a local law,” 
jhe said. “You've got to go after 
the publishers at the federal level.” 
' Campbell said passing such a state 
| bill was “like trying toe cure the 
Dutch Elm disease by picking the 
{leaves off trees.” 

Hitting out at the bili, the Bos- 
ton Daily Record (Hearst), edi- 
| torialized: } 

“Massachusetts has all the | 
legal equipment it will ever 
| need to cope with the problem 
of filthy literature. That is 
why several censorship bills, 
| most of them old perennials, 
| were lumped together in a 
hodgepodge measure known as_ | 
Senate No. 788 which would 
be funny if it were not apt to 
put such a painful bite on the 
already-bleeding taxpayers. 

“State No. 788 is a veritable | 
bureaucrats’ paradise. It pro- | 
poses to inflict these plushy | 
politicians on the State Police 
organization, in whose con- 
fines they would spend their 
time — and the Common- 
wealth’s cash—looking for | 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Staff This Week? 


A more definite indication of the 
fate of Warner Bros.’ New York 
publicity staff is expected this 
week. It's anticipated that staffers 
will learn at long last if they are 
to be fired on Oct. 1 or if some of 
them will be retained in Gotham 
and/or be shifted to the Coast 
when the company moves the ma- 
jor portion of its operation to the 
Burbank studio. 

Two Coast publicity officials— 
studio publicity chief Bill Hen- 
dricks and studio foreign publicity 
manager Carl Schaefer—are in 
New York to confer with national 
publicity director Meyer Hutner 
and exec v.p. Ben Kalmenson. The 
outcome of these talks, it’s expect- 
ed, will seaf the fate of the N. Y. 
staff. 

According to current scuttlebut, 
a staff of five or six will be re- 
tained In N. Y., including Hutner 
and eastern advertising manager 
Charles Cohen. It’s anticipated 
that the entire foreign publicity 
operation wil! be shifted to the 
Coast as well as the field exploita- 
tion force headed by Bill Brom- 


one of his aides. 





Tracy as C. Darrow 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Spencer Tracy has signed for the | 
key role in Stanley Kramer film 
version of Broadway hit “Inherit | 
The Wind,” will shoot in 1959, | 
after Kramer completes “On The 
Beach.” 
Kramer will direct “Wind.” | 
Tracy plays role of Darrow, cre- 
ated on Broadway by Paul Muni. | 

















ij Cans Blind 





When It's TV 


San Francisco, Aug. 19, 


Charles J. Maestri, vice-president of the Lippert Theatre cir- 
cuit and an executive of the Catholic Entertainment Guild, be- | 
lieves that “making a public issue of a condemned picture only 
tends to increase its boxoffice value.” 

In a speech to the Guild’s Frisco branch, he said this “is the 


consensus of opinion with most serious-thinking exhibitors” and 


added: 


current entry, “The Hunters,” a 
story of U.S. jet pilots in Korea, 
are both action dramas At the 
same time, his tv firm is turning 
out its share of westerns. 

The actor-turned-producer  in- 
timated that it was tough to buck 
the trend. He said he couldn't ac- 
count for what caused or main- 
tained it, but he felt it was part of 
cycle that would soon be replaced 
by something else. Meanwhile, 
his aim is turn out entertainment 
that meets the present-day de- 
mands. In “The Hunters,” star- 
ring Robert Mitchum,. Powell feels 
he has an aerial war drama that 
hasn't been equalled _ since 
“Wings.” He is currently on a 
six-city tour “to sell” the produc- 
tion \ 

For his next 20th picture, he’s 
looking forward to a change of pace 
with a comedy, “Bachelor Baby.” 
| But like many producers, he's run 
into casting problems. He com- 
|plained that the boxoffice names 
|have (1) their own companies, (2) 
prior commitments or (3) don't 
want to work for straight salaries. 
Theatres, he said, “scream for new 
names, but they won't take pic- 
tures without established names.” 
He maintained, therefore, that 
“packaging is the most important 
thing.” He feels that only time 


| berg. It’s expected that Bromberg) Will solve the problem of the do- 
will move to the Coast as well as ™inance of a few star names. 


During his heyday as a film per- 
sonality, Powell pointed out, a per- 
former appeared in four or five 

| Picture a year and had an opportu- 

| nity to develop as a personality. 
| Under today’s system, he added, it's 
impossible for a new actor to re- 
ceive the continuity of exposure 
that is necessary for natural devel- 
opment. At the same time, he 
noted, less people are seeing pic- 
tures and it’s difficult for a new 
performer to get across to as large 

a segment of the population as 
previously, Powell, however, feels 

that the casting and star problem 
will eventually be solved. “Time 

will tell,” he said. “This is a 
big country and it takes long to 
penetrate.” 





Preacher on Platform 
Atop Projection Booth 
At Sunday Services 


Ones” and “Big Country” all es-|tion picture than the good inher- | 
tablished new highs in opening | ent in it. 
grosses. “If instances were to be cited 

This hardly represents sufficient | where the censors have been rid- | 
evidence that, as some tradesters|ing roughshod over the imdustry, 
would like to believe, the film in-|their number would be legion. In 


“There are other avenues open to the Legion of Decency more 
effective than public condemnation.” 

His talk on censorship did not discuss those “other’ avenues”— 
though economic pressure is the most important, obviously—but 
fhe did make this observation: 


dustry has turned the corner and 
a new era of prosperity is at hand. 
Yet, current 


has been good and, as with the |tures. Many of them were passed | 
aforementioned productions, un- 
usually high. 

It's been heartening to many a 
film business exec, 


| the course of the last six months, 


|certificates have been refused to 


business generally |not less than a dozen Indian pic- | 


subsequently after revision, It 
cannot be said that there has been 
a sudden deterioration in the 
standard of our pictures, 


“A strange phenomenon of motion picture cesnsoring has been 
recently observed. The various groups, including the Legion of 
Decency, the Parent-Teachers Association, civic authorities and 
other religious groups, which have all been exceedingly vigilant 
; On censoring, or censuring, the exhibition of motion pictures in 
| theatres, have all apparently been extremely lax when some of 

these same pictures, several years later, are now being shown in 
| the home, to the entire family, on the tv screen.” 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

A drive-in church service has 
been inaugurated at the Kiest 
| Boulevard Theatre at 7:30 a.m, 
on Sundays. Services are conduct- 
|ed by the Rev. Johnny Barrett, pas- 
tor of the Meadow Garden Baptist 
| Chapel, from a platform which has 
{been built atop the projection 
|booth. The message is piped 
| through the sound system to the 
}car speakers, 
| Ozoner is operated by Phi{ Is- 
‘ley who is donating the facilities, 
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Det. Perks Up; ‘Indiscreet’ Sockeroo 


$28,000, ‘Country’ 
Stout 8146, ‘Fly’ Sturdy 206, 1.0. 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 

Some new, strong produet is 
helping the biz pftture here this 
round as many longruns continue 
sturdy. Standout appears to be 
“Indiscereet,” with a great take at 
the Michigan. “Big Country” also 
is soaring to a giant figure at the 
Madison. “The Fly” looks strong 
in second round at Fox. “Franken- 
stein 1970” shapes mild at Madi- 
son but “Imitation General’’ still 
is great in second stanza at the 
Palms. “Night Heaven Fell” is 
sturdy in fifth round at Trans-Lux 
Krim 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1.25- 
$1.50\—"‘The Fly” (20th) (2d wk) 
and “Space Master 7” (20th). 
Strong $20,000. Last week, $26,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


$1.25-$1.50) — “Indiscreet” (WB) 
and “Stage Struck” (BV). Socko 
28,000. Last week, “Twilight for 


Gods” (U) and “Kathy O” (U), 
$18,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“Imitation General” (M-G) and 
“Tarzan’s Fight for Life” ‘(M-G) 
(2d wk). Smash $16,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.50) 
—“Big Covwmntry” (UA). 
house $30,000. Last week, “A Time 
to Love” (U) (4th wk), $13,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25) — “Frankenstein 1970” 
(AA) and “Spy in Sky” (AA). Mild 

16,000.. Last week, “Adam and 


ve” (U) and “Wild Heritage” (U) | 


(2d wk), $20,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,667; 
$1.25-$3) — “South Pacific” (20th) 
(19th wk). Big $13,000. Last week, 


$13,500. 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1.25- 
2.75) — “Gigi” (M-G) (8th wk). 


olid $8,500 or over. Last week, 
$9,000 


Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,- 
205; $1.20-$2.65)—“Search for Par- 
adise” (Cinerama) (28th wk). Great 
$15,500. Last week, same. 

Trans-Lux Krim (Trans _ Lux) 
(1,000; 90-$1.65)-—- “Night Heaven 
Fell” (Kings) (5th wk). Socko $6,- 
800. Last week, $7,500. 


Dollars for ‘Deb,’ Sock 
$19,000 in Toronto; ‘Fly’ 
Big 236, ‘Key’ 126, 2d 


Toronto, Aug. 19. 

With general holiday exodus, biz 
is down generally this stanza. How- 
ever, “The Fly” and “Reluctant 
Debutante” are smash among the 
newcomer especially the latter. 
“Camp on Blood Island’ is rated 
g00d at eight-house combo. “Gigi,” 
in fourth frame, is near capacity. 
“Twilight For Gods” shapes fine in 
second round at Uptown. “The 
Key” looms sturdy in second at 
the Imperial. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beach, Century, 
Glendale, Midtown, 
Odeon, State (Taylor) (1,288; 1,338; 
1,059; 995; 1,089; 1,393; 752; 694; 
50-75)\—"‘Camp on Blood Island” 
(Col) and “Returi: To Warbow” 
(Col). Good $25,000. Last week, 
“Cole Younger” (AA) and “Hong 
Kong Affair” ‘AA), $13,500 for 
four-house comb with total seating 
of 4.036 

Carlton (Rank) (2,518; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Bravados” (20th) (2d wk). Light 
$7,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Colony, Danforth, Humber 
(Rank) (838; 1,330; 1,203; $1)— 
“Mark of Hawk” (U) and “Wild 
Heritage” (U). Okay $13,500. 

Egiinton, Palace, Runnymede 
(FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,385; 50-$1)— 
“The Fly” (20th). Big $23,000. Last 
week, “Light in Forest” 
wk). $7,000 in 4 days. 

Hollywood (FP) (1,080; $1-$1.25) 
—"10 North Frederick” (20th) (5th 
wk So-so $5,000. Last week, 
$6.500 , 

Hyland (Rank) (1,357; $1l)— 
“Truth About Women” (Rank) (3d 
wk) 
week, $5,000. 

Imperial 
“The Key” (Col) (2d wk). 
$12,000. Last week, $14,500. 

International (Taylor) (557; $1)— 
“Lost Continent” (IFD) (3d wk). 
Nice $3,000. Last week, same. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25)— 





Neat 


Power- | 


Downtown, | 
Oakwood, | 


(BV) 43d | 


Satisfactory $4,000. Last 
FP) (3,344; 75-$1.50)— | 


Mighty 306; ‘Gigi 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week ..........$602,200 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year .. $542,400 


(Based on 23 theatres) 


‘Indiscreet’ Big $10,000, 
Omaha; ‘General’ $5,500 


Omaha, Aug. 19. 
Only one new entry is playing at 
the downtown first-run this stanza 
but biz generally is holding well. 
The newcomer, “Kings Go Forth” 
is only okay at the Brandeis. “In- 








second round at Orpheum while 
“Imitation General” is great at the 
State for second. Both may stay 
again. “Naked and Dead” is oke at 
the Omaha. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-90)— 
“Kings Go Forth” (UA) and “I 
Married Woman” (RKO). Okay 
$3,500. Last week, “Fly” (20th) and 





“Space Master X-7" (RKO), $4,000. | 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 90- 
$1.25)—“"Naked and Dead” (WB) 
(2d wk). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
$9,000 


Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 90- 
$1.25) —“‘Indiscreet” (WB) (2d wk). 
=~ $10,000. Last week, $11,000. 

tate (Cooper) (850; 75-90)— 
“Imitation General” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Great $5,500. Last week, $7,500. 


Baby Torrid 146, 
Cleve.; ‘Gods’ 106 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 

_Best bet here in this spotty ses- 
sion is “Rock-A-Bye Baby,” with 
a fine take at State. “Twilight For 
Gods” is rated okay at the Allen 
while “Snorkel” is big at small- 
seater Embassy. “Vikings” looms 
sturdy on moveover to the Still- 
man. “Snorkel” shapes big at 
Embassy. 


Estimates for This Week 








| light For Gods” (U). Okay $10,000 
lor near. Last week, “Indiscreet” 
| (WB) (2d wk), $10,500. 
| Continental Art (‘Art Theatre 
| Guild) (850; $1.25)—‘Hulot's Holi- 
; day” (Indie) (reissue) (2d wk) and 
“Golden Age of Comedy” (Indie). 
Average $2,200. Last week, $2,900. 
Embassy (Community) (1,300; 70- 
| 90)—“Snorkel” (Col) and “Camp 
|on Blood Sand” (Col). Big $7,000 
|Last week, “Last of Fast Guns” 
) (U) and “That Night” (U), $5,000. 
Heights Art (Art Theatre Guild) 
(925; $1.25)—“Night Heaven Fell” 


(Continued on page 10) 


Weather Clips D.C. Biz; 
‘Indiscreet’ Wham 316, 
Twilight’ 96, ‘Gigi’ 126 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
With the weather either hot or 
| rainy, holdovers on the main stem 
| have been slumping. The only one 
| new offering, ‘“Indiscreet,” is smash 
|in two spots. Standout b.o. is the 
|city’s marathon champ, “God Cre- 
{ated Woman,” which shapes spec- 
| tacularly in 40th week. “Bridge on 
| River Kwai” remains hefty in 22d 
week. “Twilight for Gods” fell off 
in second week at Capitol. ‘Vik- 
ings” is still potent in seventh 
round at Keiths. “Certain Smile” 
in its second stanza at Palace is 
good. 
Estimates for This Week 








Ambassador-Metropolitan ‘SW) 
(1,490, 1,000; 90-$1.25) — “Indis- 
screet” (WB:. Terrific $31,000. Last 
week, “Light in Forest’ (BV), 

| $16,200. 


| Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 90-$1.25) 
| —"“Twilight for Gods” (U) (2d wk). 


| Off sharply to $9,000 in final 6 days | 


discreet” looks boffo in second in| 


| Allen (S-W) (3,800; 75-90)—'‘Twi- 


‘Earth’ Mild $6,500, 
Seattle; ‘Smile’ 7G 
Seattle, Aug. 19. 

Cinema boxoffice is recovering 
from Seafair, Seattle’s annual 
| Mardi Gras, which does bring visi- 
/tors here but is small help to the 
picture shows. 

“Certain Smile” is fair at Fifth 
Avenue, one of few newcomers. 
“Indiscreet” is nice in third stanza 
ut Music Hall. “Imitation General” 
|is fine in second round at Or- 
pheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50)—"South Pacific” (20th) 
(12th wk). Swell $8,000. Last week, 
$7,300 


| Coliseum (Fox-Evergreen) (1,870; 
90-$1.50) — “Naked Earth” (20th) 
and “Sierra Baron” (20th). So-so 
$6,500. Last week, “Gunman’s 
Welk” (Col) and “Life Begins at 
17” (Col), $7,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Fox-Evergreen) 
(2,500; 90-$1.50)—“Certain Smile” 
(20th) and “Beautiful but Danger- 
ous” (20th). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, “Light in Forest” (BV) (2d 
wk) and “Return to Warbow” (Col), 
$4.700 in 6 days. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (800; 90- 
$1.50) —“No Time for Sergeants” 
(WB) (7th wk). Hep $5,000. Last 
week, $4,700. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 
$1.50) — “Indiscreet” (WB) and 
“Gentle Touch” (Rank) (3d wk). 
Nice $6,500. Last week, $7,300. 

Orpheum ‘Hamrick) (2,700; 9$0- 
$1.50)\—“‘Imitation General” (M-G) 
and “Last of Fast Guns” (UA) (2d 
|wk). Swell $7,000. Last week, 
$8,200. 

Paramount (F o x - Evergreen) 
(3,107; 90-$1.50) — “Night Heaven 
Fell” (Kings) and “Quantrill’s 
Raiders” (AA) (2d wk). Fair $5,000. 
Last week, $7,300. 


‘‘Indiscreet’ Great 186, 
Frisco 2d; ‘Days’ Huge 
146, 86th, ‘Search’ 1736 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

Longrun biz is the hottest news 
here currently, with some exhibs 
reasoning that the Frisco Giants 
are drawing couples into city, hus- 
bands going to the games while the 
wives attend the hard-ticket pix. 
This spells great trade for “Around 
World in 80 Days,” sensational in 
86th week at Coronet; “South Pa- 
cific’ “Search For Paradise,” ter- 
rific at Orpheum in 23d round; and 
“Gigi” which is near capacity at 
440-seat Stagedoor. “Indiscreet” 
still is great in second session at 
St. Francis while “Matchmaker’”’ is 
rated fine at Golden Gate in first 
holdover stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.859; $1.25) 
—‘Matchmaker” (Par) and ‘Across 
the Bridge” (Rank) (2d wk). Nice 
$10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“High School Hellcats” (AI) and 
“Hot Rod Gang” (AI). Fair $11,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Certain 
Smile” (20th) and “Rx Murder” 
(20th), $11,500. 

Warfield (Loew) (2.656; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Badlanders” *M-G) and “Fight- 
ing Wildcats” (M-G). Modest $13,- 
000. Last week, “Law and Jake 
Wade” (M-G) and “Tarzan’s Fight 
for Life” (2d wk), $8,000. 
| Paramount (Par) (2.646; 90-$1.25) 
—“Camp on Biood Island” (Par) 





and “Snorkel” (Par) (2d wk). Oke 
$6,000 in 3 days. Last week, | 
$14,000. 

| §t. Franeis (Par) (1,400; $1.25- 


| $1.50)—“Indiscreet” (WB) (2d wk). 
Great $18,000. Last week, $24,500. 

Orpheum (SW -Cineramaa) (1,- 
458; $1.75-$2.65)—“Search for Par- 
tadise” (Cinerama) (23d wk). Ter- 
rific $17,500. Last week, $16,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
90-$1.25)—“‘It” (UA) and “Curse of 
Faceless Man” (UA). Fair $7,500. 
Last week, “La Parisienne” (UA) 
(3d wk), $5,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25-$3)— 


“Gigi” (M-G) (6th wk). Near capac- | 


ity $12,300. Last week, $12,400. 
Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (774; 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Goddess” (Col) (5th 
wk). Fast $2,900. Last week, $3,000. 
Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (364; 
$1.25)\—“Blue Murder at St. Trin- 


ian’s” (Cont) (4th wk). Great $4,- | 


000. Last week, ditto. 

Coronet (United California) (1,- 
250; $1.50-$3.75)—“Around World 
in 80 Days” (UA) (86th wk). Amaz- 
ing $14,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Alexandria (United California) 
(1,170; $1.50-$3.50)—“South Paci- 
fic” (20th) (7th wk). Excellent $22,- 
000. Last week, $23,000. 





“Reluctant Debutante’ (M-G). | after $15,500 last week. Ray Woodard, Franklin, Pa., ex- 
Smash $19,000. Last week, “Imita-| Columbia (Loew) (904; $1.25- | hibitor, moved back to that city 
tion General” (M-G) (3d wk), | $2.50)—"Gigi" (M-G) (8th wk). Big) with his wife. For the last few 
$7,000. | $12,000 following same last week. years, they have been living in 

Tiveli (FP) (995: $1.75-$2.40)— | Holds. Pittsburgh while Woodard was 
“South Pacific” (20th) (7th wk).|, Palace (Loew) (2,390; 90-$1.25\— | studying law at Pittsburgh U. He 
Picking up to sola $14,000. Last | “Certain Smile” (20th) (2d wk). | graduated in June. Woodard is 
week, $13,000. Good $11,500. Last week, $17,000. | associated in business with his 

Tewne (Taylor) (695; $1-$2.50)— Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 90-$1.25\— | father-in-law, Len Houghton, own- 


(Continued on page 19) 


(Continued on page 10) 


er of several cinemas. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ... $2,695,200 
(Based on 23 cities and 253 

theatres, chiefly first runs, tn- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Last Year ae $2,787,300 
(Based on 21 cities and 242 

theatres.) 

















Prov. Off: ‘Naked’ Good | 
With $7,000, ‘Smile’ 66 


Providence, Aug. 19. 

With summer drawing to a close, 
most average cinema patrons here 
{prefer the lure of the seashore, 
land mainstem houses are reflect- 
ing this. Doing fairly good biz is 
the Strand with “The Naked and | 
\the Dead.” But the State’s “High | 
|School Confidential” is very slow 
and “Certain Smile” at Majestic is | 
only fairish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)—“A | 
Time to Love” (U) and “I Married 
| Woman” (U) (2d wk), 
}after $6,000 in first. 
| Majestic (SW) (2,200; 65-80)— 
|“Certain Smile” (20th) and “Cattle 
Empire” (20th). 
|Last week, “The Fly” (20th) and | 
|“Space Master X-7" (20th), $5,000. | 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 65-80)—| 
|“High School Confidential” (M-G) | 
jand “Cry Terror” (M-G). Slow) 
1$7,000. Last week, “Kings Go 
Forth” (UA), $11,500. 

Strand (National Realty) (2,200; | 
| 65-80) —"‘Naked and Dead” (WB). | 
| Fairly good $7,000. Last week, | 
“Rock-A-Baby” (Par) and “Colos- | 
sus of N. Y.” (Par) (2d wk), $4,000. | 


Deb’ Slick 16, | 
St. Loo; Baby’ 156 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. | 
For a change, a majority of big | 
houses are blossoming out with new | 
| bills, leaving only a couple in the | 
|holdover department. Looming as | 
|the big ones this week are “Rock- 
| A-Bye Baby” at the Fox and “Re- 
luctant Debutante” at Loew's espe- 
cially the latter. “Light in Forest” 
is holding big in third frame at the 
Orpheum. “South Pacific’ con- 
tinues brisk in 18th week at the! 
Pageant. ‘Naked Earth” is nice} 
in two spots. } 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Arthur) (5,000: 75-90)—! 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” Par) andj} 
“Buchanan Rides Alone” (Col). | 
Good $15,000. Last week, “Indis- | 
ereet” (WB) and “Case Against | 
| (Continued on page 10) 


Buff Spotty; ‘Deb’ Oke 
$10,000, ‘Stranger’ 11G 
Buffalo, Aug. 19. | 
Biz is offish here this round for 
no apparent, feasible reason. Even 
the obviously strong “Reluctant | 
|Debutante” shapes only okay at | 
the Buffalo while some of other 
pix are being hurt badly. ‘“Indis- 
|ereet,” while down from second | 
week, still is solid in third round 
jat the Center. “Never Love a 
|Stranger” is rated fancy at La-| 
fayette to pace field of newcomers. | 
Estimates for This Week 
| Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-90)— 
| “Reluctant Debutante” (M-G) and 
|““Lost Paradise” (UA). Okay $10,-| 
000. Last week, “Certain Smile” | 
|(20th) and “Shakedown Boot Hill” | 
| (Indie), $12,000. } 
| Center (AB-PT) (3,000: 70-90)— | 
|“Indiscreet” (WB) (3d wk). Fine 














} 


. Last week, $9,800. | 
| Century (UATC) (1,410; $1.50-$3) 
—‘‘South Pacific” (20th) (13th wk). | 
Oke $8,000. Last week, $9,000. 
|” Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; '70-90)— | 
“Never Love Stranger’ (AA) and | 
|“Quantrills’ Raiders’ (AA). Looks | 
|like fancy $11,000. Last week, | 
| “Light in Forest” (BV) and “Fight: | 
| a (Rep), $7,500. 
aramount (AB-PT) (3,000: 70- | 
90)—"‘Fiend Who Walked West” 
(20th) and “Rx Murder” (Indie). 
Mild $9,000. Last week, “Key” 
(Col) and “Return to Warbow” 
(Col) (2d wk), $8,500. 

Teck (Loew) (1,200; 7¢-90)—“Im- 
itation General” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Droopy $3,800. Last week, $4,500. 

Cinema (Martina) (450: 70-$1.25) 








—“God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(16th wk). Hotsy $2,100. Last 
week, $2,400. 


Fairish $6,000. | ¢¢ 


|“Indiscreet” (WB) (6th wk). 


| (Cinerama) 


‘Country’ Great 326, Philly; ‘Smile’ 
Socko $14,000, ‘Revenge Tepid 8G 


Philadeiphia, Aug. 19. 

Midtown exhibitors are suffering 
from the usual last weeks of sum- 
mer dog days but this is not hold- 
ing back some of the stronger new- 
comers. One of these is “Big Coun- 
try” at the Stanley where it's great 
and city’s leader. “Naked Earth” 
and “Sierra Baron,” double horror 
bill, is rated disappointing at the 
Fox. 

“Certain Smile” shapes socko in 
first round at the Viking. But “Re- 
venge of Frankenstein” looms 
tepid at the Goldman. “Naked and 
Dead” still is good in second ses- 
sion” at the Randolph. “Kings Go 
Forth” is fast in seventh stanza at 
Stanton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (536: 99-$1.80)— 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (4th wk), 
Quiet $4,000. Last week, same. 

Boyd (SW) (1,480; $1.25-$2.75\— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (8th wk). Meek $9,- 

. Last week, $10,000. 

Fox (National) (2,250; 65-$1.80)— 
“Naked Earth” (20th) and “Sierra 
Baron” (20th). Lean $7,500. Last 
week, “Fly” (20th) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (2.0: 65- 


$1.49) — “Revenge of Franken- 
stein” (Col) and “Curse of Demon” 
(Col). Tepid $8,000. Last week, 


“Imitation General” (M-G) (2d wk), 


Fair $4,000 | $6,000 


Midtown (Goldman) (1,000: $2- 
$2.75)\—“South Pacific” (20th) (2ist 
wk). Off to fair $5,000. Last week, 

000 


Randolph (Goldman) (1.250: 65- 
$1.80)\—“Naked and Dead” (WB) 
(2a wk). Good $10,000. Last week, 
$16,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— 
“Big Country” (UA). Great $32,000. 
Last week, “No Time for Ser- 
geants” (WB) (6th wk), $7.000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483: 99-$1.80)— 
“Kings Go Forth” (UA) (7th wk). 
Fast $11,000 or close. Last week, 
$14,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80)— 
“Vikings” (UA) (8th wk). Oke $6,- 
000. Last week, $6,300. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 99-$1.49)— 


| “Certain Smile” (20th). Socko $14,- 


000 or over. Last week, “Match- 
maker” (UA) (2d wk), $7,000. 

World (Pathe) (604; 94-$1.49)— 
“No Sun In Venice” (Indie). Dull 
$2,500. Last week, “Roots” (Indie) 
$2,600. 


Heat Hits Hub Biz But 
‘Baron’ Okay at $17,000; 
‘Indiscreet’ Hot $8,200 


Boston, Aug. 19. 
Hot muggy weather whammed 
biz again and there is little new 
preduct to freshen the atmosphere. 
Heldovers predominate and nearly 
all are on the dull side. “Sierra 
Baron” at Fenway and Paramount 
combo is okay opening week. “Case 
of Dr. Laurent” shapes slick at tiny 
Mayffower, returning the house to 
first-run. “Indiscreet” is holding 
nicely at Astor in sixth round. “La 

Parisienne” looks okay at Gary. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,372; 75-$1 ——_ 
ine 





$8,200. Last week, $9,500. 

Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; 90- 
$1.50) — “Key™ (Col) (5th wk). 
Nice $6,000. Last week, $7,000. 

Beston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
$1.25-$2.65)—“‘Search for Paradise” 
(39th wk). Allright 
$13,000 following announcement of 
“Windjammer” (NT) moving in. 
Last week, ditto. 

Capri (Sack) (990; 90-$1) — “Te 
Catch Thief” and “Man Who Knew 
Toe Much” (reissues). Mild $3,500. 
Last week, “I Accuse” (M-G) and 
“Escapade in Japan” ‘U), same. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 75-$1.25)— 


“Rooney” (Rank) (4th wk). Oke 
$4,000. Last week, $6,000. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10)— 


“Sierra Baron” (20th) and “Gang 
War” (20th). Okay $4,000. Last 
week, “Frankenstein 1970” (AA) 
and “Spy in Sky” (AA), $5,000. 

Gary (Sack) (1,340; 90-$1.75) — 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (4th wk). OK 
$8,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 75-$1.25) 
—"“Golden Age of Comedy” (DCA) 
ard “Silken Affair’ (DCA) (4th 
wk). Stout $6,500. Last week, 
$8,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1.10) 
—‘'Bravados” (20th) and “Thunder- 


ing Jets” (20th) (2d wk). Good 
$9,000. Last week, $12,000. . 
Metrepolitan (NET) (4,357; 70- 


$1.10) —‘“‘Naked and Dead” (WB) 
(2d wk). Mild $11,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Mayflower (ATC) (683; 75-$1.25) 
— “Case of Dr. Laurent” (T-L). 
Returns house to first-runs after 
long absences with strong $10,000. 

Paramount (NET) (2,357; 70- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Summer Doldrums Hits L.A.; Kings 
Soft $18,700, ‘General’ Meek $15,500, 
‘Twilight’ 146, Days’ Wow 216, 87th 











Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 4 


Summer doldrums appear to 
have set in for regular first-run 
theatres here, only bills showing 
real strength are the five hard- 
ticket pix. “Kings Go Forth,” on 
first multiple run, looks to get soft 
$16,700 at four theatres. “Imita- 
tion Generali” also looms pale with 
$15,500 in three spots. 

“Twilight For Gods” is only mi!d 
$14,000 or near, also three loca- 
tions. “Tank Fore” is light $13,700 
in two houses. “Indiscreet” leads 
the standard holdovers with mild 
$13,000 in second frame, three 
spots. “Certain Smile” is rated 
modest $11,000 in second round, 
twe locations. “La Parisienne” is 
only moderate $9,000 in third 
stanza, two houses. 

“Around World in 80 Days” looks 
whopping $21,000 for 87th week at 
the Carthay. “South Pacific” is 
getting a sirong $24,000 in 13th lap 
at Egyptian. “Seven Wonders of 
World” was big $18,800 in 62d 
frame at Warner Hollywood 
“Windjammer” looks big $22,000 
in 19th Chinese session. “Gigi” 
is fine $21,000 in sixth at Holly- 
wood Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Hillstreet, Hollywood (RKO- 
FWC) (2.752; 756; 90-$1.50) “Tank 
Force” (Col) and “Buchanan Rides 
Alone” (Col). $13,700. Last week, 
Hillstreet “Brave One” (RKO) and 
“The Ring” (RKO), $2,700. 

State, Four Star (UATC) (2,404; 


868: 90-$1.50) “La Parisienne” 
(UA). (3d wk). Mild $9,000. Last 
week, $11,000. 

Orpheum, New Fox, Uptown 


(Metropolitan-FWC) 
1,715; 90-$1.50)—“Kings Go Forth” 
(UA) and “Jungle Heat” (UA), in- 
cluding Fox Beverly (7th wk). Soft 
$18,700. Last week, Fox Beverly, 
“Kings Go Forth,” $3,800. Last 
week, Orpheum, Hollywood, Up- 
town, “Attack of Puppet People” 
(Al), “War Colossal Beast” (AP), 
$17,400. Last week, New Fox with 
Los Angeles, Ritz “Adventures 
Tom Sawyer” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Space Children” (Par), $8,200. 


(2,213; 765; | 


| ‘Kings’ Rousing $8,000, | 
Port.; ‘Naked’ 76 in 2d 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 19. 

There's some good, new product 
around this stanza, but it is being | 
reflected only to a minor extent at | 
the b.o. Top newcomer is “Kings | 
Go Forth,” rated fine at Liberty. | 
“Naked and Dead” looms fancy in| 
second Orpheum’ week. “The | 
Matchmaker” shapes dull at Para- | 
mount. “South Pacific” still is) 
sturdy in 12th week at Broadway. | 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (890; $1.50-| 


wk). Sturdy $10,000. Last week, 
$9,700. | 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
—"Certain Smile” (20th) and, 
| “Beautiful But Dangerous” (20th). 
| Modest $6,000. Last week, “Bra- 
|vados” (20th) and “God Is Part- 
| ner” (20th) (2d wk), $6,100. 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1,865; $1- 





$1.50)—“Kings Go Forth” (UA) and “Naked and Dead” is nice while | (4A), $7,000. 


| “Fort Massacre” (UA). Fine $8,000 
jor near. Last week, “Imitation 
|General” (M-G) and “Gun Fever” 
{(UA), $7,200. 

| Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.50)—“Naked and the Dead” 


(WB) and “Badman’s Country” 
|(WB) (2d wk). Fancy $7,060. Last 
week, $8,000. 


| Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; $1- 
$1.50) — “Matchmaker” (Par) and 
| “Across Bridge” (Rank). Dull $5,- 
000. Last week, “Rock-A-Bye 
| Baby” (Par) and “Space Children” 
(Par) (3d wk), $4,100. 





| 


‘Kings’ Hep $9,000, 
K.C.; Baby’ Same 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. | 
Bright spots of this round are 








ARM CHI BIZ 





‘DEFIANT’ ACES, 
‘DAYS" AMAZING 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Nice weather and some exciting 
product are giving main stem biz a 
generally better tone this round. 


“Defiant Ones,” in world preem, is + 
the big noise. It set a house record | 


at Roosevelt on first day, and looks 
to hit an amazing $35,000 and new 
high on the week. 

“Kathy O” and “Hide a Crooked 
Trail” shapes go fair $17,000 in 
Oriental initialer while Capri’s 
first week of 
Wife” shapes oniy slow at $3,100. 

About “Defiant Ones,” the 
gazettes were unanimous with crit- 


“Miller’s Beautiful | 


a 





ical nosegays. Sun-Times found it | 
a “fine production of a story that 


is at once grim, powerful and ten- | at the Centre. 


der.” The Tribune, explaining the | 
film is difficult to review with “cus- 


|tomary brevity,” gushed, “It is a 


classic of its kind . . . completely | 


to Mr. Kramer for making it.” Chi | 
American effused over “an extraor- 


$2.50) —“‘South Pacific” (20th) (12th | honest ... We owe a vote of thanks |° 


| $9,000. Stays on. Last week, “Rock- 





‘way Cool; ‘Debutante’ Wham | 
. 
Bway Cool; Debutante’ Wham 
Rich 186, ‘Vikings’ Big 276, 10th 

IC G S Dig Zit, 
¢ Relief from nearly a week of 

‘ ’ $ : 4 

night and Sunday—much cooler 
Naked Bangup 15,009, weather — brought stronger busi- 
Denver, Aug. 19. |COuraging setup for many first- 
City is loaded with pix which |TU®S the current session. The 
Head” is top newcomer, with sock arrival of a blockbuster newcomer, 
big at Paramount. it stays. “La “Reluctant Debutante,” with stage- 
at Denham. “Imitation General” ete looks like a mighty $190,008, 
looms good at Orpheum. “Indis- iggest non-holiday opening week 

ro pic, opened at the Hall. 
Estimates for This Week Another newcomer, “The Match- 


atchmaker’ Record 196, Disney 
hot, sultry weather last Saturday 
‘ ’ ness for the deluxers over past 
Denver; General 106 weekend. Result is quite an en- 
are holding over. “Naked and the | Stanza, too, was helped by the 
Parisienne” shapes fine, and holds show at the Music Hall. Initial 
creet” is rated fast in fourth round | *!2¢e “High Society.” another Met- 
Centre (Fox) (1,247; 90-$1.25) — | maker,” is racking up a new house 


“Indiscreet” (WB) (4th wk). Fast| record of $19,000 onening stanza 
$9,000. Last week, $11,000. at the Little Carnegie. “White 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,429; 70-90) | Wilderness” (Disney), third new 
|—-‘La Parisienne” (UA). Finejentrant, hit a mighty $18,000 at 


the Normandie. one of top opening 


dinary motion picture in every re- | A-Bye Baby” (Par) (3d wk), $4,500| week figures at this arty house. 


spect.” 
First week of “Adam and Eve” 


in 5 days. The State is bringing in a newie, 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,596; 70-90)— | “Imitation General.” today (Wed.) 


exploitationer did wow $36,000 at?«:mitation General” (M-G) and/|“R y 6 i 
,; v 7 i! ock-A-Bye Baby” was fair $12,- 
ae capacity Starlite | «146]) Drivers” (Rank). Good $10,-|000 in final (4th) round B owt 
- . : '000. Last week, “Badlanders” |“Naked and the Dead” likelv will 
The Chicago's second session of |(M-G) and “Hong Kong Affair” |top the second-week pix with a 
“Ni z trim $33.000 at t itol. “ - 
Light in Forest” should hit a great Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200;/light For AE at pen 
total in second term at Garrick. | 99-$1.25) — “Naked and Dead” |holdover stanza at the Mayfair 
Indiscreet” is shaping smash in (WB). Sock $15,000. Holding. Last | with a fine $16.000 : 
United Artists second. “Night | week, “Kings Go Forth” (UA).| Second round of “Tale of Twe 


second frame at the Woods. 


Esquire’s third week of “Match-| “South Pacific’ (20th) (17th wk). 
maker” is figured strong while “La | Good $5,000. 
Parisienne” eyes an okay fourth | $5,000. 


round at the Loop. “World's “God | 


Created Woman” looms hotsy in | 75-90'|—“Gates of Par's” (Lopert). 
“Vikings” is stout in|Good $1,500. 
ninth and windup session at State- Murder at St. 


fifth frame. 


Lake. 

On the hard-ticket front, “Gigi” | 
is nice in sixth Harris week. 
“South Pacific” continued robust | 
in 21st McVickers round. “Around | 
World in 80 Days” is sock in 72d | 
week at Todd’s Cinestage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capri (Dowd) (585; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“Miller's Beautiful Wife” (DCA). 
Slow $3,100. Last week, “Mitsou” | 
(Indie) (2d wk), $3,700. 


Carnegie (Telem’t) (485; $1.25/— | one 


“The Goddess” (Col) 


Los Angeles, Ritz, Vogue (FWC) | “Kings Go Forth,” single billed at Fancy $4,800. Last week, $5,500. 


(2,097; 1,320; 825; 90-$1.50)—“Im- | 


itation General” (M-G) multiple 
run). Pale $16,000 or near. Last 
week, Vogue, El Rey, “No Time For 
Sergeants” (WB) and “The God- 
dess” (Col), $6,600. 

Fox Wilshire, Iris, Rialto (FWC- 
Metropolitan) (2,296; 839; 825; 90- 
$1.50)\—“‘Indiscreet” (WB) (2d wk) 


(multiple run) (5th wk Iris). Mild 
$13,000. Last week, $18,600. 
Pantages, Loyola (RKO-FWC) 


(2,815; 1,298; 90-$1.50)\—“‘A Certain 
Smile” (20th) (2d wk). Slim $11,- 
000. Last week, $13,700. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 99-$1.50) 
—‘‘Matchmaker” (Par) (4th wk). 
Oke $4,500 in nine days. Last 
week, $3,800. 

Hawaii, Wiltegn, Stanley Warner 
Downtown (G&S-FWC-SW) (1,106; 
2.344; 1,757; 90-$1.50)—‘“Twilight 
For Gods” (U) and “Voice in Mir- 
ror” (U). Mild $14,000 or close. 
Last week, Wiltern, Vogue, Down- 
town Paramount, “Vertigo” (Par), 
$19,200 

Downtown Paramount 
(3,300; 90-$1.50)—“Vertigo” (Par) 
and “World Was His Jury” (Col) 


(2d wk). Poor $5,100. Last week, back to $2,100, with upped ad/_«rathy oO” (U) and 


$9,400. 


Warner 
$1.25-$2'\—‘The Key” 


Beverly. (SW) (1,612; 
(Col) (7th 


wk). Dull $3,000. Last week, 
$4,200. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,468;  $1.65-$3)—“Gigi” (M-G) 
(6th wk). Fine $21,000. Last week, 
$22,000. 

Egyptian (UTAC) (1,392; $1.65- 
$3.30)—“South Pacific” (20th) (13th | 
wk). Strong $24,000. Last week, 


$23,600. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,408; $1.75- 
$3.50)—""Windjammer” (NT) (19th | 
wk) Big $22,000. Last week, 
$21,600 

Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 
rama) (1,384; $1.20-$2.65)—“‘Seven 
Wonders” (Cinerama). Started 


63d week Monday (18) after big 
$18,800 last week. 

Carthay (FWC) (1,135; $1.75- 
$3.50)\—" Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) (87th wk). Wow $21,000. 


Last week, $18,900. 


the Midland, “Rock-a-Bye Baby” at | 
| the Roxy and “Peter Pan,” a nifty 
reissue at three Fox Midwest | 
|houses. First two are likely hold-| 
overs. “Indiscreet” is surprisingly | 
| strong and wins a fifth week at the | 
| Paramount, the first such at this 
|house since “Sayonara.” Usual 
replaced the rains which plagued 
the area most of summer. | 
Estimates for This Week | 

Crest Drive-in, Riverside Drive- 
in, Regent (Commonwealth) (1,000, 


cars each; 540; 60-85) — “Hell 
| Squad” (AI) and “Tank Battalion” | 
\(AD. Oke $12,000, Last week, | 


“How To Make Monster” (AI) and 
“Teenage Caveman” (AI), same. 
Glen, Dickinson, Shawnee Drive- 
|in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 
| (700; 750; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 75- | 
|90) — “It, Terror from Beyond | 
| Space” (UA) and “Curse of Face-| 
less Man” (UA). Bright $13,000. 
| Last week, “Girls on Loose” (1) 
and “Live Fast, Die Young” (U), 


$10.000. 
(AB-PT)| Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25) | jg) wx). 


—“God Created Woman” (Kings) | 
| (28th wk). Neat $2,000. Last week, | 


budget helping. 
| Midland (Loew) (3,500; 75-90)— | 
“Kings Go Forth” (UA). Trim $9,- 
000, holds. Last week, “Imitation | 
General” (M-G) and “Handle with 
Care” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) 
$1.25-$2) — “Search for Paradise” | 
(Cinerama) (17th wk). Great $12,-| 
000. Last week, $11,000. 

Paramount (UP) (1,900; 90-$1.25) 
—“Indiscreet” (WB) (5th wk). Sur- 
prising staying power is landing | 
sprightly $6,000, amazing here for 
a fifth round. Last week, ditto. 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 75-90)— 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par). Rol!ick- 
ing $9,000; holds. Last week, “No 
Time for Sergeants” (WB) (6th wk), 
$6,500, and better than some first 
weeks. 

Uptown, Fairway, Granada (Fox 
Midwest) (2,043; 700; 1,217; 75-90) 
—“Peter Pan” (BV) (reissue) and 
“Wolf Dog” (20th). Nifty $13,000. 
Last week, “Kathy-O” (U) and 
\“I ast of Fast Guns” (U), $8,000. 





«i 
(1,194; ' 900 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) | opening looms tall at the Stanley | $24.600 
—‘‘Naked and Dead” (WB) (2d wk). | while “Big Country” locks sock at 
Nice $29,000. Last week, $35,000. | Hip. “Naked and the Dead” shapes 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350; | great at the Town. “The Bravados” 


$1.50\—“Matchmaker” (Par) (3d 
wk). Sock $11,000. 


$18,000. 


|Heaven Fell” is expecting a nice | $e 500 in 5 days. 
| 


{ 


Last week, | among holdovers are “The Key” in | 


) ys. Cities” held at $7,100 at the Sut- 
Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50\—|ton where the initial week ae 
bigger than anticipated. Second 
week, | frame of “Law and Disorder” held 
with socko $9.100 at the Baronet, 
near first week take. 

“Certain Smile” looks toe finish 
its third session at the Paramount 
with good $28,000. “La Pari- 
sienne” was big $20.000 in third 
week at the Victoria. . “Vikings” 
continued in great style with $27,- 


9 
‘ }000 in 10th round at the Astor, 
a e us |topping the ninth week. 


| “Around World in 80 Days” 


‘ + wound its 96th week with an amaz- 

° |ing $32,600 at the Rivoli. “Gigi” 

0; y | was still capacity at $19,300 in 13th 
frame at the Royale. 

Baltimore, Aug. 19. |,, 90uth Seas con- 


Situation is generally a pleasant | fourth smash with $38,900 in 
this frame at the deluxers | fourth round at the Warner where 


Holds. Last 
Vogue Art (Srer-Shulman) (44?; 


“Blue 
(Cont), 


Last week, 
Trinian’s” 
$1,800. 








Adventure” 


(2d _ wk).| as fresh product and steady ho!d- | it’s now in the fifth week. “Bridge 


overs are holding up. “The Fly” | River Kwai” still was big with 
in 35th session at the 
Palace. “South Pacific’ pushed te 
a boffo $31,590 in 21st week at the 
Criterion. 
Estimates for This Weck 


: , Astor (City Inv.) - 75.¢9)__ 
third at the Mayfair; “The Match- | “Vikings” (UA) te teee ae 





is fairish at the Century. Strongest 


Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— | maker” in second at the Little and | round winding up today (Wed.) is 


| August heat wave has apparently | «1 ight in Forest” (BV) (2d wk).| “South Pacific,” still nice in 20th| pushing ahead of 


last week for 


Great $14,000. Last week, $20,600. | week at the New. “Night Heaven | great $27,000. Ninth week, $26,000, 


Harris (indie) 
“Gigi” (M-G) (6th wk). Nice $16,- 


800. Last-week, $17,300. 


Loop ‘Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50'— | West. 


“La Parisienne” (UA) (4th wk). 
Oke $9,000. Last week, $9,500. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30)—“‘South Pacific” (20th) (21st 
wk). Solid $32,000. Last week, 
$32.500. 


} 


| 


Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-85)— | 


“Tarzan’s Fight for Life” (M-G) 
and “Handle With Care” 
Neat $6,500. Last week, 
Women” (UA) and “Edge of Fury” 


(UA) (ist wk), $4,500. 


Opera House (Nat'l Th.) (2,350; | wk). é, 
(NT) | same for previous frame. 


$1.50-$3.50)—“‘Windjammer” 
Soft $21,300. Last week, 


Oriental (Indie) (3.400; 90-$1.50) | wk). Nice $3,000. Ditto for fourth. | 


“Ride a 


Last week, “Twilight for Gods” 
(U) (3d wk), $16,000. 
Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 
$1.25-$3.40)—“‘Search for Paradise” 
(Cinerama) (18th wk). Fine $24,- 
. Last week, $24,500. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 90-$1.80) 
—“Defiant Ones” (UA). Wham 
(Continued on page 10) 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; ie., 
without usual .tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net te€e, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


| 


| Crooked Trail” (U). Fair $17,000. | 50-$1.25)—“Big 


| 





| Fine $3,000 after $5,000 ovener 


| wk). Steady $9,000 after same in| 


| Good $3,400. Week before, “Miss | 2&ar. 
| Julie” (Indie) (2d wx), $2,200 


(984; $1.25-$3)— | Fell” is rated okay in fourth at the | Stays on 
Cinema. “Time to Love” is holding Little Carne 
nicely in fifth frame at the Five | (550; ae. A a 
First session ended 


be (24 wk). 

Estimates for This Week yesterday (Tues.) hit a new house 
Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50-|recerd of $19.000. Pic was given 

$1.25)—“‘Bravados” (20th). Fairish | Zala preem Tuesday (12) night. 

$7.500. Week before “No Time for | Slightly higher top of $2 (charged 

Sergeants” (WB) (7th wk), $8,000.|on weekends) is helping to boost 
Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50- | total. 

$1.25) — “Night Heaven ‘Fell”|, Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25- 


(M_G)_ | (Kings) (4th wk). Oke $3,000 after | $1.70)—“Law and Disorder” (Indie) 
“Island | $3.400 in third. ae 


wk’. Second stanza finished 
Monday (18) held at great $9,100. 
First was $9,300. 
Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
a — = Dead” (WB) (3d 
aor ees : wk). First holdover week ended 
est (Schwaber) a | yesterday (Tues.) was trim $33,00¢ 
or neai. Initial round was $44,000. 


Film Centre (Rappaport) (890, 
$1.50-$2.50)\—"Gigi” (M-G) (6th 
Steady $7,000 after about 


Five 
$1.25)—“Time to Love” 





: Criterion (Moss) (1,671; $1.80- 

Hippodrome ——— (2,300; | $3.50) — “South Pacific” (20th) 

Sock $14,000. Last week, “Re- (22d wk). The 21st session ended 

venge of Frankenstein” (Col), | 5¥oday (17) was up to sock $31,- 

35 aa eh 
Little (Rappaport) (300; 50-$1.25)| {ne Arts (Davis) (308; 90-$1. 

—“Matchmaker” (Par) (2d wk).|— The Key” (Col) (8th wk). Sev- 


enih round ended yesterday (Tues.) 
gi Mazeaie, Prucntman), (900: 30-| "Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 
Hefty $7,000 after about same week | Lovers and Thieves” (Indie) (34 
before. wk). Initial holdover session ended 
New (Fruchtman) (1,600; $1.50- | a 19) was Gne $8,708. First 
$2.50)—“South Pacific” (20th) (20th | Mayfair (Indie) (1.736: 79-$1.80) 
19th. “Twilight For Gods” (U) (3d wk). 
Playhouse (Schwaber) (460; 50- | Initial holdover session ended yes- 
(Col). | teréay (Tues.) was fine $16,000 or 
First week, $20,500. 
q Normandte (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
Stanley (Fruchtman) (3,200; 50-|$1.80)—“White Wilderness” (BV) 
$1.25)—"The Fly” (20th). Lofty | (2d wk). First stanza ended Mon- 


$1.25)—“Man in Raincoat” 


$12,000. Last week, “Rock-A-Bye | day (18) soared to whopping $15,- 
Baby” (Par) (2d wk), $6,500. 000 or close. Holds 
Town (Rappaport) (1,125; 50- Palace (RKO) (1,642; $1-$3)— 


$1.25)—“Naked and Dead” (WB). | “Bridge on River Kwai” (Col) (26th 
Great $11,000. Last weel “Indis-| wk). The 35th frame completed 
creet” (WB) (4th wk), $0,000. i (Continued on page 10) 
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“Twilight Fair $8,000 in Dull Mpls: 
Naked’ Virile 76 2, ‘Sets’ 7156, 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

It's a case holdovers monopoliz- 
ing the Loop currently. In fact, 
there’s only a single important 
newcomer, “Twilight for Gods,” 
solid at Radio City. Elsewhere it’s 
mainly holdover or longrun. 
“Naked and Dead” is potent in 
second round at State. 

“Search for Paradise” is racking 
up its 25th week and “South Pa- 
cific’ the eighth round. Fifth ses- 
sion for “No Time for Sergeants” 
looks stout. Second week for “Im- 
itation General” and “The Fly” 
are both good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Academy (Mann) (947; $1.50- 
$2.65)—"South Pacific’ (Magna) 


(8th wk). Lively $12,500. Las 
week, $11,500. 
Century ‘SW-Cinerama) (1,150; 


$1.75-$2,65)—“Search for Paradise” 
(Cinerama) (25th wk). Plenty of 
profit at nice $11,500. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1.000; 85-90)— 
“Imitation General” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Good $5,000. Last week, $7,800. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-90)—“The 
Fly” (20th) and “Space Master X-7” 
(20th) (2d wk). Good $4,000. Last 
week, $9,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-90)— 
“Twilight For Gods” (U). Has field 
of newcomers practically to itself, 
but looks only fair $8,000 or near. 
Last week, “Indiscreet” (WB) (2d 
wk), $9,500 at 90-$1.25. 

RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 90- 
$1:25\—"No Time for Sergeants” 
(WB) (5th wkk). Stout $7,500. Last 
week, $9.000. 

RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 75-85)— 
“Left-Handed Gun” (WB) and 
“Manhunt in Jungle” (WB). Looks 
big at $5,000. Last week, “The 
Lineup” (Col) and “Screaming 
Mimi" (Col) split with “World Was 
His Jury” (Col) and “Return to 
Warbow” (Col), $3,000. 

State ‘Par) (2,200; 90-$1.25)— 
“Naked and Dead” (WB) (2d wk). 
Halding up at virile $7,000 or dose. 
Last week, $11,000. 

Suburban World ‘Mann) (800; 85) 
—"“Razzia” (Indie) (2d run). Played 
downtown World previously. Mod- 
erate $1,800. Last week, “Summer 


Winds Blow” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$1,400 
World ‘Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 


“La Parisienne” (UA) (3d wk). Has 
shown plenty of strength via Bar- 
dot, but perhaps somewhat less 
than expected. Hot $4,800. Last 
week, $5,000. 





4 New Films Up Cincy; 
‘Love’ Okay 106, ‘Naked’ 
116, ‘Matchmaker’ $9,000 


Cincinnati, Aug. 19. 

Four new entries are stimulating 
Cincy film trade this week. 
Bunched for the lead are “Naked 
and Dead,” okay at Albee; ““Match- 
maker,” looming swell at Keith's 
and “A Time to Love,” a happy 
Palace pleaser entry. “Law and 
Jake Wade” shapes fairish at the 
Grand. Longruns continue hotsy. 
“Search for Paradise,” in 37th 
week at downtown Capitol, brings 
its run to a close Oct. 19, making 
way for “Windjammer.” “South 
Pacific” is in the 17th round at 
Valley, suburban deluxer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 
“Naked and Dead” (WB). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Indiscreet” 
(WB) (2d wk), $9.500. 

Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1,376: 
$1.20-$2.65)—“Search for Paradise” 
‘Cinerama) (37th wk). Fancy $19,- 
000 after $19,500 in 36th canto. Run 
extended through Oct. 19. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 75-$1.10)— 
“Law and Jake Wade” (M-G) and 
“Handle With Care” (M-G). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, “Kathy O” (U), 
$6,000. 

Keith's (Shor) (1,500; 90-$1.25)— 
“Matchmaker” (Par). Swell $9,000 
or near. Last week, “Light in For- 
est” (BV) (2d wk), $6,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 75-$1.25)— 
“A Time to Love” (U). All right 


$10,000. Last week, “King Creole” 
(Par), ditto. 

Valley ‘Wiethe) (1.300; $1.50- 
$2.50)—“South Pacific” (20th) (17th 
wk). Close to last week’s firm 
$13,000. 





TORONTO 


‘Continued from page 8) 


“Gigi” (M-G) (4th wk). Still near- 
Capacity $10,000. Last week, 
$11.000. 

University (FP) (1,233; $1.50- 


$2.40)—“‘Seven Wonders of World” 
(Cinerama) (4th wk). Off to $9,000. 
Last week, $12,000. 

Uptown ‘Loew) (2,074; 60-$1)— 
“Twilight for Gods” ‘U) (2d wk), 
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CLEVELAND 
(Continued from page 8) 
(Cont) (indie) (5th wk). Okay $2,- 

400 after $3,000. 
Hippodrome ‘Telem’t) (3,700; 75- 


$1)—“‘Gunman’s Walk” (Col). Fair 
$10,000. Last weck, “Certain 
Smile” (20th), $13,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (500; 
70-90) — “Monika” (Indie) and 


“‘Mixed-Up Women” (Indie). Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Elysia” (Indie) 
and “Deadlier Than the Male” (In- 
die) (reissues) (2d wk), $2,600. 

Ohio (Loew) (1,244; $1.25-$2.50) 
—South Pacific’ (20th) (20th wk). 
Potent $10,000. Last week, same. 

Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,523; 
$1.25-$2.40) —‘“‘Search For Para- 
dise” (Cinerama). Opened tuday 
(Tues.), with benefit sponsored by 
Cleveland Newspaper Guild. Last 
week, “Seven Wonders of World” 
(Cinerama) (30th wk), great $30,- 
000 in 8 days. 

State ‘Loew) (3,500; 70-90)— 
“Rock-A-Bye Baby” (Par). Fine 
$14,000. Last week. “Vikings” (UA) 
(UA) (3d wk), $13,000. 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 70-90)— 
“Vikings” (UA) (m.o.). Sturdy 
$10,000. Last week, “Gigi” (M-G) 
(6th wk), $9,500 in 10 days. 


‘Love’ Lofty $7,000, 
L'ville; Sgts. 66 


Louisville, Aug. 19 

Hot, humid weather is more fa- 
vorable to cinema patronage than 
the torrential rains, which have 
been descending just about show 
time in this area. Local exhibs say 
attendance is not affected by the 
heat since airconditioning and that 
biz is still plenty satisfactory. 





shapes solid. “A Certain Smile” at 
Rialto looks nice. “No Time for 
Sergeants” looms fancy in seventh 
round at the Mary Anderson. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.) (1,200; 
| $1.25-$2)—“South Pacific’ 20th) 
| (15th wk). Still good at $8,000 after 
last week's $8,500. 

Kentucky ‘Switow) (900; 50-85)— 
“Time to Love” (U). Robust $7,000. 
Last week, “Night Heaven Fell” 
(Kings) (3d wk), $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.000: 
85-$1.25)—“‘No Time for Sergeants” 
(WB) (7th wk). Trim $6,000 after 
sixth week's $7,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 60- 
| 80-—“Certain Smile” (20th). Helped 
| by contest to pick girl with most 
intriguing smile. Younger set boost- 
ing this one with nice $10,000 
likely. Last week, “Fly” (20th) and 
“Space Master X-7) (20th), $10.500 

United Artists (U A) (3,000: 60-90) 
—“Gunman's Walk” (Co!) and 
“Lineup” (Col). Fair $8,500. Last 
week, “Imitation General” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $6,000. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 
$35,000 or better. Last week, “The 
Key” (Col) (6th wk), $8,500. 

States-Lake (B&K) (2400; 90- 
$1.80)—“Vikings” (UA) (9th wk). 





Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.50) 
—‘Rooney” (Rank). Modest 
$5,400. Last week, “Tempest in 
Flesh” (Indie) (2d wk). $3.500. 

Todd’s Cinestage (Todd) (1,036: 
$1.75-$3.50)—“‘Around World” (UA) 
(72d wk). Amazing $19,800. Last 
week. $18,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
$1.80)—“Indiscreet” (WR) (2d wk). 
Great $31,000. Last week. $40,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 90- 
$1.50) “Night Heaven Fell” 
(Kings) (2d wk). Bright $21,000. 
Last week, $25,000. 

World (‘Teitel) (606; 90)—“God 
Created Woman” (Kings) (5th wk). 
Big $4,200. Last week, $4,700. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Vikings” (UA) (7th wk), Hand- 
some $8,500 after $10,000. Remains. 

Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.50)—“God 








Created Woman” (Kings) (40th 
wk.) Great $2,600. Last week, 
$2.700. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; $1.25- 


$2.50)—“Bridge on River Kwai” 
| (Col) (22d wk). Strong $9,500. Last 
| week, $9,700. Stays on. 


Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1.300; 
| $1.25-$2.40)—“‘Search for Para- 
;dise” (Cinerama) (32d wk). Oke 


| $9,500 following $9,700 last week. 
Holds. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$2.50) 
“South Pagifie? (20th) (19th, wk) 





Fine $7,000. Last week, $11,000) ' 4 Big $48,506, ~Dast «week, ‘$1000, 


“Time to Love” at the Kentucky | 


Fast $16.000. Last week. $19,000. | 


NEW YORK 


| (Continued from page 9) 
yesterday (Tues.) was big $24,600. 
The 34th was $24,300. 

Odeon (Rank) (813; 90-$1.80)— 
“The Key” (Col) (8th wk). Seventh 
week finished yesterday (Tues.) 
held at smooth $11,500, same as 
last week. 

Royale (Loew) (934; $1.50-$3)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (14th wk). The 13th 
frame ended Saturday (16) was 
capacity $19,300. The 12th week 
was the same. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3.665; $1- 
$2)—“‘Certain Smile” (20th) (3d 
wk). This round winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is likely to hit fine $28,- 
000. Second, $37,000. Stays on. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80)\—“Age of Infidelity” (Janus). 
Opened Monday (18). In ahead, 
“Man in Raincoat” (Kings) (5th wk), 
was okay $5,000 after same in 
fourth. 

Radio City Mus‘’e Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 90-$2.75)—‘‘Reluc- 
tant Debutante” (M-G) with stage- 
show. First week ending today 
(Wed.) looks like mighty $190,000. 
Last week, “Indiscreet” (WB) with 
stagebill (7th wk), $143.200, over 
hopes, and to wind a highly suc- 
cessful run_ here. “Debutante” 
was biggest opening day for a Me- 
tro pic here since “High Society” 
some years back, and first week is 
biggest non-holiday opener since 
“Society.” 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—Around World” (UA) (97th wk). 
The 96th week ended yesterday 
(Tues.) was sensational $32,600. 
The 95th stanza was $32,300. 

Plaza (Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“La Parisienne” (UA) (4th wk) 
Third round concluded yesterday 
(Tues.) was good $11,000. Second 
was $14,009 

Roxy (Natl. Th.) (2,710; $1.75- 
$3.50)—“‘Windjammer” (NT) (19th 
wk). This round ending today 
(Wed.) is heading for okay $23,000. 
The 18th week, $20,000. Stays on. 

State (Loew) (3.450; 50-$1.75)— 
“Imitation General’ (M-G). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Rock- 
A-Bye Baby” (Par) (4th wk), fair 
$12,000 after $15,000 for third 


stanza. 
Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— 
“Tale of Two Cities” (Rank) (3d 


wk). Initial holdover frame ended 


Sunday (17) was great $7,100. First | 
(540; | 


week, big $9,500, over hopes. 
Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) 
$1.25-$2)—“‘Case of Dr. Laurent” 
T-L) (9th wk). Eight week fin- 
ished yesterday (Tues.) lifted to 
big $10.000. Seventh, $9,200. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,003; 50-$2) 


—‘La Parisienne” (4th wk). Third 
session ended yesterday (Tues.) 
held at big $20,000 or close. The 


second week, $21,000. Stays on. 
Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 


$1.80-$3.50)—"‘South Seas Adven- | 


ture” (Cinerama) (5th wk). Fourth 
round ended Saturday (16) was 
smash $38,900. Third week, $40,- 
800. Stays on, with advance sale 
building every day. 


ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 8) 

Brooklyn” (Col) (2d wk), $13,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,200; 60-90)— 
“Reluctant Debutante” (M-G) and 
“Cry Terror” (M-G). Great $12.- 
000 or over. Last week, “Vikings” 
UA) (6th wk), $7,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (1,900; 60-90)— 





“Light in Forest” (BV) (3d wk). 
Big $6,000. Last week, $8,000. 
Pageant (‘Arthur) (1,000; $1.80- 


$2.25)—"“South Pacific” (20th) (18th 


wk). Still potent at $8,000, same 
as last week. 

Richmond (Arthur) (1,000; 
$1.25) — “Naked Earth” (20th). 


Oke $2,100. Last week, “Poor But 
Beautiful” (Indie), $1,500. 

St. Louis (Arthur) (3,800; 60-75) 
—“Adam and Eve” (Indie) and 
“Bitter Victory” (Col). Fair $10,- 
000. Last week, “Time to Love” 
(U) and “Wild Heritage” (U), $10,- 
000. 

Shady Oak (Arthur) (560; $1.25) 
}—“Naked Earth” (20th). 
$3,000. Last week, “Poor But 
Beautiful” (Indie), $2,000. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from: page 8) 
$1.10)—"Sierra Baron” (20th) 
yp ‘Gang War” (20th). 
Last week, “Frankenstein 
AA) and “Spy in Sky” 
$26,000. 

Saxon (Sack) (1,000; $1.50-$3.30) 
—‘South Pacific” (20th) (19th wk). 
Good $14,500. Last week, $16,000. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,000; 60-$1.10) 





(AA), 


—-"Naked Earth” (20th) and “Des- | 


ert Hell” (20th). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, “Gunman’s Walk” (Col) and 
“Life Begins at 17” (Col), same. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 90-$1.50) 
—-"Law and Jake Wade” (M-G) and 
“Tarzan’s Fight for Life” (M-G) 


(24d wk). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
$10,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.25) — 
“jmitation General” (M-G) and 
“True Story Lynn Siuart” (Col) 
(2d .wk).,, Oke; $9,000.;,Last week, 

US438 000) TU UcbCo 8 ()-€ .“94 


Fancy | 


and | 
Oke $13,000. | 
1970” | 


——_ 
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| China Doll 


| and sometimes corny. It’s a tale of 
| China in 1943, at a time when the 
Japanese had cut off all supply 
|lines and American airman took to 
flying the hump. Smack in the 
middle is Mature, a lonely leader 
who has dropped good books and 
bad women and has taken to the 
bottle. In one of his most alco- 
holic states, he unknowingly pur- 
chases a young Chinese girl as a 
housekeeper, and she ends up Car- 
rying his child, drawing his love 
land marrying him, in that order. 
Both are killed in a subsequent air 
attack, and the child lives to spend 
the next 13 years in Chinese or- 
{phan homes before being brought 
to America and her parents’ 
friends. 

Mature displays his share of 
love, emotion and humor. High- 
light of the picture is LiLi Hua 
| who, in playing the title role, is as 
sumptuous a femme as has flecked 
the American screen. Ward Bond 
lis excellent as an understanding 


man of the cloth, and Danny Chang | 


lis fine as the barracks’ boy. A good 
supporting cast also includes Bob 
Mathias, Stu Whitman, Johnny 
{Desmond (who sings one rather 
nondescript tune), Elaine Curtis 
}and Ann McCréa. 

| Photography by William Cloth- 


jier is sharp, with stock war foot-|¢ 


|age used with precision despite its 
| tell-tale darker tones. Other tech- 
nical credits, 
| Vars’ music, Jack Murray’s editing 
/and Howard Richmond’s art direc- 
tion are capable. Ron, 
Next to No Time 
(BRITISH—COLOR) 





Flimsy comedy kept alive via 
stylish acting by Kenneth More 
and Betsy Drake; boxoffice 
prospects depend entirely on 
this stellar draw. 








| British Lion release of a Henry Cor- 
| nelius (Albert Fennell) production, Stars 
Kenneth More, Betsy Drake; features 
} Roland Culver, Harry Green, Patrick Barr, 
Maureen Connell. Directed by Henry Cor- 


| nelius. Screenplay by Cornelius from 
Paul Gallico’s story, “The Enchanted 
Hour”; editor. Peter Hunt; camera, 
Freddie Francis: music, Georges Auric. 
At Studio One, London. Running time, 
93 MINS. 

David Webb . Kenneth More 
Georgie Brant Betsy Drake 
Becky ... Bessie Love 
Saul . Harry Green 
Jerry Patrick Barr 
Sir Godfrey Cowan Roland Culver 
V'arren Reginald Beckwith 
Steve .. John Walsh 
Hobbs Howard Marion-Crawford 
Wallis . Clive Morton 


. John Laurie 
Irene Handl 


Abercrombie 
Mrs. Crowley 


OO ES ee Maureen Connell 
Forbes Raymond Huntley 
Mario P Ferdy Mayne | 
Clerk Russell Waters 





Paul Gallico’s stories are usually 
| little gems of wisdom, good taste 
|and shrewd observation, but any 
| producer deciding to turn one into 

a film is usually leading with his 
chin. The stories are so slight 
and such gentle anecdotes. “Next 
To No Time!”, based on Gallico’s 
| “Enchanted Hour,” is a case in 
} point. The story-line is as slim as 
a chorine’s waist. That the pic 
turns out to be bright entertain- 
ment is because of neat direction 
and impeccable casting. The film 
will certainly be popular in British 
cinemas. In America, it depends 
on whether Kenneth More and 
Betsy Drake will attract the ducat- 
| buyers. 

More is a planning engineer who 
| has hit on a way of using auto- 
|matism to up production at his 
|firm’s factory. But finance is 
|needed. So More is shipped on 
| the Queen Elizabeth to persuade a 
| financier to put coin into the 
project. He is not happy about the 
| assignment since he tends to dr 
up in front of strangers. But with 
the help of a superstitious Irish 
barman an an attractive Yank film 
star he finds himself the life and 
| soul of the Liz party and clinches 
| the deal just in time for the film to 
| wind up 

He has a number of amusing epi- 
sodes and puts them over in a gay, 
inconsequential manner which has 
made him a top star in this coun- 


| try. Miss Drake, cast as a film 
star, again produces her usual 
| brand of charm and _ happiness. 


But, despite the efforts of the two 
stars, it is the supporting actors 
who really make this jell. Roland 
| Culver, as the stuffy financier; Sid- 
ney Jones, as a jovial cabin stew- 
ard; Harry Green, as a Hollywood 
| tycoon, Ferdy May 
Casanova; Howard Marion-Craw- 
ford, as the ship’s bore, John 
Walsh, cast as a bar-steward: and 
Reginald Beckworth as Culver's 
“yes man” are all highly useful 
aids. 

_ Freddie Francis’s color lensing 
| is excellent and the dialog some- 
how manages to keep 


| effervescent 


including Henry | 


ne, as the ship's | 


from page 6 ———— 
forget that a tiny little joke is 
being spun out incredibly. This 
was the last film Henry Cornelius 
made before his premature death 
It also features Harry Green in his 
last screen performance before he 
| died. They both made their final 
bow under pleasant circumstances, 
ich. 


War of the Colossal 
Beast 


Sequel to “The Amazing Colos- 
sal Man”; handicapped by lack 
of novel situations; aided by 
good special effects. Average 
return for an exploitationer. 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

American-Internationai release of a 
James H. Nicholson-Samuel Z. Arkoff pro- 
duction. Stars Sally Fraser, Roger Pace, 
Dean Parkin. Producer-Director, Bert 1. 
Gordon; screenplay, George Worthing 
Yates; based on a story by Bert I. Gor- 
don; camera, Jacgk Marta; music, Albert 
Glasser; editor, Ronald Sinclair Pre- 
viewed at Warner’s Hollywood Theatre 





projection room, Aug. 4, ‘58. Running 
time, 68 MINS, 

SOPED’ cacivivcpocvedvisececes Sally Fraser 
OO RR eT Dean Parkin 


| Major Baird °. 
Dr. Carmichael 
| Capt. Harris .. 
| Swanson 
Migu 


Roger Pace 
ee Russ Bender 
. Charles Stewart 
George Becwar 
Robert Hernandez 
Rico Alaniz 
George Alexander 
George Navarro 
John McNamara 
. Bob Garnet 
-.Howard Wright 
Roy Gordon 

. George Milan 
Werren Frost 
Bill Giorgio 





Army Officer 
Mexican Doctor ........ 
Neurologist 
orres.—Pent .......... 
Medica! Corps Officer. . 
Mayor . ‘ 
General Nelson .... ee 
Operator (Switchboard) . 
Bus Driver 


a a Loretta Nicholson 
BEGUN  .. cccccceteconse June Jocelyn 
WOWEOREIEE ccccccccccess . Jack Kosslyn 





“The War of the Colossal Beast” 
is a sequel to American-Interna- 
tional’s earlier “The Amazing 
Colossal Man,” but invention seems 
to have been exhausted in the first 
picture. Sequel will have to ride to 
whatever success it enjoys on that 
picture. Bert I. Gordon is producer 
and director as well as the creator 
of the special effects. He is most 
successful in the last category, 
largely because he doesn't have 
much story to work with aside from 
the fact that his central figure is 
60 feet tall. “Beast” may be pro- 
moted into successful boxoffice, 
but it will take considerable ex- 
ploitation and word-of-mouth will 
not be enthusiastic. 

“Colossal Man” ended with the 
outsize man—whose growth had 
{been unnaturally stimulated by 
|plutonium radium—falling into 
| Boulder Dam and being drowned. 
| It turns out he escaped, however, 
and is captured again only to raise 
the problem of what is to be done 
| with him. He escapes as he is about 
to be transported for permanent 
}exile to an uninhabited Pacifie 
j isle, and is disposed of this time 
| by walking into high tension wifes. 
| For fans of these pictures, it 
might be somewhat confusing to 
| find different actors playing roles 
| that occurred in the first picture, 
}and some of the same actors who 
| were in the original playing other 
|roles in the sequel. Gordon has 
| also interpolated a film clip from 
| the early film into this one, as a 
| dream sequence, and unfortunately 
| it is more exciting than anything 
|in the current version. 

Dean Parkin plays the “Beast” in 
| this version, in properly horrible 
makeup, and others in the cast in- 


Pace 
| Russ Bender, Charles Stewart and 
| George Becwar. 

Jack Marta’s camera work and 
Ronald Sinclair’s editing help 
achieve the photographic tricks 
that are the Gordon specialty. But 
there should be more substantial 
basis otherwise these special ef- 
fects lose considerable value. 

Powe. 


Catch-All Censors 


=e Continued from page 7 Ga 

spicy paragraphs in books and 
magazines. But that would only 
be the beginning. Whenever 
the bureaucrats felt so in- 
clined, they would assume the 
unprecedented role of guar- 
dians of the attorney general 
and the various district at- 
torneys, telling the latter what 
to do.” 

Rep. Thomas F. Farrell (D, 
| Worcester) defended the bill, com- 
|}menting that J. Edgar Hover, 
| FBI chief, attributed widespread 
juvenile delinquency to the read- 
|ing of “smutty literature” by young 
| people. 

According to the bill, the com- 
|mittee could scrutinize and report 
jon films, shows, vaude attractions, 
|phonograph records, broadcasts, 
television, comic books, magazines, 





|clude Sally Fraser, Roger 














.,Sufficiently | books, newspapers, even to the car- 
to’ thdké’’ audiehées|'toons and advertising® fatter! *'* 
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Museum-Produced Short a Winner 


“Adventure of *” (actual title), 


a 10-minute animated short with 


no dialog but a music track by Lional Hampton, has won two fur- 


ther awards—(a)“Best Animated Film” 


tralia Festival, topping 135 films 


at the Melbourne Aus- 
from 21 lands and (b) Grand Prix 


Short at Montevideo, Uruguay Festival topping 300 entries from 
46 countries. Same short won at the 1957 Venice Festival. 

What makes the jumping asterisk saga unique is that as far as 
known it's first film ever financed and produced by a museum. 


James Johnson Sweeney, curator 


of the Solomon Guggenheim Mu- 


seum in N.Y., co-authored and co-produced with John Hubley and 
Edith Elliott and the short was first previewed at the Metropolitan 


Museum's art film rally. 
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Mexico’s Best of the Best’ 


Uncle Sam to Participate in New-Fangled Kind 


Of Film 


7 


Motion Picture Export Assn., at 
a meeting in New York this week, 
voted to go along with an unique 
international motion picture fes- 
tival. Mexico City has blueprinted 
it—it’s called the World Represen- 
tation of Fitm Festivals—and it 
runs Oct. 10-27. 


| Eyes, 12 Hands) as entry for the 
| San Francisco International Film | aiso contributed to the MPEA total. 


Festival 


. > . . 
India’s Frisco Pick 

New Delhi, Aug. 19. 
Indian _government has 





The 


1.5, CUTS $ FOR 
VENICE FEST 


By ROBERT F. HAWKINS 


Venice, Aug. 19. 

America’s Motion Picture Export 
Assn., its Venice Film Festival 
budget trimmed by over $2,000, 
will probably not throw its tradi- 
tional catch-all Excelsior Hotel 
party this year, but concentrate on 
what someone termed “pinpoint 
representation,” i.e., more intimate 
get-togethers or luncheons for 
press, delegates, stars and reps. 

Additional coin in the approxi- 
mate $7,000 total allowed MPEA 
this time will go towards the usual 
U.S. pressbook and photo handouts, 
as well as to pay for a giant poster 
spotlighting the Yank pix entered 
in the Festival in the vicinity of 
the Palace. 

Ironically, as pointed out by one 
local observer, the total MPEA 
budget for the fest is lower than 








picked Rajkamal Kalamandir’s “Do|the coin expended by one com- 


Ankhen, Barah  Haath” 


Each couniry is being invited to | Festival, which is scheduled te run 


submit three productions which 


have been cited in festivals in other | Hindi-language 


|from Oct. 29 to Nov. 11 


The 


pic has already 


(Twe! pany, UA, for its multiple efforts 
|and parties at Venice. 


And UA 


This year’s Venice Film Festival, 
| 


the 19th of a series starting in 


| 1932, gets under way here Sunday 


paris of the world over the past; won honors at home ard abroad. | night (24) with opening of U.A.’s 


year. MPEA 
on the 


tions. 


JESUIT WRITER CALLS 
CANNES DULL SOW 


Venice, Aug. 19. 
Multiplying film festivals of all 
kinds threaten to remove from the 
older film events much of their 
traditional interest and prestige, 


- 





according to Jesuit Father Baragli, | 


who voices his views in the latest 


number of Civilita’ Cattolica” 
(Catholic Civilization). Speaking 
more specifically of this year's 


Cannes Film Festival in one of the 
rare Catholic pronouncements on 
such events, Father Baragli notes 
that Pope Pius's recent warning 
that “even the morally acceptable 
film may become dangerous if it 
presents a world_in which God 
does not exist” was exemplified by 
the films presented at the Riviera 
event 

This quality—or lack thereof— 
was one of the main reasons, the 
writer states, for the regrettable 
failure to assign the traditional 
OICC (Office Catholique du Cin- 
ema) prize at Cannes. (Kudos is 
meant for pic which “contributes 
to spiritual progress and develop- 
ment of human values.’’) 

Article has evoked considerable 
comment in dtalo pic circles, with 
interest. high regarding Catholic 
opinion regarding the forthcoming 
Venice event. 











pe Italian Secretary 
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it to fear no competition from any 
European competition in the field. 


Ariosto admitted that before the | 


1954-55 crisis, here had been an 
“excessive fractionalization” of lo- 
cal film finance and initiative. This 
situation had now been to a large 
extent eliminated via consolidation 
of the local productive structure. A 
small group of “about eight” pro- 
duction companies, Ariosto said, 
now comprised some 70% of the 
year’s Italian production total. 

He admitted, however, that the 
current rash of low-budget “re- 
gional” films, without any artistic 
value whatsoever, will have to be 
limited in the future. 

While noting that the Italian box- 
office had dropped only some 8° 
in ticket sales, Ariosto concluded 
by suggesting a solution to the cur- 
rent high salaries for actors: cut 
them in on share of net, in addition 


to a proportionate minimum guar- 


antee arrangement. 





will call the turns | 
United States presenta-| President’s Gold Medal for the best | American films entered in the two- 


In April here, it got the Indian 


feature of 1957, with cash prizes 
for Y. Shantaram as producer and 
director totaling $5,000. 

At the Berlin Film Fest'val last 
;month, pic won two honors—the 
| special award of the Gold Bear, 
| for its strong human appeal; and 
| the special prize of the Interna- 
tional Catholic Cinematographic 
Bureau, “for its profound and 
poetic symbolism.” 





Venice Festival 
~ Spurns Russia's 
‘Idiot’ Protest 


Venice, Aug. 19. 


| The Venice Film Festival has 
| taken a firm stand against the So- 
| viet threat to yank its entry, 
|“Otar’s Widow,” from the event 
| because Venice had refused to ac- 
|eept the “preferred” Russian 
| choice of “The Idiot” as the single 
/USSR contestant. Russians term- 
ed the exclusion “unprecented . . . 
wrong, and groundless.” 

| Lengihy and detailed Venice 
| Festival statement just released 
| notes that while “The Idiot” (di- 
|rected by I. Piriev) was listed by 
| the Soviets as the preferred entry 
of a group of five features submit- 
ted for screening by the fest sel- 
lection committee, latter had pre- 
ierred “Otar’s Widow,” another 
one of the five, as allowed by the 
Venice regulations regarding free 
selection. 

Also pointed out here that Rus- 
}sian entries all arrived Aug. 1, 
{past the regular submission dead- 
line, therefore Venice was doing 
the Russians a favor in considering 
the features at all. The Russian 
claims of bias are further to be 
discounted, says Venice, in that 
| all five Russian pix will eventually 
be shown in Venice in the course 
of the festival—four naturally 
being out of competition. 

For the above reasons, there- 
fore, Venice has termed the Rus- 
|sian claims “entirely unacceptable 
|}and unfounded.” Soviet protest, 
|which followed recent announce- 
ment of pix in competition, first 
| appeared in “Soviet Culture” and 
|was later repeated by Moscow 
| Radio. 











| Twister Splinters Screen 
Sunray, Texas, Aug. 19. 
A twister passed through the 
| Buckaroo Drive-In Theatre here 
and demolished the screen except 





Houck & Powers Theatres Inc., for one section which was left 
have purchased the Leo Theatre | Standing. 
and the Joy Drive-In Theatre at 
Texarkana, Tex. from Leo Bounds | 
and his) father, » 4,5) 


Lit 


1») 


| Pieces of the screen were tossed 


more than 500 yards 


| of. the péreen Ypwer. 


jv) ; 


from the site 


|“God’s Little Acre,” one of two 


| week competition by the lagoon. 

Erskine Caldwell and director An- 
|thony Mann, and possibly some of 

film’s players will be in attendance. 
| Sereening will be fo'lowed by a 
| big $8500 party to be given by 
| United Artists at the Excelsior in 
| lieu of the usual fest affair in the 
| same hostel. 


Second Yank feature in comneti- 


| tion, Martin Ritt’s “The Black 
Orchid” (Carlo Ponti for Para- 
| mount) unspools Sept. 3 and it’s 


possible that this world preem may 
be occasion for Sophia Loren’s 
first re-entry into her home coun- 
try since her marriage to producer 
| Carlo Ponti. 

| UA. will also help send off the 
| British entry “The Horse’s Mouth,” 
| which it has in release, via party 
{and press confab; and is hoping 
for attendance of Alec Guinness, 
its star. 

Among other U.S. features ex- 
pected to be shown, but out of 
competition in the Festival's so- 
catled “information section” (in 
which worthy pix of general in- 
terest are shown out of the run- 
ning), are:* “The Goddess” (for 
which Columbia hopes to have 
Paddy Chayefsky in attendance); 
“St. Louis Blues”; and “The Defi- 
ant Ones.” (Both “The Goddess” 
and “The Defiant Ones” have won 
prizes in recent European Fes- 
tivals). 

Official U.S. government repre- 
sentation at Venice is in the hands 
of George Stevens (who also served 
on the Cannes Festival jury in 
1957), while the MPEA contingent 
is topped by Mediterranean Area 
chief Frank Gervasi and Alexander 
Manson, both up from the Rome 
HQ. The USA this year also has 
the jury presidency, in the person 
of King Vidor, who heads the 
international body charged with 
naming the Lion of St. Mark win- 
ners from among the 14 competing 
features of nine nations. 

These 14 selections will be 
screened twice each day: Once, at 
11 a.m. for the press (in order to 
meet daily deadlines); then at 10 
p.m. for the general public, re- 


(Continued on page 19) 
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Studio Out-Paid Theatres 
On the eve of divorcement- 
that was back in 1949—in- 
vesiors in Paramount and 
members of the board of direc- 
tors were faced with a prob- 
lem situation. This focused on 
which of the two surviving 
companies likely would be the 


best investment, Paramount 
Pictures or Paramount Thea- 
tres. 

Iinitally, both traded at 


about the $20 level. Still there 
is the theatre end while Par 
Pictures is up to $42. Theatre 
division has paid $9.75 in divi- 
dends and the film company 
$16. 











Films Relations 


| 


To TV a Topic | 
At Venice Fest 


Venice, Aug. 19. | 

“Relations between the film in- 
dustry and television” is the spe-| 
cific topic of a special assembly of | 
the FIAPF (International Federa- 
tion of Producer’s Associations) | 
called for the Venice Film Festival. | 
Dates of the get-together, which 
was voted at Bruxelles by the) 
IAPF general assembly, have now | 
been set for Sept. 5 and 6, with a| 
preliminary session to be held 
Sept. 4. 

The Italian contribution to the 
discussion is eagerly awaited here, 
as topic is known to be one of the 
principal worries of the Italo pic | 
industry, which feels that the) 
| Italo government is unfairly dis- 
criminating against it (and pro the 
TV interests here, which are state- 
subsidized) via disproportionate 
tax levies, etc. 

More cautionusly, in one of lis | 
first statements to the press, tie | 
new Italian Government Under- | 
secretary for Entertainment, Egidio | 
Ariosto, indicated the government | 
would try to find a compromise | 
solution to the thorny question | 
which would “respect the interests | 
of all.” He added that the col-' 
laboration and coordination of | 
Italian film industry and television | 
“must be intensified.” 


Fruchtman Expanding 


Baltimore, Aug. 19. 

Jack Fruchtman has spread out 
again. Owner-operator of four 
firstrun and three neighborhood 
houses here in town plus six more | 
in Southern Maryland, one of; 
which is newly-erected ozoner in| 
Waldorf, he has added Times and | 
Rex in his stable. 

First {s a semi-firstrun which 
was outlet for B product and lesser | 
known foreign imports and second | 
is a nabe. Purchase of the two) 
houses marks fifth major acquisi- | 
tion for him in less than four} 
years. 

Purchase of Times puts Frucht- 
man within blocks of Aurora, nabe | 
only recently acquired by I. M.| 
Rappaport, owner-operator of four 
firstruns here. 
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Venice Film Festival 
Aug. 24—"“God’s Little Acre” (UA)- 
Aug. 26—The Eighth Day of the Wee 
German 
ug. q 
. 28—Otar’s Widow,” directed by 


” (The 
(One Life), 


30—"Vici jama 


. 31—“Une_ Vie” dir. 





Sept. 2—"“En Cas de Malheur” 
France 
| Sept. 
Sept. 4—“Narayama Bushi 
| shita—Japan 
Sept. 5—-“La Sfida” (The Challe 
Sept. 6-"Les. | oe 
Sept. 7—OUT OF 


o” 


overs) 


Venice Film Festival Sked 


19 
Following is the day-by-day schedule of features in competition at the 19th 
America 
Aug. 25—‘‘Rosemarie.” directed by Rolf Thiele—Germany 
27—"Nattens Lijus” (Lights in the Night), directed by Kjellgren—Sweden 


z, 29—"Muhomatsu No Issho” (Rickshaw Man), directed by H. Inagaki—Japan 
Fox Den), dir. by Jiri Weiss—Czechoslovakia 


. 1—“The Horse’s Mouth” (UA), dir. by Ronald 
(in Case of Llness), 


3—“The Black Orchid” (Par), dir. by Martin Ritt—America 
K (The Legend 


e). dir. by F. Rosi—Italy 
ants , dir “by 
COMPETITION) ) Soledad.” digs Gy Geass and: Crayéri--Spaim | 





Venice, Aug 


k,.” directed by Alexander Ford—Polish- 


M. Ciaureli—Russia 


Astruc—France 
Neame—Great Britain 
by C. Autant-Lara— 


by A 


dir. 
of K. Kino- 


Narayama), dir. by 


Malle—France + : 





| first 


| tures 


British Video Attacking Legality 
Of Film Industry's 


No-Sell Rule 


London, Aug. 19. 


The legality of the British film 
industry's scheme to prevent the 
sale of feature films to television 
will be challenged when applica- 
tion is made in the courts to regis- 
ter it under the Restrictive Prac- 
‘ices Act. This procedure is being 
followed, rather than the more 
complicated method of issuing a 
writ against the company and the 
directors of the Film Industry De- 
ence .Fund, 

The challenge to the scheme, 
which is known as FIDO, will be 
made by some of the commercial 
ty program companies. Val Parnell, 
managing director of Associated 
TeleVision, who revealed h‘s op- 
position to the project when it was 
formulated last February, 
told Varrery last week that it was 
uncertain at the moment which 
of the program companies would 
join in taking action. 

In both the motion picture and 
television industries it is taken for 
granted at this juncture’ that 
neither ABC-TV nor Granada TV 
Network will join in any action to 
test the legality as both companies, 
through their exhib‘tion arms, are 
represented on the FIDO board of 


| directors. 


Indeed, it was Cecil G. Bernstein, 
managing director of Granada, who 
first formulated the proposal on 
which the present scheme is based. 


| He launched the plan at te time 


of a major industry rumpus, when 
the news broke that Ealing Films 
wes proposing to lease on a fran- 
chise arrangement its substantial 
backlog to ABC at a price of 
around $5,500 per picture. Ealing 
has reserved its right of action in 


{regard to FIDO but has so far not 


indicated what it proposes to do, 
a 


Cooper 
=——_——w Continued from page 1 = 
vis'on and “cut way back.” Few 
of them, he added, “‘siuck to their 
guns. They got rid of their con- 
tract players and now they're try- 
ing to buy them back.” 

However, Cooper feeis that the 
present demand for a few star 
names is only “a passing fancy.” 
He pointed out that when the film 
companies abdicated their former 
roles of mass producers, they left 
a void which enabled actors, di- 
rectors, writers and producers to 
step in as independent contractors, 
“They left a large amount of story 
material which was ready to be 
photographed,” he maintained. 

Cooper does not feel that it is 
necessary to spend $5,000,000 or 
more to make a successful picture. 
He pointed out, for example, that 
“High Noon” only cost $750,000. 

Although he operates as a free- 
lance independent, Cooper has no 
intention of becoming associated 
with an operation similar to Burt 
Lancaster’s Hecht-Hill-Lancaster or 
Kirk Douglas’ Bryna Product‘ons. 
He said he’s willing to participate 
in putting packages together, but 
he wants no part of a company 
that eats up overhead and is com- 
mitted to a regular program of 
production. 

On the subject of story material, 
Cooper deplored the type of pic- 
that concentrate! on the 
“seamy side of American life.” He 








| said he didn’t think these pictures 


did us any good abroad. “Some 


| pictures require villains,” he said, 


“but I don't think it’s necessary to 
go overboard and and make every- 
body in the picture an unsavory 
character.” In essence, he con- 
cluded that his aim was to appear 
in pictures that provided enter- 
tainment, 
ADDS RIDES FOR KIDS 
San Antonio, Aug. 19. 

The Towne Twin Drive-In Thea- 
tre here has increased its play- 
ground facilities for the small fry 
by installing a modern merry-go- 
round and a ferris wheel. 

Requires an attendant 
check on the safety of 


on duty 
the 


, 


to ‘ 
kiddjea. 
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Ballyhoo Economy Provokes Raps At 
‘Secret? Openings and ‘Quiet’? Sendoffs 


Independent producers associ- 
ated with companies that have 
been cutting down on their bally 
staffs are becoming concerned 
about the quality of the sendoifs 
their pictures are receiving. Al- 
though the film companies finance 
the picture 100%, the producers 


point out that they only stand to| 
make money if the picture shows a | 


good profit. Many of them feel 
that a picture’s full potential is lost 
if the bally pitch is a half-hearted 
one. 


have to deal with the distributors 





Since most of the producers still 


i 
> 


| the Chicago Tribune. Newspapers 
|in which the ads will appear have 


a combined circulation of almost | 


16,000,000. Radio coverage is set 
| for 39 stations in 19 cities with an 
expectation of making almost 
| 8,000,000 impressions per week. 
In addition to the national mags, 
| campaign will also be seen in nine 
'fan publications and will be capped 
| with a full-page four-color ad in 
Life. 

Seadler pointed out that the 
campaign is only devised to sup- 
| port the Labor Day openings and 


in question, their comments have that additional space and time 
been made privately. One of them! would be taken for subsequent 
beefed, for example, that his pic-| gates. 
ture was released with a “whis-' ing exhibitors in cooperative local 
per.” Another complained about | campaigns. 


the lack of a field force to call his | Theme of the campaign features 


picture to the attention of exhibi- | 4 cyt of Elizabeth Taylor in a slip. | 


tors and the public in the hinter- “This is Maggie the cat,” the copy 
Jands. reads. 

“I don’t agree that a good pic- | 
ture will draw patrons to the the- | 
atre automatically,” said one indie 
producer. “No matter how good | 





Summer in Chicago 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Thovgh early summer biz was 


In addition. Metro is join- | 


the picture is, it still has to be sold 
hard in today's market.” | 

Several producers, according to. 
reports, are thinking of changing | 
distribution affiliations with new) 
projects. “Why should a producer,” 
said one, “bring a package to a dis- 
tributor who hasn't the facilities 
or the manpower to publicize it ef- 
fectively?” 

At one major company where 
substantial cuts have been made 
and additional ones are contem-| 
plated shortly, a producer went to | 
the chief operating official of the | 
eompany and frankly demanded 
“what gives?” He was, however, 
assured that when the publicity | 
cuts are made, outside help and | 
indie publicity offices would be re- 
tained for individual pictures 
rather than maintaining a staff on 
a full-time basis. 
producer said he was 
with the answer. 


“satisfied” 





Unmentionable: Admissions 

Vhile Broadway business during 
the summer has been generally 
good it still rates as short of ex- 
pectations in many situations. And 
some observers believe the mat- 


ter of admission price might be} 


responsible. 

4 visiting film exec from the 
Coast this week noted thet the 
grind 
Street have been doing proportion- 
ately much better than the large 
siowcases in the nearby area. 
These situations on “Grind Alley,” 
such as those operated by the 
Brandt circuit and Max Cohen, in 
many instances have done well 
with product which commercially 
faltered in the initial Times Square 
runs, 

“It's logical te assume that a 
good portion of the public is balk- 
ing at the prices being charged on 
Broadway,” said the Coastite. 

Gotham’s firstrun tariff scales 
from $1.80 and up in the important 
theatre-going times. In contrast 
the 42d St. prices are about half 
this amount. 





Si Seadler’s Catnip 

Maintaining that “there is no 
substitute for penetration,” Si 
Seadler, Metro’s advertising man- 
ager, told the trade press Friday 
(15) that the company would 
launch one of the most ambitious 
advertising campaigns in its his- 


This particular | 


houses on Manhattan's 42d_ 


below par, Chicago boxoffices im-_ 


proved in June over preceding 


month, per data from the city tax) 


collector. Three percent admish 
impost gave the city $80,943 against 
| May's $77,493. Total amusement 
| tax take in June came to $133.795, 
|compared with $134,633 In May, 
‘dip apparently resulting from less 
| legit and one-shot entertainment 


| activity. For first seven months of | 


this year, Windy City amusement 
taxes are down $24,434 from the 
like period last year. 





Some Point ‘Vertigo’ Moral 
There’s more to the story on 
Paramount changing its “Vertigo” 


| advertising campaign than meets | 


{the surface. According to key 
|}sources close to the situation, this 
is another demonstration of the p't- 
falls in having the production and 
homeoffice personnel too closely 
together. 

, And, it’s said, it makes for potent 
argument against the idea, as 


adopted by Warners, of moving the | 
traditionally eastern departments | 


to the Coast. 

It was in accordance with the 
wishes of producer Alfred Hitch- 
cock that Par employed a “Ver- 
tigo” ad campaign which had as 
its focal point simply a symbol— 
,;a Saul Bass design intended to 


| word. It apparently did not register 





In this era of “controversial” 
pictures, where is the balance to 
be struck between (a) an honest 
presentation of theme in the ads 
and (b) the need to accent a film’s 
commercial elements? 

Question is bothering the ad-pub 
experts who are currently having 
| themselves a field day exploiting 
, the new type of “action” (i.e. 
;shock, horror, juvenile delin- 
quency and_ horror) pictures. 
| They're not treading on such sure 
ground when it comes to finding 
| the right pitch for ‘adult’ films. 

Problem is a thorny one. On 
| the one hand, the aim is to com- 
|municate to the public the idea 





convey the meaning of the title, 


tory for “Cat On a Hot Tin Roof,” | that there is a film with some in- 
film version of the Tennessee Wil- | gredients of thought, perhaps even 


liams play. } 

Entire campaign, including mag- 
#7'ne and newspaper space and ra- | 
do time, is being geared to kick 
of the 109 onenings over the La- 
bor Day weekend. The mag cam- 
paign gets off the ground a month 
ahead of release with Mctro’s 
“Picture of the Month” column ap- 
pearing in eight leading national 
magazines with a total circulation | 
of over 90,000,000. 

Supporting the mag will be 
1,000-line two-color spreads in 35) 
newspapers in cities covering areas 
where the picture is set to play 
over the Labor Day weckend. | 
These ads are scheduled to break | 
the Sunday before the openings. 
In addition to these ads, the large 

_ midwest territory, will be coyered,, 


with a fujlppage fourregier ; ad +in 


a “message.” On the other, the 
ad-pub fraternity clings to the no- 
tion (substantiated via some hard- 
knock experience in the past) that 
the straightforward approach to 
selling adult themes can be disas- 
trous; that in fact they can’t be 
popularized unless they can be 
made to seem more entertaining— 
even sensational—than thought- 
ful. 

It’s this particular conviction, 


|turning a think piece into a sex 


meller, which has cued the fre- 


| quent criticism that film advertis- 


ing gives a lopsided view of a pic- 
ture’s content. 

There's now a tendency to “test” 
ad campaigns in the hope of hit- 
ting on the right approach. Films 
like aape efiant Opes,” ““Me and 
the Colon 





of Missing Business 


| with the public and a change was 
made to conventional motion pic- 
ture “sell.” The change gubstan- 
tially improved the boxoffice. 

It’s now said that Rar, for one, 
likely in.future will turn at least 
a partially deaf ear to producers 
who are insistent on campaign 
angles that are objected to by im- 
portant homeoffice execs. 





Buffalo, Aug. 19. 
Picture industry exploiteers who 
appear to have gone idea-sterile 
|recently might do well to investi- 
gate current publicity promotional 
gadgets employed by nearby ‘or 
did tracks get ideas first from show 
biz?) Canadian race tracks. 
Following recent stunt of special 
matinees with free admission ‘but 
no betting) for minors which drew 
front page headlines, Ft. Erie (Ont.) 
track near here this week inau- 
gurated “Open House” Sunday 
mornings “from 7 to 11 A.M.” 
Display newspaper advertising 


| Lure Toujours 
| 


:carried “Everyone Welcome theme} 


with “coffee, soft drinks, donuts 
served complimentary by the On- 
tario Jockey Club” and a chance 
for you and your family to spend 
a pleasant morning watching Can- 
| ada’s finest thoroughbreds exercise, 
visiting the stable area and seeing 
'a demonstration of the starting 
|gate in front of the grandstand.” 
| Camera fans were urged to bring 
their cameras. 


| Is TV Dependably ‘Bad’? ; 
Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Some exhibitors hereabouts be- 
lieve that the fact that, in their 
opinion, this summer's television 
programming quality has hit an all- 
time quality low and the repeat 
video shown have been so numer- 
ous account in part for the fact 
that their grosses generally show a 
considerable gain over the corre- 
| ponding period a year ago. 

At least, they feel it has been a 
“contributing factor” of more or 
less importance. 

Of course, last summer hit a 
lower boxoffice point than other- 
wise probably in this territery 
principally because of daylight sav- 
ing time’s initial impact and with 
the fast time still present there's 
still plenty of*room for improve- 
ment, it’s pointed out. 

But exhibitors say they know 
for a fact that patrons who have 
been missing are among those pres- 
ent again at their showhouses and 
some have volunteered to tell these 
theatreowners they've been driven 
back to the theatres by “tv's poor 
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Hall of Fame—Road to Nowhere? 


West Coast studio group's plans for a motion picture industry 
hall of fame, similar to baseball's Cooperstown, N. Y., honoring 
of the diamond’s greats over the years, has been met with skep- 
ticism in New York. 

Some easterners agree that such an endeavor ought to be under- 
taken but have had experience in such projects, which have becn 
cropping up every few years or so. Sometimes they're simply 
placed before a meeting of a trade group for the sole purpose of 
rounding out the agenda. 

‘Too, proposals for a hall of fame, a traveling exposition or a 
standing film business museum have been advanced by serious- 
minded execs. 

In all cases in past, it’s said, the pattern has been the same: 
The announcements, the follow-up lip service, and then abandon- 
ment. 

There’s sentiment in Gotham for a hall of fame—and much 
doubt that it will materialize. 

—_—_—— 











fare,” according to Frank Mantzke, 
North Centra] Allied president and 
circuit head. 

Charles Winchell, Minnesota 
Amusement Co. ‘United Para- 
mount) president-general manager, 
credits stronger product principally 
with his circuit's current summer 
boxoffice gain over 1957's. 

‘+ after a dull peried early in the 


Ic Tax Saving 
Into the Pockets 
Of Theatre Men 


summer we've been experiencing 
and now are experiencing better 
grosses than for the corresponding 
period a year ago,” says Winchell. 
“Such pictures as ‘The Viking,’ for 
example, have played an important 
jos in sparking our spurt, 

| “With this particular picture it 
so happens that we've probably 
| done a better boxoffice job than 
most other areas after having suc- 
ceeded in getting designated the 
Minnesota Centennial Celebration 
screen attraction and because no 
doubt, too, we have such a large 
Scandinavian population.” 








When Hard Tickets Go Soft 
Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 
Ted Mann is taking cognizance 
of the possible adverse boxoffice 
effects on “South Pacific,” now in 
its eighth week at his Academy as 
a $2.65 hard-ticket attraction, from 
ithe fact that “Around the World 
lin 80 Days” played similarly in his 
jtheatre for 50 weeks and now can 
be seen, a short while 
run’s end, in local 
houses for $1.50. 





In an effort to halt as many peo- 


ple as possible from waiting to 
see it at lower prices—there has 
been no claim that “South Pacific” 
will not be seen elsewhere later— 
;Mann is using many extra newspa- 
'per ads scattered on various pages. 


In Selling Today's Offbeat Product, 
Actual Theme Often Played Down 


Little Acre,” “Old Man and the 
Sea” and others face the film plug- 
| gers with some complex questions, 
not only vis-a-vis the public, but 
_also in relation to the producers 
| who take pride in the work they 
| have created. Of late some of 
| these producers on the Coast have 
kicked about the “undignified” 
merchandising pitch on their films. 
| Cynical Angles 

The cynical approach to the 
problem runs something like this: 
| A producer makes a fine film in 
which he treats sensitively with a 
touchy subject. If he goes over- 
board, particularly in the “sex” 
elements, the Production Code 
| likely as not will force a toning 
| down of the treatment. 
ture is then made in this re- 
strained form. When it comes to 
advertising it. the very sex angle 
which the Code subdued is played 
to the hilt on the—probably sound 
—theory that nothing sells tickets 
as effectively as the promise of 
“sexy” scenes. The result is that 
audiences, time and again, are led 
to feel they are going to see one 
thing when, actually, they are pre- 
sented with another. 

To make things more difficult, 
the ad-pubbers know they're the 
first to be blamed if a picture fails, 
and the last to collect the credits 
if it clicks at the boxoffice, their 
art being of the kind that resists 
a final yardstick at the b.o. 

Though there have been some 
surveys, the main question of, what 





The pic- 


remains a subject of conjecture. 
For a while, some companies ex- 
perimented with very modernistic 
ads for their more provocative re- 
leases, The results, generally, were 
disappointing, leaving the (super- 
ficial) impression that even un- 
usual films require the standard 
kinds of advertising come-on. It's 
a fact, however, that exaggeration 
has so much become a part of film 
advertising that even the public 
whom it is designed to impress, 
and which presumably has become 
inured to extravagant claims over 
the decades, has come to expect 
the rather sensationalist technique 
It takes their flam- 
boyant claims with a grain of salt, 
though when it is led too far afield, 
and feels it has been “cheated,” 
the reaction inevitably sets in. 


of film ads 





plied to an “adult” picture, which 
a company also feels could be a 
| b.o. winner, is also open to ques- 
|tion. Faced with the task of sell- 
}ing an unpleasant theme, or— 
| worse still—a picture without six, 
| the pluggers are not beyond pick- 
| ing on a totally insignificant scene 
|in the film to give the ads the 
| proper “punch.” They're also not 
{ beyond accenting a theme which is 
completely subsidiary to the main 


point of the story, if that main 
point doesn’t appear to have 
| “want-to-see” appeal. Producers 


| have charged that several poten- 
|tially valuable attractions were 
ruined ,by the, determined plati- 


» “The Keys’; {God's itype,of, ads. bringcin pepple still: tudes of their advertisi 4 Western. Electric, 96455 50-64 
y BAe 5 5 61| iL Westerp, ble oi ry ey 
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The degree of honesty to be ap- | 


Widescale changes in theatre ad- 
mission prices is in the offing as 
a result of the Congressional ac- 
tion which tax exempts admissions 
| up to $l—raised from 90c. All 
; designed to benefit exhibitors, and 
{the distributors by way of their 
percentage deals. 

It’s figured about 1,100 theatres 
hes the United States Show have 
|prices over 90c and thus have not 
| benefitted from the exemption on 
scales less than that amount. How- 
ever, those which have maintained 
|a ceiling at that level for the pur- 
;pose of avoiding the Government 
levy now are free to jump the 
| Price 10c and pocket that amount. 

Chances are most of them will 
|do this to help bolster the economy 
of their operatiens. 

It’s noted that Robert W. Coyne 
special counsel of the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations, in 
pressing for the tax assist. re- 
frained from any promises that the 
public would benefit. 








Reluctant Approval 
Washington. Aug. 19 

Long-sought tax relief on tick- 
ets to amusements events is in the 
bag here. 

The new excise tax bill, wiping 
out federal tax on the first $1 of 
a ticket'’s cost, regardless of the 
total price, sailed through both 
houses of Congress and will be 
{signed into law by President Eisen- 
;hower despite his personal objec- 
tion to the tax reduction. Only 
|tickets priced at 90c or less are 
| without tax now. 


Weingarten to Paris | 





Paris, Aug. 19. 

Metro producer Lawrence Wein- 
garten skied in here this week on 
a fast-paced business trip to dis- 
cuss release of one Avon produc- 
tion and set details for two up- 
coming projects. 

Weingarten huddles here with 
screenwriter William Bowers who 
is doing the screenplay for the 
Robert Lewis Taylor novel, “The 
Travels of Jamie McPheeters,” 
which Richard Brooks is directing. 

Also here, Weingarten confers 
with Davis Lewis, Loew's regional 
sales director, on release plans for 
his “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” soon- 
to-be released Avon production for 
Metro. 


From here, the producer planes 
to London where he plans to line 
up a British director for his “No 
| Blade of Grass,” and set produc- 
tion for the film which he plans to 
|shoot in Britain. Also while in 
|London, Weingarten will confer 
| with Michael Balcon on the possi- 
bility of their doing a co-produc- 
tion. 
| Weingarten returns to his desk 
|} at Metro early next month. 





| 
| 
| 
| 











Johnny Jey has rejoined the 
Fabian organization in  Schie- 
nectady—as assistant .to Eugene 
Ganott, manager of the Plaza. Joy 
recently, worked “Square” for 
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Guild-Goldwyn’s 
Delayed Huddle 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Screen Directors Guild and 
Samuel Goldwyn are expected to 
meet this week to resolve their 
differences arising from the “Porgy 
and Bess” dispute. 

Guild’s negotiating committee 
was to have met with the producer 
last Wednesday, but Guild prexy 
George Sidney wired Goldwyn the 
committee couldn’t make it since 
its members were working. 

Sidney said over the weekend 
the guild will try to have its meet- 
ing with Goldwyn this week. He 
said, as regards Irving Lazar, ex- 
agent of Rouben Mamoulian, it was 
up to the board to decide if it 
wanted to meet with.him when he 
returns from Europe this week. 
Lazar, fired by Mamoulian after 
Mamoulian was fired by Goldwyn, 
last weck cabled Sidney refuting 
charges made by the director, and 
asking for a hearing before SDG 
to present his side of the case. 


SDG has granted Otto Premin- 
ger, Mamoulian’s replacement, a 
conditional waiver to work for 


Goldwyn pending results of its ses- 
sion with the producer. 
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Loew’s 


Sees CONtinued from page 1 ee 


ners and 20th, the directors push- 
ing the idea feel it is necessary for 
a company in Loew’s position. 
They point out, for example, that 
the production-distribution activi- 
ties and particularly the function- 
ing of the Coast studio are putting 
a severe drain on the other divi- 
sions of the company. The studio 
operation is believed to be losing 
$10,000,000 annually and is deplet- 
ing the profits that all the other 
units are turning in each year. 
Since film production and dis- 
tribution is the weak link in the 
Loew's overall operation, the pro- 
ponents of the plan feel that it 


should be “made to stand on its 
own feet.” They maintain that 
only when this is accomplished 


can drastic economies and a new 
type of realistic operation be insti- 
tuted. 

It’s stressed that there is no in- 
tention to abandon and liquidate 
the production company. Stock- 
holders, who would receive a half 
a share of stock in Loew's Inc. and 
a half a share in Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, would still have an im- 
portant stake in the production 
company. It would be up to the 
executives of the new company to 
gee that it pays off. 

Proponents of this thinking 
shrwg off the precedents set by the 
previously- -dfvorced companies by 
stating that market conditions 
have changed considerably since 
the prior separations and by noting 
that Loew's faces serious trouble 
if the studio losses continue. 

“How long can the studio eat up 
the money of the other divisions?” 
asked one advocate of the plan. The 
advocates also maintain that once 
the studio is operating separately, 
Loew’s can place more concentra- 
tion on the other profit-making di- 
visions which, it's felt, can be con- 
siderably developed and enlarged. 
In addition, it’s maintained that 
there is a possibility for more di- 
versification once the money-losing 
member of the family is out of the 
Way. 

As a method for settling the 
$27,000,000 funded debt, the direc- 
tors behind the new separation 
idea are suggesting that the income 
due from the sale of the pre-1948 
films be pledged to the insurance 
companies holding the debt. As 
envisioned by the _ proponents, 
prexy Joseph R. Vogel would re- 
main as chief executive of the new 
Loew's Inc. and production chief 
Sol C. Siegel could assume the top 
post at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 

It’s understood that the manage- 
ment of Loew's does not regard 
the new vlan with enthusiasm. 
However, there are kev directors 
wth subctontiol stockholdings who 
annenr to be determined to pur Ne 
It further. A showdown is_a" 
pated within the 4 











FHFFFFEFOFOEES O44 


Moving picture producers and exhibitors unite in 
dislike of the hint—insistently voiced—that box- 
office admission prices are too high for the family if) 
trade, with parking and baby-sitting fees added. 
Hollywood's Jerry Wald now comes forward with 
some “perspective” in the form of his estimates of (j) 
what other forms of amusement stand the Ameri- 


can citizen. He estimates: 
(a) Three hours of bowling... 
(b) Three hours of dancing 


ing of, course, that you dance solo. A part- 
ner will be much more expensive. 
(ec) Footbail—$6, plus parking, etc. 
Baseball—$2.50, plus 75c for a cushion and 


(d) 
program. 





. . $4.00. (k) 
. » $3.50, assum- 
(m) 
in) 


(e) 


(g) 
(h) 


‘q) 





Big Picture Rivalry 


Not Among Exhibs 


But Telecasters 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 
There's a real battle on the fea- 
ture picture scene here, but, 
strangely, the combatants do not 
include the competing theatres in 
this particular instance, but,’ in- 


| stead, two local television stations, 
| National 


Television Associate's 
KMSP and Time Inc.'s WTCN. 

Both are shooting at each other 
the very top feattures available 
for video in the early evening time 
seven nights a week and outdoing 
one another in the utilization of 


heavy newspaper advertising 
space to publicize their film at- 
tractions. Such advertising ex- 


penditures have hit a new local 
high for tv. 

First blood apparently has been 
drawn by KMSP which, in the 
A.R.B. July ratings leads the field 
with a cumulative 26.8 figure for 
motion pictures. 

While WTCN-TV recently made 
a heavy purchase of M-G-M pic- 
tures, KMSP at the time Metro’s 
25% interest was acquired by 
NTA, giving the latter sole owner- 
ship, had an option to buy all or 
part of the library and selected 
what it considered the 150 most 
choice. It also has the 20th-Fox, 
Selznick and part of the Warner 


Bros., RKO and United Artists’ 
tv libraries. 
The WTCN lineup comprises 


the latest batch of United Artists, 
M-G-M and Warner Bros. oldies 
not owned by KMSP and including 
a numbe rof post-1948 releases. 

Naturally, the area’s exhibitors 
aren’t the least happy about the 
scrap. Some of thei: leaders have 
expressed the opinion that it’s 
making the public more tv-picture 
and less theatre-picture conscious, 
with its heavy newspaper adver- 
tising ammunition, and is bound 
to hurt the boxoffice. This being 
especially so, they point out, be- 
cause of the improved quality of 
tv screen fare. 





COPS RAID LOOP FIRSTRUN 


Say Kids Entered ‘Adults Only’ 
BB Release 





Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Chicago cops meant it when they 
said Brigitte Bardot’s “Night 
Heaven Fell” wasn’t for kids, per 
a raid at the firstrun Woods in 
Loop. 

Three detectives and two distaff 
coppers said they counted some 200 
juves admitted to the theatre with- 
out question.- Arrested were Eddie 
Silverman’s house manager, a ticket 
taker and a ticket seller. Trio was 
released on bonds, but face seven 
charges of allowing minors to view 
a pink-ticketed (adults) pic. 





Memphis Gal Tests Okay 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
A 19-year-old Memphis new- 
comer, Stella Stevens, may 
termpacted by 20th-Fox. 
Miss Stevens was tested by the 
studio last week, with Dick Pow- 
ell directing for Ben Bard, in 


i.|charge of the studio's talent de- 
ext few tigate. | partment.’ de oe 
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Rally Round the ee 


Hollywood, Aug 

Twenty extras assigned . 
fight scene in Max chubaais 
story “Rally Round the Flag, 
Boys” for 20th-Fox won their 
fight for hazardous duty pay 
when technicians and bit play- 
ers rallied to their aid. 

The sequence, which took 
three days’ filming last week, 
involved a melee between In- 
dians and Pilgrims around a 
burning teepee. The second 
day, the extras staged an hour- 
long sit-down strike at the urg- 
ing of other players and tech- 
nicians and production man- 
ager Gaston Glass capitulated. 
A sceond delay the next day 
firmed the concession from the 
studio and the extras got from 
$90 to £130 per day instead of 
the $22 to $27 originally slated 
as Straight extra pay. 


Paillard Victor 
Vs. Zoomar Inc. 


U.S. Court of Appeals Monday 
(18) upheld dismissal of an in- 
fringement suit brought by Zoo- 
mar Inc. against Paillard Products 
Inc. involving Zoomar’s patents on 
varifocal lenses for motion picture 
and television cameras. Zoomar 
had appealed from a_ decision 
handed down earlier this year by 
Federal Judge Irving R. Kaufman. 

In finding for the defendant, 
Judge Kaufman also granted it an 
injunction against Zoomar to re- 
strain the latter from prosecuting 
any of Paillard’s customers for for 
infringement. Appeals _ tribunal 
held that the injunction as incor- 
porated in the lower court ruling 
is “clearly proper.” 


METRO PARTY UPS TOWN 
POPULATION by 27 


‘Madison, Ind., Aug. 19. 

Metro’s 2,300-mile junket to this 
small Indiana city (pop. 10,000) is 
believed to be the biggest such 
move, logistically, every attempted 
on a domestic location. In num- 
bers alone, the move—to shoot 
“Some Came Running’’—has raised 
the population by almost 2%. 

A total of 38 players and 85 
crew members were transported 
here, including stars Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Shirley MacLaine, 
Martha Hyer and Arthur Kennedy. 
They have taken over, for living 
quarters, two hotels, several motels 
and 15 private homes. 

Some 350,000 lbs. of equipment 
were shipped here by air, rail and 
truck, including five vintage autos; 
a 35-foot, multiple-unit air-condi- 
tioned dressing room trailer; three- 
1,000 ampere generators, plus 20 
tons of cables and lights. 


Priestly’s ‘Companions’ 
U.S. Preem in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
British-made “Good Compan- 














be | ions” (Associated Pathe) is down 


for U.S. preem at the World Play- 
house here Aug. 22. Re-make is 
from a J. B. Priestly novel on show 
folk and stars Eric Portman and 
Celia Johnson. 


Stratford 'Pikhires’ is réleasifg. | men 
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OP ilms Still Cheapest Form of Fun 





An hour of rides in any 
amount to at least $3. 
Admission to lecture—$3. 
Concert ticket—$4.80. 
Legitimate theatre—$6.90 to $8.05. 

A taxi ride of a few miles—$3 plus tip; ie., 
if watching a taxi meter is your idea of en- 
tertainment. 

Horse racing—$2.65 admission, 
and don’t bet, plus parking, program, etc. 
Night Clubs—$5 to $50, and up. 

Boxing and wrestling-——-$5 (punks). 

‘o) State fairs: $3 admission. 

‘p Golf: Green fee and caddy $8.50. 

A good novel, 
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kiddie park will 


if you stand 





$4. 95. 


‘That Thieving TV 


Cry Expands To 
Screen Music 


Hollywood, Aug. 19 

Already irate at television be- 
cause of its “pirating” and hitch- 
hiking on to motion picture prop-' 
erties, Hollywood film producers 
have another big beef against their 
small-screen competitor. Now the 
pix producers are griping that tee- 
vee is freely using actual scores 
from motion pictures without com- 
pensation or credit to the studios 
or creators. 

Burn by the theatrical screen biz 
against tv began last year when 
“The Helen Morgan Story” was 
presented on CBS-TV's “Playhouse 
90” shortly before Warner Bros.’ 
Morgan biopic was to be released: 
it was intensified when a “Climax” 
(also CBS-TV) had a drama about 
Andersonville, the Civil War pris- 





|}oner of war camp in Georgia, a 


drama which Cclumbia felt dam- 
aged its upcoming $4,000,000 film, 
“Andersonville,” based on Mac- 
Kinlay Kantor’s best-seller. 

Last week Metro burned when 
David Susskind announced he 
planned to do “Ben Hur” as a tv 
spec, since the studio has upwards 
of $14,000,000 invested in its cur- 
rently shooting “Ben Hur.” How- 
ever, Susskind has yielded to pro- 
tests and will drop his tv “Hur.” 

Frustrated motion picture execs 
admit they’re powerless to stop tv's 
latest example of freeloading—the 
cuffo use of a film's score in 
vidramas. 

They pointed to a re CBS- 
TV drama, “Studio One .a Holly- 
wood,” “The Last Summer.” in 
which the score of 20th-Fox’s | 
“Peyton Place” was utilized to 
background the love story. When 
“Peyton” producer Jerry Wald 
heard about it he immediately con- 
tacted the 20th legal department . 
regarding action against CBS-TV. | 
but was told there was no legal | 
step which could be taken against 
the network. 

Legalites explained to Wald that 
once a song 
and distributed, the studio has no | 
legal means of preventing use of a | 
score by tv as was done with | 
“Peyton.” 

In addition, scores from “The 
Robe,” “Vertigo” and “The Presi- 
dent’s Lady” have also been util- 
ized by tv. Producers such as Wald 
beet that when tv. engages in such 
practices it should at least credit 
the actual composer of the score 
on the tv screen. “Our ‘Peyton 
Place’ score and musicians cost 
$75,000 and tv used it for nothing,” 
Wald complained bitterly. 








HUDSON FALLS REOPENING 


Strand Usually Socked By Sur- 
rounding Drive-Ins 








Albany, Aug. 19. 

Schine’s Strand in Hudson Falls, 
closed since June 3, wil! be re- 
opened Aug. 29. It was one of the 
circuit’s three houses in the Al- 
bany territory offered at auction 
last May, but drawing no bidders: 

The theatre, whose summer busi- 
ness is affected by neighboring 
drive-ins, has been darkened for | 
seyera] ygars, during | the warm | 
nths.{? i 








{of Jerry Wald rapping the 


STV AITCH-AIKES. 
HOLLYWOOD {DEAS 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Threatened reprisals against tele- 


vision for pumping the gun on 
literary properties and _ beating 
theatrical pictures to the punch 


were made by Jerry Wald. Target 
of his attack was Talent Associates’ 
“Ben Ilur” spec announced for 
next February, well in advance of 
Metro's release of “Hur” costing 
512,500,000 

Wald called companies parasitic 
“who hide behind the protection 
of public domain while stealing 
creative thoughts and ideas of men 
who invest milliors.” Wald hinted 
reprisals might take this form: 
“Suppose wher it is decided just 
which product is unfortunate 


, enough to become associated with 


ihis unspeakable hijacking, future 


films would, in a tasieful manner, 
snow the vast world audiences dis- 
advantages of buying, using or 
owning particular product. f an 


\merican-made auto endorses this 
uniair practice we would demon- 
irate with the aid of stereophonic 
sound just how superior is the for- 
eicn-made car, Ciggie manufactur- 
ers will have to contend with a 
CinemaScope version of a picture 
star choking to death as a result 
of smoking cigaret. Whatever food 
product might align itself will be 
ihe villian of piece when lovely 
leading lady becomes violently ill 
alter eating it in all its technicolor 
horror. Let them name product and 
we'll spend millions to give it quick 
death.” 


Susskind Drors ‘Ben Hur’ 

Metro is breathing easier now 
that David Susskind, Talent Asso- 
ciates topper, has decided to aban- 
don his plans for a two-hour spec- 
tacular on “Ben Hur.” Metro, of 
course, had feared that its $12,500,- 
000 film remake of the Gen, 
Lew Wallace novel would be seri- 
ously affected if the story appeared 
on television prior to the film's re- 
lease. 

According to Susskind, no 
threats, bargaining or pressure was 
involved in his decision to with- 
draw the proposed tv project. He 
said he had been invited to visit 
in office of Loew's prexy Joseph 
R. Vogel and that Vogel had ex- 
plained to him the stakes involved 
in the Metro production, After the 
Loew's topper had outlined the ex- 
tent of the company’s commitment, 
Susskind said he voluntarily agreed 
to scrap his televersion. He noted 
that he had not realized the poten- 
tial for damage and injury that the 
viedo “Ben Hur” might cause to 
the film production. 

Susskind added ‘that he never 
,had the project under considera- 
tion for Dupont, for whom he pro- 
| duces the Show of the Month. He 
said he had intended “Ben-Hur” 
as a two-hour spec budgeted at 
nen 000, which is in excess of Du- 





The tv poddienett who is also In- 
volved in legit and theatrical film 
production, was particularly 
burned, however, at the remarks 
SO- 
called tv “pirates” and “bandits” 
for taking public domain properties 
intended for film production. Suss- 
kind charged that Wald’s state- 
ments were taken “from old scripts 
ebviously not suitable for filming. 
His remarks were certainly not ap- 
vlicable to the facts in this case. 
I find Wald’s functiening as the 
hich priest of ethics and morality 
extremely amusing and somewhat 
ironical.” 


Simonelli Chairs MPAA’s 
Ad-Pub Chiefs Group 


Charles Simonelli, Universal's 
eastern ad-pub department, has 
been elected chairman of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America’s ad- 
pub directors committee. 

He succeeds Columbia v.p. Paul 
N. Lazarus. Latter’s services, 
particularly as chairman of the 
industry’s “business building” 
campaign were given a vote of 

‘well’ déne”* bY the ful? committee. 
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Film Writers Kick Around Critics 


‘Terribly Necessary People’ (To Their Families) — 


Say Hollywood More Vital 10 Years Ago 


Despite the opening of new areas 
of discussion through the easing of 
censorship restrictions, the screen 
lacks ‘the vitality it had 10 years 
ago. That, at least, is the opinion 
of four veteran screenwriters who 
will be heard Sunday (22) on the 
Mitch Miller Show on CBS Ra- 
dio. 

The show, taped in advance at | 
the Coast headquarters of the 
Writers Guild of America, West, 
has as panelists Edmund Hart- 
mann, prexy of the Writers Guild, 
Hal Kanter, Frank Nugent and 
John Lee Mahin.: Although the 
four scribes agreed on the present- 
day lack of vitality, they failed to 
elaborate or make a comparison 
between the current screen vehi- 
cles and those that were produced 
10 years ago. 

In any event, they covered~a 
wide variety of subjects connect- 
ed with screenwriters and screen- 
writing, including credits, tech- 
niques, critics, censorship, Holly- 
wood versus New York and the po- 
sition of the sereenwriter. 

On the subject of film critics, 
Nugent. himself a former critic of 
the N.Y. Times, said he now had 
more sympathy but less patience 
with film critics. He stated that 
critics haven't grown up to the 
point of recognizing the contribu- 
tions of the screenwriter, a view 
in which his colleagues unanimous- 
ly agreed. 

Critics, according to Nugent, 
should come ovt te Hollywood 
more often. “Sometimes,” he said, 
“it seems they get all their infor- 
mation by reading the fam maga- 
zines.” Kanter interjected that 
“critics are terribly necessary peo- 
ple but only to their families. Hart- 
mann commented that the critics 
should learn the techniques of the 
screenwriters. “Too eften they 
treat a script like a prop of furni- 
ture,” he said. 

Neglected 


A good part of the one-hour dis- 
cussion was devoted to the com- 
plaint that the screenwriter was the 
most neglected of the creative 
forces connected with the making 
of a picture. The consensus of 
opinion was that motion pictures 
have become a director’s medium 
and that contributions of the writ- 
er are often credited to the di- 
rector or performer. Mahin quoted 
a lobby cemment he had over- 
heard: “I love Clark Gable. He 
says the most wonderful things.” 
Hartmann quoted a reviewer: “The 
picture was saved by the actress’ 
witty remarks.” Again on the sub- 
ject of the major credit going to 
the director, Mahin gagged about 
a producer who said: “I’m sorry 
1 didn’t buy that book. It was full 
of directors’ touches.” 

The four writers agreed that the 
only salvation for the screenwrit- 
er to obtain credit for his con- 
tributions and to protect his work 
is for scripters to assume the man- 
tles of producers and directors as 
many in the craft are currently 
doing. The quartet was unanimous 
in condemning the snobbishness of 
writers, particularly the New York 
school, who look down on the ef- 
forts of the Hollywood film writer. 
Nugent summed it up thusly: “I’ve 
had more intellectual stimulation 
in Southern California than in 
New York. We're not insular. Hol- 
lywood has been travelling and so 
have the writers. That’s a lot more 
thai I can say about the hide- 
bound New Yorkers.” Hartmann 
noted that there is still a tend- 
ency to sneer at the Hollywood 
writer while writers who turn out 
poor books and poor plays are re- 
garded with more esteem. “New 
York,” according to Kanter, “sits 
with its back to America.” 

Never Met Collaborator 


‘Nugent described collaborations 
as being similar to shotgun wed- 
dings. “However, sometimes _ it 
works out fine. Joshua Logan came 
in after I had written the screen- 
play for ‘Mr. Roberts’ and added 
his fine writing touch. We shared 
screen credit. To this day, I have 
yet to meet Logan.” 

On the subject of censorship, 
the writers agreed that they were 
less hemmed in by taboos. Kanter, 
however, told of an incident of 
writer who always tried to slip 
things past the production code 








office. On one ‘picture, his material 


was severely cut. Just to get even, 
he inserted one descriptive line. 
“Suddenly from off camera, we 
hear the scream of a nude woman.” 

On the problem of not knowing 
for which actor you're writing, 
Kanter remarked: “It’s difficult to 
write a screenplay for Alan Ladd 
and then have John Wayne take 
over the part. You have to go back 
and make everything taller.” 


Worldmark Firm 
Sets ‘Screenbill 


For Pic Houses 


A new weekly publication to be 
distributed on a controlled circula- 
tion basis in motion picture the- 





atres is being planned for launch- | 


ing this fall by the Worldmark 
Press of New York. Publication, 
to be known as Screenbill, will in- 
volve 50% distribution in the- 
atres and the balance to be mailed 


by theatre management to poten- | 


tial audiences and distributed by 
them in local restaurants, hotels, 
super markets, department stores, 
etc. According to the sponsors, 
the potential theatre audience cir- 
culation alone is 46,500,00 per 
week.. 


Theatres receive quantities de- 


sired for which they pay a charge | 


depending on their location. Break- 


down of the charges to theatres | 


has not been indicated. 


a local level by ailowing space 
for the name of each theatre. In 
addition, the back page will be de- 
voted to the cast and credits for 
the current attraction at each the- 
atre. 

Outfit’s editorial and advertising 
offices have been set up at Rocke- 
feller Center, N.Y. Ware Lynch 
and C. V. Armstrong are listed as 


publication coordinators and Jules | 
Weill as motion picture coordin- | 


ator, M. Y. Sachs is president of 
Worldmark Press. 
Edward L. Hyman, 


v.p. of 


American Broadcasting-Paramount | 


Theatres, is credited with creating 
the climate which is 
Screenbill possible. Hyman plugs 
the publication, saying it “will be 
a most valuable ally of our orderly 
distribution program in that ik 


would be a very effective aid in | 


the tremendous advertising cam- 
paigns we are urging at the local 
level.” It’s stated that Screenbill 
will carry regular editorial features 
as well as by-line columns. Frank 
Ware and Co. have been named 
media reps. 

This is the second publication 
for distribution in theatres that 
has disclosed plans for launching 
this fall. Another company has 
revealed that it will publish a 
magazine similar to the legit Play- 
bill. It’s to be known as Showbill 
and plans were to distribute it 
free in N.Y. art houses and in the- 
atres with hard-ticket attractions. 


‘SERGEANTS’ $350,000 
IN 56 SUBSEQUENTS 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

“No Time for Sergeants” looks 
to take a wham $350,000 for its 
first outlying swing in 56 hardtops 
and drive-ims. Pic is reported bet- 
tering “Sayonara” and “Giant” in 
some stuations, though both had 
longer firstruns. 

The day-and-dating teed off with 
a color spread in the Sun-Times 
and a saturation spot schedule on 
WJJD. Every 10 minutes or so, 
Station aired a 10-second blurb for 
“Sergeants.” 








Fess Parker to Batjac? 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Fess Parker, who finished his 
four-year pact with Walt Disney 
Productions Friday, may star in the 
Batjac Company vehicle, “The Old 
Maiden,” an original comedy by 
Harold Shumate. 
Parker and Batjac owner John 
Wayne are currently huddling on 
the deals orn ‘ 


Aim is} 
to individualize the publication on | 


making | 


‘}merchandising services, 


3 Novels for Goetz 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

William Goetz has been 
given the novel “Time of the 
Dragon” for production at Co- 
lumbia. 

Other novels on his schedule 
are “The Mountain Road” and 
| “They Came to Cordura.” 











| Novelists’ Heyday 


———— (ontinued from page 5 


| not broken down by production as- 
signment, includes: 
Columbia — ‘‘The Last Angry 
Man” by Gerald Green, “Ander-| 
sonville’ by MacKinley Kantor, | 
|“The Time of the Dragons” by 
| Alice Ekert-Rotholz, “I Burn My} 
| Candle At Both Ends” by Robert | 
| Farr, “They Came to Cordura” by 
| Glendon Swarthout, “The Moun- 
| tain Road” by Theodore H. Whitle, 
|“A Gift from the Boys” by Art 
| Buchwald, “Guns of Navarone” by 
| Alistair MacLean, “Les Voies Du | 
| Salut” (film to be called “The Other 
|Side of the Coin’) by Pierre 
| Boulle, “Anatomy of a Murder’ by 
| Robert Travers, “The Image Mak- 
i by Bernard V. Dryer and “Let | 
No Man Write My Epitaph” by Wil- 
| lard Motley. } 
| wentieth-Fox—“The History of 





| 


| Warlock” by Oakley Hall, “March 
|the Ninth” by R. C. Hutchinson, 
|“The Bachelor’s Baby” by Gwen 
| Davenport, “The Best of Every- 
i thing” by Rona Jaffe, “The Lost 
Country” by J. R. Salamanca, “The 
Snow Birch” by John Hantley, 
“The Brothers of Broken Lance” 
(Film to be called “The Flaming | 
Lance”) by Clair Huhaker, “The | 
Beloved Infidel” by Sheila Graham 
| and Gerald Frank, “The Big War” | 
| (called “In Love and War”) by 
| Anton Myrer, “The Roots of Heav- | 
}en” by Romain Gary 


and “The | 
Small Woman” (called “Inn of the} 
| Sixth Happiness”) by Alan Stur-| 





| gess. 

Metro—“Lady L” by Romain | 
Gary, “Some Came Running” by | 
James Jones, “Ask Any Girl” by} 
Winifred Wolfe, “The Bizby Girls” 
by Rosamond Marshall, “Darling | 
Buds of May” by H. E. Bates, “I| 
| Thank a Fool” by Audrey Erskine 
Lindop, “The Immortal” by Wal- 
ter Ross, “The Midwich Cuckoos” 
“Village of the Damned”) by John 
Wyndham, “The Valiant Strain” } 


| (called “Thunder of Drums”) by 
Kenneth E. Shiflet, “Never So | 
Few” by Tom Chamales and} 
“Wreck of the Mary Deare” by | 


| Hammond Innes. 

Paramount—"The Mountain Is 
Young” by Han Suyin, “The Hook” 
by Vaha Katcha and “Two Wo- 
men” by Alberto Moravia. The| 
| final property, a Ponti-Girosi pur- 
chase, was bought from the Italian 
novel, while the first pair plus 
“Pleasure of His Company” are on 
the slate of William Perlberg and 
George Seaton. 

Warner Bros.—‘Ice Palace” by 
Edna Ferber, “A Summer Place” by 
Sloan Wilson, “‘The Bramble Bush” 
by Charles Mergendahl” and “Par- 
rish” by Mildred Savage. 

Seven Arts—‘‘The Sergeant” by 
Dennis Murphy, “By Love Pos- 
sessed” by James Gould Cozzens, 
“The World ef Suzie Wong” by 
Richard Mason, plus “Anatomy of 
a Murder,” the property being in 
litigation. 

Hecht - Hill - Lancaster — “Lucy 
Crown” by Irwin Shaw, “The Un- 
forgiven” by Alan LeMay and 
“Tell It on the Drums” (film to be 
called “Kimberley”) by Robert 
Krepps. 


FRANK CARROLL HEADS 








CLARK’S ALBANY UNIT. 


Albany, Aug. 19. | 

Frank Carroll, who rose from! 
shipper to office manager for’ 
Metro, bowed out Friday (15) to! 
Clark Service’s Albany branch. 
He replaced Tom Barry, who had | 

; been in charge since the Philadel- | 


ping and inspecting quarters eight 
years ago. 


Handy-Men Upgraded 


Everett Schafer and Russell B. 
Robins have been named senior 
veepees of the Jam Handy Organ- 
ization, commercial film producers 
and audio-visual experts. 

Schafer, “who'll head planning 
and programming services, has 
been with the company for 29 years. 
Robins is resigning as v.p. and di- 
rector of Young Spring and Wire 
to rejoin Jam Handy. He'll be in 
charge of market development and 











Week Ended 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


Tuesday (19) 


N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1958 Net 
High Low Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tueg Change 
in 100s High Low Close for wk, 
20 14 ABC Vending 334 20 18 19 1 BS 
2012 13 Am Br-Par Th 311 20% 191% 20 L %% 
34 2414 CBS “A” 154 3378 3234 34 +11% 
3354 2414 CBS “B” 76 33°8 3258 3314 1 34 
201% 1214 Col Pix 128 2% 121% 1834 . 2% 
1614 137s Deeca 44 147% 14 1414 Vs 
30% 14 Disney 124 297% 7% 28 2 
1197, 9714 Fastman Kék. 81 119° 4 117 117 1 
5lo 334 EMI 191 0.2 5% 538 4 
178 634 List Ind. 125 73 6°4 7's 14 
1%4 127, Loew's 265 1512 1758 1°% By 
97, 173% Nat. Thea. 70 9's 914 912 - 
425g 305, Peramount 59 42"2 4154 42 +1 
1914 123g Phi'co 207 19°83 18 1814 iW 
69% 4312 Polvrofd > ae 6372 6114 6215 9 
361% 3914 RCA 198 3514 3414 3414 56 
14 5 Republic 8&9 6783 658 634 a 
13% 914 Rep., rfd. 6 1's 12% 13 
18 1414 Stanley War 35 1678 16°2 1612 1% 
25% 20 Storer 28 2532 217% 247 1 19 
34 2134 2th-Fox 217 3°°4 3274 34 +114 
2434 1514 United Artists 8&6 2448 233% 2578 -~ 1% 
2253 19 Univ. Pix 19 12% 1912 192 3 
71 5812 Univ. pfd. *50 61 69'2 60) 2 — 14 
2144 167% Warner Bros. ] 278 20 207% ] 
97% 6742 Zenith 6 9614 91 93 234 
tmerican Stock Exchange 
458 27s Allied Artists 93 419 4°s 42 ly 
10°%4 7°23 ~©6Al!l'd Art., pfd. 8 "4 914 912 — 4 
1058 8°23 Assec. Artists 197 1058 1012 1012 
558 3 DuMont Lab 98 4°8 4's + 14 
4120 2'4 Guild Films 176 + 378 378 14 
934 55, Nat'l Telefilm 491 $34 914 O24 3 
7 35s Skiatron 1054 7 534 6 ly 
57s 312 Technicolor 133 514 434 5 4 
87's 614 Tele Indus 36 6° 4 658 65s ly 
614 3'2 Trans-Lux 17 6's 6 6\4 lg 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
OEE ee rer ° 8.4 85934 2 
Chesapeake Industries ........-+-++-6: ° 2 2! 2 — 's 
ce ae Teer ere 2°4 273 14 
Oe FS  cisadeadies.evé.s.ce 144 178 — 
Metropolitan Broadcasting .............-. 82 9148 — 
ee ~ .. 6. éesechedee ne ceue 1 1% ls 
Nc Kei eie nike drqnie-e ure eee 556 6°s — 
A ne: cn bs Shetek eeoweuuns 5% 5% -= 


* Actual Volume. 


‘(Quotations furnish? 


Rank-Yank’s New 10 

Rank Film Distributors of 
America will release 10 fea- 
tures in the six-month period 
from Oct., 1958, to March, 
1959, per sales chief Irving 
Sochin. 

Three will be in Eastman 
color, one VistaVision and 
color, and one in Technicolor 
and Techniram&. Two pictures 
a month will be issued in Oc- 
tober, November, December 
and February and one each in 
January and March. 


~~ 








18 Roadshow Dates, Then 
| Gigi’ Released; Protect 


Tosac Auctions 
Lack Old Time 
Hypo for Pix 


Atlanta, Aug. 19. 

Time was when the chant of the 
tobacco auctioneer signalized high 
jinks in the Georgia-Florida flue- 
cured tobacco markets. Carnivals 
nlayed the small towns where the 
big tobacco barns resounded with 
|} noises accompanving the selling of 
ithe golden leaf. Film theatres 
stayed open all night and gaiety 


Hard-Ticket Situations "*“"°* 


Metro will place “Gigi” in gen- 
eral release in early October, sales 
chief John P. Byrne revealed this 
week. All in all, he noted, the pic- 
ture will have played 18 special 
hard-ticket engagements, with the 
final two scheduled for Boston and 
Denver. 

In areas where the reserved-seat 
policy is in force, Byrne pledged 
that exhibitors playing the picture 


on a hard-ticket basis would re- ! 


ceive 30 to 60 days clearance before 
the picture is released in the terri- 
tory for continuous runs._He said 
it was necessary “to freeze” these 


; areas to protect the invesiment of 


the theatremen who booked the 
picture on hard-ticket. Otherwise, 
he added, Metro will “stay with 


its regular customers.” 


Byrne indicated that 
not considered 


M-G had 
a hard-ticket run 


phia company opened local ship- for “Cat On a Hot Tin Roof,” be- 


lieving that the subject matter was 
more suitable for saturation book- 
ings and a fast playoff. He poinied 
out the Tennessee Williams play 
had toured widely and that it was 
thought unwise to follow a similar 
policy with the picture. 


In addition, he pointed out that 


the company required a flow of | 


cash and could not place itself in 
the position of having to wait for 
the returns of both “Gigi” and 
“Cat.” “Gigi,” he pointed out, was 
the perfect picture for the special- 
ized handling, noting that the hard- 
ticket runs had resulted in “a dig- 
nified penetration that costly ad- 
vertising couldn‘t match.” , 


| Nowadays things have changed 
and the hoopdedoo has given way 
jto more sobersided activities. Fes- 
|tivities in these later years have 
|been confined to an occasional to- 
|bacco festival or jubilee, usually 
| climaxed by the crowning of a queen 
followed by a grand ball. Bands 
|find work, but show biz doesn’t 
find the same harvest “the olden 
days” and its free-spenders made 
‘ripe for plucking. 

For the tobacco season to date 
nearly 108 million pounds of to- 
bacco have been sold with an aver- 
age price of $58.02 per 100 pounds 
and total income of $62,518,028. 
, With only one market open Thurs- 
day (14) the Florida season was 
virtually at an end. Totals for the 
Georgia-Florida Belt showed the 
season's aggregate so far was 124.,- 
306,192 pounds, averaging $57.92 
for a total of $71,999,798. 

For the same date last year 
growers had disposed of 111,341,- 
|834 pounds at an average of $56.33 
land total receipts of $62,717,524. 
Sales in 1957 totalled $67,044,754. 











Sonia Extras’ Profit 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Total income of Screen Extras 
Guild for year ended April 30, 
1958 was $200,077, which with ex- 
| penses of $163,010 gave org profit 
|margin of $37,067. 
| Apart from $82,317 for salaries, 
major expense was $14,717 in legal 
ifeeg. «> 
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IN THE 37-YEAR HISTORY OF 
ROOSEVELT THEATRE, CHICAGO, THE ALL-TIME 
WEEKLY RECORD WAS $42,165 


NOW... 
“THE DEFIANT ONES” 
OPENING WEEK GROSS 
OF $53,522 SMASHES 
THE ALL-TIME THEATRE 
RECORD BY yn 


SYANLEY KAAMER ovese 


TONY CURTIS Pha GO: 


s.@> DEFIANT Oo. 


» DOUGLAS ‘ta | 
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More Coin Due from So. America 


WOOSTER 0. SALE OKAY 
FOR SCHINE CIRCUIT 


Buffalo, Aug. 19. 


But Trade Curbs Remain: Johnston 





Brazil and Argentina, which al-+ 
ready loom large in market size 
for the American film industry, 
despite trading restrictions, will be 
bigger than ever in three to five 
years, Eric A. Johnston, president 
of the Motion Picture Export 
Assn., told a meeting of the MPEA 
board in New York Monday (18). 
Yankee pictures are gaining in 
popularity, he said, underscoring 
the need to press for an ease-up on 
admissions curbs (ticket prices are 
unusually low in South America)! nual Awards is Monday, April 
and currency exchanges. 6, 1959, and the event will 

Economy of both countries is on] again be held at the RKO Pan- 
the upbeat and for this reason, tages theatres. 


along with the acceptance of Hol-| 
CINCY VIDEO TALENT 


Oscar for Monday 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

For the first time in its his- 
tory, the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences will 
stage its annual Oscar Awards 
on a Monday night, the switch 
next year being due to com- 
plaints from exhibs that the 
Wednesday night telecasts of 
the annual derby hurt their 
midweek b.o. 

Academy prexy George Ste- 
vens said date of the 31st an- 





lywood pictures, Johnston sees the 
upbeat. 

MPEA chief further disclosed 
he's going to London Sept. 30 with 
y.p.’s Griffith Johnson and Ralph 
Hetzel to discuss continuation of a 
film trading agreement with the 
British government. This is to be 
preceded by another MPEA board 
session whose agenda will focus 
exclusively on the licensing of pic- 
tures to Russia. 


Par 2d Quarter 


Madison, Ind., Aug. 19. 

Metro's locationing “Some Came 
Running” is bringing a good deal of 
local talent into the Sol C. Spiegel 
production. 

Four tv personalities from near- 
by Cincinnati, George Palmer, 
George Bringle, Paul Jones and 





pic, and William Wetzel, mayor of 
Madison, will play the mayor of 
; the mythical town involved in the 
| James Jones novel. 


Ohio, by Schine Circuit for $80,- 


here this week. 

Approval of the sale to Wooster 
Republic Printing Co. was pursu- 
ant to consent decree against 








Schine entered here several years 
}@to. The company owning the 
| Wayne is 50° owned by Schine. 


Roxy Operator 








decision on the part of Rockefel- 
ler Center Inc. anent who's to take 
over operation of Gotham's Roxy 





| Theatre. National Theatres is giv- 
MAKES METRO FILM ing up the lease at the end of Sep- 


|tember and the house, which is 
| owned by Ro¢kefeller Center, eith- 
er will be taken over by this cor- 
|with Radio City Music Hall or 
| leased out anew to another party. 

National Theatres has been 


| 19th week) but, as one Broadway 
|observer put it, “the wind is go- 
ling out of ‘Windjammer.’” 





Earnings Equal 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Sale of Wayne Theatre, Wooster, | % 


000 was approved in Federal Court | 


Tom Bunning, will thesp in the| showing its own Cinemiracle-pro- | 
cessed “Windjammer” ‘now in its | 


that they were ‘fighting the picture’.” 
ee 


63¢ a Share 


Paramount's operational earn- 
ings for the second quarter of 1958 
are estimated at $1,600,000, repre- 
senting 63c per Share, the company 
reported this week. Net earnings 
went up to $1,920,000 or $1.04 per 
share including special income of 
$760,000 which represents the sale 
of real estate holdings. This com- 
pares with earnings of $1,060,000, 
or 53c per share, of the corre- 
sponding period of last year when 
no special income was included. 

In first half of the year, Par’s 
operations earnings are estimated 
at $2,565,000, or $1.39 per share. 
Special income from the film li- 
brary sale to Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, which amounted to $7,707,000, 
brought the total net to $10,272,- 
000, or $5.58 per-share. 

First half of 1957, with no such 
special income, brought earnings 
of $2,359,000, or $1.18 per share. 

Although the loot this year is 
extraordinarily heavy, Par is drop- 
ping no hints about the possibility 
of any special stockhelder melon 
in addition to the regular 50c per 
quarter rate. 


U TURNS TO BRITAIN 
FOR 4 HORRORTHONS 


Universal has closed a deal with 
James Carreras’ Hammer Film Pro- 
ductions of London for the latter 
to produce four horror films for 
world-wide release by U. The pic- 





ture, all to be made in color, are! 


set for delivery in 1959 and 1960 
at the rate of two a year. 

Initial production under the new 
pact is expected to be a new ver- 


sion of “The Phantom of the 
Opera,” to which U’s owns the 
rights. It’s anticipated that the 


other films will be based on the 
“Mummy,” “Werewolf” and “Invisi- 
ble Man” characters. 

The new deal stemmed from the 
success of “Horror of Dracula,” 
which Hammer made for Universal 
release. 


Fred F — in Johnstown 


Albany, Aug. 19. 

Fred Fisher is now operating the 
Smailey Theatre in Johnstown, ad- 
joining Gloversville. Howard Gold- 
stein, former 20th Century-Fox 
salesman, who now buys and books 
for a group of theatres (including 
the Fort Warren Drive-in, at Cas- 
tleton, Vt.. which he owns with 
a brother), is serving Fisher. 

Goldstein is also buying and 
booking for the former Smailey 
theatre in St. Johnsville, which 
will be relighted by Alec Pedro, 
Sept. 5. Pedro managed a Smailey 
theatre in Dolgeville, at one time. 


It was William O’Neil, head of General Tire & Rubber, who wrote | 
the obit on RKO as a major picture company. He told stockholders | 





| of the Dayton organization that the pic biz enterprise which had | 
| been engineered by his son, Tom O'Neil, simply couldn't make a 
go of it and, unless market conditions changed, would have to fold. 

There’s another significance to some veterans in the trade. 
is that Tom O'Neil, while a spectacular figure in allied fields (par- 
ticularly his maneuvers with the “Million Dollar Movie” enterprise 
in television) was not “a motion picture man.” The oldtimers insist 





company chief exec. 


It’s interesting to note that the previous 
was William C. MacMillen. In helming Eagle Lion ‘later Eagle Lion 
Classics), MacMillen was established as one with strong exec capa- 
| bilities, particularly on the financial end. He was a key aide to 
| the late Robert R. Young. But like O'Neil and RKO, he couldn't 
| make the Eagle pay off. 

Both men had extreme notions of economical operations in a cre- 
ative field. 





Though the American non-resident film account in Japan has reached 
2,500,000 yen ‘about $6,500,000), the Japanese so far have not made in- 


indicated any interest in an additional loan. 

That's the report received in N.Y. from Tokyo where the government 
|recently issued new regulations covering import activities. Among 
| other things, these regulations boosted the remittance rate back to the 
| former 22% of the gross. 

On two past occasions, when the Yanks had large amounts blocked in 

Japan, the Japanese asked for and received. long-term loans to help 
the development of hydro-electric power. These loans are government- 
backed. 

It is presumed at the Motion Picture Export Assn. that Irving Maas, 
the MPEA rep in the Far East, will huddle with Japanese Finance 
Ministry men to seek new avenues for thawing the blocked coin. 


Recent N.Y. meeting of the Motion Picture Export Assn. of America, 
saw an exchange tween Barney Balaban, president of Paramount, 
and Arnold Picker, head of United Artists’ overseas operations. 
ae P. Skouras, president of, 20th-Fox, played the peacemaker 
role. 

It all blew so hastily that some participants were not completely 
certain of what had happened. But it seemed to centre on disagree- 











| ing through the MPEA organization. Picker was for a lone-wolf role— 
that is, making deals in behalf of UA independent of the other 
companies. 

At the MPEA meeting, Balaban rose from his seat, walked the 
length of the conference table and in finger-waving admonishment 
told Picker of the values of unity. 








While a number of Michael Todd Jr. plans have been disclosed, some 
perhaps mostly in the p.a. Bill Doll and/or wishful-thinking stage, one 
| showmanship film project may get off the ground first. 
| It has to do with a Scentovision technique, of German origin, where 

impregnated real-life scents: augment the visual action. Every time, in 
the past, when showmen, who knew of the German film dye celluloid 
| printing process were approached, it fetched the automatic and ob- 
| vious wheeze, “the critics are being given an automatic straight line, 
“Not so confidentially the film stinks,’” but none the less the realism 
of scented bower scenes permeating the theatre, or realistic cooking 
smells in a French auberge, or the smell of the sea, has piqued show- 
manly interest. Young Todd is said ready to go forward with it. 

o 





Although there is a comparative calm presently in the industry, 
there’s a storm brewing that will see job changes in certain executive 
levels of at ieast two of the major film companies. Discussions are 
taking place and contracts are being ironed out. Retirements are 
anticipated and ventures into new businesses by some .executives are 
expected. The upheaval is expected to take place in the next few 
months and will mainly involve staffers in sales and publicity-ad- 
vertising. It’s no secret that some execs are quietly seeking changes 
and that some companies are planning to bring in new lower echelon 
' executive talent. 





ment over how film sales to the Soviet-dominated countries should | 
| be handled. Balaban has been particularly high on the idea of deal-| 


} 


that the younger O’Neil, though aggressive and imaginative was| Whereas a sober person is capable 
devoid of the exeprience and simpatico demanded of a motion picture | of 


“outsider” to take over! drunken person loses such eapabil- 


———. 


Wednesday, August 20, 1953 


Spoof of Bigger Screen Sensations 


(The following fancy of Ralph Schoenstein appeared in the satire 
| section, “The Phoenix Nest” of the Saturday Review. The imagined 
| Rotundavision adds to the spectator’s experience the sensations of per- 
| petual motion and nausea. It is to be noted that, realistically, a Ger. 
man scentovision system is again under discussion—Ed.) 











“I recently attended a demonstration of Rotundavision, the revolu- 
tionary movie process that is the last word in cinematographic pro- 
duction and presentation. Never before has the viewer been so ab- 
|sorbed and assimilated by the motion picture experience. This bril- 
jliant conception daringly disposes of all conventional methods and 
jrockets the moviegoer to celluloid sublimity by giving him the thrill- 
ing realism of two new dimensions, three new senses, perpetual mo- 
tion, and nausea. 

“I knew that 


the new process was boldly different when I was 


> i 
ndecided strapped into a dentist’s chair and immediately flipped on my back so 
that I was looking up at a huge rotunda. Electrodes were strapped to 


my wrists, a rubber tube was inserted in my left nostril, and the mo- 


As of Variety's presstime yes-|tor under my chair was started in neutral. Naked ushers from the Ac- 
terday (Tues.) there was still no |tors Studio then gave me the opportunity to take out flight insurance 


'and to leave my eyes to a bank of my choice. As soon as the demon- 
stration began and I felt nausea sneak in under the credits, I knew it 
was now impossible to put the viewer any deeper into the movie and 
still keep him conscious. 

“The drama used to show off this process must be suitably gigantic, 
|and the one I saw was ‘The Story of Everything’ (a James Jones treat- 
ment of the first sixteen volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica), 
Wisely, the producers began with the creation and ended with the sack- 
ling of Vienna. 
“I am happy to report that the creation scene came off with primor- 


poration and run hand in hand dial splendor. To give the viewer the feeling of time, space, and mo- 


tion, the focus was blurred, the clocks were set back, and the chairs 
/ were put into orbit. To give the viewer the never-before-experienced 
senses of smeli, taste, and touch—molten lava was sprayed about the 
theatre, small rocks fell from the rotunda, and Turkish incense was 
pumped through the left nostril tube. The electrodes were activated 
so that the heartbeat was regulated by the manager, who could then 
induce the proper emotional response to each stirring scene. Because 
| the viewer's heart was now under the direct control of the manager, 
'artificial and obtrusive music was not needed to create mood in the 


im. 
“Three critics didn't survive the screening, but the producer insisted 
Ralph Schoenstein. 























a 
Moonshine on The Volga 
Continued from page 2 — 
This , too, that a drunk is, has been, and The Moiseyev Folk Dance 


target of 
services. 


Troupe, which won such approvy- 
ing headlines, reviews and ap- 
plause in the U.S., also has re- 
their (foreign ceived its reward from the Krem- 
approaches, a/ lin. 

Igor Moiseyev has been awarded 
the “Order of Lenin,” three of his 
assistants got the “Labor Red 
Banner.” Twenty-two received 
lesser awards. 


remains the _ choice 
foreign intelligence 


withstanding 
spies’) perfidious 


ity, and blurts out state and mili- 
tary secrets. Imperialist agents 
make use of this.” 

Bootlegged Culture Also 
been 


Russians in the arts have 


'a special target in the anti-vodka 


quiries regarding any new loan, nor have discussions to this moment | 


campaign. An article in Soviet 
Culture, the Ministry of Culture’s 
newspaper, singled out Soviet 
artists: 

“There have been reports in the 
press already about the inappropri- 


ate behavior of V. Druzhnikov, the | 
well-known movie actor, who ap-| 


peared drunk on stage in the town 
of Komsomolsk - on - the - Amur 
River. Other movie stars—M. 
Kuznetzov, K. Sorokin, S. Martin- 
son, young movie actress Ludmilla 
Gurchenko—in pursuit of easy 
money stooped to using the ‘offices’ 
of dubious characters who spon- 
sored illegal concert programs.” 


It's. increasingly apparent that 
troupes of this sort are considered 
much more than mere cultural 
exports. They are intended to 
dissuade people in country visited 
of “prejudices” about the Soviet 
system. 

That the Moiseyev is thought by 
Kremlin authorities to have -suc- 
ceeded well in this mission ts re- 
| flected in these awards. 

Comrade Ed Gardner Speaking 

A recent visitor to Russia, Ed 
Gardner of “Duffy's Tavern” fame, 
| had @ few typically “Archie” com- 
| ments to make about shopping in 
Russia: 


| tations of private management. 


This was a reference to a form 
of “‘black market” impresarios in 
a land where only the Ministry of 
Culture is supposed to employ 
actors and actresses. However, it’s 
not unknown for a private citizen, 
with the blood of private enter- 


“When you go shopping in GUM, 
the Moscow Macy's, you can find 
consumer goods. They've got 
wonderful things. Beautiful bear 
rugs... the only trouble is the 
bear ain't dead yet. Then at the 
next counter they sell vodka; 
prize flowing through his Soviet | great big 10-gallon jugs of vodka, 
veins, to undertake to stage small Of course, they only sell one to 6 
performances. The Soviet Culture | customer, 
article makes it evident that even Of course, there’s a couple items 
some rather big names in Soviet | they’re a little short on. Like 
arts have succumbed to the temp- Christmas cards. Books like the 
|“Life of Herbert Hoover” and 
“The Life of John Foster Dulles.” 


Some Volga Cracks 


Importance ef Brussels Fair 

The importance that the Kremlin 
places on the Brussels World's! An enterprising Soviet cartoonist 
Fair was demonstrated in the| came up with a drawing of an 
awarding of medals to five Belgian | imaginary “kiosk” the other day in 
citizens for their cooperation in| which, by placing current Soviet 
the construction of the Soviet | play titles in juxtaposition, he 
pavilion and its day-by-day manage-| sought to achieve a humorous re 
ment. Orders of “Labor Red sult. The title of the cartoon in 
Banner” went to Commissioner | yoscow Pravda was “Fateful Coin- 
General of the Fair, the Mayor of | cidence,” and the contrasting titles 
Brussels, and the Fair’s chief archi-| may be of less interest as humor 


tect. Two “Signs of Distinction” | than for the indication they give 
sthel , awarded to minor Fair ,of what's playing on Soviet stages 
officials. 


right now. 
These were the 
titles listed: 
“Belugin’s Marriage .. . 
. . . “Divorce Suit.” 
|“Ideal Husband” Peau 


Soviet statistics claim that of 
22,000,000 persons who visited the 
Brussels Fair, about two-thirds or 
15,000,000 have toured the Soviet 
pavilion. 


“coincidence” 


4 Obviously the Russians consider 
the Fair a mighty propaganda op- 
portunity that has succeeded, and 
Soviet authorities regard well 
worth every kopeck and ruble in- 





vested, 


. . + “Odd Character.” 
“Neighbors in Your Apartment” 
... “Wolves and Sheep.” 
“Behind the Show Window 
of a Clothes Workshop”... 
eee “Soft Job.” 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 








ALLIED ARTISTS _ || 
Starts, This Year......... 
This Date, Last Year 








| 


“GANGSTER’S BOY” | 
Prod.—Scott R. Dunlap } 
Dir.—Paul Landres | 
Stephen McNally, Richard Eyer, Coleen 

Gray, Russ Conway, James Flavin, 
Leslie Br«dley 
(Started Aug. 15) 


COLUMBIA 


Starts, This Year......... 
This Date, Last Year 











“THE BANDIT” j 
(Warwick Prods.) 
(Shooting in Spain) 
Prods.—tIrving Allen, 
Dir.—John Gilling 
Victor Mature, Ane Aubrey, 
Newley, Sean Kelly 
(Started Aug. 11) 
“RIDE LONESOME” 
(RANOWN Prod. 
«Shooting in Lone Pine) 
Exec. Prod.—Harry Joe Brown 
Prod.-Dir.—Budd Boetticher 
Randolph Scott, Karen Steele, Pernell 
Roberts, James Best, James Coburn, 
Lee Van Cleef, Roy Jensen, Al Wyatt, 


A. R. Broccoli, | 
Anthony 


Benny Dobbins, Dick Farnsworth, 
Dyke Johnson 
(Started Aug. 14) 





| 
WALT DISNEY 


Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year 








“TONKA” 
(Shooting at Bend, Ore) 


xec, Prod.—Walt Disney 
Prod.—Jarfes Pratt 
Dir.—Lewis R. Foster 
Sal Mineo, Jerome Courtland, Rafael 
Campos. Joy Page. Britt Lomand, 


H. M. Wynant, Phil Carey 
(Started June 2) 
“THIRD MAN ON THE MOUNTAIN” 
(Walt Disney Prods. Ltd.) 
(For Buena Vista Release) 
(Shooting in Switzerland) 
Prod.—-William H. Anderson 
Dir.—-Ken Annakin 
Michael Rennie, James MacArthur, 
Janet Munro, James Donald, Herbert | 
Laurence Naismith, Nora Swin- | 
Lee Patterson, Walter Fitz- 
Mayne 


Lom, 
burne, 
gerald, Ferdy 
(Started July 8) 
"THE SHAGGY DOG” 
(Walt Disney Prods.) 
(For Buena Vista Release) 
Exec. Prod. —Walt Disney 
Prod.—Bill Walsh 
Dir.—Charles Bartor 
Fred MacMurray, Jean Hagen, Tommy 








Kirk, Annette Funicello, Tim Consi- 
dine, Jymme Shore, Cecil Kellaway, 
Kevin Corcoran, Alexander Scourby, 
Jacques AuBuchon, Strother Martin, 
James Westerfie) 

(Started Aug. 4) 

Starts, This Year......... 19 

This Date, Last Year...... 16 

“BEN-HUR” 


Ghooting in Rome) 
Prod.—Sam Zimbalist 
Dir.— William Wyler 
Chariton Heston, Jack Hawkins, Stephen 
Boyd, Haya Harareep, Hugh Griffith, 
Sam Jaffe, Marie Ney, Finlay Currie, 
Cathy O'Donnell 
(Started May 21) 


“THE ANGRY HILLS” 
Ghooting in Greece) 
Prod.—Raymond Stross 
Dir.—Robert Aldrich 
Robert Mitchum, Elisabeth Mueller, Gia 
Scala, Stanley Baker, Theodore Bikel, 
Sebastian Cabot 
(Started June 16) 
“GREEN MANSIONS” 
Prod —Edmund Grainger 
Dir.—Mel Ferrer 
Audrey Hepburn, Anthony Perkins, lee 
Cobb, Sessue Hayakawa, Henry 
Silva, Estelle Hemsley 
(Started July 21) 
“SOME CAME RUNNING” 
Prod.—Sol C. Siegel 
Dir.—Vincente Minnelli 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Shirley 
MacLaine, Martha Hyer, Arthur Ken- 
nedy, Leora Dana 
(Started Aug. 1D 


PARAMOUNT 


Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year 














10 |) 











j 
“THE TRAP” j 
@arkwood Ent.-Heath Prods.) 
Prods.—Norman Panama, Melvin Frank 
Dir.—Norman Panama 
Richard Widmark, Lee J. Cobb, Tina 
Louise, Earl Holliman, Carl Benton 
Reid, Lorne Greene, Dick Shannon, 
Peter Baldwin, Charles Wassil 
(Started July 14 


20th CENTURY-FOX 
Starts, This Year .14 
This Date, Last Year...... 


“RALLY ‘ROUND THE FLAG, BOYS!” 
Inr.—Leo McCarey a 
Joanne Woodward, Paul Newman, Joan 
Collins, Tom Gilson, Tuesday Weld, 
Dwayne Hickman, Jack Carson, Gale 
Gordon, Murvyr Vye, Tom Gilson, 
0. Z. Whitehead, Percy Helton 
(Started June 9) 
“IN LOVE AND WAR” 
Gerry Wald Prods.) 
Prod.—Jerry Wald 
Dir.—Philip Dunne 
Robert Wagner, Jeffrey Munter, Dana 
Wynter, ope Lang, Sheree North, 
Brad Dillman, France Nuyen, Mort 
Sahl, Lily Valenty, Joe di Reda 
(Started June 23) 
“MARDI GRAS” 
Prod.—Jerry Wald 
Dir.—Edmund Gouldin 














North, Tommy Sands, Gary Crosby, 

Dick Sargent, Joan Lowe, Fred Clark, 

Geraldine Wall, Harry Carter 
(Started July 14) 


UNIVERSAL 

















Starts, This Year......... 5 
This Date, Last Year...... 21 
| “IMITATION OF LIFE” 
Prod.—Ross Hunter 
Dir.—Douglas Sirk 
Lona Turner, John Gavin, Sandra Dee, 
Susan Kohner, Juanita Moore, Dan 
O’Herlihy, Robert Alda 
(Started Aug. 5) 
¥ 
WARNER BROS. 
Starts, This Year......... 10 
This Date, Last Year...... 12 
“JOHN PAUL JONES” 
(John Paul Jones Prods.) 
(Shooting in Spain) 
Prod.—Samuel! Bronston 
Dir.—John Farrow 
Robert Stack, Charles Coburn, Erin 
O’Brien, MacDonald Carey, Bruce 
Cabot, Jean Pierre Aumont, Marisa 
Pavan, Thomas Gomez, Bette Davis, 
Peter Cushing, Susana Canales, 
Archie Duncan, Tom Brannum, David 


Farrar, Bob Cunningham, Basil Syd- 
ney, John Charles Farrow 
(Started April 17) 
“UP PERISCOPE” 
Prods.—Aubrey Schenck, Howard Koch, 
Edwin F. Zabel 
Dir.—Gordon Douglas 
James Garner, Edmond O’Brien, Joanna 
Barnes, Frank Gifford, Alan Hale, 
Edward Byrnes, Carleton Carpenter, 
William Leslie, Sean Garrison 
(Started July 8 
“THE MIRACLE” 
Prod.—Fenry Blanke 
Dir.—-Irving Rapper 
Carroll Baker, Walter Slezak, Roger 
Moore, Vittorio Gassman, Katrina 
Paxinou, Gladys Cooper, Carlos Rivas 
(Started July 29) 
“THE FBI STORY” 
Prod. -Dir.—Mervyn LeRoy 
James Stewart, Vera Miles 
(Started Aug. 1) 








s 
Pat Boone, Christine Carrere, Sheree 


INDEPENDENT 
Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year 





“THE NAKED MAJA” 

(Titanus-Metro) 

(For UA Release) 

(Shooting in Rome) 
Prod.—Goffredo Lombardo 
Dir.—Henry Kuster 
Ava Gardner, Anthony Franciosa 
(Started May 12) 


— THE THUNDER AND THE 


(Seven Arts Prod.) 
(For Paramount) 
Prod.—Clarence Greene 
Dir.—Russel! Rouse 
Susan Hayward, Jeff Chandler, Jacques 
Bergerac, Blanche Yurka, Carl Es- 
mond, Fortunio Bonanova, Janine 
Grandel, Albert Carrier, Albert Villa- 
sainte, Felix Locher 
(Started July 21) 
“LONELYHEARTS” 
(Schary Prods. for UA) 
Prod.—Dore Schary 
Assoc. Prod.—Walter Reilly 
Dir.—Vincent Donehue 
Montgomery Clift, Robert Ryan, Myrna 


Loy, Dolores Hart, Maureen Stapleton, | 


Onslow Stevens, Jackie Coogan, Mike 


Kellin 
(Started July 28) 
“THE DEVIL’S DISCIPLE” 
(Hecht-Hill-Lancaster) 
(For UA) 
Prod.—Harold Hecht 
Dir.—Alexander Mackendrick 
Laurence Olivier, Kirk Douglas, 
Lancaster, Eva LeGallienne, 


Scott 
(Started July 28) 
“SOME LIKE IT HOT” 
‘Ashton-Prods.-Mirisch Co.) 
(For UA Release) 
Prod.-Dir.—Billy Wilder 
Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis, Jack 
Lemmon, George Raft. Pat O'Brien, 
Joe E. Brown, George E. Stone, Joan 
Shawlee, Barbara Drew, Mike Mazurki 
(Started Aug. 4) 


IRWIN JOSEPH AMONG 
NEW OZONER BACKERS 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Another drive-in theatre is ear- 
marked for the Chi area, this one 
a 1,200-car pasture at south su- 
burban Chicago Heights to be 
called the Park Hites. Construc- 
tion starts next month with com- 


Burt 
Janet 





pletion expected by April 1. 
Ozoner’s backers include Irwin Jo- 
seph, topper of Chi'’s Modern 


Fiims, the sex hygiene pix dis- 
tribbery. 

Another new drive-in, previously 
reported, is skedded to open some- 
time this fail in the southwest sub- 
urbs. Also with a 1200-car ca- 
pacity, it’s being built tby Louis 
and Samuel Levin, Ohio exhibs. 





ISELIN ENVISIONS CHAIN 
Albany, Aug. 19. 

Recent purchase, by Alan V. 
Iselin, of the two-season-old, 1050- 
car Super 50 Drive-in, Schenec- 
tady-Saratoga Road, from Joseph 
Warren, formerly of Pittsburgh, 
marked another step in Iselin’s ex- 
pansion, under the banner of Tri- 
City Drive-in Theatres. 

He envisions “a chain of drive- 
ins across New York State.” 


‘ONIONHEAD’ AND ‘FIEND’ 
RATED ‘B’ BY LEGION 


National Legion of Decency this 
week placed two new pictures in its 
“B” category, which means “mor- 
ally objectionable in part for all.” 

So rated were Warners’ “‘Onion- 
head,” because of “suggestive se- 
| quences,” and 20th-Fox’s “Fiend 
|Who Walked the West,” which 
drew objections from the Legion 
on grounds of “sad'stic sequences” 
and “excessive brutality.” 


‘Set Rider Hasvard’s ‘She’ 
- For $750,000 Budseier 
Tops for American Iat’l 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

American International Pictures 
and Ray Films of Sydney, Austra- 
| lia, will enter a co-production deal 
{for a remake of “She,” noted H. 
Rider Haggard novel. Roger Cor- 
man will produce and direct the 
| remake, which is earmarked for a 
$750,000 budget, AIP’s biggest 
production ever. 
A top female star, color and 
CinemaScope are entailed in plans 
for the film which will location in 








Australia, Borneo and the Indone- | 


sian islands. Film is slated to roll 
jin January or February, and Cor- 
}man leaves Sept. 6 for a three- 
| month world tour which will swing 


through Australia where he'll scout | 


locations and confab with Ray 
| Films head Raymond Rushmer. 

“She,” a public domain property, 
‘previously was filmed in a 1926 
silent version and by RKO in 1935, 
the latter produced by Merian C. 
Cooper and starring Helen Ga- 
hagan and Randolph Scott. 


On his world trek, Corman addi- | 
tionally will negotiate on co-pro- | 


duction deals in India, Germany 
|and France. Deal in India would 
' be for filming of an original story, 
| “Cobra,” while the German film is 
an untitled war story and the 
| French deal for a musical. 
| Before leaving, Corman will com- 
plete editing of “I, Mobster,” 
which he produced and directed 
| for Edward L. Alperson and 20th- 
| Fox, with his previously announced 
“Rock-'n’-Roll Girl” now temporar- 


ily postponed. His brother, Gene, | 


will film an untitled property for 
the company in October, with Cor- 
man to complete another on his re- 
turn in December, the pair to go 
for Allied Artists release. 


Tourist naar os 


Continued from page 11 














| maining press, vips, and stars. Pic- | 


| tures in the “Information section” 
are shown in the main festival 


the two planned “retrospective” 
programs dedicated to Asta Niel- 
sen and Eric Von Stroheim, will 
have morning screenings 
| Festival Palace. 


A welcome major innovation in | 


the Festival's physical outfitting 


| will be the plastic mobile cover | 


which can be rolled out to protect 
the spectators in the 2,000-seat 
Arena, which screens Festival films 
concurrently with the Fest Thea- 


tre itself, from sudden showers and | 


eventual cold weather which has 
prejudiced many showings in pre- 
vious years, creating a_ serious 
seating problem and programming 
jumble. 

Otherwise, except for refurbish- 
ing and new lighting, etc. 
smoothly-functioning physical set- 
up of the Venice Festival Palace 
has been maintained as in the past, 
meaning coddling of the over-600 
press reps via direct phone, press- 


wire, pressphoto, and postal ser- | 
vices right next to the typewriter- | 


equipped pressrooms; the press- 
boxes, for hourly slotting of news 
releases (mainly by Italy’s ANSA 


news service) and other handouts | 


and mail, each with private key; 
| the press stands for info and photo 
handouts; photo services; reference 
| library on filmic subjects and fes- 
| tival statistics; ticket and hospital- 
ity offices; etc. ete. Both 
UNITALIA and AGIS, respectively 
the Italian Film Industry Publicity 
office and the local exhib organ- 
ization, have their offices in the 
Festival hall to take care of their 
various responsibilities, including 
servicing of visiting industry-ites, 
buyers, etc. 





theatre during the afternoon, while — 


in the) 


the | 


Hollywood Production Lagging 


In Num vers: 


—?¢ 


Chi On a BB Kick 
C.1.ca.0, Aug. 19. 

Erigitte Bardot has taken 
over the Loop. 

The Free World sex symbol 
is current on three firstrun 
screens to fancy grosses. Arty 
World has “And God Created 
Woman,” while the Woods is | 
showing “Night Heaven Fell” | 
and the Loop offers “La Pari- | 

| Siei ne.” And several nabes gut 
into “the act past week wth | 
“Mam ’'zel'e Pigalle.” 

Miss Bardot has been so well 

} merchandised that newspaper 

| ads for the World doesn’t even 

| bother to list her name—just 

| the pic’s w.k. logo. 


16 From 20th , 
Completes 1958 
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Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
A total of 16 films will be di‘s- 
tributed by 20th-Fox through the 
end of this year, according to the 


studio’s latest schedule. Once 
! 

more, the heavy month will be 
December when — although re- 


leases are only tentative—four top 
20th productions will hit the thea- 
tres for anticipated big Holiday 
returns and Oscar eligibility. 

Slated for release in 1958's final 
month are George Stevens’ “The 
Diary of Anne Frank,” Darryl F. 
Zanuck's “The Roots of Heaven,” 
“Inn of the Sixth Happiness” and 
“Rally Round the Flag, Boys!” 
Studio additionally will release “A 
Nice Little Bank That Should Be 
Robbed” and Regal’s “Frontier 
Gun” during December, according 
to current plans. 

Still to be released this month 
are “The Fiend Who Walked the 
West,” “The Hunters.” Regal’s 
“Flaming Frontier” and a British 
entry, “Rx Murder.” | 

Another British-made 20th pic— 
“Harry Black and the Tiger”’—is 
skedded as September's only re- 
lease, with October entries expect- 
ed to include “The Barbarian and 
the Geisha,” Regal’s “The Lone 
| Texans” and Plato Skouras’ Villa!” 

Jerry Wald’s two current pro- 
| ductions—‘‘In Love and War” and 
| “Mardi Gras'"’"—are earmarked for 
| November distribution, and “Rally 
Round the Flag, Boys!,” already 
| noted as a December pic, will play 
pre-release engagements in No- 
vember. 





Producers to Revise 
Dues Structure; Drop 


‘ ’ 
Percentage of Income 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Membersh'p of the Screen Pro- 
ducers Guild has voted to okay a 
recommendation from its board of 
divectors that it revise its dues 
s'ructure by eliminating the per- 
centage of income base for guild 
members. 

Instead, SPG members will 
placed in classifications, with the 
main factor being the ability of 
each to pay, and they would be 
assessed on a flat basis instead of 
the percentage. A committee will 
be named to classify the members. 


Reason for the switch is that the 
guild found a tremendous amount 
of bookkeeping was involved in the 
current system of payment, and 
felt it was too unwi@dy, parti¢ular- 
ly for a guild with only 170 some 
members. SPG members may ap- 
peal if they think their particular 
classification is unfair. In ciassi- 
| fying, SPG will take into consid- 
| ez ation the fact some of its mem- 
; bers also are “members and pay 
| dues to other guilds such as Writ- 
lers Guild of America West and 
Screen Directors Guild. 

SPG plans an expanded pub re-| 
lations program and as part of it) 
the board of directors has author- 
ized renewal of publication of the 
SPG Journal, pub relations com- | 
mittee chairman Julian Blaustein 


be 





meeting. 


| the 


|cost of $60,000,000. 


notified the membership at 4 


70 Fewer Features 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

If current trends continue, the 
film industry in 1959 will experi- 
ence of the worst product 
shoriages in iis history. 

The handwriting plainly on 
the wall via script submissions to 
Production Code Administra- 
tion which show a sharp decline 
from 1957. They were behind by 
49 at the end of June. They're be- 
hind 70 as*of this moment, and, 
by the looks of things, they'll be 
behind by some 120 at the end of 
the year. 

Since not all of the 120 will 
emerge on the screen, that means 
that the total number of pictures to 
be approved by the Code in 1958 


one 


is 


probably will run to just about 
300. That is on a par with the 
lowest low-mark recorded by the 


Code, which wes 303 films in 1954. 
It also marks a sharp reversal of 
an upward trend which has been 
regis ered since ‘54. 

Number of films approved by the 
Code—and ‘the total is as good an 
index to Hollywood activity as any 
since the vast majority of film re- 
leased are submitted to the Code— 
ran to 378 in 1957. Prior to that, 
it was 337 in 1956, and 305 in 1955. 
The highwater mark was reached 
back in 1940 when the Code passed 
530 films. 

Part of the 1958 drop is ex- 
plained by the diminished activity 
at several of the major studios, and 
the shuttering of RKO and Repub- 
lic. Opinion here also is that longer 
runs of the top releases will tend 
to soften the impact of the impend- 
ing shortage, the emphasis at most 
of the studios now being on big, 
expensive productions with con- 
siderable staying potential. 

Nevertheless, the. large mass of 
theatres, particularly the small op- 
era ors, will find it hard next year 
to scrape up enough day-to-date 
product, and the companies with 
plentiful supply (such as 20th-Fox 
with its 55 to 60 releases, and also 
United Artists) will unquestionably 
find eager takers for program fare. 
There's also no question that the 
situation favors foreign film im- 
ports next year. 

Here, on the Coast, the feeling 
about “volume” production is 
mixed, which is due partly to a 
comparatively removed attitude re- 
garding the actual operating needs 
of exhibition. “I think Goldwyn 
is right. We shouldn't bother mak- 
ing more than a handful of-top 
pictures. To hell with the exhib- 
itors. They've ruined this business 
long enough.” That’s an actual 
quote from an important producer. 

Balancing him is the opinion of 
Buddy Adler, produc‘ion chief at 
20th. “We at 20th are dedicated 


| to supply the exhibitor with good 
| pictures in sufficient numbers,” he 


said, pointing out that his studio 
alone was making 32 films at a 
That doesn’t 
include the Regal films, which Rob- 
ert Lippert makes for 20th release. 





‘WALD TIES UP OLD 


‘WINESBURG’ NOVEL 


> Producer Jerry Wald has secured 
fiim rights to “Winesburg, Ohio,” 
both the novel by Sherwood An- 
derson and its dramatization by 
Christopher Sergel, and is seeking 
Tony Perkins and Frederic March 
for the leads. Purchase price re- 
portedly is somewhere near 

75,000. 

Deal, closed by William Morris, 
dves not involve 20th-Fox which 
currently releases Wald'’s films. 
Producer has no immediate plans 
for adding property to his pro- 
duction sked but expects to as- 
sign a writer to screenplay within 
two months. Work predated “Pey- 
ton Place” village X-raying by 40 
years, 








New York Theatre 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefelier Center + Ci 6-4600 
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AN AVON PRODUCTION FROM M-C-™ 
end GALA NEW STAGE SPECTACLE 














20 


INTERNATIONAL 


ARIETY 





‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFiIC8 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





3) Provincial Towns Tied Into Big 


Spanish ‘Circuit of Festivals 


+ 





> 


Madrid, Aug. 19. 
Annual summertime “Festivals | 
of Spain” wili be witnessed by a 
million Spaniards and tourists this 
ear in over 30 provincial capitals. 
Jast show biz operation is organ- 
ized for the fifth consecutive year 
bythe ministry of information and 
tourism in ccoperation with hin- 
terland authorities to svread en- 
tertainment and cultural interest 
beyond Spain's four biggest urban 
centers 
Incorporating music, ballet and 
drama in varying proportions, fes- | 
tivals hold for periods ranging 
from three days to a month, de- 
pending on the size and resort im- | 
portance of the communities cir- | 
cuited. Santander throughout the 
month of August and Sevilla the | 
last weeks of Sentember are the 
maior fetes of international cate- 
gory. 
Artists appearing this season in- 


clude Alexander Bra‘lowsky, Jose 
Iturbi. Victoria de los Angeles, 
Yehudi Menuhin, Gasnar Cassado. 
Pilar Lorengar and Nieanor Zaha- 
leta. Principel orchestras are the 
Stutteart Philharmonic and the 
Spanish National Symphony. 

Spanning the peninsula to pre- 
sent classical, Spanish and modern 
ballet works are seven dance | 
treupes—among them Anton‘o. | 
Pilar Lopez and New York's 
A:nerican Ballet. 

Levit barnstorming revertory of 
21 plavs, the maiority classie but 
including Pirandello and Arthur | 
Miller. is staged by Jose Tamavo's 





Love de Vega troupe, Adolfo Mar- | 
sillach’s Barcelona thesps and the | 


Little Theatre. Lyrie note is fur-| 
nished by Teatro de la Zarzuela | 
licht onera comoanyv 

“Fest'vals of Spain” will make , 
its initinl bow in Madrid Aug. 21] 
and will hold forth in Retiro Park. 
Al freseo performances at prop 
prices (10 to 50c) will include Jose | 
Iturbi in concert performances | 
with the National Symvhony Or- 
chestra, Janine Charrat’s French 
ballet and Miguel Narros’ Little 
Theatre revertery of plays hv Cal- 
deron, Lope de Vea.  Moliere, 


Marivaux and Von Kleist. 


WB Saves $20.900 Per 
Year in England Via 
Closing of Branches 


London, Aug. 19. 
Without affecting trading results 
fin anv way, Warner Bros. reckons 
it will sove around $80,000 a vear 
by the recent decision to shutter 
all their provincial branches and 
to deploy a team of salesmen in 
the field. The new policy, intro- 
duced last April, has meant an 
economy of about $1,100 a week | 
on office staff salaries, and almost | 

another $300 weekiy on rents. 
In the first four months of the 





streamlined operation. the com- 
pany has found that it has elim- 
inated bottlenecks and maintained 
an even closer relationship with 
customers than before. Letters of 
appreciation, in fact, have been 
received at headquarters’ here 
from provincial exhibs, many of 
whom were at first critical of the 


plan. 

Arthur S. Abeles, jr.. WB’s man- 
aging director here, told VARIETY 
that the days when a branch man- 


ager was an important figure in 
the community had long since 
passed Today, he was really 
little more than an administrator 


who had to refer most policy deci- 
sions to h.g. Now the exhib was 
writing direct to London, and that 





cut out the delay of having the | 
branch act as a half-way sorting 
office 

So far WB has retained all vaults 
and its provincial dispatch staff, | 
but would obviously fall in with 
any overall industry plan _ for 


streamlining this part of the dis- 
tribution business. 





Dot Squires EP for U.S. | 
London, Aug. 19. | 

British Decca diskery has made } 
# deal with Pye Records for the 
release of a Dorothy Squires LP 
in the States. Decca will release 
“Dorothy Squires Sings. Billy 
Reid,’ on its London label in the 
U.S. immediately. 

Miss Squires is currently in U.S. 
and it’s intended that the disk 
should go on the market to ce- 
incide with her visit. 





Paris Opera 
replace conductor Francesco Moli- | 
n 
cisco Opera season opening Sept. 





SEBASTION’S FRISCO CHORE 


Molinari-Pradetti Quits —~ Teenage 


Daughter Gravely Hl 
San Francisco, Aug. 19. 
George Sebastian, lately of the 
has been selected to 


ari-Pradelli for the San Fran- 


12. The Italian Molinari-Pradelli 


asked release from his contragt be- 
| cause his teenage daughter is crit- 
} ically ill with a brain tumor. 


Sebastian, a Hungarian, was 
conductor of the Celanese radio 
operas in N. Y. during the Jean 
Tennyson era. 


20th-Fox Sets Multiple 
Run Release in Britain 
For Preem of ‘Sheriff’ 


London, Aug. 12. 

20th-Fox, which has pioneered 
many changes in the established 
UK releasing pattern, is planning 
a new switch with its vearend re- 
lease of “Sheriff of Fractured Jaw,” 
a $1,000.000 British opus starring 
Jayne Mansfield and Kenneth 
More. The film is to be released 
simultaneously in North West Lon- 
don, Sou'y London and key provin- 
cial cities for a minimum nine-day 
run, siarting Dec. 
done to take maximum advantage 
of the seasonal upsurge in family 
entertainment during the Christ- 
mas holiday period. 

The normal practice is for pix 
to be released in turn in North 
West London, North East London 





land South London before starting 


their runs through the provinces. 
In this particular setup, 20th-Fox 
has been obliged to omit the North 
East London area because of the 
financial strain of providing an 
adequate number of prints, 
majority of which would be with 
magnetic sound and costing $1,000 
apiece. 

Altogether, there are 61 indie 
theatres in the two London regions 
which will have the opportunity of 
booking the holiday release. They 
include theatres controlled by Gra- 
nada, Essoldo, Shipman and King, 
ete. They've all accepted the prin- 
ciple of a mid-week opening with 
a commitment to run through the 
following week, a procedure quite 
unique in Britain. 

“Sheriff” will have its West End 
preem at the Carlton the first week 
of November and Kenneth More 
has agreed to do personals wher- 
ever possible throughout the prov- 
inces, 


BRITAINS MAJOR COS. 





MAY CLOSE BRANCHES 


London, Aug. 19. 

Plans for streamlining distribu- 
tion throughout the provinces are 
currently being discussed at a ton 
industry level. It is likely that all 
the majors will shortly agree to 
shutter branches in more terri- 
tories, 

At a meeting of distribs here 
last week, there was a majority 
feeling in favor of closing branches 
in the Liverpool territory, and to 
service exhibitors within that area 
from the’ existing Manchester 
branches. There was also a pro- 
posal to fold branches in the New- 
castle area. 


Feeling among some of the ma- | 
jors is that the time is approach- | 


ing when the entire country (Ire- 
lend excluded) will be serviced by 
only three branches—one in Lon- 
don, another in Leeds and a third 
in Glasgow. * 





‘ ’ ° 

Two More ‘Carry On’ Pix 

London, Aug. 19. 

Nat Cohen and Stuart Levy. 
Anglo-Amalgamated toppers, have 
closed a deal with producer Peter 
Rogers and director Gerald Thomas 
for two more films in their “Carry 
On” series. The first, “Carry On 
Sergeant.” is due for release on 
the Associated British circuit in 
October. 

The titles of the other two are 
“Carry on Nurse” and “Carry on 
Constable.” The first of them wil’ 
go into production in November. 


| dominated 


| latest figures 


26. This is being | 


the | 


Irish Censors at Work 
Dublin, Aug. 12. 

Irish film censors have 
banned five current American 
releases. 

Quintet includes “The Key,” 
“Pal Joey,” “Peyton Place,” 
“Another Time, Another 
Place” and “Cop Hater.” 


Yank Films Pace 
Italian Market 


Rome, Aug. 12. 

Yank releases have completely 
the Italian box-office 
picture during the 1957-58 season, 
indicate. American 
pix copped the first 13 spots in 
current seasonal ratings as well as 
taking 17 of 20 top-running b.o. 
positions. Updated first-run returns 
place “10 Commandments” (Par) 
far in the lead, with some $1,057,- 
000 for 13 cities. Runner-up to date 
is “Bridge on River Kwai” (Col), 
with about $522,000 for 13 keys. 

Following in order are “Young 
Lions” (20th), “Sayonara” (WB), 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA), 
“Peyton Place” (20th), “Farewell 
to Arms” (20th), “Pal Joey” (Col) 
and “Love in Afternoon” (Dear). 

Of the second 10, “Sun Also 
Rises” (20th). “Pride and the Pas- 





Germany's SPIO Stresses Need For 
Intensified | Publicity to Beat TV 





ISRAEL FILM HOUSES 


109 in Reduced Area Vs. 60 Before 
New State 





Tel Aviv, Aug. 19. 

The number of motion picture 
houses in Israel has almost dou- 
bled during the past 10 years, since 
the infant nation gained its inde- 
pendence. There is no television at 
present in Israel and, at the mo- 
ment, none is planned. 

In the former Palestine there 
were 60 motion picture theatres, 
while in the Israel of today—which 
comprises only 2/3 of the terri- 


109. 
TV is presently stymied here be- 
cause the government is against 


| cient funds to launch government 
video. 





British Cinemas Doing 
Better Than Last Year, 
Assoc. British Shows Gain 


London, Aug. 12. 








sion” (UA), “Prince and Showgirl” 
(WB) rank one-two-three followed 
by the first Italo release “Vacanze 
ad Ischia” (Rizzoli) and “Belle ma 
Povere” (Titanus), also Italian- 
made. These are followed by “De- 


signing Woman” ‘(M-G) “Friendly 
Persuasion” M-G) “Long Hot 
| Summer” (20th), “King in New 


York” (Cineriz) and “Teahouse of 
August Moon” (M-G). 
Significantly, however, most of 
these grosses were racked up dur- 
ing spring season, having dropped 
| sharply since then. Recent takes 
have been disastrous, with exhibs 
digging back for reissues almost all 


along the line. Some of these old-| 


ies have done well, and in most 
cases even outgrossed weaker new 
product currently in release, 





Ttalian Develops New 
Widescreen System But 
Still in Lab Stages 


Rome, Aug. 12. 

A widescreen system reported to 
| combine all the advantages of Cine- 
| rama without the drawback of divi- 
|sion lines has been reportedly de- 
voloped by Italian Rinaldo Gior- 
dano. Although exact detgils of the 
invention remain undisclosed, Gior- 
| dano claims that his Fotorama sys- 
| tem embraces 135 degrees in width 
and 50 in height, without distor- 
tion. The effect is said to be 
| achieved optically, but “with aid of 
electricity.” 

Development is said to be the 
| work of 20 years of research and 
study by Giordano, a resident of 
Bari. In the latter stages, the proj- 
ect received the encouragement of 
local Columbia Pictures branch of- 
fice topper, who has informed his 
homeoffice of the invention. 

Local Columbia Pictures opera- 
| tion is looking into possibilities of 
new system, with an eye to event- 
ual development. 


Yank Gl’s Producing 
U.S. Play With Germans 


Rothwesten, Aug. 12. 

Probably one of the most un- 
usual linguistic turnabouts in the 
theatre is currently being accom- 
| plished by Lt. John G. Jones, sta- 
tioned here with a U.S. Air Force 
air control and warning station. 
The 24-year-old former Memphis 
State university drama major is 
| directing and producing Eugene 
O’Neill’s “Where the Cross Is 
Made,” at the Goethe Boys School 
and at the America House here 
with cast of German boys from the 
scLool. The few in the cast who 
speak English speak the pure Ox- 
ford style, and Jones is teaching 
them to use the New England dia- 
lect of a group of old seamen. 

Jones was asked by one of the 
teachers at the Goethe School to 
direct the play, in order to famil- 
iarize studerts with the American 
theatre. It turned out so well at 
this first performance at the school 
hat it’s being repeated for the Ger- 
nan and American public at the 





| 





iocal America House, 


British picture theatres were 
definitely doing better than at the 
| corresponding time last year, Sir 
| Philip Warter, chairman of As- 
sociated British Picture Corp., told 

stockholders at the annual meeting 
| here. 
| The company had announced 
| that its trading profit was $9,.775.- 

000 against last vear’s $7.278.000 
| Sir Philip added that $196,000 

would be distributed as a staff 
| bonus. ' 
| Sir Tom O’Brien. boss of the 
| National Assn. of Theatrical and 
Kine Employees, seconding a vote 
| of thanks to the board proposed by 
|Sir Alexander King, expressed 
| his pleasure at the fact that, when 
the ABPC experienced a good year, 
it did not forget its employees. 
O’Brien added that the report was 


| 


remarkable in view of the fact 
that the profits came at a time 
when the industry was going 
through a difficult stage. He went 


on to point out that the increase 
in profits certainly bore some re- 
lation to the cut in admissions tax, 
and this, in itself, ves enough of 
a stimulant to encourage the fight 
for complete abolition. 


SADLER’S WELLS OPERA 


London, Aug. 19. 
Sadler’s Wells Opera Co. is still 
in a sticky financial position, al- 
though director Norman Tucker 
admits that its immediate money 
needs can be met. Currently the 
Arts Council subsidizes the Com- 


000, but, says Tucker, it must be 
increased to at least $569.000 for 
the company to break even. 

Said Tucker: “We have a debt of 
around $140,000 which will have to 
be repaid sometime.” These facts 
emerged while Tucker was an- 
nouncing details of its 1958-59 sea- 
son which starts with 2 five weeks 
tour of the provinces. He said that 
during a touring session more than 
$4.200 a week was liable to be 
lost. 


problems with Covent Garden to 
avoid duplication of repertoire. An 
immediate result is that the Wells 
will open its London season with 
“The Flying Dutchman.” This is 
the first Wagnerian opera to be 
staged at the Sadler’s Wells Thea- 
tre for over 20 years. During that 
time Wagner has been the preserve 
of Covent Garden. 


Harris in Alps 


John 
Munich, Aug. 12. 


John Harris and _ Associates, 
Hoilywood indie outfit, is making 
a co-production here with Rapid 
Films, which has been on location 
in the Bavarian Alps. Entitled 
“Temptation and Desire” from a 
script by John Kay, it is being 
made as a dua! language produc- 
tion in English and German. 

Wolfgang Hartwig is producing 
and the east includes Erika Rem- 
berg, Christine Maybach and Diet- 
mar Schoenherr. John Harris is co- 
producing and William Tenhaaf is 
directing. 





tory Palestine occupied—there are | 


commercial tv and has not suffi- | 


FACES FISCAL WORRY 


pany to the tune of around $420.-! 


Sadler’s Wells !s froning out its | 


_ Frankfurt, Aug. 12. 

“These days, television has 
reached the total of 1,700,000 in 
West Germany—this figure multi- 
plied by four gives the approxi- 
mate number of people who are 
missing in the film theatres, Fur. 
thermore, German tele has con- 
ducted a publicity campaign for 
which they spend $100,000, and has 
made preparations for another 
publicity drive. One may assume 
that there exists a certain connec. 
tion between the negative press 
reaction aganst films and the ef- 
forts of tele for wide publicity.” 

So charges a report just made by 
SPIO, the industry-wide German 
film industry organization, mainly 
concerning the first joint all-out 
publicity campaign ever conducted 
by COMPO in Germany. 

Themed “Mach Dir ein paar 
schoene Stunden, Geh ins Kino” 
(Give yourself a few nice hours, go 
to the movies), the campaign in- 
cluded questionnaires for exhib- 
itors and distributors; COMPO ma- 
terial regarding foreign countries; 
a working committee for publicity 
| with suggestions for improved ad- 
vertising and film posters: letters 
to actors requesting cooperating in 
the COMPO campaign; lectures at 
universities and other institutions; 
investigation of the inserts with 
the slogan. 

The  six-months-old 
program is continufng with 
marked results, points out the 
SPIO report. More requests have 
come in from abroad about infor- 
mation and material 

The report adds, “It would not 
be realistic to believe that the pro- 
gram as set up for the publicity 
campaign has been fulfilled vet, 
On the contrary, it must be ad- 
mitted that although the greatcr 
part of the film imdustry is very 
coopérative, some representatives 
are indifferent or even oppose up- 
to-date film publicity.” 

The report admits that in 1957, 
for-the first time in seven vears, 
the number of film patrons de- 
creased in West Germany, and that 





| 
| 
| 
| 


publicity 


the press has been alarming. With 
tele set ownership’ increasing 
enormously, and competition in 
other forms of entertainment, it 


points out that the film industry 
must continue with an aggressive 
publicity campaign in order to 
| thrive. 

; The SPIO suggests a change in 
| German cinema programming—to 
|'make the program of the cinemas 
more attractive and away from the 
routine. 

The SPIO board members have 
agreed to continue the joint pub- 
licty 6f the COMPO campaign. It 
seems that the German film indus- 
try is out to beat the recession by 
tossing some money in the kitty to 
help plug the industry. The long- 
awaited awakening of the German 
film industry to its needs in a 
growingly competitive entertain- 
ment-wide world seems to be tak- 
ing place. 





Jacques Tati’s Lowdown 
_ On Mon Oncle’ Expense; 
‘Mumbles’ Like Folks Do 


Amsterdam, Aug. 12 
“Mon Oncle” {My Uncle). whieh 
| Walter Reade’s Continenta! Dis- 
| tributing acquired for the States 
| for a reported $225,000 in advance 
| guarantees, was brought in for 
| only $500,000, comedian-star-direc- 
|}tor Jacques Tati said here. The 
| $500,000 includes the Eastmancolor 
print made for French dubbing and 
the Technicolor version which is 
to be used to dub the picture into 


English. 
Tati was in Holland to help 
launch his picture here. It was 


bought here for $20,000, quite a 
high price for a small country. 
“Mon Oncle,” incidentally, was in 
production for 34 weeks. It was 
one of the French selections at 
the Cannes film festival last May. 
The Dutch press received it 
enthusiastically. 

In the picture, Tati (as Hulot) 
and the rest of the cast are barely 
heard doing anything but mum- 
bling. It’s largely a succession of 
sight gags. “Why should I use 
comprehensible dialog when people 
| only speak in phrases and cliches,” 
| Tati said. 
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Plan to Show Eva Peron Film Stirs 
Ex-Dictator’s Backers Into Action 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 

The Reggio cinema in Tucuman, 
owned by Daniel Habichayn an- 
nounced, plans to exhibit “La Ca- 
balgata del Circo” (Cavalcade of 
the Circus) (Sam Miguel), the 
first picture “presenting Maria Eva 
Duarte,” later known as Eva Peron. 
It has always been understood here 
that when Eva Duarte married 
Colonel Peron, producer Miguel 
Machinandiarena presented the 
negatives of both this picture and 
the never-released “La Prodiga” 
(The Prodigal) to her as a wed- 
ding gift. This took the weight 
off the wily producer’s shoulders, 
as neither effort deemed by many 
to be worth much, and he stood to 
earn just black marks just as 
much if he released them as by 
not doing so. 

Evidently there are henchmen 
of Evita’s, or Peron’s, still disposed 
to protect her alleged reputation 
as an actress. Two men turned up 
at the Reggio in the early hours 
one morning, demanding the film 
from the manager, Juan Gutierrez. 
They alleged that they had orders 
from the distributor to make cer- 
tain cuts for political reasons. 
When the manager protested that 
he must consult the distributor by 
telephone, weapons appeared and 
the pair, revealing themselves as 


members of Person's shock troops. | 


The two made off with the film in 

their possession in an auto. 
Shortly after this, the Govern- 

or’s secretary, Pedro Soaje, un- 


aware of what happened, called at | 


the theatre to ask that sequences, 


in which the late “first lady” ap-| 


peared, be cut out. Celestino Gelsi, 
governor of Tucuman, is an un- 
disguised Neo-Peronist. 

Leading roles in “Del Circo” 
were played by tango warblers 
Libertad Lamarque and Hugo del 
Carril The former was obliged 
to go into exile, with Eva blamed 
by many. Eva Duarte’s participa- 
tion in the film followed a deal 
with the producers which secured 


them raw stock (at high cost) in| .--ombled contestants, the clamor | grant (in bonds and never collect- 


exchange for a contract to make 
three pictures in which she would 
play successively important roles. 
The third was never made. 
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‘Back in Anger’ Film 
To Roll on Aug. 25 


London, Aug. 12. 

John Osborne and Mary Ure are 
due back here from America soon 
for the filming of “Look Back in 
Anger,” which is set to roll at the 
Associated British Elstree studios 
Aug. 25. Miss Ure will re-enact 
the femme lead, which she played 
both here and on Broadway in the 
legit plays. 

Being produced by Harry Saltz- 
man, pic will be released in Brit- 
ain by Associated British-Pathe, 
but Warner Bros. will distribute 
throughout the rest of the world. 
Richard Burton, who has been 
signed to star, is due in shortly. 
The cast also includes Claire 
Bloom and Edith Evans. 


Arg. Fest Loaded 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 

Dissension and bickering are 
hallmarks of First Argentine Film 
Fest now in progress at the Rio 
|Hondo spa, Santiago del Estero. 
This week attending delegations 
paid a one-day visit to neighboring 
Tucuman, at the invitation of an- 
other Governor, Celestino Gelsi, 
who promised another such festival 
in his province next year. 

The long trip to Tucuman af- 
|ferded another opportunity for 
acrimonious discussions on what's 
| wrong with the industry, jelling in 
a decision to take strong united 
action summarized in a grandilo- 
quent “Declaration of Rio Hondo.” 
All this was to the good, but 
any unity fell by the wayside when 
}it was leaked out that the jury 
was refusing to award first prizes 
because of the poor entries. When 
the jury’s decision was read to 





With Beefs, Grief 


Arg. Senate Setting Up 
Roadblock Against New 
Nat’l Art Fund Setup 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 12. 
Argentina’s Senate has rushed 
through a bill “irtervening” the 
National Art Fund, which was only 
set up last February under the 
|Aramburu Government, whose | 


Sockereo $15,002, 





Fly Big 76, ‘Wonders 


Bad Weather Ups West End; ‘Vertigo 


Blood Boffo 126, 
Wham 30/46 





| regulations were only drafted in x E 
| April and was unable to collect the; Eastman in Line For 


funds assigned it until June 1. This ° e ° 
decision to “intervene” a body Film Plant in India 
Madras, Aug. 12. 


barely set up a month ago is felt 
to be tainted by language suspi-| Paced with the possibility of sus- 
pended operations throughout the 





ciously akin to that familiar under 
the Peron regime, charging that | country, unless the government of 
; the Art Fund Board was not such | India comes to beni with Agfa of 
as would insure “national and pop- | pact Germany on setting up of 
|ular” culture, describing it as an | proposed raw film plant at Oota- 
“elite” group fertile for “vain man- /camund, an Eastman Kodak Ltd., 
ifestations likely to introduce f0r- | exec, who was in India recently, 
eign customs,”. which may flatter}; proposed a plant. Under this 
small groups but have “nothing to | proposal to the government, East- 
do with national restlessness on | ,9n agrees: fo find all equipment 
the march.” | and foreign exchange necessary for 

All this is reminiscent of ideas | setting up a plant. The lab is ex- 
which brought the native film in- | pected to cost about $100,000,000, 
dustry to disaster, practically | coin for which would be advanced 
stamped out local pleasure in/>y Eastman. In addition, it would 
tango music since obligatory to train Indian personnel so that even- 
play it in niteries and is Obviously | tually Indian technicians and ad- 
inspired by political demagoguery. | ministrative personnel could take 

The Art Fund's first president , over. 
was impresario “Cacho” Carcaval-| Similar proposals have also been 
lo, who fought with the Navy in| made by Agfa of East Germany. 
the 1955 revolution that ousted| While some would welcome East 
Peron. Editress Victoria Ocampo, | German assistance as a step to 
on the Fund Board, was jailed by | keep American help in balance, a 
Peron for supporting the freedom | majority seems to like getting all 


* 


of the press; Maestro Juan Jose | 
Castro, who had to go into exile) 
under Peron; actress Luisa Vehil | 
who had tar-bombs thrown at her | 
under that regime; and screen ac- 
tress Delia Garces. Other Fund 
Board members were dramatist 
jand critic Edmundo Guibourg, | 
| Maestro Enzo Valenti Ferro, au- 
|thor Camilo Darthes and screen 


| director Emilio Villalba Welsh. , 


| President Aramburu created the 
National Art Fund with the plaus- 
|ible idea of stimulating scientific, 
| literary, musical, plastic art, thea- 
|tre and film activities. It was to 
/award scholarships to deserving 
| talent, build theatres in a city 
which has too few, and spread the | 
| story of Argentine culture abroad. 


| It was to start with a $5,000,000 | 





. > - - | . — ‘ 
was not only bitter and recrimina-| ed), augmented by taxes on radio 


tory, but even threatened physical 
violence to the jurors. 
| Trying to smooth 
| Provincial Governor 


things over, : . ! 
Eduardo | Screen Institute's receipts and a 








’ 4 - | Miguel suggested the jury recon- 
Japan Won't Re-Distrib |sider at a meeting over which he 
° . and several actors and producers 
U.S. Major Licenses eside, and rejecting. th 
. |jury’s efforts to resign. e 
Finance Ty yoy jurors were kept in durance until 
the MPEA that redistribution of | @Wards were —— lg 
import licenses to the nine U s.| Leopoldo ee "¥ > tn. 
majors is not possible. Previously, siado eee ae ae ee 
the ministry had told the majors dependencia), which got no support 
that it might agree to an adjust-|{tom Buenos Aires audiences. Sec- 
ment of the distribution if there | 0nd prize went to Ruben sear ate 
were major changes in the position | Prisoner 1040,” as eT eae 
of permits for each company. On| and third to Hugo del — 
the basis of this, MPEA worked Cita con la Maal (A Date wit 
out a_ re-allocation of permits | Life) (Internacional). 


F | Special mentions went to 
among member companies result-| ee ee 
4 ° |“Rosaura a las 10” (Rono’ “Alto 


ing slashing of one license each |} a a. 
from Metro and Universal, and —— ncaa sg oi - 
adding one each to Columbia and Hombre del. Milagro” (The * neon 
=a. ‘ ‘of the Miracle) (Sandrini, “Thunder 
But the ministry decided not to'j, the Leaves” (Armando Bo) 
recognize this adjustment because “Footlights” (Enrique Carreras). 
UA and AA do not distribute here Under the circumstances, these 
and the fact that until fiscal 1957, | prizes are of as much value as 
Republic had been an MPEA mem-| those red-bound books awarded to 
ber sduliocation of permits is 10 every pupil in most private French 
DoiVicEal © y school he end of each term. 
MPEA was the third reason given. | cneae a ¢ 


the Far Fast commented: This Band Music Too Noisy, 

s sti nder discussion. It is not} . 

* closed Folds After Nine Shows 
When Neighbors Complain 


a closed matter as far as we are} 
concerned.” 
1 | Scarborough, Eng., Aug. 12 
Anderson to Lens in Ireland), Scatboroush, Eng. Aus. 12 
Dublin, Aug. 12. the closing of a late-night band 
Michael Anderson planed in! show at the Gaiety in this English 
from N. Y, to gander locations for! holiday town—complaints from 
the James Cagney starrer, “Shake/ residents in the neighborhood. 
Hands with the Devil” which goes} Show folded after nine perform- 
before the cameras at the Ardmore! ances. Titled “Eleven-Five Spe- 
Studios here Sept. 8. Picture will| cial,” program was aimed at teen- 
be distributed through United Art-| age customers, and was skedded 
ists, and will be first major Ameri-|to run until the end of the vaca- 
can feature production to be pro-| tion season. 
| The noise, apparently, disturbed 


duced at the studios. 
With him came scriptwriters Ben | residents living near the theatre. 


Roberts and Ivan Goff who have| Latter, according to manager Pent- 
been working on the Rearden Con-| land Hick, gave him plenty time 
nor novel on which the film, set in| to try and tone down the music but 
Ireland in 1921, is based. Don Mur-}| 
ray has been named as second! the noise sufficiently to hold the 








would preside, and rejecting the| 


and tele commercials royalties 
from dancehalls which use disks 
instead of musicians, a part of the 


| royalty on the public performance | 
of any play or works in the public 
| domain. 
Annual receipts from all these 
|sources were estimated around 
$750,000. The aim was to house all | 
|art and entertainment groups un- 
|}der the single roof of the San 
Martin Theatre, still unfinished 
and empty for lack of the $500,000 
| required. 


ONE WAY OF HALTING 
CINEMA DUCAT SPECS 


New Delhi, Aug. 12. 
A cinema here has come up with 
a novel weapon in fight against 
ticket speculators—the rubber- 
|stamp. As each patron buys his | 
|ticket, his left wrist is marked at 
}the boxoffice with an appropriate | 
|stamp. At the door, he must dis- | 
|play both ticket and _ rubber-| 
|stamped wrist. The ticket taker 
turns “unstamped” patrons away. 
| Gimmick succeeds aimost 100% 
| because it makes tickets nontrans- | 
ferable—though it forces every | 
bona-fide patron to stand in line. 
The cinema manager explained | 
why he could boast only almost | 
/100 percent success. There were, | 
jhe conceded, some “clever chaps” 
|transferring the stamp mark by} 
|pressing it against the wet wrists 
of “not-so-clever chaps” to whom 
they still managed to resell tickets | 


at a profit. 











Taina Elg Signed Up 
For ‘39 Steps’ Remake 


London, Aug. 12. | 

Recent visit of Betty E. Box and 
Ralph Thomas to America in search | 
of a heroine for their remake of | 
“39 Steps” has resulted in the 
signing of Taina Elg, best known 
to audiences here for her role in 





it was found impossible to reduce! “Les Girls.” 


Miss Elg will co-star with Ken-| 


| about 


the help it can from democratic 
countries like England and Ameri- 
ca, so that the future of the coun- 
try would not be at the mercy of 
Commie infiltration. 

It now seems likely that the gov- 
ernment would accept the Eastman 
plan, though a new set of proposals 
may go to the East German gov- 
ernment. India annually imports 
$7,000,000 worth of raw 
stock, 





Eased Gov't Aid 


Starts 14 Films 


Madrid, Aug. 19 

Passage of new state film aid 
low has accelerated motion picture 
making in the past few weeks. Al- 
though credit-subsidy legislation is 
effective Oct. 1, government ar- 
ranged a private bank loan of 50,- 
000,000 nesetas against projected 
450,000,000 aid fund to settle out- 
standing producer subsidy claims. 

Resulting producer sortie finds 
14 films now rolling in Madrid and 
one in Barcelona. An almost equ®l 
number of projects are in ad- 
vanced stages of preparation. 


Chart does not inelude U. S 


|indie “John Paul Jones” (WB) or 


Warwick's “Zarak” sequel, “The 


| Randit of Zhobe” (Col), currently 


filming in Madrid. 
Production figures for the first 


| six months this year show a total 


of 32 starts. More than a third 
were copvroductions, the majority 
with Italy. 


Ton British Chain Mulls 
Operation of Theatres 
Where There’s No Tax 





London, Aug. 19. 
One of Britain's largest inde- 
pendent circuits is mulling the 


idea of operating picture theatres | 
overseas where there’s no admis- | 


sions tax, Eady levy or tv. The 
chain, Star Cinemas Ltd., which 
has over 120 halls in the Midlands 
and North of England, has already 
begun negotiations in Spain and 
Morocco, but Walter Eckart, the 
Star topper, told Varrety there 


{were many obstacles in the way 


notably currency restrictions. He 
had not yet discussed the project 
with the treasury. 

Eckart added that the company’s 


interest in overseas theatres was 


|not limited to the two places al- 


ready mentidned. There were 
many other locations, both inside 
and outside the Commonwealth 
where tax and tele were not bur- 
dens. He agreed that West Africa 
was among the possible territories. 

The Star chief revealed that he 
would be taking an overseas trip 


male lead, but femme leads have | tion. One femme customer in her | neth More in the John Buchan | soon, but would not name the des- 


not been assigned. James Cagney) show's appeal. Not only teenagers | meller, which originally was filmed | tination. Nor would he elaborate 


is due 
month, 


in from N. Y. late this’ approved of the late-night opera-| with Robert Donat and Madeleine | on his plans, saying: “It’s an egg 


| 70’s sat regularly in the front row. | Carroll. which hasn't been hatched yet.” 


London, Aug. 12. 

The holiday weekend and con- 
tinued unfavorable weather gave 
the West End one of its best sum- 
mer weeks. On the whole, first- 
run biz was well above average, 
with two theatres chalking up 
house records. 

“Seven Wonders of World” at the 
Casino hit a new all-time high of 
$30,500 in 24th round, equalling 
20 capacity performances without 
any discounts for party bookings. 
“South Pacific,” in its 17th frame, 
soared to over $24,700 for 12 per- 
formances. “Around World in 80 
Days” had one of its best weeks of 
the year, chalking up a great $16,- 
100 in its 58th round at the Astoria. 

Leading the field of newcomers 
was a new British horror pic, 
“Blood of the Vampire,” which was 
heading for a boff $12,000 or more 
in its opening Pavilion stanza. “The 
Fly,” which grossed a mighty fig- 
ure in opening week at Rialto, 
looks smash $7,000 in second. “Ver- 
tigo” also looms big with prospects 
of a rousing $15,000 or more in 
first round at the Odeon, Leicester 
Sonare Holdover hits include 
“Tne Vikings,” great in fifth frame 
at Leicester Square Theatre; “Mer- 
rv Andrew,” big in second week at 
the Empire, and “No Time for 
Sergeants,” fancy in third frame 
at the Warner. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Astoria. (CMA) (1,474: $1.20- 
$215) — “Around World” (UA) 
(‘58th wk). Great $16,100, best in 
months. 


Carlton (20th) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— 
“Harry Black” (20th) (3d wk). Okay 
$3400 or near. Second was $10,- 
700 

Casino (Indie) (1,337; 70-$2.15) 
—“Seven Wonders” (Robin) (24th 
wh) New house record at over 
$30.500. 

Empire (M-G) (3.099: 55-$1.70) 

“Merry Andrew” (M-G) (3d wk), 
B'* ©13,000 or near. Last week, 
$17.000. 

Coumont (CMA) (1,500: 50-$1.70) 


‘Nicht to Rememher” (Rank) 
‘Sd wk). Steady $6.000 or near. 
Second was $6,200. “A Time to 


Love” (Rank) follows Aug. 13. 

leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1.376: 50-$1.70)—“Vikines” (UA) 
(5th wk) Great $12,800; Last 
wecek,.$14,200. “Kings Go Forth” 
(UA) follows Aug. 14. 

}ondon Pavilion (UA) (1.217: 50- 
$1.70)—“Blood of Vampire” (Eros). 
Hooding for great $12,000 

Odeon, Leicester Sauare (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—“Vertigo” (Par), 
Smosh $15,000. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200: 50-$1.70)—“Nor Moon Ry 
Nivht” (Rank). Modest $5,800. 

Odeon, Tottenham Court Road 
(CMA) (1,800; 95-$2.80)\—“Wind- 
jammer” (Cinemiracle) (13th wk). 
Somewhat better this round at 

‘near $7,300. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Cry From the Streets” (Eros). 
Fair $5,500. 

Rialto (20th) (592; 50-$1.30)— 
“Fiy” (20th) (2d wk). Heading for 
smash $7,000. First week, $8,100. 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 50-$1.30)— 
“Raintree County” (M-G) (3d wk), 
Fine $3,900. Second was $4,500. 

Warner (WB) (1,785; 50-$1.70)— 
“No Time for Sergeants” (WB) (3d 
wk). Big $9.000 or near. Second 
was $12,000. “Indiscreet” (WB) 
preems Aug. 14. 


126 U.S. Marines To 
Edinburgh Fest Tattoo 


Edinburgh, Aug. 12. 
Four planeloads of U.S. Marines, 
the first American troops to be an 
integral part of the International 
Edinburgh Festival Tattoo, have 
arrived at Turnhouse airport here. 
The six officers and 120 enlisted 
men arrived in U.S. Marine Corps 
aircraft later than was expected 
because of bad weather over the 
Atlantic. The planes took the 
southern route via the Azores to 
escape the worst of it. During 
their stay in Edinburgh, the Mar- 
lines are being accommodated in 

jan Army camp outside the city 
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Closed Circuit, Prelude to Toll, 
Raises the Usual Pro and Con 


Arguments 


Houston, Aug. 19. 

Houston may become a testing 
ground this fall in the controversy 
over closed circuit television. Sev- 
en firms are asking franchises to 
install multi-million dollar circuits 
here. They will get a hearing 
Thursday, Sept. 4, in City Hall, 
postponed from July 31. 

Protests will be allowed at the 
session over the plan, which might 
eventually bring tollvision to Hous- 
ton. 

The hearing will bring out in de- 
tail whether applicants plan to 
serve just industrial, business and 
school clients, or whether they 
plan some day to take Pay-see tee- 
vee into city homes. 

The residential plan is a system 
whereby wires are laid to subscrib- 
er’s sets and programs are fur- 
nished at established fees. 

Director of Public Service Clin- 
ton Owsley was ordered by City 
Council to call the hearing. He ex- 
plained that a franchise is required. 
since cables for the service will 
run along and across public streets 
and properties. After the hearing, 
Owsley will summarize his findings 
and report to the Council, which 
will have the final say on fran- 
chising. 


Those favoring the system have | 


said it could be a blessing to indus- 
try and education. Industrial plants, 
they argue, could use the system 


to telecast special trade programs | 


to employees. Schools corild use it 
for classroom teaching. As for par- 
lor video, they argue it would give 
clients a right, as subscribers to 
the service, to choose from varied 
entertainment offered. 

Opponents of closed circuit cite 
the fact that other large cities have 
rejected it. They also point to an 
experiment in Bartlesville, Okla., 
where strbscription service “failed.” 
They contend that toilvision and 
“free” tv (the name given the sys- 
tem used currently by Houston's 
four stations) cannot co-exist. 

In the field of publie service, 
opponents declare, closed circuit 


tv would be restricted from offering | 
events, action in political | 


public 
campaigns, election returns, sports 
contest, shows on music and art 
and ciscussions of public issues. 


They cite that Harris County has | 


378,000 tv sets, for which the own- 
ers spent $132,000,000, and- have 
added another $20,000,000 yearly 
to maintain them, This investment 
would be 


and home folk had to drop coins 
or dollars into the till. 

Several councilmen have said 
they felt 
should require start of construc- 
tion within a “reasonable” time. 
Two others opposed any time limit, 
declaring that the “franchise would 
not be exclusive.” The Mayor of 
the city, Louis Cutrer, and several 
other members of the City Coun- 
cil are without an opinion pending 
the hearing 

Leading the list of :applicants is 
Custom TV Ine., which has asked 
to provide two way audio and 
video to industrial, business and 
schoo! clients. It estimates over all 
cost of installation at $30,000.000. 
How this figure is arrived at is 
unclear. 

The application listed as “inter- 
ested parties” for Custom TV Inc.: 
Lee Cook, prez; Fred Nahas, prez 
of KXYZ here; W. T. Carter III. 
Henry Carter, Henry King, Dick 
Thrall and Marvin Schulman. 

_ Applications have been made by 
six other firms, to wit: ’ 

Loew's State Theatre, represent- 
ed by Homer McCallon and Inter- 
state Theatre Circuit, Inc., of Dal- 
las represented by Karl Hoblitzelle 
have asked for closed tv rights. 

_ Drive-In Theatre applicants in- 
ciude the Post Oak Drive-In, with 
Jack Groves as the spokesman, and 
the Trail Drive-In. , 

Requests also have come from 
Bennett Lay, local attorney, rep- 
resenting Texas Bell Video Inc., 
and Robert A. Spain Jr., for Indus- 
trial Television Inc., of Houston. 

They also must show required 
technical personnel, their financial 
standing, any agreements made 
with other utility companies to per- 
form the service, and they must 
list all principal persons, including 


“worthless,” opponents | 
argue, if Pay-See were installed— 


a franchise, if granted, | 


in Houston, Texas 


corporate officers and _ principal 
stockholders. 

| In addition, they must show ex- 
perience in the field, proposed 
method of operation and a suggest- 
ed rate to be paid the City of 
Houston as a franchise tax-paid on 
gross receipts. 





Telemeter Miss 
Of Target Date 
(Jan. 1) Likely 


International Telemeter’s target 
{date of Jan. 1 is not likely to be 
|met. Paramount, parent of the 
|home toll system, had been plan- 
|ning right along to have the sys- 
'tem rolling in at least two domes- 
|tic communities by year’s end. 

But now it’s being privately con- 
}ceded that a delay of perhaps a 
|few months can be expected. Key 








|source said it’s just a matter of | 


ironing out all details—a matter 
| which is taking more time than had 
been anticipated. 

Among the requirements that 
| have to be met within the frame- 
tele method are these: arrange- 
ments with local telephone com- 
panies whose wires and conduits 
would be used; wrapping up first- 


foot-forward kind of programming, | 


and all arrangements for the man- 
ufacture and delivery of Par’s own 
equipment. 

It’s said at the film company 
that no serious problem has yet to 
present itself—that ‘s, serious in 
that it would cause postponement 
for any great length of time or 
threaten the outcome of Telemeter 
in a technical way. 

In another facet of the Par ap- 
}proach, it now appears that the 
coin boxes to be installed in homes 
are to be provided subscribers on 
a gratis basis. This is a major item 
since the cost to the film company 
is figured at $40 to $50 per instal- 
| lation. 

No final decisions on this as yet 
but the top-exec thinking is trend- 
ing this way. Originally, it had 
been hoped that the paying viewer 
might be called upon to pay an 
installation fee. 

Now, though, it’s apparently 
felt that the public might balk at 
paying any kind of initial money. 
This also would be _ inconsistent 


ed by Par, as against the Bar- 
tlesville, Okla., run which saw sub- 
|seribers paying a flat fee regard- 
less of how much programming 
they elected to tune in on. 





| Ralph Ripps has resumed his 

duties as Metro salesman in the 
Albany exchange district, after re- 
| covering from two operations. He 
| is the brother of Herman L. Ripps, 
| Western division manager for 
MGM. 





Sudden activity in the stock of 


|Corp., listed on the American 
|Stock Exchange, is believed to 
haved been caused by expections 


ming and distribution company 
headed by Matty Fox, is near clos- 
ing a deal with the N.Y. Telephone 
Co. for a Gotham franchise. 
Skiatron was the most active 
stock on the American board on 
Thursday and continued active on 
Friday, reaching a new high of 7 


den of Skiatron Electronic & Tel- 
evision, said he had “no comment” 
on the reports of an agreement 
with the N.Y. Telephone Co. Fox 
emphasized that there has been “no 
deal of any kind.” He acknowl- 





| work of the overall pay-as-you-see | 


with the principle of pay-as-you- | 
see which has been so highly tout- | 


Flurry in Skiatron Shares Follows 
Bell System Franchise Rumors: 


|Skiatron Electronic & Television | 


that Skiatron TV, the program- | 


for this year. Arthur Levey, presi- | 


FCC Stall on Toll Test 
Fans New Exhib Drive 
For Laws vs. Pay-TV 


Armed with a breathing spell as 
|a result of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission’s decision not 
to act on applications for the 
test of home-toll until after the 
| 1959 session of Congress, theatre 
| interests, via the Joint Committee 
|on Toll TV, have launched a new 
campaign to obtain national leg- 
islation “to prohibit for all times 
the use of the airwaves for toll- 
te.” 

This move is indicated by Philip 
F. Harling, chairman of Theatre 
Owners of America’s toll-tv com- 
mittee, in a special report to the 
exhibitor organization's member- 
ship. Harling notes that many bills 
have already been prepared and 
| introduced in both Houses of Con- 
| gress which have as the aim the 
total banning of pay-tv. He points 
|out, however, that many of the 
bills in their present form “appear 
unlikely to stand the test of court 
action.” He adds that it is there- 
fore imperative that theatremen “to 
give all of our aid towards getting 
a bill introduced that (1) will meet 
the approval of Congress, (2) will 
be acceptable t' the commercial tv 
industry, the theatre industry, and 
the public, and (3) will be foolproof 
'against the legal, technical and 
Constitutional attacks “which are 
certain to be brought against it 
by the proponents of toll-tv.” 

Harling further calls attention to 
|the fact that previous proposed 
bills were introduced as defensive 
measures to prevent FCC action 
and little thought was given to see 
that they could be defended 
against legal attack by the pay-tv 
| advocates. He maintains that it’s 
highly possible that a bill could be 
drafted which might not only 
control toll-tv over the airwaves 
but also against cable-tv as well. 
He notes that the question of 
whether cable-tv is a public utili- 
ty and would therefore come under 
the supervision or control of a 
national or state public service 
agensy has not as yet been deter- 
mined. “In fact,” Harling stresses, 
|“there has never been a deter- 
mination concerning the _ exact 
status of either toll or cable tele- 
vision. 

The job ahead for theatremen, 
Harling indicates, will require con- 
siderable reasearch and the utiliza- 
tion of the best legal television and 





| constitutional law authorities to 
| draft the desired legislation. In 
| addition, he asserts that it will 


require a coordinated campaign by 
exhibition to convince Congress of 
the necessity and need for such 
legislation. 





Ulysses Co. Files Four 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Four new titles—including two 
|copyrighted features—have been 
registered with MPAA by Ulysses 
Productions, New York indie film 
company which will film “The 
Rumble” next month. 

Titles include “The Tent of the 
Wicked” by Robert Switzer, “Vio- 
|lent Hours” by Robert Walsh, 
|“Bravest of the Brave” and “Wil- 

liam Shakespeare’s King Lear.” 
| “Rumble,” an original by David 

Lee Jones, is being screenplayed 
by Anne Howard Bailey. Casting fs 
|}expected to be completed this 
| week, with film to location in New 
| York. 


edged that he had held talks with 
the N.Y. Telephone Co.,_ but 
stressed that “we've been talking 
to various telephone companies 
throughout the country for the 
past 18 months.” 

Skiatron is reported 
come up with a new, inexpensive 
method of closed-circuiting a sig- 
nal to home-tv sets. Apparently it 
involves some connection with 
exisiting telephone fcilities. How- 
ever, Skiatron officials are on rec- 
ord as saying that they will make 
no announcements until they have 
their entire package lined up, in- 
cluding programming. Fox’s com- 
| pany already has deals with the 
| Los Angeles Dodgers and the San 
Francisco Giants and is also dick- 
ering with several other baseball 
} clubs, 


‘ 


to have | 








promotional campaign behind the 


event. What interest there was 
in the fight, particularly with 
Harris as a complete unknown, 


was stimulated by TelePrompter 
| bally, according to theatremen. 

At Loew’s State, N.Y., the re- 
ception was the best ever seen 
at the house for a closed-tv event. 
The picture was sharp and clear 
and the sound was always audible. 
Chris Schenkel did a generally 
good job on the commentary al- 
though, at times, he failed to keep 
the theatre viewers up to date on 
exactly what was going on. He 
seemed to be confused about Pat- 
terson’s fourth 
and it wasn’t until much later in 
the fight that he indicated that 
the knockdown was official. 

The fight itself, although it ap- 
peared that Harris was mis- 
matched, was a far better show 
than anticipated and the audience 
at the State appeared to enjoy 
what they saw. It proved again 
that theatres can be excellent out- 
lets for televised fights, provided 
the right attraction is available. 
Theatremen are hopeful that new 
challengers will be found to match 
against Patterson, for they can 
only profit with topnotch bouts. 

Kahn stated that it was his aim 
to maintain the continuity of the- 
atre fight telecasts by building up 
attraction rather than waiting for 
the single big one. 





Elaborate Texas Loop 
Houston, Aug. 19. 

Boxing fans from Cut and Shoot, 
Texas who didn't go to Los 
Angeles to see their native son, 
Roy Harris in action Monday (18) 
were able to see the match at the 
Hi-Y Theatre at Conroe. The 
closed circuit arrangements were 
made by Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co., which built two micro- 
wave relay towers, at Tomball and 
Conroe, to carry the signals to the 
Hi-Y from its building here. 

Paying customers were able to 
see the fight at three locations 
| here, the Coliseum, the Music Hall 
|and an outdoor screen at Playland 
| Park. Ticket prices ranged from 
$3.50 to $7.50. 
| The signals of the national 
;closed circuit telecast, sponsored 
| by Teleprompter Inc., was also 
|} sent to Beaumont, where the Jeff- 
erson Theatre handled the telecast. 
A total of four 14 foot screen 
| were placed in the Memorial Audi- 
|torium at Dallas where tickets 
were scaled at $6.50, $5.50, $4.50 
and $2.50. 





most point in Texas where the 
fight was shown. The site was the 
Municipal Auditorium where tick- 
ets were priced at $2, $2.75, $3 and 
$3.50. 





50‘c Seems Average 

San Francisco, Aug. 19. 
Northern California box office 
| on last night's heavyweight bout 
| was only fair, with San Jose big- 
gest take of the seven arenas han- 
;} dling closed circuit feed in this 
area. 

San Jose municipal auditorium 





grossed $9,000 against potential 
| $14,200. Oakland auditorium had 
}a 50% house, grossing about 
| $9,000. Sacramento municipal au- 


ditorium grossed $8,191 of poten- 
tial $14,700. Richmond auditorium 
grossed only around $3,000 of po- 
tentia] $12,000. All these arenas 
scaled up to $5. 

In San Francisco itself the 324- 
}seat Telenews scaled to $6.50, 
| grossed near-capacity $2,131 while 
the 2,600-seat Paramount had a 
two-thirds house, grossing about 
| $6,500 scaled to $5.99. The 2,800- 
| seat Golden Gate had topped 50% 
| of seats, grossing almost $6,000 on 
| scale up to $5.99 

Little interest was shown here 
until day of fight, when big win- 
dow sale saved many of these 
houses. 

TelePrompter dispatched special 
wires to theatres instructing that 
no figures be given out. 


Languished In Albany 
Albany, Aug. 19. 
Monday’s television - and - radio- 
eliminated fight proved that the 
matching of Floyd Patterson and 
Roy Harris lacked boxoffice sex 
appeal. About one-third capacity, 
1,000 in a house of 3,500 pews was 








yound knockdown | 


San Antonio was the southern- 


—— 





eS. 


TelePrompter’s Champ Bout 


=—a Continued from pace 3 EE 





the count for Fabian’s Pala 

The scale locally was $3.50. sien 
Event was well-publicized and 

ads ran 50 miles away. Patronage 

from far off as Arlington, Vermont 

was reported. . 





The Transmission Was Good 
Omaha, Aug. 19. 
Closed-circuitry’s latest event 
the Patterson-Harris heavyweight- 
er, drew 1,400 paying customers 
into the Orpheum, which has 2,980 
seats. Scaled to $4.40 the gross of 
| around $4,500 means house breaks 
| about even on the Teleprompter 
| feed. 
It was the best transmission to 
| date and the best behaved audi- 
| ence. 








$2,800 For Memphis 
Memphis, Aug. 19. 
Some 854 fight fans paid in at 
| the Municipal Auditorium a gross 
| gate of about $2,800, disappointing. 
Match was not popular here. 





Red For Svenska Burgs 
Minneapolis, Aug. 19 
Hitting here at 10 p.m. Patter- 
| son-Harris bout telecast pulled 1,- 
600 customers nto 4,100-seat Rado 
City, 900 into 2,400-seat St. Paul 
Paramount for approximate $5,000 
and $3,000 grosses respectively, 
leavng United Paramount Theatres 
owners in red for both stands. 
Eleventh hour window sales ac- 
counted for bulk of attendance. 





Mild In Philadelphia 
Philadelphia, Aug. 19 

Philadelphia and Camden re- 
sponded mildly to the closed-cir- 
|cuiteuit fisticuffs Monday night. 
| Two houses priced the same, $3.50, 
Actual grosses were not di- 
| vulged but Stanley in Philly was 
|} about three-quarters full. Family 

in Camden ran around 50°. 








Detroit Around $8,500 


Detroit, Aug. 19 
| One house in Detroit showing 
the circuit-feed fight was the 
Palms, with 2,961 seats. Take was 
an estimated $8,500. 
Picture on screen of excellent 


quality. 





Pittsburgh Maintains Silence 
Pittsburgh. Aug. 19. 

Stanley, Penn and Harris thea- 
tres carried the champ churn. They 
declined to reveal figures, believed 
poor, respecting a request made to 
| all managements by Irving Kahn, 


the TelePrompter promoter in 
Manhattan, that no information be 
divulged. 


TelePrompter follows the prior 
tendency of Nate Halpern’s Thea- 
tre Television Network to attempt 
the control of attendance data, re- 
vealing it when big, smothering it 
when not. 





Dallas’ Big Turnout 
Dallas, Aug. 19. 
Texas, second-biggest state in 
the American Union, rallied patri- 
otically for its native son, Roy Har- 
ris, in his California-staged, Tele- 
Prompter-relayed bout with the 
Negro champion, Floyd Patterson, 
of the heavyweight category. 
Resultantly the big aud here was 
near capacity, 10,000, and gross 
ran above $33,000 to see the native 
contender take a beating. 





Harris ‘Cut and Shot’ 
Austin, Aug. 19. 

The Patterson-Harris fight tele- 
cast drew an estimated 2,500 at 
City Coliseum here. The promoter 
of the Austin Boxing Club sald 
the sross was approximately $7,000. 
Of the 1,000 reserved seats, 755 
were sold. However. hrndreds of 
$3 general admission ti¢kets re- 
mined unsold. 

Enormous press bal'y, including 
the Governor’s blessing preceded 
the event, but the Austin American 
evates a Coliseum fan »s saying: 
“Harris Now Cut and Shot.” 





‘Slowest’ Yet In D.C. 
| Washington, Aug. 19. 
The Patterson-Hearris ficht tele- 
eact bere was rated the “slowest” 
|elnced tv bout ever to be present- 
;ed in theatres here. There were 
little advance sles and the last- 
jminute nickuo d'd not materialize 
j}as tronelv as had been expected. 
The 2434-seat T.eew's Canitol 
cold 1.400 seats pt £2.50 ond $4 for 
|a proce-of about $5.009, The 1,350- 
| cont all-Neero Lincoln alen grossed 
|$5.000. The 1,850-ceat RKO Keith 
| vefeend to divulge figures. 











Wednesday, August 20, 1958 


RADIO-TELEVISION 





23 





~ WRITERS’ UPPED H’WOOD RUSH © 





New Headache For TV 


“Dotto” cancellation by Colgate cast an immediate shadow 
on all video quiz shows—the guilty and the innocent alike. Nu- 
merous quizzes are slotted for next fall, but in these nervous times 
on tv it is feared that the first note of trouble will result in 
further quiz axings. Approximately $24,000,000 in time and tal- 
ent is tied up in 1958-59 nighttime quiz formats and several 
more millions in daytime versions. 





The “Dotto” case isn’t the first time that someone accused a 
quiz of being rigged, but it was the first time that the accusa- 
tion was put in the form of an affidavit. And, if the FCC has 
jurisdiction in the matter it also may be the first time that the 
Commission has become involved in a perusal of alleged fraudu- 
lence by a program producer. 





Many quiz shows have been accused (in the industry rumor 
mill and by the non-trade skeptics) of rigging answers to in- 
sure victory by certain contestants. And occasionally there is 
the hint of a payoff to producer, et al., by the winning con- 
testant. But, in the main, the feeling has been that tv quiz- 
masters and producers were doing nothing worse than rigging 
in favor of some contestant or another simply to insure con- 
tinued audience interest. Certain quiz contestants, perhaps be- 
cause of likeable personalities or their underdog status (these 
are two types who hypo a show), are more desirable than others. 





Crux of the situation is that henceforth charges against quiz- 
zes will be rampant. Worse, the hypersensitive ad agencies are 
expected to give credence to each and every gripe in turn. The 
trade is fully aware that only a little anti-show talk can result 
in either killing a program altogether or so watering down its 
on all video quiz shows—the guilty and the innocent alike. Some 





eight quizzes are slotted for next fall, but in these nervous times 
jurisdiction in the matter it also will be the first time that the 
content that it no longer is a worthy tv contender. At this 
point, it should also be recalled that NBC and CBS sided with 
Colgate on the “Dotto” slashes. They, too, are on guard. 
Apart from this likely rash of odious publicity, there is an- 
Other fear—that of lawsuits. With a disgruntled contestant 


threatening legal action against “Dotto,” there is a precedent 
about to be set for others who, until now, may have only sus- 
pected a “fix” and were too shy or uncertain to start final ac- 
tion. With this in mind, every contestant becomes a potential 
fiend, a legal case, someone to be “watched like a hawk.” Not 
only must he be screened for his on-the-air potential (charm, 
knowledge, background, etc.) but undergo deeper pyschological 
_probing g by agonized producers. 


Videotape as New Industry With OM 
- Headache: Who's Gonna Pay for It? 


By ART WOODSTONE 
NBC-TV Pacts Ginger 


The big videotape question: 
where's the coin Boing to come 
from to pay for it? NBC-TV this week pacted Gin- 
It's a problem plaguing both the| ger Rogers for her first live tv 
networks and the teleblurb pro-| series, 








+ 


the best film camera on the mar-| pear in a variety show. Starting 
ket costs several times less than &| gate of the series is not yet set. 
single electronic tape unit, and the Miss Rogers, meanwhile, has 
way it shapes up producers would been booked for the first of four 
have to forego profits for an UN"! Lontiac specials on CBS-TV with 
limited period of time to ~~ off | Bob Banner as producer-director. 
the initial costs on tape recording | The Pontiac show will be seen Oct. 
and playback machinery. 15. 

Yet in the face of this, agencies | 
are still pressing producers to pur- 
chase tape equipment, largely be- 
cause it delivers an end product so 
much faster than film. And the 
backbreaker is that once the ma-| 
chinery has been bought, the ad | 
agencies aren’t following through 





Bob Levine, veepee.of pro- 
ducers—especially the latter. Even grams, said Miss Rogers, would ap- | 


Nets, H’'wood in Tie 


with orders for tape productions. 

Robert Klaeger, once a Trans- 
film exec and now head of the 
indie telefilm commercial outfit 
which bears his name, points out 
that the few tape machines bought 
by indie producers are “collecting 
dust.” 

Only way to make tape pay for 

(Continued on page 54) 


WCBS-TV Adds 25 


In Sales, Promo 


While other tv outlets are reduc- | 
Ing their staffs drastically, WCBS- | 
TV. N. Y., is hiring a flock of new 
workers in the sales promotion de- 
partments. More than 25 are be- | 
ing added to the payroll. 

The recent decision to separate 
CBS Spot Sales from WCBS-TV | 
prompted the upsurge of employ- | 
ment at the Gotham flagship of | 
the network. 

Eight salesmen are now being 
hived as well as eight secretaries, 
a sales promotion and research di- 


. (Continued on page 52) 








On USO Film Spec 


For Armed Forces 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
America’s entertainment indus- 
try, in associatioa with the USO, 
will film, beginning Sept. 
minute “spectacular” for exclu- | 
sive showing to Armed Forces au- | 
diences overseas. Studio facilities | 


and crews for the project will be | 


provided by all three television 
networks, first time such a com- 
plete talent and craft pool has 
ever been undertaken on a single 
| filmed project. More than 150 top 
stars of tv and motion pix are be- | 
ing invited to contribute their serv- 


ices, presumably gratis, along with | 


| personnel of all crafts. 
Alan Handley will produce, with 


| Sylvia Fine to serve as co-produc- | 


er, as well as composer and lyri- 
| cist. Michael Kid will direct. 

Film will be shot simultaneously 
on both east and west coasts in 


‘order to meet schedules of stars | 
| involved. Lensing is expected to 


be completed Sept. 23. with 150} 


(Continued on page 52) 


2, a 90- | 


ACTORS ALSO SET 
TO. DUMP GOTHAM 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Hegira of television’s  script- 
| writers and actors from New York 
|to the Coast should be accelerated 
shortly, if the networks’ fall 
| schomates are any sign. As of the 
fall, there will only be three dra- 
matic shows out of N.Y., two of 
them  alternate-weeks and_ the 
| third filmed in Gotham but by a 
production company with head- 
| quarters here. 
Alternate-week 








segments are. 
“U.S. Steel Hour” and “Armstrong 

| Cirete Theatre,” while the film | 
| segment is ‘“‘Naked City,” produced | 
|by Herbert Leonard and Screen | 
|Gems. Other than these. only 
; scripting chores left to Gotham ! 
writers are confined to syndicated | 
shows filming there, and comedy 

and musical-variety continuity and | 
| sketches, There's also the limited | 
amount of buying for Hollywood 

| production through New York 

| agents, but this too is shrinking as 
| scripters move out to be right on 
! 
' 


the scene. | 
| Even the “spec” market, while | 
| expanding, is subject to some limi- | 
| tations. Emphasis on accepted prop- 
|erties rather than originals cuts 
the script market, and adaptation 
assignments are few. Talent Asso- | 
|ciates, for example, uses its own | 
| staffers, Audrey Gellin and Jac- 
| quelifie Babbit, for most adapta- 
| tions of the classics it turns out 
|for Du Pont. 

Fact is that what's left of Goth- 
}am production falls into the musi- 
|cal, comedy-variety and quiz-panel | 
| categories. Of the 33 Gotham orig- | 
|inations slated for fall, 13 are 
| panel-quiz-participation shows; sev- 

en are comedy or variety segments, 
| seven are straight-music and three | 
| are miscellany. Dramatic shows, 
| even of the half-hour genre, are 
| virtually non-existent on the 
| Gotham scene. 

Not that Hollywood has acceler- 
ated its attractions for writers; in 
fact, the movement west will peob- 
ably cause even more competition 
|in the already-overcrowded script- 
jer ranks here. But the half-hour 
| telefilms, the remaining live drama | 
|(“Playhouse 90”) and the 60-min- | 
ute westerns still remain the only 
jmarket for television’s scripting 
and acting corps. Add, of course, 
Albert McCleery’s live series for | 
| NBC, “Ellery Queen,” a 60-minute 

Friday entry out of Burbank. 


-WCAU Continuity Writers 
| Nod WGA as Bargaining 
_ Agent; Press for Talks 


Continuity writers of WCAU and 
WCAU-TV have made the Writers 
| Guild of America their collective 

bargaining agent, and the union 
is pressing the management for 
contract talks. 
Notification of talks was sent 
nc to the present management of 
Philadelphia outlets and to 
an which is taking ownership of 
them at the end of this month. 
WGA explained that the continuity 
writers at WCAU had an agree- 
ment on “their own shop level,” 
| but that they never belonged to a/| 
regular union, 

At this point, there is no word | 
from WCAU. newswriters as to 
whether they'll follow the con-| 
tinuity staffers into WGA. There | 
was no disclosure by the Guild as | 
to the number of continuity writers 
now under its jurisdiction 
WCAU. 














Sues ‘Verdict Is Yours’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

| A $3,750,000 plagiarism suit 
|; against CBS and Frank Cooper 
| was filed in Los Angeles Superior 
Court by Homer Canfield. 


| 


; ternate 


at | prises, 


| ber Please” 
uted for Tuesday at 8 p.m. on CBS- | 





Suit charges that the CBS series, 
“The Vergict is Yours,” 
veloped from his program idea 
| titled “Courtroom.” 


was de-| 


j ber” slot, 





Dotto’ Gives Away the Game, So 
Colgate Gives It the Gate on Both 
Networks; Affidavit Sent to FCC 





KENT CIGS TAKES ALL 
OF ‘646 CHALLENGE’ 


The quiz show “$64,000 Chal- 
| lenge,” which has been running on 
| CBS-TV, will be fully sponsored | 


next season by P. Lorillard for 
Kent cigarets and is slotted for 
NBC-TV Thursdays at 10:30. 
Lorillard originally inked for al- 
sponsorship of the quiz 
show, but when Revlon decided not | 
to renew, 
gram. Lennen & Newell 
Lorillard agency. 


Weaver ‘Not In, 


Senate Quiz On 


the 


is 





Ratings Delayed 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Trouble in reaching Sylvester 
(Pat) Weaver by telep‘ione his 
caused the Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee to delay reopening its hear 
ings on tv ra‘ings until late Sep 


tember or early October, Sen. 
Mike Monroney (D.-Okla.) told 
VARIETY. 

The hearings which had tenta- 


tively been planned for Washing- 
ton last Friday (15)—before the 


| former NBC prexy couldn’t be con- 


tacted—will now be conducted in 
New York in the fall. 
Weaver, the three tv network 


presidents and probably other in- 
dustry witnesses will be called to 
discuss ratings and their effect on 


programming before the Senators. | 


Monroney said Weaver will be 
«sked for his other views on tv 
in general. 


Monroney. placed in charge of 
sett'ng up the additional hearings 
on ratings since it was his idea, 
re;orted that he telephoned Weav- 
er several different days in the 
hope of getting the cominitie2 ses- 
sion out of the way before Con- 
gressional adjournment. 

“We never could get an answer 
on the telephone.” Monroney said. 
“We found Mr. Weaver had a home 
phone, but couldnt find that he 
had an office phone.” 

Monroney said he made no effort 
to contact the web presidents after 
failing to reach Weaver. “We want 
to be certain the date fits Pat 
Weaver's schedule,” Monroney said. 


“He'll add the spice te the hear-| 


ing.” 





B.&W’S ‘WANTED’ FOR 


SAT; ‘TEXAN’ GOES MON 


Brown & Williamson has inked | 
a new western skein, “Wanted— 
Dead or Alive,” in behalf of Vice- | 
roy and Kool Cigarets. It's slotted | 


for 8:30 Saturday »«night on 
CBS-TV. 

“Wanted,” produced by Four 
Star Films and Malcolm Enter- | 


moves into the time period 
originally slated for “The Texan.” 
B&W shifted the latter to Monday 
at 8 p.m. on CBS. 

At the same time, Brown & Wil- 
liamson has decided to drop “Num- 
which had been sched- 


TV. Executives at Ted Bates, the 
B&W agency, said that “Number” 
was dropped because of the over- 
load of quiz shows on tv. The} 
“Invisible Man” series, looking for 
a sponsor, is slated for the “Num- 
~~ S 


signed on for whole pro- | 


*| acquisition of two new 


“Dotto” has gone blotto at NBC- 
['V and CBS-TV, with virtually 
everyone involved, including net- 
work officials, the sponsor, adver- 
tising agency, et al, clamming up 
tighter than an atomic scientist. 

Over the weekend, “Dotto” top- 
rated daytimer telecast on CBS 
Monday through Friday at 11:30 
a.m. and at 9 p.m. on Tuesday over 
NBC, was suddenly removed from 
the airlanes. Colgate - Palmolive, 
the sponsor, replaced “Dotto” on 
CBS-TV with “Top Dollar,” and 
the NBC slot was filled by the 
“Colgate Theatre,” pilot, anthol- 
ogy of tv films produced by Desilu. 

Principals in the “Dotto” blow- 
up, including the show’s packager, 
Frank Cooper Associates, refused 
to say why the program had been 
yanked off the air. However, it was, 
learned that the FCC had received 
a complaint from a standby con- 
testant on the quiz show who 
| charged one of “Dotto’s” cham- 
pions with obtaining the answers 
from a program official before the 
show went on the air. 

The FCC, it appears, received 
the complaining § affidavit last 
month, and the Government 
agency, it is understood. was “in- 
| quiring into the matter.” Colgate, 
it was said, also had a copy of the 
affidavit. 

The sponsor last Saturday sent 
| Wires to the press stating that it 
| was discontinuing its sponsorship 
of “Dotto” but advancing no rea- 
son for the change. Jack Narz, 
emcee of both programs, said “e 
did not learn of the change until 
late Saturday. Nor did Arthur 
Cantor, who had been hired by 
| Ted Bates & Co., the advertising 
agency, to do promotion for the 
shows, become aware of the ex- 
plosion until Saturday afternoon. 

No official statement came from 
NBC save the news that the pro- 
| gram would be replaced by “Col- 
| gate Theatre.” CBS’ statement was 
to the effect that it “today (Sat.) 
notified Colgate-Palmolive Co. and 
its agency, Ted Bates & Co. that 
the ‘Dotto’ program would no 
longer be broadcast on its network. 
At the same time, CBS was noti- 
fied by Colgate-Palmolive ‘Co. that 
Colgate had independently discon- 





| tinued the sponsorship of the 
| ‘Dotto’ program.” 
According to the affidavit, the 


incident occurred on the daytime 
program last May. The standby 
| contestant said he got $1,500 “in 


(Continued on page 54) 


McLendon Group's 
Ist Half Up 437, 





Dallas, Aug. 19. 
Gross revenue of McLendon Cor- 
poration’s radio stations is up 


43.2°> for the first half of 1958, 
against the same 1957 period. Hefty 
increase is partially explained by 
prexy Gordon McLendon, through 
stations, 
KILT in Houston and KEEL in 
| Shreveport. Others owned and op- 
| erated stations are KLIF, Dallas; 
| KTSA, San Antonio, and WAKY, 
Louisville. 

Report to stockholders said the 
corporation's newest station 
| WAKY, would attain a breakeven 
gross in August, its second full 
month of operation. McLendon 
| also stated in the report that his 
corporation plans to acquire two 
more radio stations. 

“There is no doubt that our sta- 

| tions (all indies) and others are be- 
| ginning to slice sharply into rev- 
enue once considered the exclusive 
| property of newspapers. During the 
| first half of 1958 our radio stations 
| reported between them a total of 
11 new ‘big-budget’ advertisers 
|who had theretofore been exclu- 
sively in newspapers,” McLendon 
reported. 
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CBS as ‘Mr. Inside, 


In TY Program-Planning Philosophy 





NBC ‘Mr. Outside’ 





A vigorous change in tv program- + 


ming department philosophies, al- 
most of passionate proportions, 
appears to be taking place on the 
network level. Two opposite pro- 
cedures of program planning are 
currenty employed: 

(1) The system of eliminating 
creative staff producers, directors, 
et al., and turning to outside pack- 
age producers for program fare. 
This is the notion behind NBC’s 
current thinking. 

(2) The ideology as expressed 
by Hubbell Robinson, exee veepee 
ef CBS programming, who main- 
tains that the prime method for 
developing programs is internally. 

This doesn’t necessarily mean 
that CBS-TV is turning down over- 
tures from outside produeers, but 
it does insist that the bulk of ideas 
and program realizations stem 
frem staff members rather than 
outsiders—and that is why it pre- 
fers to look upon itself as the sole 
“program department” network 
today. 

NBC, of late has purchased a 
good deal of its material on the 
outside, with a restltant decrease 
ef its creative staffers. Evidently 
the merchandise displayed in out- 
side bazaars and stalls has been 
far less of a buying strain than 
the upkeep of a creative produc- 
tion-direction staff at NBC. 


While NBC has been cuttting its 
programming staff, CBS has been 
hiring many of the men let out 
by its rival. CBS recently signed 
William Hammersiein, former NBC 
director of program submissions, 
and Barry Wood, who did “Wide 
Wide World,” as well as Bob Ban- 
ner, who quit the Dinah Shore 
program in order to tackle CBS 
assignments including the up- 
coming Pontiac specials. Hammer- 
stein, by the way, will handle the 
Arthur Godfrey night show. 

On the theory that its profits 
eome from studio-directed creativ- 
ity, CBS has beefed up its produc- 
tion staff to a new record height. 
It took Fred Coe from NBC, who 
will do some “Playhouse 90” 
shows. Others in the current 
CBS “super-think” production 
reservoir are Herbert Brodkin, 
Gordon Duff, John Frankenheimer, 
Ralph Nelson, Franklin Schaffner, 
Arthur Penn, Norman Felton, John 
Housman and Delbert Mann. 

In line with stocking its own pond, 
rather than angling in outside 
waters, CBS has done similarly 
with writers. To date it has signed 
exclusive writing contracts with 
three major scripters, Rod Ster- 
ling, Reginald Rose and Robert 
Alan Aurthur. 

NBC's big producers at tLe mum- 
ent include Alan Handley, slated 
to do the Chevy Show; Bob Finkel, 
the Tennessee Ernie Ford pro- 
ducer; Jess Oppenheimer, who is 
developing new dramatic proper- 
ties, and Albert McCleery, who 
nearly left the network but was 
prevailed to stay and ultimately 
assigned the producer’s 1 le in 
“The Further Adventures of 
Ellery Queen.” 


Claim Sample of 30,000 
In Soule Surveys Formed 
With Jack Levin Tieup 


A new research service, Soule 
Surveys System Inc., has been 
formed, and will start feeding net- 
work tv reports some time in the 
fall. Company, begun by Frank 
Soule, will do telephone coinciden- 
tals, using the field staff of Jack 
Levin's Certified Reports. 

Levin's firm claims 2,950 field 
men, mostly parttime employees, 
who deal! in theatrical b.o. checks 
and merchandising studies. Soule 
says that Levin can deliver a na- 





tional video sample of 30,000 
viewers. 
Meantime, Soule, who comes 


from motion pictures and a rela- 
tively short haul in tv, is dickering 
with Al Schwalerg to become 
prexy of Soule Surveys. Schwal- 
berg was former distribution chief 
of Par and lately headed National 
Telefilm Associates on its thea- 
trical distribution. Soule was exec 
assistant to Republic Pictures’ 
Herbert Yates from 1932 to 1946. 
He was also with Eagle Lion and 
was then prexy of Pictorial Films. 
In tv, he sold for Guild Films and 
was with NTA. 





Jac Hein on His Own 


Jac ‘Hein has resigned from NBC- 
TV to produce and package his 
own shows. 

Hein had been director-pro- 
ducer of Dave Garroway’s “Today” 
and executive director for all NBC 
live programs. 


Storer Milw. Buy 
Cues Philly's 4th 
VHF; Some Snags. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. | 
Prospects of a fourth VHF chan- 
nel here were seen with the Storer 
chain’s purchase of WITI-TV, Mil- 
waukee, which automatically en- 
tails its release of WVUE, Wil- 
mington-Philly oytlet, to comply 
with the FCC limitation of owner- 
ship to five tv stations. 

Several local businessmen have 
admitted an interest in WVUE, but 
there are complications. When the 
Storer group purchased WVUE in 
1956 for $5,600.000 it also acquired 
radio station WIBG, of Philadel- 
phia, along with it. The chain is 
now ready to dispose of the tv ouf- 
let, but wants to retain the radio 
station. 

William Sylk, Sun Ray drugsto-e 
executive and president of radio 
station WPEN, said he had been 
making “exploratory surveys” of 
WVUE at the suggestion of Philly 








THE 
HONEY DREAMERS 


Arthur Godfrey Time, 
CBS AM and TV with Tony Randell 
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Records Transcriptions 
Mgmt: ART WARD Direction 
Oxford 7-9034 MCA 


RKO Teleradio 
Veeps Bob Leder 


Robert Leder hs been given his 
veepee stripes at RKO Teleradio 
| Pictures, in conjunction with his 
takeover as general manager of 
both WOR radio and tv im NY. 

Under the new seiup, parent 
company RKO Teleradio has set up 
a WOR division, taking in radio 
and tv, with Leder as topper. Un- 
derstanding is that Leder will be 
spending most of his time af this 
| stage at the helm of WOR-TV. In 
\the near future, station’s radio 
business friends. side is slated to get a new opera- 

“Our group~ is interested if {tional head, with Robert “mith, 
WVUE can be meved from Wil-|present program manager, report- 
mington to Philadelphia, and there edly due to be tagged. 
is an outside chance of bringing} Gordon Gray, bowing out as 
it here,” Sylk said. “The operation | ..neral manager of WOR-TV, re- 
seems too costly for Wilmington |t.ins his title as v.p. in RKO ‘Tel- 
to support by itself and at the | .-adio, moving to the parent com- 
present time, the FCC might be| ony as a general executive. Prior 
inclined to view favorably an in-|+, his new overall post, Leder had 
dependent station here.” had been v.p. in charge of WOR. 


Two other Philly stations are | 
owned by NBC and CBS and the | 
third is an ABC affiliate). WVUF Doris Irvin and Radio 
Institute of Chicago 
Indicted for VA Fraud 


yast year moved its transmitter 
from Delaware to Pitman, N.J., to 
give its signal greater coverage in 
Chieago, Aug. 19. 
Doris Irvin and the radio coi- 
lege she operates, Radio Institute 








Philadelphia. It operates studios 
both in the Delaware capital and 
in midtown Philly. Station recent- 
ly revised its scheduled and cut 
four hours of playing time week- 
days, signing on at 4 p.m. instead 
of noon. 


Cleve. Radio Changes 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 
Three major changes and a 





by a Federal grand jury to de- 
frauding the Veterans Administra- 
tion. The school was charged with 
: keepi b s atten r 
fourth in the making dotted the eeping bogus attendance records 


local rialto. Top item: WJW join- | ‘°° ex-GI's of the Korean war, 
ing the NBC radio network. | many of whom allegedly showed up 
Besides WJW leaving indie ranks Only on the day of their VA allot- 
for NBC, sale of WSRS was re-/| ment check arrivals. 
ported at $500,000 to the Shawn Miss Irvin, who once was part 
Broadcasting Corp. pending FCC | owner of Chi 
approval, and WJMO, sunup-down | was charged with-conspiring with 
operation, was ordered to move | students enrolled under the Korea 
from its downtown location to) GI Bill to submit false records of 
make way for parking lot. attendance to the VA. In order to 
Finally, WHK, which dropped | fulfill VA requirements for allot- 
NBC to go indie, kicked off opera- | ments of between $110 and $160 
tion with five disk jockeys termed | per month, students were to have 
“Five With a Flair’—Jack Den- | attended five hours a day, five days 
ton, Earle Jerris, Ernie Andersen, | a week, and were not to miss more 
Pete. Myers and Tom Brown. than two and a half days a month. 


WEIL's “Miracle of Videotape’ 
Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

WFIL-TV, the first station in area with videotape recording, 
introed prdécess to advertisers and viewers, with a special half-hour 
telecast tagged “Miracle of Videotape.” All station’s stars took 
part with John Roberts hosting. Cameras were moved into the 
master control room for closeup glimpse of the machine in oper- 
ation. Engineer supervisor Irwin L. Ross described the technical 
aspects and conducted demonstration. 

There were shots of Sally Starr, station’s cowgirl in street 
clothes going through door into dressing room and then coming 
on in costume; Chief Halftown, in similar stunt; Dick Clark in 
“Bandstand” segment; Gene Kelly in a baseball sequence; Howard 
Jones as “Happy, the Clown”; Phil Sheridan and Bill Webber 
horsed around with a commercial. 

Execs of local agencies participated in program via a special 
“reel or real” contest. Viewing session on home sets, they were 
asked to follow a format sheet of the 32 sequences and to indicate 
which were live and which taped. 

Some answers received by WFIL-TV from advertising execs 
claimed that the whole program was live, some that it was all tape. 
Average numbor of mistakes was 12 wrong guesses out ef the 32 
segments. 














| of Chicago, were indicted last week | 


FM station WSEL, | 
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TV-Radio Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... ' 


Betty Ann Grove reprises with Jack Paar on NBC--TV Sept. 2-3 | . 
Jimmy Blaine, host of “Ruff and Ready,” NBC-TV cartoon show, flying 
his family about the country for vacation in his own plane between 
his Saturday programs . . . announcer Don Morrow tapped by Zest 
for a new tv campaign . , . The Steinway “Stamp and Music” collec- 
tion, recently acquired by tv orchestra leader Paul Taubman, wil] be 
presented by the State Dept. in London, Paris and Rome. Beginning 
today (Wed.) the collection will be exhibited in the main postoffice in 
Washington . . . Nathan Kroll, producer of CBS Radio’s “Indictment.” 
awarded prize for his tv film presentation, “Dancer’s World,” at 
Venice Documentary Festival . . . Berenice Weiler appointed casting 
director for NBC-TV “Hallmark Hall of Fame” series .. . Mel Allen 
doing daily transcribed five-minute sports show via “Home of Champ- 
ions” network. Series is a Sports Network Inc. production .. . Norman 
S. Livingston appointed to newly created job of director of program 
sales, NBC Radio. He was formerly director of NBC Radio Programs. 
He will continue to report to Jerry A. Danzig, veepee .. . Bob Sadoff, 
executive producer of “NBC Bandstannd,” signed Dee Lawson, 
Roulette label jazz singer, for repeat guest appearance on Aug. 28. 

Ken Banghart, WRCA-plus-TV newscaster, starts a three-week vaca- 
tion tour today (Wed.) aboard the Constitution. Beb Haymes wi!! sub 
on Banghart’s afternoon radio show and Beb Wilson will handle the 
radio-tvy newscasts . . . Frank Chirkinian has joined CBS Sports as 
producer-director. He comes from WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, where he 
was executive director of programs ... WRCA director Al Landsburg 
and wife, Sally, became parents last week of a girl, Valerie Ann .._. 
Bill Lodge, CBS-TV veepee of engineering and affiliate relations, back 
in town after European vacation .. . John O’Keefe, director of pub- 
licity for WRCA and WRCA-TV, back to work today (Wed.) after two- 
week holiday .. . Alice Hamparian, secretarial aide to CBS-TV sales 
| veepee Tom Dawson, takes off next week on European hiatus ... Les- 
|ter Gottlieb, CBS-TV director of program development, vacationing 
|in Canada .. . WRCA-TV studio supervisor Peter Calabrese was mar- 
| ried to. Dora Pace last Saturday (16) . . . Mike Dann, CBS-TV program 
| veepee in N.Y., back in town after quickie business trip to the Coast 
|... Don Clancy, business manager, CBS-TV Affiliate Relations, enroute 





to the Coast to attend convention of American Bar Assn. ... Dave 
| Williams, eastern manager, CBS-TV Affiliate Relations, back after busi- 
| ness trips to Saratoga and Pittsburgh ... Alfredo Antonini, CBS mu- 


| sie director, back in town after guest conducting stint with Memphis 
| Symphony. 

| On Friday (22), when Duell, Sloan & Pearce publishes Earl Browder's 
|““Marx and America,” the ex-chief Communist will appear on Dave 
, Garroway’s “Today,” Tex & Jinx McCrary’s new WOR stanza and Bar- 
|ry Gray’s latenighter ... Pressagent Connie Ryan back at her Lennen 
| & Newell desk after two weeks out for minor surgery. 

Dennis James was called to Washington by ex-Gov. Heogh of the na- 
| tional civil defense program to discuss possibility of his emceeing a 
| half-hour show on CD. While there James was hosted on the Presiden- 
tial yacht and played a round of golf on the Congressional course . . . 
R. L. (Bob) Bowles sends word he’s resigned as mgr. of WFTL, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla., to head the South Florida Broadcasting Inc. there 
}and has filed with FCC for an FM multiplexing station. 

Model Bonnie Carlson into “The Big Payoff” all this week .. . Jack 
|Lescoulie and Fred Davis were signed as co-emcees of “Brains & 
Brawn” by produ:er Herb Moss . . . Marvin J. Rothenberg, let go re- 
|cently in NBC’s mass axings, has signed on as associate director of 
Seymour Smith's new research firm ... Paul A. McGuire to WABC-TV 
sales . . . Sid White, ex-Warner flack, moves over to ABC press in- 
formation as a planter ... Pat Harrington Jr. becomes WABD sales- 
man... Reginald Denny, Richard Hayes join CBS Radio's “Sez Who!” 
| panel Aug. 24. 


| Don Kellerman, producer of “Lamp Unto My Feet” over CBS Radio, 

vacationing at Lake George . .. Walter Low, associate director of edit- 
| ing for CBS Radio, has returned from a two-week holiday in Bermuda 
|... Mel Ferber named to direct CBS-TV’s new nighttime Arthur God- 
frey stanza ... Virginia Payne, lead in CBS Radio's “Ma Perkins,” off 
during week's absence of character from script to play Amanda in 
“Glass Menagerie” at Nantucket . . . Alice Frost, who is in CBS Ra- 
dio’s “Second Mrs. Burton,” receiving condolences on death of her 
brother Carl . . . Arnold Moss to be featured on CBS Radio's “FBI in 
Peace and War” Sunday (24) . . . Edward Allen, manager for newly 
proposed Brisbane, Australiz, tv station, visiting at company’s U.S. 
reps, Charles Michelson Inc. Ted Moyle, secretary of H-SV, Mel- 
bourne tv outlet, also spending this week at the Michelson office . .. 
Mother of Milton Rich, director of publicity for WCBS, died on Thurs- 
day, Aug. 14. Rich returned from Europe that same day to learn that 
his mother had passed away a few hours earlier ... Walt Framer, pro- 
ducer of “The Big Payoff” and “For Love Or Money,” will be a guest 
on WNTA's “Gags to Riches” today (Wed.) . . . Murray Golden, musical 
director of CBS Radio's “FBI in Peace and War,” has been assigned to 
| direct Kraft Theatre's “Backtrack” onf’Sept. 3. It’s his third directorial 

job for Talent Associates . . . Singer Betty Ann Grove doing comedy 
| Skits with Jim Backus on CBS Radio's “Robert Q. Lewis Show” to- 
| maneete (Thurs.). Backus is show’s host while Lewis vacations. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Charles Vanda desked up at J. Walter Thompson fo direct the agen- 
cy’s network programming. Billy Wilgus will be office manager . . . 
| KNXT’s Bill Stout and Ed Fleming dug up se much stuff on bookie 
| operations in Los Angeles for their expose series that an investigating 
state legislative committee subpoenaed all their scripts . . . Osear Le- 
vant on his KHJ-TV show put it bluntly to George Marshall, owner of 
the Washington Redskins (pro football team), “I hear you're anti-Se- 
mitie?” Replied Marshall, who.needs only a nudge to speak his mind, 
“I only like Jews who come out to our games.” The station made an 
outright denial that it received any protesting calls despite that it was 
freely discussed all over town. The station said the only calls made 
regarding that particular program concerned a political duel between 
Levant and Paul Ziffren, democratic national committeeman. On that 
one, “15 calls.” . . . David O'Malley, who with George Gobel owns the 
tv package, brought junior in as his assistant. That is, David O'Malley 
Jr. tee Jack Benny will be starred in General Electric Theatre's “The 
Indian Giver.” .. . KNXT is trimming its live schedule to get in more 
film reruns, which are easier to sell and less bother . . . While NBC's 
John West and Ralph Edwards stood in open-mouthed amazement, 
Barbara (Mrs. E.) hauled in 24-pound salmon unaided . . . Henry Jaffe 
will be asking for $175,000 for the new batch of Shirley Temple's 
“Storybook.” Claims the $100,000 pricetag on the current 20 rolled up a 
deficit for him . . . Byron Haskin, picture director, called in by Ziv to 
direct an issue of “World of Giants.” .. . Robert Gilbert will serialize 
for tv the comic strip, “Phantom,” to star Roger Creed, Hollywood 
stuntman. it will be shot in Cuba ... Martin Manulis will have 10 
pilots on the TCF prospectus awaiting him when he reports to the stu- 
dio Sept. 1 as head of production . . . For her filmed entry into tv, 
Susan Strasberg draws the appropriately titled “Debut” for Westing- 
house-Desilu Playhouse . . . Historical series is being readied by Dave 


(Continued on page 34) 
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$167,000,000 IN AGENCY SHIFTS 


Jack-in-the-Tape Webb 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


“As soon as they can edit vidotape, we'll all be in it.” 

By “all,” Jack Webb means every pic producer in Hollywood, 
and envisions the day when a theatre projection unit is perfected 
for videotape use and all feature as well as telepic production 
is done on tape, and color tape at that. 

Meanwhile, Webb believes, film producers can’t touch tape 
until a perfected editing technique is worked out. “Sure, we can 
splice tape today, but that doesn’t mean we can edit it. We can’t 
stop on a frame and match. That will come, though, and then 


we'll jump into it.” 


Webb is enthusiastic about the potential of videotape in terms 
of quality, Savings on time, savings on cost and color potential. 
But he’s far from sold on the use of a live tv technique in shoot- 


ing with tape. 


That's the reason he’s waiting for an editing 


technique; he’s insistent that tape be used in a motion picture 


shooting technique. 


“I've got a lot of respect for live television,” he states, “but 


there are certain limitations I don’t like. 


You can’t light live 


properly; you need fleorlamps to get in on a closeup, and there's 


no way to do it im a live show. 


when 


you rehearse one scene at 


* think you get a better show 
a time and then shoot it, 


instead of doing the entire show at once; you don’t necessarily 


lose the sense of continuity, but you get a better scene. 


There's 


still the problem of focussing on a live show when the camera- 
man switches from one lens te another, and using a film tech- 


nique you're all focussed beforehand and ready to go. 


I just 


think you can’t get the technical perfection we can achieve shoot- 


ing a film with a live technique.” 
But 


if and when tape can be edited, all its advantages can 


come into play. Elimination of processing is one big advantage, 
particularly in the shooting stages, where retakes can be made 


immediately. 


Lack of processing on color tape is also a big plus 


—Webb says that color costs on his “Noah’s Ark” ran to $15,000 


a show, 


work needed. Color quality 


what with the cost of raw stock and the additional lab 
of videotape 


is great, he feels, 


and the only additional costs involved are the costs of the tape 


itself 








What This Country Needs in TV Is 


A Cigar Like Bayuk; $2-Mil to NBC 





Bayuk Cigars tnked with NBC-+¢ 


TV for the largest order in its 
history Tobacco firm bought co- 
sponsorship of nine NCAA grid 
contests, 22 pro basketball games, 
the Sugar Bowl and Senior Bowl 
games, the National Invitation Col- 
lege Basketball Tourney and the 
NBC-TV major league baseball 
sked It's a $2,000,000 buy 
gross figures 

In addition to the six distinct 
sports shows, Bayuk figures on 


in 





adding other events “as tv rights 
become available.” Bayuk, which 
makes Phillies. has taken a lineup | 
of 128 NBC affiis to cover every 
market where the brand has full 
distribution 


Phillies owned regional base- 
ball sponsorships this summer and 
the bankroller figures that the tv 
exposure has upped sales consid- 


erably, hence the big NBC lineup. 

First co-sponsored event will be 
NBC - TV's Missouri - Vanderbilt 
game on Sept. 20. The pro basket- 
ball will be televised on Sundays. 
As for baseball, Phillies will pick 
up two or three games in April and 


then swing into regular weekly 
exposure 

Additionally, Kemper Insurance 
will svonsor the “NBC Football 


Scoreboard” on five Saturdays fol- 
lowing the NCAA National Foot- 
ball games. The National Carbon 
Co., for Prestone Anti-Freeze, will 
sponsor a special preview of the 
World Series on NBC-TV Tuesday | 
night, Sept. 30. 

World Series will again be spon- 
sored by Gillette on both NBC Ra- 
dio and TV 


Senate Would Add 
$15-Mil to VOA 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
An additional $15,000,000 for 
new Voice of America transmitters, 
here and abroad, was included in 





llth-hour supplemental Senate 
appropriation bill. Despite strong 
opposition to the item in the 


House, there is a chance that con- 
ference committee will approve the 
action,-which was largely sparked 
by the Mideast crisis and stepped- 








up propaganda activity of the 
USSR. 

Jamming of President 
hower’s United Nations message 


helped speed passage of additional 
VOA funds. 


| 


Harding to Hooper 

A. W. Harding is quitting as 
marketing research chief of 
General Mills to become veep 
and director of research for 
C. E. Hooper. Move occurs 
on Oct. 1. 

Harding was with General 
Mills for 20 years. 


Firings in Frisco 
Go On; ABC-KG0 
Trims News Dept. 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 
Budget cutting at ABC's owned 
& operated 50,000-watt KGO con- 
tinued last week with the firing | 
of news director Hal Berger and | 
his replacement by George Rod- | 





man, who is now director of pro-| 


motion and news for both KGO- 
AM and KGO-TV. 

Three other newsmen had been 
fired earlier, cutting the depart- 
ment down to a total of four. 

In addition, KGO sold one of 
its two mobile units to ABC's 
KABC, Los Angeles, and the other 
to a private party and is now nego- 
tiating to terminate a contract for 
its rented Hiller helicopter, used 
for freeway scouting until early 
June. 

These were latest moves of ABC 
vicepresident John Mitchell, the 
station’s general manager, to get 
the AM outlet on a paying basis. 
He took over as boss of the radio 
station three weeks ago after J. G. 
(Gil) Paltridge quit in a policy dis- 
pute with the network. 

Station already has swung away 
from Paltridge’s seven-month-old 
r&r format and last week program 
director Bob Cooper, who had had 
a daily two-hour deejay stint, was 
taken off the air for administra- 
tive duties strictly. 

Cooper and three other deejays 
imported from the midwest by 
Paltridge and ABC's John Pace 
last January have one-year con- 
tracts. Buddy Webber, a fifth dee- 
jay imported from Omaha last 


Fisen- | January, has a two-year contract. 


It’s known that some of those dee- 
jays are already looking for other 
b 


erths. 


MUSICAL GHAIRS 
TOP GAME OF °58 


An estimated $167,000,000 in bill- 
ings representing 110 major adver- 
tising accounts has changed hands 
since the first of the y2ar in the 
continuing game of musicel chairs 
on Madison Ave. 

Agencies handling cosmetic, auto- 
motive, meat packing and appli- 
ance accounts felt the switching | 
around the most. 

The basic reason for account 
switches, say the agencymen, is 
the current economic condition. 
When:national advertisers see their 
sales decline, this being particulai- 
ly true of manufacturers of hard 


Welk to Wed., Walt Disney to Fri: 
As Treyz Firms Up ‘Master Plan’ 


+ 





AT HOUR-LONG LAST A 
60-MINUTER FOR FRAN 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Fran Allison, pivotal member of 
“Kukla, Fran & Ollie,” the veteran 
video team, now disbanded, has 
signed with WGN-TV for an hour- 
long show of her own. 

Morning strip for the distaffer 
starts in October and will be an 
audience participationer. She will 
be assisted by Carl Graysen, Don- 
a'd Gramm, Art Hern, Bob Tren- 





goods, then, say the admen, you 
can count on a change_of agencies. 
Reason No. 2 is the desire for a) 
“fresh approach.” | 

The most recent change in the 
automotive field occurred a tittle 
ever two weeks ago when Stude- 
baker-Packard yanked its $5,000,000 
account out of Burke-Dowling- 
| Adams and parked it on the D’Arcy 
lot. Prior to this, the first seven 
months of '58 saw McCann-Erick- 
son snare the Buick account after 
resigning Chrysler. Young & Rubi- 
cam and Leo Burnett picked up 
the Chrysler cars and institutional 
| business, respectively. Kenyon & 
Eckhardt got into the act by land- 
ing the Lincoln account which had 
been handled by Y&R. The truck 
and coach division of General 
Motors followed the Buick account 
to McCann-Erickson. Other auto 
changes saw Volkswagen of Amer- 
ica appoint J. M. Mathes and Ren- 
ault switching its $500,000 account 
from Mann-Ellis to Needham, Louis | 
& Brorby. 

The first seven months of this 
year saw nearly every major cos- 
metic firm make an agency switch. 
Lanvin Perfumes, Lanolin Plus, 
Lehn & Fink, Mennen, Warner- 
Lambert, Max Factor, Revion and 
other cosmetic manufacturers 
moved their billings in and out of 
Madison Ave. agencies. 

In the appliance field, Dancer- 
Fitzgerald-Sample landed the $5,- 
000,000 Frigidaire account formerly 
housed at Kudner and Compton 
picked up the $4,000,000 Hotpo‘nt 
|/account handled previously by 
three agencies. Other changes in 
/'58 saw Gray haul in Westing- 











house’s tv-phonograph account; 
Zenith’s switch to Foote,, Cone & 
| Belding, and General Electric and 
a host of other appliance manu- 
facturers tapping new agencies. 

| The meat packing field saw Wil- 
son & Co., Swift & Co., Quaker | 





dier orch, and a male singer, still 
to be selected. The entry is 
WGN-TV's deluxer for the fall 
season. 

Since the passing of “KFO,” 
Miss Allison's network chores have 
been as commercial spieler for 
both RCA Whirlpool and Swift and 
her regular radio stint on ABC's 
“Breakfast Club.” She's been 
“Aunt Franny” on the latter for 
17 years. 


Sterling Ist Fall 
Coin for Mason’; 


CBS Day Rises 


CBS-TV got off to a snirited 
start this week with several sa'es 
topped by the first client to be 
wrapped up by the “Perry Mason” 
series in the Saturday 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. stot for the fall season. 

First client to sign for “Mason” 
was Sterling Drug, for Bayer 
Aspirin, which will pick up a third 
of the program on alternate wecks 
starting Oct. 4. This leaves five- 
sixths open. Network is convinced 
that by selling the hour-show in 
thirds it will de better than in 
quarters, as originally devised. 
Show’s summer sponsors have been 
Libby-Owens and Armour. 

The show was wide open for 
next season until the Sterling 
Drug sale came through, despite 
top ratings which had cut inte the 
Perry Como show on NBC con- 
siderably and which in the last 
Nielsens gave “Mason” 
ratings with the singer. 

Other sales at CBS 





inciuded 


? 


identical 


Oats’ Ken-L-Ration and Star Kist | Ronson for alternate quarter-hours 
Foods make agency changes. —|of the daytime Arthur Godfrey 

The tobacco field remained | periods. Glamorene also signed for 
steady in the first half of ‘58 with) an alternate quarter-hour, as did 
only oné major change. Philip| General Mills on the Godfrey day- 





Morris appointed Doyle Dane Bern-| timer. This leaves two arter- 
‘bach to handle Benson & Hedges | hours unsold. ee 
Cigarets, replacing Benton &) Libby, McNeill & Libby pur- 


| Bowles, and at the same time se-| 
| lected Leo Burnett as the agency 
|for Philip Morris Cigs, formerly 
| handled by N. W. Ayer. 


Albany’s Sam Stratton, 


Forced to Buy TV Time, 
Wins Demo Nomination 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 19. 

Mayor Samuel S. Stratton, who 
telecast a 15-minute address over , 
WTEN, Albany, last week (11) on 
paid time after WRG, Schenectady, 
had refused to sell him a block in 
which he could advocate his can- 
didacy for the Democratic nomina- 
tion to the House of Representa- 
tives scored an upset 2-1 victory 
over the “organization” candidate, 
County Clerk Carroll Gardner. | 

Stratton will run for the 32d) 
| Dstrict seat being vacated by Rep. | 

Bernard W. Kearney, Gloversville | 
Republican and father-in-law of | 
| George Lynch, chief buyer for the 
Schine circuit. 

Stratton, who has used radio and 
television (for stretches, as a spon- | 
sored commentator on area §ta- 
tions) to further a spectacular ca- | 
reer in public office, had filed pro- | 
tests with the Federal Communica- | 
tions Commission against WRGB's | 
refusal te sell him time. 














chased alternate quarter-hours of 
Godfrey, “Love of Life,” “Verdict 
is Yours,” and “As World Turns.” 
Quaker Oats bought alternate 
quarters of “Love of Life,” Ver- 
dict is Yours” and Secret Sterm.” 

Scott Paper purchased alternate 
quarters of “Love of Life,” Ver- 
dict is Yours,” “Secret Storm” and 
“Play Your Hunch.” Carnation Co. 
added “As Worid Turns” and 
“House Party” to its daytime spon- 
sorships. 

In other sale, Goodyear Rubber 
picked up six shots of the “Doug- 
las Edwards and News” program 
during weeks of Sept. 8, 15 and 22. 


WORL, Boston, Sale 


Boston, Aug. 19. 

Official announcement is to be 
made this week of the sale of ra- 
dio station WORL, 5,000-watt indie 
here which was sold this past week 
for an undisclosed price. Clear- 
ance of the transaction by the FCC 
is now awaited. 

Several of the stockholders of 
WORL also figure prominently in 
the Greater Boston’ Television 
Corp. which won an initial recom- 
mendation for Hub’s Channel 5. 
This recommendation was put 
aside by the full board of FCC, 
which awarded the tv station to 
WHDH. 





Oliver Treyz, prexy of ABC-TV, 
has at last firmed up his master plan 
for Wednesday and Friday. “Walt 
Disney Presents” is slated to move 
to Friday at 8 from Wednesday. 
Taking the show's current 17:30- 
8:30 Wednesday slot will be Law- 
rence Welk's “Top Tunes of New 
Talent.” 

Treyz and his staff have been 
working for weeks to get Disney 
into Friday and many approaches 
have been tried, including an at- 
tempt to get the hourlong stanza 
(which will be seen next season 
with new angles to attract more of 
the adult audience) inte the 7:30 
slot on Fridays. But confronting 
ABC was the reaction of the ad- 
vertisers in the ABC slots sur- 
rounding both the Wednesday and 
Friday times in question. 

At one point, the network de- 
scribed the shift as “98°> dead.” 
But Treyz kept plugging the idea. 

Welk’s show, formerly § seen 
Mondays from 9:30 to 10:30, was 
seeking an earlier slot the same 
evening, in an effort to attract 
more teeners as potential car buy- 
ers. Welk is sponsored by Dodge 
and Plymouth. 

Reason the Monday move fell 
through is that the Chrysler divi- 
sions wanted the show seen at 
“clock time” across the country if 
the show were to take a 7:30 time 
| period that night. “Clock time” 
would have interfered with trans- 





mission of “Bold Journey” and 
“Voice of Firestone.” However, in 
accepting Wednesdays at 7:30, 


Chrysler was willing to forget its 
“clock time” demand. Reason for 
the change of heart was not dis- 
closed. 

With the revisions, the Friday 
Sked at ABC reads: “fiin Tin Tin” 
at 7:30, Disney at 8, “Man With a 
Camera” (now at 8) te 9, and from 
9:30 to 10:30, “77 Sunset Strip.” 
Only Wednesday change is Welk 
for Disney. 

What helped the web in turning 
the tide in favor of shifts for the 
Welk and Disney shows is the fact 
that the latter show had “sales 
help” from Jack Miner, veepee at 
Dodge. 

Evidently anxious to clear 7:30 
Wednesday for his Welk, Miner 
last week toured the agencies, 
pushing for an okay of the move 
of Disney to Friday. 





i 


NBC's $3,209,000 
In Radio Sales 


NBC Radio sales rose to $3,800,- 
| 000 in net revenue during the three 
weeks ending mid-August and rep- 
fesents the biggest volume of biz 
for so short a period since the fall 
of 1956. 

Two 52-week orders for more 
than $1,000,000 each led the sales 
activity. They were from Warner- 
Lambert, for Anahist, and Mogen 
David Wine. Warner - Lambert 
bought inte “NBC News on-the- 
Hour” starting Sept. 15. Mogen 
David bought a schedule of an- 
nounceménts on “Monitor” start- 
ing Sept. 22. 

Two other advertisers renewed 
quarter-hour sponsorship of the 
news on the hour. Lewis-Howe in 
behalr of Tums, renewed for 26 
weeks and Brown & Williamson 
Tobacco renwed for the last quar- 
ter of 1958. 

Gillette Razors renwed Friday 





night boxing. Clinton Engine 
Corp. bought part of National 
| Football League Championship 


game Dec. 28 and Hygrade Food 
Products ordered the fourth quar- 
ter of same game. Morton Salt 
renewed sponsorship of “Topic for 
Today.” 

Other advertisers included Chrys- 
ler Corp., AP Parts Corp... GMC 
Truck Division, Lever Bros.,.U. S 
Sreel, Carter Products and Andre 
Arkin. Inc. ‘ 
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Around the Ad Agencies 





: 
; 


hehe mE , | 
By JACK BERNSTE Mason” on CBS-TV for the ac-| 


LOST AND FOUND: General 
Foods Corp. has shifted around its 
product assignments and will add 
a fourth agency to handle its prod- 
ucts. Currently Young & ‘Rubi- 
cam, Benton & Bowles, and Foote, 
Cone & Belding handle the firm’s 
products General Foods spent 
$87,000,000 last year for advertis- 
ing and promotion. 

Young & Rubicam has been named 
to introduce nationally a new in- 
stant breakfast drink and a new 
dessert topping. Y&R will turn 
over to FC&B the Calumet baking 
powder D-Zerta minvite potatoes 
and Walter Baker products. The 
agency will retain 18 other prod- 
ucts of General Foods. 

Benton & Bowles will handle 
new coffee assignments and two 
new products in the Gaines line. 
B&B will turn over to the new 
agency the vacuum-packed ground 
coffee in the Maxwell House line. 
The shifts will be effective after 
Jan. 1. 

The Smith-Greenland Co. and 
the Emerson Radio & Television 
Corp. have parted company after 
a two-year relationship in what was 
termed a “disagreement over ad- 
vertising and marketing policies.” 

J. M. Mathes has been ap- 
pointed by Whitehall Laboratories 
Division of American Home 


count. | 

Aloe Creme '.as tapped the Cal- 
kins & Holden Chi office. 

Wayne Jervis Jr., ex-McCann- 
Erickson, and C. Peter Frantz, | 
Waldie & Briggs, have joined Leo) 
Burnett agency as marketing super- 
visors. Charles T. Weeks, previ- 
ously with Gardner Advertising in 
St. Louis, joined Burnett as direc- 
tor of trade relations. } 

Walter M. Heymann and Lester 
A. Delano were dubbed veeps at 
North Advertising. Heymann is di- 
rector of sales development and 
Delano director of marketing serv- 
ices. } 


L.A. Agencies 


Los Angeles, Aug. i9. 
Walter Tibbals turning in his 
veepee stripes at Anderson-McCon- 
nell for a berth in N.Y. with Nor- 
man, Craig & Kummel. 
Robert Oppenheimer checked | 
out of McManus, Johns & Adams. | 
Max Factor has moved its new 
lipstick line from Anderson-Mc- | 
Connell to Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
Mort Goodman and Art Rouse | 
have formed an agency partner- | 
ship. 
Herbert Stott, formerly with) 
Lennen & Newell, joined Kenyon | 
& Eckhardt as media manager. 
Compton resigned the Nehi Na-| 
tional account but retains Nehi of | 





ucts Corp., to handle the advertis-|7 4 


ing for a new proprietary product. 

Kenyon &. Eckhardt has been 
named to handle the advertising 
for Handy Andy, Lever Bros.’ new 
all-purpose liquid household 
cleanser. 

SHORTS: National spot radio ad- 
vertising revenues in the first half 
of ‘58 hit a new high with an esti- 
mated $93,574,000, up 7.8% from 
a year ago, according to statistics 
compiled by the Station Repre- 
sentatives Assn. 

Wesley Associates has  con- 
solidated its radio-tv department. 

Evelyn Konrad, a former trade 
editor, has formed a p.r. firm. 

William A. Hart has resigned as 
prez of the Advertising Research 
Foundation. A successor has not 
been named to replace him. 

REPS: Jack Haskell has been 
named manager of tv sales in the 
Los Angeles office of Peters, Gri- 
fin, Woodward 

Charles Dunbar has joined John 
Blair & Co., Chicago, as an ac- 
count executive. 

Adam Young has made a series 
of personnel changes. James F. 
O'Brady, midwestern sales man- 
ager based in Chicago, is being 
transferred to New York as v.p. 
in charge of sales for Young Tele- 
vision Corp. Replacing him in 
Chicago as midwestern manager is 
Richard Kelliher, whe was pre- 
viously manager of the San Fran- 
cisco office. Kelliher’s successor 
in San Francisco is Frank Waters, 
formerly of the N. Y. sales staff. 

Frank E. Pellegrin, veep and a 
partner of the H-R reppery, has 
been elected president of the 
Broadcast Pioneers. 





Chi Agencies 
By LES BROWN 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Philip Morris Ltd. is debuting a 
new brand of ciggie, a mentholated 
one yclept Mayfield, which now 
gives the Leo Burnett agency its 
third cig account, the others being 
the two sister brands, Philip Mor- 
ris and Marlboro. This is a rare 
distinction for the Chi agency, in- 
asmuch as no shop has ever before 
masterminded the advertising and 
merchandising of so many cig- 
aret brands. Mayfield is currently 
being test-marketed in Oregon and 
Washington. 

D’Arcy’s Chi office most likely 
will handle the bulk of Studebaker 
account, if and when the switch is 
made. Possibility, too, that the 
agency will open a South Bend, 
Ind., office if the account is snared. 

Frank Westbrook and Anne 
Coyle, veeps of Lilienfeld & Co., 
have been appointed directors of 
the agency. 

Robert S. Spaeth, ex-McCann- 
Erickson, joined Leo Burnett as 
a. e. on the Kellogg account. 

Likelihood is growing that Tums 
(Lewis-Howe Co.) will be going 
back into network this fell. Mc- 
Cann-Erickson is mulling “Perry 





London Agencies 


London, Aug. 19. 

Granada-TV, which operates the 
weekday commercial tv outlet in 
the North of England, plans to 
start a survey designed to assist 
advertisers and ad agencies in the 
most effective use of the tv me-. 
dium. -The operation will start on | 
Oct. 1, and will take the form of a) 
door-to-door survey based on be-| 
tween 35,000 and 40,000 interviews | 
to get the real facts on viewing | 
habits. 

Granada will not confine activi- 
ties to its own area but will put 
the operation into gear wherever 
there is:commercial tv. The web 
plans to invite a panel of advisers | 
from advertisers and agencies, | 
with a leading industrialist as its | 
chairman. The panel will com-| 
prise either seven or eight mem- 
bers, none of whom has yet been | 
named, but it is understood that | 
among the members will be some | 
of the top agency brains of 
Britain. } 

The survey, which will take at 
least 12 months to complete, will | 
be aided by leading research or-| 
ganizations. It will seek to aster- | 
tain how advertisers can get the} 
best results for their money; the | 
best frequency and length of tv} 
spots for different purposes; effect | 
of repetition, composition of the) 
audience; and several other im-| 
portant facts which are vital to the | 
economic use of the medium. 

Subliminal advertising has been 
labeled as “undesirable” by the 
Screen Advertising Assn. and the 
Institute of Practitioners in Ad- 
vertising. The IPA was the first 
organization to look into the re- 
port on subliminal ads. Its view 
that this type of advertising was 
unacceptable was later endorsed 
by the SAS. 

W. S. Crawford’s Public Rela- 
tions department has been appoint- 

p. r. advisers to British Over- 
seas Fairs. Its first major assign- 
ment will be the British Trades 
Fair, to be held in Lisbon in May 
and June of next year. The Craw- 
ford agency has been advertising 
consultants to BOF for some years. 

The chairman of Whitbreads 
brewery hes told stockholders that 
though last year’s profits had 
reached record proportions, they 
would have been higher still if it 
had not been for the cost of ad- 
vertising on commercial tv. The 
new media, he said, had been used 
“without any apparent trading ad- 
vantage.” 

The John Hobson & Partners 
agency has been appointed to han- 
dle the advertising for certain of 
the Bowater-Scott Corp.’s new 
products. 

Peter Taylor, director of the In- 
ternational Advertising Film Fes- 
tival, said in London before plan- 
ing out to Venice, where the fest 
will be held next month, that this 








yeag’g registrations look set to 
equal and perhaps better Jast year’s 


total of 655 films. The last fest, 
which was held at Cannes was at- 
tended by over 700 delegates. 


Scott & Bowne, the company re- 
sponsible for the manufacture of 
Sta-blond and Brunitex Shampoo, 
which also sponsors the “Top 
Twenty Show” on Radio Luxem- 
bourg Sunday nights through its 
booking agents, the Saward Baker 
agency, is organizing a “Glamorous 
Hair Competition.” The finalists, 
apart from a number of prizes, will 
be given a screen and tv test as 
well as free modelling courses if 
they show talent. For the two 
winners there will be prizes of 
clothes and a weekend on the town 
at Luxembourg. The finals will 
be held at the Waldorf Hotel, Lon- 
don, Sept. 19. 


KTLA Telecopter 
In ‘Secret Kines 


To Scout Newsmen 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
KTLA’s development of a Tele- 
copter as its roving reporter prom- 
ises to push local television out of 
the doldrums, insofar as regularly- 
scheduled news reporting is con- 
cerned. Station v.p. Jim Schulke 
expects to sign two or three addi- 
tional newsmen within the next 
few weeks, heralding a huge step- 

up in station's news operation. 


“For the past number of weeks, 





; we have been making kinescopes 


of newsmen all over the country to 
find the right men for the job,” 
Schulke said. Kinnies were made 
in secret, without the knowledge of 
even the prospective signees con- 
cerned, and were taken in cities as 
distant as Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, 
Seattle and Cleveland. 

Most rival stations, however, are 
not too upset over KTLA’s news 
coup. Strong rival KTTV is admit- 
tedly shrugging off its new com- 
petition. 

News picture, however, will 
change at both KNXT and KABC- 
TV. L. A.’s CBS-owned telestation 
injected a new sponsored news- 


; cast at 11:55 p.m. Saturdays, be- 


ginning Aug. 16, and in the works 
is yet another news. program for 
Saturday afternoon. At. the ABC 
Station, John Daly’s news strip will 
be followed by a local strip of news 
and sports at 10:45. 


Recent developments promise to 
improve availability of news on 
local video. Currently, local set- 
siders receive no regularly-sched- 
uled newscasts at all between 7:30 
and 9:55 p.m. weekdays, with ex- 
ception of one newscast in that 
period on Wednesdays. On Satur- 
days, there is no such news be- 
tween 7 and 11 p.m., and on Sun- 
days, a particularly weak day for 
news coverage, only two newscasts 
are presented on local tv between 
3:30 and_10 p.m. 





Seeman, Pepsi, GF 


Fatten Up MBS 


Mutual chalked up some fresh 
biz, with Seeman Bros. and Pepsi- 
Cola coming in for saturation cam- 
paign on net’s five-minute news- 
casts. 

Additionally, General Foods, via 
Young & Rubicam, picked up an- 
other four-week news adjacency 
campaign in behalf of Calumet 
baking powder. 

Seeman’s 13-week buy includes 
participations in 20 newscasts 
weekly, as well as spots in “The 
World Today.” Agency is Norman, 
Craig & Kummel. Pepsi, via Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt, bought 20 news- 
casts per week over a 14-week per- 
iod, starting in mid-September. 
Seeman campaign kicked off Mon- 
day (18), 

General Foods’s renewal is of 
four-week duration, beginning in 
mid-September. 


Volkenburg POP Prez 


J. L. Van Volkenburg, former 
prexyy of CBS-TV, was named 
president of Pacific Ocean Park 
the recently-opened outdoor 
amusement center in Santa Moni- 
ca, jointly owned by Los Angeles 
Turf Club and CBS Ine, 








Open on ’58-'59 Network TV Skeds 


[Scorecard on Nighttime Availabilities] 


Big network news this week was: shifts. Sales activity was better 
than a week ago, yet less than an hour a week of total time was locked 
up by fresh coin. However, CBS-TV reduced total time availabilities 
on its sked, simply oy giving up the 7:30-8 slots on Tuesday and 
Wednesday (on the basis of a previously announced plan to return 
certain prime time slots to stations if they remained unsold). One of 
the victims was the unsold “Rawhide” with “Name That Tune” and 
“The Texan” replaeing it. 

One sale was to Sterling Drug, for the CBS “Perry Mason.” 
Sterling’s buy is for 10 minutes a week, and is the Saturday stanza’s 
first fall pickup. Another deal was closed by Brown & Williamson, 
which took the entire half-hour of “Wanted—Dead or Alive,” and 
immediately shifted it from Tuesday at 8:30 to Saturday at the same 
hour. This necessitated moving B&W’s other stanza, “The Texan,” to 
Monday at 8. The cig then dropped its half of “Number Please” and 
CBS followed by slotting the unsponsored “Invisible Man” Tuesday 
at 8. 

Kent Cigs took ail “$64,000 Challenge” when Revlon dropped out, 
show set for 10:30 on Thursday, NBC. (Because show was SRO with 
Revlon, the time tally is not affected.) 


At ABC, the remaining portion of “Walt Disney Presents” was 
bought by Hills Bros., putting that stanza on an SRO basis. The fourth 
and last item may or may not be considered a sale: NBC disagreed 
with last week’s rundown, reporting that instead of being half-sold, 
“Tic Tac Dough” is entirely sponsored by Procter & Gamble. 

Simultaneously with the purchase by Hills of “Disney” ABC will 
move the _hour from Wednesday to Friday at 8. Taking the 7:30 
Wednesday slot previously held by the show will be Lawrence Welk, 
in a switch from Monday. (See separate story.) 

Colgate-Palmolive most likely will retain Tuesday at 9 on NBC. 
This is the period from which it abruptly axed “Dotto” this week. 
One probability is that Colgate will move George Burns from Friday 
at 9:30 to the Tuesday time. Consequently, sponsor “working out” blue- 
print to again sponsor “Thin Man” in 9:30-Friday slot. 


SUNDAY 
TIME NETWORK & PROGRAM AVAILABILITY 
7:00- 7:30—NBC—Mark Saber ......... Half 


7:30- 8:00—-NBC—Northwest Passage ..All; switch from Friday 
8:30 


8:00- 9:00—NBC—Steve Allen Approx. half of 26 wks. 


8:30- 9:00—ABC—Lawman ............ Half 
9:00- 9:30—ABC—87th Precinct ....... All 
9:30-10:30—ABC—Interplay ........... All 

MONDAY 
7:30- 8:30—ABC—Mad Show .......... All 
8:00- 8:30—CBS—The Texan .......... SRO; half avail. in Jan. 
10:00-10:30—NBC—aArthur Murray ...... Half 

TUESDAY 
7:30- 8:00—NBC—Dragnet ............ Half 
7:30- 8:30—ABC—Cheyenne ........... Half (alt. weeks) 
8:00- 8:30—CBS—Invisible Man ....... All 
9:00- 9:30—NBC—Not programmed ....Colgate dropped “Dotto” 
9:30-10:00—-_NBC—-Robert Cummings ...SRO; half avail. in Jan. 
10:00-10:30—ABC—Love & June Allyson All 


WEDNESDAY 


7:30- 8:30—NBC—Wagon Train 
8:00- 9:00—CBS—Pursuit 


One-quarter 
All 


THURSDAY | 
7:30- 8:00—ABC—Leave It to Beaver... Half 
NBC—Haggis Baggis .......All 
9:30-10. 00—ABC—Rough Riders ....... Half 
9:30-11:00—-CBS—Playhouse 90 One-Sixth 
10:00-10:30—ABC—Tombstone Territory. All 


FRIDAY 


7:30- 8:00—NBC—Jefferson Drum :.... All 
8:00- 9:00—NBC—Ellery Queen ....... All 
8:30- 9:00—ABC—Colt .45 ............. All 
9:00- 9:30—ABC—Man With a Camera. . Half 
10:00-10:30—-CBS—Person to Person . Half 


SATURDAY 


7:30- 8:30—-CBS—Perry Mason ........ Five-Sixths 

8:00- 8:30—ABC—Holiday, USA ....... All 

8:30- 9:00—ABC—Jubilee, USA ........ All 

9:00- 9:30—-CBS—Gale Storm .......... Half 
NBC—Steve Canyon-....... Half 

9:30-10:00—-NBC—Cimarron City ...... All 


STRIP PROGRAMMING 
7:15- 7:30—-CBS—Doug. Edwards News. Mon.-Wed.-Fri. open 


RECAPITULATION 
APPROX. TOTAL TIME AVAILABLE (WEEKLY) 


This Week Last Week 
ABC— 6 hours, 40 minutes ABC— 6 hours, 55 minutes 
CBS— 4 hours CBS— 5 hours, 10 minutes 
NBC— 5 hours NBC— 5 hours, 45 minutes 
o 


15 hours, 40 minutes 


Chim, iat, Cartoons 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 


17 hours, 50 minutes 


See Jack McGiffert 





Chatter the Chimp, Chi’s most 
ubiquitous video performer, has 
left WBKB for a new job with 
WGN-TV. This time he’s a replace- 
ment for film. 

The educated chimpanzee is be- 
ing integrated into the format of 
“Lunchtime Little Theatre” to 
allow that show to slow down its 
consumption of animated cartoons. 
“Lunchtime” is a high-rated kiddie 
strip which, at past rate, was 
quickly bankrupting WGN-TV of 
its premium cartoons, 








Crane, Tex.—The FCC has 
granted a construction permit here 
to Joseph E. Young for a new| 
standard broadcast station to oper- | 





ate on 1380 kilocycles with a power | 


of 1,000 watts. 


‘ 


As ‘Camera’ Producer 


Jack McGiffert is reported to 
have the inside track as permanent 
producer of WCBS-TV’s “Camera 
Three” when guest producer Rob- 
ert Herridge signs off after doing 
nine shows. ‘ 

McGiffert, who has written a 
number of “Camera Three’ pro- 
grams and also worked on the ill- 
fated CBS-TV “Seven Lively Arts” 
series, is one of four candidates for 
the producer’s assignment. Clar- 
ence Worden, WCBS-TV director 
of public affairs, says the other 
prospects are Warren Wallace, 
Harry Olesker and Nazaret Cher- 
kezian, latter producer of the 
WCBS-TV “Eye on New York.” 

Worden will make the decision 
on Sept. 1. 















OUR 
DHCISION! 





Like you we've had an ear to the 

ground and a wet finger in the wind 
trying to second guess the staying power 
of the recession. We’ve made our decision. 
WPIX-11 IS BUYING. 





WPIX-11 is putting big money on the line in 
the conviction that the New York independent 
television station which offers the best 
programming will get the nod from agencies 
and advertisers. 








This willingness to “‘spend money to make 
money” has kept WPIX-11 in the black 
for 42 uninterrupted months and has 
made WPIX-11 the top-rated New York 
independent vwst 611 pm, ss). We are entering 


our 43rd! And...WPIX-11 is yin 
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This fall WPIX-11 will take on a 


NEW 
IMAGE 
and APPEAL. 


The programs which WPIX-11 
is acquiring will be presented within 
the framework of a new and 
exciting _ concept— 
vertical block programming, by 
category, seven full nights a week! 


TU ESDAY WEDNESDAY eke 
Night Nig ere, 
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DIFFERENT HALF-HOURS 


.. sparked by these 
NEW” WPIX Properties: 
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Screen Gems at Peak With Pards: 
Regis Joins Up to Bring in ‘Fat Man’ 


,* 


CNP Goes Into ‘Flight’ 
With Gen. Kenny’s Nod 


California National Productions 
is now ready to release “Flight,” 
| its latest half-hour vidpic skein, 
| for syndication. The NBC subsidi- 








Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Screen Gems today has the larg- 
est number of indie producer- 
partners in the history of the Col- 
umbia vidpix subsid, as it enters 
a new television season. Newest— 


and 12th—indie to join Screen Old Chelsea, nine miles north 
Gems is Regis Radio Corp., owned of Ottawa. Located in the 
by E. J. Rosenberg. Company will) Gatineau hills, the forested 
produce a new series, “The Fat/ Jand around the studios will be 


Man.” in conjunction with SG. 

Peoduct from the dozen indies 
will augment the wholly-owned 
vidfilms made by the subsid, states 
Irving Briskin, SG's_ production 
topper. 

Briskin said the record number 
of indies with SG is the direct re- 
sult of last year’s overall planning, 
and a major step in developing the 
policy then formulated, adding 
“we intend to continue this policy 
and our doors will remain open.” 

The p-voduction exec asserted 
“among the many reasons for the 
record number of independents 
signed with Screen Gems are their 
past experiences with rental lots. 
They have learned that the belief 
that tv films can be made more 
cheaply away from a major lot is 
erroneous. 

“We recently conducted a sur- 
vey on comparative costs for inde- 
= who produce on a rental 

asis at 


. 








independent studios as |Tregionals, heretofore uncommitted, 
against the costs of production on| in signing up Schlitz on “Macken- 
a major lot such as Screen Gems. | zie’s Raiders” for 15 markets. 


aillieneianal 


lary held back in the Air Force 
show made by Al Simon until Gen. 
| George C. Kenney was lined up as 
| host. 

Robert Stillman is producing the 
semi-documentary for Simon, 


NTA‘’s British Arm 
Just Like Parent; 


New 80G Que. Layout 


Ottuwa, Aug. 19. 
Crawley Films has ear- 
marked $80,000 for new s.u- 
dios in a small Quebec village, 





used for location shooting in 
the new television series on 
cases from the files of the Roy- 
al Canadian Mounted Police. 

Series is bankrolled 
by Crawley-McConnell Co., 
formed for the purpose by 
A. A. Crawley, father of Budge 
Crawley, head of the film firm, 
and John McConnell, publish- 
er of the Montreal Star. 


National Telefilm Associates Inc. 
|(U.K.), the principal NTA subsid 
=—=|in Britain, is adopting the home- 
office approach in shooting 39 epi- 
sodes of telefilm series rather than 
a pilot. That policy holds true for 
|“William Tell,” 15 episodes- of 
which now are completed, and 
“The Third Man,” to be shot in 
Britain and in Hollywood, with 
James Mason starring. 

According to Vernon Burns, 
managing director of the NTA sub- 


‘6 oR 
Make ‘Mackenzie's 
° b 
Raiders Famous sid, all series to be shot under his 
| aegis will not depend on selling a 


: : : pilot before the greenlight is given. 
iv capped ene of the hig Mae | Despite the risks involved, he feels 
the 39-chapter approach has its 
| merits. Mason, for example, could 
| never have been lined up as a star 














hlitz Aims To 


Shooting for 39 


_—_ 


'39-Plus-13 Setup a Stabilizer 
In Ever-Growing Syndication Marts 








e._<¢ ’ | 
Dunne’s ‘Capsule’ 
San Francisco, Aug. 19. | 

“Science Capsule,” & five-minute 
filmed series featuring Dr. Tom) 
Groody, has been packaged for 
syndication by Bert Dunne Pro- 
ductions. 

Format consists of questions and 
answers on science, simple visual 
experiments ,with openings for 
commercials. Thirty-nine units 
now are in the process of distribu- 
tion, with production plans tor 
117 more to be shot during the re- 
mainder of the year 

Show is being carried by KTVU, | 
with Bay View Federal Savings | 
and Loan Assn. as sponsor. 


Oficial Files 
A Clothes Horse; 


3 Costume Reruns 


Official Films is taking on the 
mantle of the costume adventure 
syndication house this fall. 

It’s out selling off-network re- 
runs of “Robin Hood” now, and in 
the middle of September, Official 





+ While the network market for 


telefilms appears to be heading for 
jumpy times, with some major al- 
terations, syndication is riding at 
a healthy, steady pace, relatively 


| untroubled. 


Competition ‘in the market-to 
market field remains fierce, with 
some low punches being thrown, 
but business is being racked up 
and the outlook is bright. 


For one thing, the tradition of 
39 weeks plus 13 summer repeats 
is more firmly embedded today for 
first-run product. Stations accept 
the buying pattern and Jocal spon- 
sors by and large, are going along. 

CBS Film Sales is heading for a 
banner 1958, with grosses forecast 
at $15,000,000, compared to about 
$12.000,000 last year. Ziv, a major 
bellwether, is bringing out new 
skeins at the rate of one every 
two months. Television Programs 
of America figures on a good year, 
and ABC Film Syndication is 
building up its product roster to 
increase its earning potential. 
ABC-FS recently added “Bowling 
Queen” and reruns of “People’s 
Choice,” as well’ as second year 
production on “26 Men.” 

The smaller outfits are having 
a tougher timé, not possessing the 
sales organization of the big and 
medium sized companies or having 
the lineup of product. A few of 
them are hedging with feature dis- 
tribution, per Flamingo Telefilm 
Sales, and getting into new ave- 





The results %prove this impression | 
a complete fallacy. We can show, 
that costs, including overhead 
charges, in a national studio, as ; : 
‘ 2 {the series in 63 markets. Latter 
compared with the-rental charges, | : : 4 ip 
plus premium payments the a regional is Coors Brewing, which 
pendent has to make on rental | gor eight midwestern cities. 
lots, is far better dollarwise for : 
the independent on our lot. Other | The Schlitz buy ee 
savines for the affliated producer Miami, Chicago, Washington, Char- 
can be chalked up with the use of | lotte and Jacksonville. J. Walter 
a coordinated, experienced staff as 
against a production crew thrown | 
together for the first time. 
Briskin also declared that in ad- 
dition to helping on production 
preblems, a major studio subsid 
such as Screen Gems can be of, “‘ 
great assistance in sales and dis-| City: and KOTV, Tulsa. 
tribution, that it can handle the | In New Yorl., the syndicated en- 
vidfilms for syndication also. In| try was picked up by L&M Ciga- 
addition to its domestic sales|rets and Gallo Wine for svonso~- 
force, Screen Gems has the largest Ship on WCBS-TV Wednesdays at 
international sales org from which.| 7:39 p.m. 
an indie can reap additional bene- 


Fe ote a with $0. in aae WICK CHEMICAL BUYS 
dition to Regis, include Herbert B 3 SHOWS ON NTA WEB 


Leonard, Rodney-Young, Sam Gal- 
Vick Chemical has bought three 


Outfit also corralled a second re- 


boucht Denver, El] Paso, Colorado 
Springs, Las Vegas, among others. 


. Dallas-Ft. Worth; WSM-TV, 
Nashville: KLS-TV, Salt Lake 





lu, Hank Ketcham, Goodson-Tod- 


|if he had been approached on a 


| gional with a brewer on the same | 
skein for eight markets, putting | 


; took the Richard Carlson starrer | 
|easting Corp. is partnered in the} 


Thompson was the agency. Coors | 


| tation sales on the show in-| 
clude: KTTV, Los Angeles; WASA- 


ito increase its working agreements 


will have 39 episodes of “Bucca- 
neers” and 30 chapters of “Sir 
Lancelot,” both of which are com- 
pleting their ABC-TV net reruns 
Interesting aspect of the “Lance- 
lot” situation is that NBC-TV, 
which initially ran the series, had 
| the sales agents rights to that 
. ‘ p | skein in the rerun field. But NBC 
tae is uniquely adaptable for! felt that Official Films’ handling 
pt me te wae the NTA | of “Lancelot,” along with its other 
Film Network if | antes sale een woul aire , is 
: ’ : “ ‘ | tious. icial and NBC, along wit 
} re erg of the networks is not ef-| Britich interests, Hannah Wein- 
“a ts add , ; stein’s Sapphire Films and Incor- 
n addition to the two series,| porated Television Program Co. 
Burns is lining up another one and | rtd. (ITP), are partnered in 
his office’s longrange objective is | “Lancelot.” 
S Mt end ether beltich Without a first-run syndication 
wit and other British pro-| entry this fall, Official Films has 
gram contractors. He said deals | been retrenching seni in its 
on “How to Marry a Millionaire,” | sales department. A number of 
o—~ Is a and gone aainee | Sales areas have been consolidated, 
a Gun” with a number of British | with several sales execs let out. 
contractors are virtually set. The | “Robin Hood,” which got off to 
= ae are iA Fie |a fast start, with about $1,000.000 
Netw ’s fi entries. “ cial | j ale : od 
Detective” and “Sheriff of Cochise” | Gown, Reason for the ease-off is 
have been sold to Associated Tele- | twofold: CBS-TV, which signed for 
vision. | 26 fresh episodes of the costumer, 
Burns returned to England over | still has to set a definite time slot 
the weekend (17) after a short|for the show. Provision of the 
homeoffice visit “RH” rerun 
bars any conflict in time slot and 


pilot basis. 

Burns said the 39-week policy 
holds true whether or not a deal is 
made with British interests. On 
“Third Man,” the British Broad- 








series. 








syndication contract | 


man, Henry Jaffe Enterprises pM : ‘> 

t “tei, é ‘| participations daily in “TV Hour 
B'yan Foy, Ben Feiner Jr., Tony | of Stars” and two participations 
Owen, Ticonderoga Productions, | weekJy in “Man Without A Gun” 


and Barbara & Hanna. 


nues, such as videotape distribu- 
tions, a la Guild Films. 

But all in all, at this date syn- 
dication remains the more solid 
end of telefilms, even in these 


Liv Still Shooting 
"World of Giants’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Ziv's “World of Giants,” which 
along with another skein had 
been bumped by CBS-TV from its 
8 p.m. Wednesday slot, continues 
in production. Third episode is 
near completion with another 23 
slated. 

Understanding is that CBS-TV, 
which bought the Ziv science fic- 
tion show, committed for 13, with 
, the remainer under option. Net 
still is trying to sell the show, 
despite its shuffle out of the 
| Wednesday slot. Reportedly, there 
had been some. controversy be- 





and “This Is Alice.” 

Details of the Vick buy on the 
| NTA Film Network, encompassing 
115 stations, were disclosed this 
week. “TV Hour of Stars,”’ cohs?st- 
ing of one-hour telefilms produced 
by 20th-Fox and Warner Bros., will 
be stripped daily. “Man Without A 
Gun” and “This Is Alice.” along 
| with “How to Marry A Millionaire,” 








Shirley Temple Pix 
A Puller for NTA 


National Telefilm Associates is| will be telecast by affiliate stations 
getting a good ride on the Shirley | once a week during the evening 
Temple pix. | hours. Vick abstained from parti- 


cipations in “Millionaire.” Products 
via Gray agency, for participations ‘® be pitched in the one-minute 
in six Shirley Temple features, to P@ticipations include Vaporub, 
be telecast over a limited number | Vick Cough Syrup and Double- 


It's signed a roster of sponsors, 


Liv Names Jos. Kotler 


Sales Mgr. in New Yor 


Joseph Kotler has been named 
Ziv's N. Y. sales manager, one of a 
series of promotions in Ziv’s east- 
ern division. 

Kotler replaces Len _ Firestone, 
who was recently promoted to gen- 
eral sales manager of syndication, 
a post vacated by Walter Kingsley. 


Kingsley exited Ziv to become prez} 
of the newly formed Independent | 


Television Corp. ‘ITC). Kotler 
moves to N.Y. from the company’s 
Cincinnati office where he had 
served as divisional sales manager 


of stations affiliated with the NTA | Buffered Cold Tablets. Morse In- 


Film Network. The starting date 
is some time in October, with 
about 60 stations participating. 
Of the six pix to be used, four 
will be repeats, shown last year on 
the filmed net. as holiday specials. 
The repeats will be “Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm,” “Captain Jan- 
uary,” ‘Wee Willie Winkle” and 
“Heidi.” 
be released first via the net ex- 
posure haven't been selected yet. 
Participating sponsors 
Ideal Toy, Westinghouse, Van 
Heusen, Samsonite and Necchi, the 
latter a sewing machine maker. 


WOR Into Videotape 

WOR Recording Division of RKO 
Teleradio Pictures has entered the 
fieid of commercial videotape re- 
cordings 

According to John B. Hayes, 
manager of the division, WOR Re- 
cording will utilize its studios for 
live recordings by ad agencies, film 
producers and package show pro- 
ducers. The videotape equipment 
is presently in operation. -72°% 





The new Temple pix to) 





ternational placed the order. 


aside Stuff—TV Films 


One judgment was vacated and another entered against Matthew 
(Matty) Fox in the N.Y. county clerk’s office. The vacated judgment 
was for $29,646 obtained by Eliot Hyman, prez of Associated Artists 
Productions, and based on promissory notes. Along with Fox, Motion 
Pictures for Television Corp. a Fox-helmed company, was named in 
the settled judgment. The new judgment entered against Fox was in 


for special properties. 


include | favor of H. J. Zittau, based on promissory notes inked in ’56 and ’57. 





A videotape service for producers of commercials, pilots and closed- 
circuit programs has been launched in New York by the newly-formed 
Termini Video Tape Services Inc. Tony Termini, prez of the new out- 
fit, has been head of the Termini Film Editorial Service for the past 


{28 years. The video service will utilize Ampex recording machines. 





New cartoons especially made for tv appear to be racking up healthy 
sales. Six markets recently signed for “Cartoon Storybook,” being 
distributed by Reub Kaufman’s Jayark Film Corp. ~Roster includes 
WGN-TV, Chicago; KVAR-TV, Phoenix; WCYB-TV, Bristol Va.; 
WBEF, Chattanooga; KONO-TV, San Antonio, and WSTV, Steuben- 
ville, O. Ten-minute series has now been put in 33 markets. 

New stations signing up for the fresh “Crusader Rabbit” series, dis- 
tributed by Regis Films, include WCAU-TV, Philadelphia; WDAU-TV, 
Scranton; WMBR-TV, Jacksonville; WTEN, Minneapolis; CMTV-TV, 
Havand,‘ arid ‘KLORTV: Bai? Lake City.) F852) a PP GOS head 





| sponsorship with the network ser- 
| ies. But if the web doesn’t firm up 
|the “RH” situation by mid-Sep- 
tember, that provision in the syn- 
| dication contract is lifted, with 
local stations getting free rein as 
to sponsor and slot. 


SAVARIN & RONZONI’S 
3 MKTS. FOR ‘MILLION’ 


Savarin Coffee and Ronzoni 
Macaroni have teamed up to buy 
“If You Had A Million” in New 
York, Philadelphia, and New 
Haven. 

Deal is for the second round of 
39 episodes released off-network. 
Web title of the Don Fedderson 
production, handled via MCA TV, 
is “The Millionaire.” The Savarin 
and Ronzoni deal is for a firm 52- | 
week run, with 13 repeats. Stations 
included in the lineup are WRCA- 
TV, N. Y.; WRCV-TV, Philadelphia, | 
and WNHC-TV, New Haven. Time 
slot in all three stations is 7 p.m., 
starting Sept. 23. 

In a separate deal with MCA TV, 
Savarin and Ronzoni also picked | 
up “Hollywood Star Playhouse,” a | 
rerun anthology series, placing the | 
skein on WRCA-TV. Time slot for | 
“Playhouse” is 6:30 p.m. on Sat- 
urdays, beginning Sept. 20. 


KITE Staff Status Quo 


San Antonio, Aug. 19. | 
Connie B. Gay, chairman of the | 
board of Town & Country Network 
and recent purchaser of KITE, has | 
announced that all staff members | 
of the station will continue in their 
present positions. 
Alex Coe is to remain as man-| 


Siberia nihagee eC 





tween Ziv and CBS over the 
stories. 
| CBS-TV subbed “Pursuit,” an 


hour live mystery anthology, slated 
to emanate from N.Y. in the 
Wednesday time slot. “Pursuit” 
also remains unsponsored at this 
stage. 

“Rawhide,” 60-minute filmed 
western, may also be taken off the 
fall CBS-TV schedule and held off 
for January sale. 


| Vidpix Chatter 


Harold Hackett, Official Films 
prez, is in England and due back 
Monday (25) . . . Leon Fromkess, 
Television Program of America’s 
v.p. in charge of production, in 

















| N.Y. for lensing of additional “N.Y. 


Confidential” segments _— 
Charles (Bud) Barry, vp. in 
charge of MGM-TV, vacationing in 
Europe . . . National Telefilm As- 
sociates has added six salesmen 
They are William Rhodes, Roger 
Wilson, Frank Meyers, Paul Weiss, 
M. C. (Jim) Gregory and Crenshaw 
Bonner . . . WTOP-TV, Washing- 
ton, has purchased Trans-Lux’ 
Encyclopedia Britannica Films... 
Marion Parsonnet and Francis Van 
Hartesveldt have been signed as 
writers on Ziv’s “Bat Masterson” 
skein. 

Flamingo Telefilm Sales has 
opened new offices in Indianapolis, 
with Paul Webster as_ regional 
manager. Webster formerly was 
with Republic Pictures. Also, Lee 


Knight, ex-Ziv exec, has beer 
named regional supervisor of 
Texas ... WOI-TV, Ames, Ia., has 


bought the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica Films distributed by Trans- 
Lux ... John Howell, CBS Film 
Sales sales manager, off on another 
tour of exchanges. . 











Wednesday, August 20, 1958 


TV-FILMS $1 





13-WEEK CYCLE IN TELEPIX 








Soft Market on 


Regional Buys 


Despite the recent flurry of contracted regionals, there stili are 
quite a number of outstanding major regionals uncommitted. . 

Holdouts apparently haven't seen the syndicated entry they 
want for the fall start. In any event, they're undecided at this 


late date. 


One major regional which reached a decision is Schlitz which 


took Ziv’s “Mackenzie’s Raiders” 


for 15 markets. A comparative 


minor one which recently committed its coin is Shamrock Oil & 


Gas Co., of Amarillo, Tex., 


which 


signed for Gross-Krasne’s 


“African Patrol” for west Texas and New Mexico Markets. 
The holdout lineup includes Nationwide Insurance, which wants 


a “soft” show to replace “Mama,” 


ing a ride on “Dr. Hudson's Secret Journal.” 


Rival Dog Food, Standard Oil of 


and Wilson Meat Packers, finish- 
Others include 
Indiana, Standard Oil of Texas, 


American Bakeries, Chunky Chocolates, Pacific Gas & Electric 


and Pearl Brewing. 











Cartoons a Pushbutton Pushover 


Grinding Out More Footage in a Fortnight for TV 
Than Customary in a Year for Theatre Use 





s 
> 


By BOB CHANDLER 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Sweeping refinements and 
streamlining techniques in animat- 
ed film production have enabled 
cartoon producers to turn out more 
footage ia two weeks for televi- 
sion than they did in an entire 
year for theatrical use and at half 
the cost. 

Prime example is H-B_ Enter- 
prises, the partnership run by Bill 
Hanna and Joe Barbera, who pulled 
down seven Academy-Awards dur- 
ing the. 20 years they turned out 
the “Tom & Jerry” series for 
Metro and who are now operating 
strictly in the field of television 
cartoon production. 

H-B is currently turning out two 
series, the group of 52 four-minute 
“Ruff & Reddy” cartoons for 
Screen Gems, now in its second 
year, and the new series of 26 half- 
hour cartoon shows, “Huckleberry 
Hound,” which Screen Gems has 
sold to Keliogg for a fall bow. 

Barbera recalls that at Metro, it 
would take eight weeks to turn out 
a six-minute cartoon, and the total 
output of the studio was eight such 
cartoons per year. Currently, H-B 
is turning out 30 minutes a week 
of animated footage, comprising 
three “Ruff & Reddy” segments a 
week, nearly two seven-minute 
cartoons a week for the new 
* “Hound” series, plus bridges, bill- 
boards and intros connecting the 
“Hound” cartoons to form the half- 
hour. 





No “Cheating” 

All of this has been achieved, 
Barbera maintains, without “‘cheat- 
ing,” a term he applies to the| 
herky-jerky money-saving  tech- 
niques involved in so-called “lim- | 
ited animation.” Savings have ac-| 
crued through greater production 
which cuts the overhead, and the | 
major upbeat in production stems | 
from what Barbera believes is a 


(Continued on page 52) 


Roach to Shoot 








On 4 for Synd. 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Hal Roach Studios, expanding 
its vidpix activities, plans to go 
ahead with production on unsold 
pilots, putting the skeins in the 
syndication mart. 

Properties heading for the mar- 
ket-by-market route include “The 
Veil,” starring Boris Karloff, to be 
distributed by National Telefilm 
Associates; “Landmark”; “Man of 
Action,” latter starring John Ire- 
land; and “Cavalry Surgeon,” star- 
ring John Hudson. In addition, 
Roach plans; a “Guy Madison 
Show,” with Madison enacting a 
swashbuckling southerner during 
the early 19th Century. 

Roach Studios, acquired recently 
by Scranton Corp., also is current- 
ly negotiating for distribution set- 
up in Europe for both tv and the- 
atrical film product. Roach said 
he expected the Karloff and Madi- 





son starrers to be ready around 


January, ssgaadors to 100 


’ . . 
NTA’s 5 Foreign Pix 

National Telefilm Associates is 
getting into the foreign import tv 
distribution biz. 

NTA’s London office secured tv 
and theatrical reissue rights to five 
features produced by French film- 
maker Paul Graetz. Pix include 
“Devil in the Flesh,” “Rome 11 
O'Clock” and “God Needs Men.” 
“Devil” has been dubbed in Amer- 
ica in its first theatrical runaround, 
and the others will be dubbed prior 
to their distribution on tv. 


Par-Sunset Eyes 
Major Vidpix Role 
Via Vidtape Gear 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Major step forward in video- 
tape’s inroads on film as the chief 
tool in telefilm production will be 
taken early this fall by Paramount 
Sunset Corp., which will have at 
its disposal new Ampex tape equip- 

ment to be purchased by KTLA. 
Access to the tape units, which 
will give Par-Sunset the jump on 
its telefilm competitors in the de- 





velopment of videotape to what! 


shapes as a powerful economic and 
artistic improvement over film, is 
possible because both it and KTLA 
are wholly-owned subsids of Para- 
mount Pictures Corp., and gm- 
ployees of both are members of 
IATSE. Company becomes first 
major vidfilm production and leas- 
ing outfit to have videotape equip- 
ment at its disposal, according to 








Jim Schulke, veepee in charge of | 


KTLA and 
manager of Par-Suns#' 

First Ampex machine will be de- 
livered by Oct. 15, with second unit 
due to arrive before Dec. 10, and 
others to follow as experiments 
succeed, according to Schulke. Re- 
corders will be housed in KTLA’s 
master control, less than 100 feet 
away from Par-Sunset stages, mak- 
ing experimentation by the latter 
convenient and workable. 

Par-Sunset’s initial experiments 
on tape will be conducted with a 
pair of vidshows to be aired on 
KTLA, one to be a new Sandy 
Howard Productions property. 

(Continued on page 54) 


Form Carma Productions 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

John Smith, star of NBC-TV’s 
“Cinmarron City” series, has 
joined up with Clark Bramwell, a 
N.Y. financier, and Don Tomlin- 
son, a film editor, in the forma- 
tion of Carma Productions. New 
company will produce theatrical 
films, in addition to tv properties. 

Smith already has acquired film 
rights to two vehicles—both of 
which will star the actor and are 
scheduled to roll this year. One 
is “Stockade,” novel by James 
Keane which will be published by 
Random House this fall. The sec- 


ond yarn jg PP, yayitled original. 





veepee and general} 


SHORTER DEALS 
Vo, do-PLUG Td 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 


On the national level, there are 
straws in the wind rumbling the 
telefilm biz, with some traditions 
going out the window, and live tv 
edging in for a comeback. 

Things are happening reflective 
of the jumpy network situation— 
and many forecasters feel that the 
current jumpiness won't be unique 
to this season, either. To put it 
simply, the phrase around New 
York town is that “times are 
changing, maybe too fast.” 

Item: For the first time in many 
a season, telefilm producer-distrib-_ 
utors have inked for 13-week deals. 
Ziv has “World of Giants” under a 
13-week pact with CBS-TV (still 
unsold). Screen Gems pacted the 
“Ed Wynn Show” for 14 weeks 
with usual options, on NBC-TV 
Liggett & Myers and Bulova are 
alternating as underwriters. No 
one’s boasting about it, but the 
Ziv and SG pacts aren't unique for 
telefilm houses this season. There 
are more. 

Item: There’s a question posed 
by NBC-TV's decision to yank the 
unsold “Northwest Passage” and 
“Love and Marriage” Friday night 
telefilm series and substitute Al- 
bert McCleery’s “Ellery Queen,” 
live from Hollywood. Query is: Are 
telefilms in danger of pricing 
themselves out of soft, Jumpy 
network market, the one that’s 
prevailing today in comparison to 
past seasons? 

There’s no flat answer to the 
query, the response to that one de- 
pending on what factors are being 
considered. But mrany in the tele- 
film trade are asking such ques- 
tions—and searching for answers 
to meet the changes, some of which 
already are underway. 

Halving the ‘26’ 

Take the 13-week-deal develop- 
ment. A three-month ride for a live 
show, especially the quiz-game vari- 
ety, is no novelty. With that op- 
tion clause, the 13-weeker has 
been with the nets a long time. But 
this is the first season that the 13- 
weeker has cropped up in tele- 
films. Pattern last season was 26 
weeks, with options to renew. Prior 
to that the telefilm houses usually 
were able to get a firm 39-plus-13. 
(Today, the 39-plus-13_ pattern 
sounds like an echo of the lusher 
past.) 

Most producers claim they need 
at least a 26-week ride to come 
out ahead. Talent and technical 
crews want some assurance that 
they'll be working for a longer 
period than that entailed in a 13- 
week stint. It also takes time to 
line up scripts, prepare for pro- 
duction, etc. A 13-week deal means 
that a sponsor, after the sixth or 
seventh week of show's debut, de- 


| cides on whether to continue with 


the series, giving the producer the 
barest minimum of time to get the 
next 13-week cycle rolling. Predic- 


| tions are that any 13-week pattern 





would downgrade telefilm produc- 
(Continued on page 52) 


Some Stations Waiting 
It Out on Kidult Shows 
For Kellogg to Move 


Some stations are holding off 
buying kidult syndicated shows, 
waiting for Kellogg to make its 
move on the local level. 

Kellogg, via the Leo Burnett 
agency, has pacted for four series, 
“Wild Bill Hickok,” “Superman,” 
“Woody Woodpecker” and “Huckel- 
berry Hound,” for placing in about 
140 markets. Deal was worked 
out with the station reps for 
Kellogg to get a discount on the 
the local station time rate, based 
on the number of shows placed. 
But the Burnett agency hasn't 
moved as yet in many markets, 
including New York. 

Some stations are cautious on 
buying skeins at this point, hope- 
ful that they will get the Kellogg 
biz, and the lineup-of the sponsor's 
programming, for this fall.,,-, . 








|CBS-TV and CBS Film Sales Don't | 
See Eye to Eye on 13-Week Deals 


+ 





? 


Still Try on Sci-Fi 

Despite the failure to date 
of CBS-TV te sell “World of 
Giants” and “Invisible Man,” 
the two new science-fiction 
entries, hope runs high for the 
category. 

CBS Film Sales and Na- 
tional Telefilm Associates are 
looking over possible new out- 
of-this-world entries for lens- 
ing. 


NTA Takeover By 
National Theatres 
Okayed by Board 


Board of directors of National 
Telefilm Associates has recom- 
mended approval of a proposed 
buy of NTA by National Theatres. 

Under the proposal, the theatre 
circuit will offer to purchase all of 
the outstanding shares of com- 
mon stock of NTA, contingent 
upon the acquisition by NT of a 
controlling interest in NTA. Pro- 
posal is subject to the approval of 
stockholders of both companies. 
Under the new setup NTA would 
operate as a division of National 
Theatres, the second largest chain 
in the U. S., with about 300 the- 
atres. 

Terms of offer call for an vot 
change of $11 in principal amount 
of a 15-year 542% sinking fund 
subordinated debenture for each 
share of NTA common stock, plus 
a warrant for the purchase of one- 
quarter of one share of National 
Theatres’ stock for every share of 
NTA stock. The warrants may be 
exercised in the first year at a 
price per share of $1 less than the 
market value of National Theatres 
common stock quoted on the N. Y. 
Stock Exchange on the day prior 
to the day on which National The- 
atres’ offer to NTA stockholders 
will be formally made. If the then 
market value shall be less than 
$9.50 and more than $8.50, the war- 
rant price will be $8.50, and if the 
then market value should be $8.50 
or less, then the warrant price will 
be equal to the market value. The | 
exercise price wili increase at the 
rate of $1 per share each year for 
the next 10 years and will remain | 
constant thereafter until the war- 
rants expire at the end of the 15 
years, 

It's contemplated that the pro- 
posed offer will be made to NTA} 
holders in the latter part of this | 
year or early '59. An equivalent 
offer also will be made to all hold- 
ers of NTA warrants. Understood 
Ely A. Landau, NTA’s board chair- 











}man, and Oliver Unger, NTA prez, | 


will continue at the helm of the 
merged company, in addition to be- 
ing elected to the board of National 
Theatres. } 
Landau and Elmer Rhoden, Na- | 
tional Theatres prez, welcomed | 
the new association. It was stated 
hefore the proposal could be ef- | 
fected, consent of governmental | 
agencies, including Justice Dep't. | 
would be needed. 


Hartmann’s New Co. 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Producer-writer Edmund Hart- 
mann, under contract to CBS-TV) 
for the past three years, has exited 
and joined Westwood Productions, 
in which he’s partnered with Ber- 
nard Prockter and Milton Kirsh- 
baum. 

New indie company plans to 
produce theatrical films and vidpix. | 
Hartmann is currently readying | 


sqrepnplay | far Wes} god, , , 





i 


| filmed tv series for 
linist Max Jaffa has asked the BBC 


A flat statement that CBS Film 
Sales will not be a party to a 13- 
week network telefilm deal was 
made by Leslie Harris, v.p. and 
general manager of the telefilm 
house. : 

Harris’ position runs counter to 
one of the deals made by the CBS 
network, the parent company of 
CBS Film Sales. CBS-TV inked a 
deal with Ziv for “World of 
Giants” on a 13-week basis, with 
options. 

Harris said that a 13-week deal 
is not good for either the producer 
or the sponsor. He declared it can 
only work to the detriment of the 
quality of the show, with no one 
the winner. Waiting six or seven 
weeks after the debut of the show 
for the sponsor to pick up the op- 
tion for the next cycle doesn’t give 
| the telefilm producer sufficient 
time for lensing. Harris maintained 
that an effort should be made to 
get telefilms off the beltiline ap- 
proach, which degrades quality. A 
13-weeker can only tighten the 
beltline, he warned, and CBS Film 
Sales will not go along with the 
practice either now or in the fu- 
ture. 

CBS Film Sales’ production 
plans include “The Diplomat,” the 
pilot of which fs to be shot at Brit- 
ish Lion studios in England. Clare 
Boothe Luce will host the project- 
ed series about the American for- 
eign service. Shooting is due to 
start Sept. 20. “Attorney,” an- 
other pilot project, is due for film- 
ing in Hollywood in December. 

Pilots completed include “Silent 
Sabre” and “Border Patrol.” 
“Sabre” will be pitched nationally 
for a January start, while “Patrol” 
will be offered to major regionals 
in syndication, starting January. 
Lensing on “Coil Flack” is under- 
way at Metro stud‘os, while filming 
on “Rendezvous” is due shortly in 
England. Both “Flack” and “Ren- 
dezvous” are syndication entries. 


$100,000 Safari 
To Film ‘Kasongo’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Elza and Edwin Schallert have 
been signed by producer Sol Lesser 
to script “Kasongo,” projected 
television spec based on current 
exploits of explorer-photographers 
Miki and Peg Carter in the Afri- 
can jungle region. 

At a cost of $100,000, Lesser is 
dispatching the Carters to Africa 
to acquire closeup footage of ani- 
mals and natives. Equipment in- 
cludes a special truck supplied 
with up-to-the-minute sound and 





| camera paraphernalia hidden in its 


outer panels for instant pushbutton 
use as objects of interest are en- 
countered. Also to be utilized is 
a watercraft to traverse swamp 
areas. Lesser hopes to acquire 
‘footage as close as six feet away 
from rhinos, lions and tigers. 

The Carters are now en route to 
the Dark Continent, where they 
will be accompanied bv a white 
hunter, a seven-foot-tall Watusi 
warrior and a pygmy. They will 
keep in constant touch with the 
Schallerts via tape recordings and 
letters. 


Fiddler Jaffa oteie Out 
From BBC to Make Vidnix 


London, Aug. 19. 
With the object of making a 
America, vio- 


| to release him fre~ his $8,400 BBC 
redio contfact. For two years he 
has been the star of the BBC's 
weekly “Grand Hotel” program 


| and has also filled as many as four 


BBC engagements a week. 

He will leave the “Grand Hotel” 
show next month but will continue 
to appear from time to time on 
it tor ong @? 
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The Adventures of 


T E L L delivers smashing 
impact that 


viewers and sales will feel. Action that 
stops you cold. Adventure that 

leaves you breathless. Excitement that 
bristles with tension and suspense. 


You know how popular 

swashbucklers are these days. Well, 
WILLIAM TELL has everything _ 
they’ve got — and more. The beloved 
legends of the famous man who 
fought for his country’s independence, 
Thrilling battles against injustice. 

A fight for a man’s love for his 

‘wife and child. 


All this set against the inspiring 
beauty of the Swiss Alps... where 
these 39 great half-hours were 
filmed... with gorgeous production 
values and superb photography, 
What more could you ask — except to 
see audition prints of this socko 
entertainment that’s sure to produce 
sales haymakers — from .. « 


National Telefilm Associates, Inc. 
Coliseum Tower, 10 Columbus Circle 
New York 19, N. ¥. JUdson 2-7300 


Offices: Atlanta, Boston,Chicago,Dallas,Hollywood, Memphia)) 
Minpespolis,Toroato,Loadon . 
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Siegel for his vidpic bow... Ziv assigned 22 writers to turn out scripts 
for Mackenzie's Raiders.” ... Steve Allen will do his shows of Sept. 21 
and 28 in Hollywood to billboard the NBC stars of the new season and 
who will give a sample of their shows. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jim Beach, ABC veep in charge of central division sales, elected 
prez of Chi Broadcast Advertising Club . . . Ken Nordine had a panel 
seat last weekend in a jazz discussion at the French Lick (Ind.) fes- 
tival .. . Carl Kahn relieved of his writing chores at the Jules Power 
shop here as a result of WGN-TV’s takeover of “Lunchtime Little 
Theatre” package ... WBKB’s Jim Lounsbury guest emceeing ‘“Amer- 
ican Bandstand” on ABC-TV next Tuesday (26) ... “Fran Allison 
Show.” debuting this fall on WGN-TV, will be shot in color, increas- 
ing the indie station’s tint sked to around 14 hours per week . . . Dukes 
of Dixieland ordered a kinnie (from WTTW( of their stint on “Jazz In 
the Round” on WBBM-TV last week ... Peggy King doing “In Town 
Tonight” Friday (22) ... Jack Brickhouse’s wardrobe is diminished 
by one suit since thieves broke into his car one day last week wh'le 
he was doing his ballcast from Wrigley Field . . . Mel Quinn upped to 
program director of WISN radio in Milwaukee. He’s succeeded as pub- 
lic service director of WISN-AM-TV by Patt Barnes. 

Eight longtermers of NBC-Chicago got watches at the annual com- 
pany outing last week for notching 25 years of service. NBC veep 
Jules Herbuveaux and news chief Bill Ray top the list that includes 
Leonard Anderson, Mary Kelly, John Katulick, J. Curtis Mitchell, 
Frank C. Schnepper and Lester L. Washburn. Sports director Johnny 
Erp rounded the 20-year mark. Approximately 45° of the local shop 
has been with the company 10 years or more. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


WTTG-TV is providing the time for daily 30-minute televised sci- 
ence lessons starting Sept. 22, with Monday-through-Thursday pro- 
grams (11:30-12 noon) to be used in area school classrooms and Fri- 
day for adult viewers. Greater Washington Educational TV Assn. is 
getting it up .. . George Jessel, here to receive a national celebrities 
award from the Washington Interfaith Committee, appeared on WRC- 
TV's “In Our Town”, 
film series telecast in 1957-58 by CBS under the title “Twentieth Cen- 
tury” have been presented to the Library of Congress fer its audio- 
visual collections. Handing them over in a ceremony were Burton Ben- 
jamin, series producer, and Theodore F. Koop, CBS director of news 
and public affairs here ... The TV Allocations Study Organization is 
closing its Washington office and moving to Ames, Ia. . . . Evelyn Grif- 
fith, night operations supervisor for WRC and WRC-TV, reports from 
a Denver vacation that a David Brinkley Fan Club exists there—and 
that a teenager told her one Brinkley autograph could be traded for 
those of three rock ’n’ roll singers . . . Frank Bourgholtzer, NBC news- 
man, is back for one year in Vienna as Central European news chief 
and is covering State Dept. stories . . . “Dollars and Sense” will be the 
theme of eight fall conferences of the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
slated from Sept. 18 through Oct. 28, with the first in Washington... 
Charles Lanius has been assigned to report for WTOP and WTOP-TY 
from Turkey. WMBR-TV, Jacksonville, Fla., will also carry him. 


IN LONDON... 


BBC-TV has lined up‘a large crop of talent to make appearances on 
its Celebrity Dais at this year’s Radio and Television Show, which 
opens next Wednesday (27) at Earls Court. Among the names already 
booked are the Beverley Sisters, Alma Cogan, Lonnie Donegan, Joyce 
Grenfell, Vie Oliver, Ted Ray, Frankie Vaughan, Jack Warner, Jimmy 
Edwards and Terry Thomas . . . ABC-TV will commence airing the 
“Jungle Boy” vidpix series on Jan. 12 . . . Comedian Dave King, to- 
gether with Peggy Mount, Alan Wheatley, Michael Bentine, Dorothy 
Dewhurst and David Kossof, will appear in tonight’s (Wed.) Associated 
TeleVision production of “Arsenic and Old Lace.” ... A new “Life 
With The Lyons” comedy series starts a fortnightly network run via 
Associated-Rediffusion on Sept. 19 . . . Norwegian actor Claes Gill 
will star in a BBC-TV production of Ibsen’s “The Lady From The Sea,” 
next Sunday (24)... A-R starts the “New York Confidential” series 
on Dec. 4. Series will replace “San Francisco Beat. ... Yank come- 
dian Peter Wood lined up for two BBC-TV shows during September. 


IN BOSTON... 


John McLellan, WHDH and WHDH-TV jazz commentator, emceed 
first annual Jazz Festival at French Lick, Ind. . . .. WEEI personality 
Jerry Howard coing p.a.’s at seven ozoners ... “Big Brother” Bob 
Emory, WBZ-TV personality, vet of some 37 years in broadcasting, 
celebrated his 67th birthday last week ... Frank Tooke, WBZ-TV 


get. mgr., vacationing in Nantucket . . . Bob Clayton, WHDH-TV’'s 
“Boston Ballrom”, emceed Dick Clark’s “American Bandstand” while 
Clark vacationed ... Hawaiian Punch launched big campaign on WNAC 
net on Yankee Weatherman shows over 31 affiliated radio stations in 
N. E. Monday 18) .. . Ray Dorey hosted Atlantic Junior Sportscaster 
Contest winner on his WHDH-TV show ... WBZ-TV dropping “Boston 


Record Hop” show... Bob Richmond, gen. mgr. WMEX, off to Wash- 
ington on biz trip... WNZC-TV unleashing big film packages for fall 
presentation. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Gunnar Back, director of news and special events for WFIL-TV, on 
a newsgathering mission to Europe, flying with the Military Air Trans- 
port Service ... Marciarose, hostess of the WRCV-TV egghead “Con- 
cept” series, takes over as the only local femme newscaster, replacing 
the late Judy Lee .. . Deejay Georgie Woods running for state legis- 


lature . Ugo Lodrini and wife, Italian language broadcasters over | 
WJMJ, head back to Italy to tape interviews at the Venice Film Fes- 
tival. WJMJ stepping up power to 50,000 watts next month, placing the | 


little indie in same signal class as WCAU and WRCV... WHAT, which | 


airs rock ‘n’ roll round-the-clock on its AM station, preems “Sounds 
in the Night.” a “jazz only” dusk-to-dawn session, on its FM band... 
All local outlets will televise United Nations sessions . .. Bobby Troup 
to sub for vacationing Dick Clark “Bandstand” (28), 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Veteran alrlane personality Mel Jass quit WTCN-TV to return to 
video freelancing . .. FCC permits have been granted in this area for 
new radio stations at Windom, Minn., and Superior, Wis. . . . Clarence 
Tonopolsky resigned as KRSI account exec to join WTCN-TV in same 
capacity ... Great Plains TV Properties had its permit for a proposed 
Duluth, Minn., video station cancelled .. . Kirby Grant and Gloria Win- 
ters of the syndicated “Sky Film” appeared in person on Sherm 
Booen’s locally produced WCCO-TV “World of Aviation” . . . Rita 
Landry, 18-year-old beauty, chosen from more than 100 applicants as 
a WCCO-TY staffer and will appear on the locally produced Randy Mer- 
riman show ... New Minnesota tv station KCMT at Alexandria, owned 
by Central Minnesota TV Co. and affiliated with NBC, goes on air Sept. 
1 . . . Thomas Countryman, owner of his own tv Continental Films 
here, bought Midwest Radio-TV ,.. Bob DeHaven is s leading WCCO 


. . Prints of 17 programs in the documentary- | 


personality, but his commercials appear on competing KSTP ...KMSP- 
TV acquired entire Shirley Temple feature pictures package .. . In 
single month 12 WCCO Radio accounts renewed ... FCC rejected a 


|Central Minnesota TV application to have Channel 12 shifted from 


Brainerd to Walker, so that its tv application for Bemidji could be 
moved to Walker. Brainerd interests opposed the plan. CMTC holds 
Alexandria Channel 7... ABC network disk jockey Dick Clark to do 
shows Aug. 27-28 at Armory here for WTCN-TV ... Paul Stacke named 
WLOL promotion manager .. . “Sandy” Singer back in disk jockey 
role at WLOL after brief fling in his father’s Chicago business 
KMSP-TV launching a locally produced afternoon bingo series .. . 
KSTP-TV’s “Treasure Chest” show to originate from Minnesota State 
Fair. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Rev. Richard T. Giesel pacted to spin WHK Sunday stanza... Ron- 
nie Barrett exited WDOK disk staff .. . Alan Douglas subbed for Bill 
Gordon on WEWS when latter did Dick Clark’s “Bandstand” chore 

. Dick O’Heren recovered from long illness to return to WGAR 
daily stint ... Jim Passant, KYW flack, recovered from three-week ill- 
ness .. . Ken Coleman, WHK sportscaster, named by ABC for All- 
Star grid voice . . . KYW’s Big Wilson in Hollywood for audition for 
tv's “The Fat Man” ... Paul Nakel exited WJMO for general man- 
agership of WEOL. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Josie Carey and Fred Rogers signed to do three six minute segments 
of their WQED “Children’s Corner” program on “Today” this week 
.. . Bill Jewett has resigned as traffic manager at KDKA-TV to teach 
radio-tv at Duquesne U. next semester. Roger Wolfe is moving up into 
his job and Bill McGaw will replace Wolfe as assistant to Cal Jones, 
program director . . . Rosemary Caputo has resigned as traffic chief 
and continuity boss at Ch. 13, the educational tv station, to do the same 
thing for WFAE-TV .. . Tad Reaves, Ch. 2 boss, and his family to Mi- 
|ami Beach for two weeks... Bill Cardell pinchhitting for Ch. 11's va- 


cationing sportscaster Mal Alberts .. . Ted Nielson, a producer-director | 


at WQED since '56, quit to go with WTTW, educational channel in Chi- 
cago... Pat Nicholson will do publicity at new Ch. 4 under promo- 
tion manager Greg Van Camp... Mary Ann Manger has resigned as 
KQV continuity writer to raise a family and Herb Heiman, of U. of 
Indiana is replacing her. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


KTVU signed Safeway Stores for the Oakland channel's half-hour, 
Tuesday-night films of football 49er games—first Safeway tv buy in 
California ... KCBS general manager Henry Untermeyer to New York, 
Chicago and Philadelphia to sell KCBS news . . . KFRC reviving the 
old Dean Maddox “Sunday at the Cliff House” show with Craig Kelly 
at the mike ... KTVU film librarian Bob Rose suffered a stroke ... 
KPIX on a public service kick with special reports on transit, politics 
and the Bill Dempsey-Pete Abenheim-Al Baccari European films . . . 
Del Gore, ex-general manager of KARM, Fresno, is a new KGO-TV 
salesman ... Winter Olympics’ organizing committee named Dan Sey- 
mour of J. Walter Thompson, Dave Werblin of MCA-TV, Wally Jordan 
of Wm. Morris Agency, Bill Henry of L. A. Times and Lowell Thomas 
to its national tv public service committee . . . KPFA-FM, listener- 
supported station in Berkeley, Cal., raised its basic subscription rate 
from $10 to $12. ‘ 


IN BALTIMORE ... 


Host of WBAL-TV’s “Twilight Theatre” is Ray Walker, up from 
West Palm Beach, Fla. . . . Chairman of the “deathless weekend” 
backed by radio and tv stations here was Bob Jones of WMAR-TV... 
Added to WBAL radio slate in late evening slot, Monday through Sat- 
urday, is “Harley Show” with Harley Brinsfield, local restauranteur, 
at the helm... Seymour “Sy” Freedman of Washington, D. C., has re- 
turned to Burt Claster’s “Romper Room” as public relations director 
after two-year hiatus . .. John Bowman subbed when Al Herndon va- 
cationed from WBAL-TV’s “It’s in the Name”. . William H. Whit- 
marsh is new account exec on WBAL Radio sales staff and in same 
slot with WBAL-TV is Richard Gochnauer . . . Gwinn Owens departed 
Baltimore Evening Sun as reporter to join WJZ-TV as staff writer... 
WBAL-TV newsman Paul Shields will wed Mary Ellen Shehan Sept. 
13... J. Donald Howe is new local sales manager at WBAL-TV ... 
WJZ-TV’s platter man, Buddy Deane, is among jockeys making good- 
will tour of Europe with blessings of USO and Defense Dept. ... Ted 
Jaffee subbing for him. 


(N DETROIT... 


WWJ, the Detroit News radio-tv stations, celebrate 38th anni Aug. 
20. WWJ lays claim to being the oldest radio station of all. On open- 
ing day a news and election return broadcast went out over a 20-watt 
transmitter. Other radio firsts included a football broadcast, radio 


‘debuts of Fanny Brice, Will Rogers, Fred Waring and a baritone from | 


Owosso named Thomas E. Dewey. In 1926 the station joined NBC. 
WJBK-TV will stage TV Weather, Ladies Day, Detroit Bandstand and 
Jac LeGoff newcasts from the Michigan State Fair Labor Dav week. 





Court OK’s Radio Indies 
On Past-Tense Airing Of 





circuit to theatres. It sought a 
court injunction when it was in- 


stations would broadcast the fight 
on the basis of newswire round- 
by-round summaries. 


formed that the three N. Y. radio | 


} ’ ‘c* e ’ 
| Fight, KO’s ‘Simulation 

TelePrompter’s court fight to 
prevent broadcasters from simul- 
ating a ringside description of 
Monday's (18) Patterson - Harris 
bout got a mixed decision from 
Judge George Tilzer of the New 
York Supreme Court. 

Judge Tilzer barred stations 
WOR, WINS and WOYV, N. Y., 
from giving a present-tense round- 
by-round report of the fight, sup- 
plied after each round by news- 
wire services. He also prohibited 
any simulation of a ringside ac- 


count, including noise of the 
| crowd. 
| At the same time, however, 


Judge Tilzer recognized the broad- 
casters’ rights to present a past- 
tense version of each round. In his 
decision, he mentioned Tele- 
prompter’s efforts to service news- 


papers. “Once there has been a 
public dedication of news,” the 
jurist’s opinion stated, “radio 


broadcasters have the same rights 
as do newspapers” in news dissem- 
ination. 

Teleprompter, which has the 
exclusive radio and tv rights to the 
bout, telecast the match via closed 





In his opinion, Judge Tilzer took 
cognizance of 
Stations that they would not broad- 
cast a present-tense description of 
the fight. Nevertheless, he also 
gBecognized that the plaintiff had a 
right to move for an injunction in 
his court, to nail down that pro- 
hibition. 

Judge Tilzer’s decision fell along 
the lines set down in the prece- 
dent-making ruling of 1953, when 
the N. Y. Supreme Court dealt 
with a similar situation. 


FCC Okays KITE Sale 


San Antonio, Aug. 19. 

The FCC has approved the sale 
of KITE from Charles W. Balth- 
rope to Connie B. Gay Inc., for a 
reported sum of $250,000. Balth- 
rope will remain with the station 
in an advisory capacity and con- 
tinue ownership of KITE-FM. 

The outlet was also authorized 
to change from daytime only to 
fulltime operations using 5,000- 
watts day and 1,000-watts night 
and to change its studio location 
from the Transit Tower to suburb- 
an Terrell Hills. 





the pledge of the| 


Howard Coleman Out e 
Manager of Chi WMAQ 
In NBC Economy Move 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

First deletion in the ten 
echelons at the local NBC shop 
will occur at month’s end y hen 
the network’s economy-minded- 
ness pulls a job out from under 
Howard Coleman. For the past 18 
months Coleman has been station 
manager of the radio o&0, WMAQ 
a post that after a long period of 
dormancy was reactivated when 
Coleman took over. 

Coleman started with NBC here 
in the press department in 1952, 
being promoted a few -years later 
to the special post of color sales 
development manager and later to 
manager of advertising and pro- 
motion. 

Currently.in discussion is the 
possibility that the WMAQ station 
managership be handed over tg 
Russ Stebbins in addition to hig 
other duties as WNBQ ity) sales 
manager. But more likely the post 
will go back into mothballs until 
more prosperous times. 


Radio Reviews 








TONY MARVIN SHOW 
Directer: Maurin Benkoil 
Writer: Hank Miles 

120 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 2 p.m. 
Participating 

WABC, N.Y. 

Tony Marvin, a vet broadcast 
hand, bowed as a deejay on WABC 
Monday (18), filling the Mondays 
through-Saturday 2 to 4 p.m. slot, 

The initialer, judging from a 
| heavy segment caught, was heavy 
;on platter spinning and light on 
|chatter. As a deejay, Marvin was 
|cempetent, if not distinctive. Fore 
|mer announcer and longtime asso- 
|ciate of the Arthur Godfrey team, 
|Marvin has a rich, deep and re- 
|sonant voice. 
| Chatter served up was innocu- 
|ous, dealing with why ducks don't 
| get wet, the reason for buttons on 


——— 





| men’s coatsleeves, etc. Marvin's 
jvoice and manner didn't lend 
themselves to the needed light 


touch for such whimsical items, 
| There was a good deal of name- 
| dropping, congratulatory wires ont 
a taped talk between Marvin an 
former boss Godfrey. All was 
sweetness and light between them, 
Godfrey wishihg Marvin luck as 
a disk jockey, and Marvin pledging 
that he would keep the Godfrey 
level of integrity on his show, 
Marvin evidently plans to play 
heavily on establishing his sin- 
cerity, 

Other chatter items were not 80 
sticky. Marvin, who spoke of his 
aim to be himself on the show, 
would do well to follow his own 
dictum, for on opener he didn't 
evidence an individualized persons 
ality, but rather that of a polished 
organization man. 

Platters were well chosen, run- 
ning the gamut from rock 'n’ roll 
to oldtime faves. Five-minute news 
| segments broke in on the half-hour 
/and on the hour. Horo. 





| DEL SHARBUTT SHOW 

Director: Stan Tarner 

| Writer: Vim Lehner 

1/150 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 4 p.m. 

| PARTICIPATING 

| WABC, New York ‘ 
Despite his being from Texas, 

veteran announcer Del Sharbutt is 

not recalled as ever pitching the 

faintest twang in his urbane, ultra- 

masculine voice. But on Monday 

(18), when he turned regular dee- 

jay for the first time (‘at least in 


New York) he went cornpone 
nearly all the way. 
The reason for this sudden 


folksiness before a N.Y. audience 
is obscure. He may have been 
under direct instructions from the 
WABC management or it may even 
have been first-night fright, al- 
though the latter seems highly une 
likely where Sharbutt is concerned, 
In any case, it rang the sourest of 
dishonest notes and went a con- 
siderable distance in undermining 
him in his new role. 

It was ——, that -~Sharbutt, 
a good ad libber, was not certain 
what was expected of him. 

Music was supplied by WABC 
librarians, and was par for the 
“top tunes” course. Art. 





Raleigh, N.C.—-A North Carolina 
farm radio and television editor has 
been cited for achievement in agrl- 
cultural communications during 
1957. The recipient was Theodore 
M. Hyman of North Carolina State 
College here. He was given a scroll 
and a $500 check by the Assn. of 
Agricultural College Editors and 
National Plant Food Institute at 
their 42d annual convention on the 





U. of Wisconsin campus. 
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Foreign TV Reviews 


oor 
DICKIE HENDERSON HALF 
HOUR 


With Dickie Henderson, 
Askey, William Sylvester, 
Lister, Marion Keene, Bernard 
Hunter, Len Lowe, Sara Leigh- 
ton, Grace Webb, Steve Race 
orch, others 

Director: Bill Hitchcock 

Producer: Jack Hylton TV Produc- 
tions 

30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 

Associated-Rediffusion, from 
London 
Dickie Henderson’s a very pop- 

ular British comic, so what more 

natural than for him to have his 
own tv show? The program is okay 
for laughs and stands comparison 
with the Sid Caesar show on the 
other channel. It’s a pity, however 
that Henderson's talent should be 
used on old Caesar scripts, which, 
though often good, are not always 
suited to his style. Situation com- 
edy sketches are the mainstay with 

Henderson playing opposite Anthea 

Askey, who displays a good sense 

of fun. 

In the show caught, which like 
the rest of the series is telere- 
corded, Henderson and Miss Askey 
did an amusing lovers-quarrel- 
over-the-phone sketch and then 
went on into a slapstick sequence 
in an auction room, followed by 
an equally broad routine in which 
their purchases were methodically 
smashed by a hearty Texan reiative 
played by William Sylvester. Guest 
songstress Marion Keene made 
easy work of-a solid arrangement 
of “Taking A Chance On Love,” 
and the supporting cast was Cca- 
pable. Bary. 


THE RANDALL TOUCH 

With Leslie Randall, Joan Rey- 
nolds, others 

Writers: Bill Craig, John Law 

Producer: Hugh Rennie 

30 Mins.; Mon., 10:15 p.m. 

Associated TeleVision, from Bir- 
mingham 

Leslie Randall and Joan Rey- 
nolds have enjoyed a fair amount 
of success in their partnership on 
commercial tv, and have had sev- 
eral series in the domestic comedy 
vein which have commanded atten- 
tion from quite a large slice of the 
viewing public. Their humor is 
inoffensive and simple and relies 
mainly on situations and puns for 
yocks. Production sometimes tends 
to be sluggish, but generally is 
adequate. 

Theme of the show caught was 
based on the Riviera honeymoon 
of the couple. They found they 
were short of currency to pay a 
hotel] bill and resorted to some 
slightly shady conversion deals to 
rake up sufficient loot. This went 
haywire, and finally, because of a 
generous offer, they became un- 
witting smugglers of diamonds. 
Randall and Miss Reynolds man- 
aged to carry the rather weak 
script. Bary. 





Foreign TV Followups 


Saturday Spectacular 

After postponing her British tv 
bow a week earlier because of a 
bout with laryngitis, Georgia Gibbs 
finally made it on this Associated 
TeleVision show (9), as a guest of 
Hughie Green, British tv personali- 
ty around whom the offering was 
built. It turned out to be a pretty 
good program, with Miss Gibbs 
ably doing her stuff and leaving a 
good impression, Green steering 
it pleasantly through its 60 min- 
utes, and a number of good in- 
dividual acts completing the lineup. 

Lanky, amiable Green contrib- 
uted stakes and also got out among 
the studio audience to chat with 
some of the celebrities present. 
It was his personal touch which 
rounded the program off neatly. 
Miss Gibbs, with a more than fair 
share of professionalism and plen- 
ty of zip, sang a couple of contrast- 
ing numbers and excelled herself 
when she belted out “Rockabye My 
Baby,” a well chosen entry for her 
style of vocalizing. 

A fine and comparatively new 
British vocal-instrumental quartet, 
the Polka Dots, rated top praise for 
making a sound not often heard 
from British close harmony outfits. 
As well as vocalizing on “It's Got 
To Be This Or That” and “I Didn't 
Know,” three of the all-male combo 
switched to piano, alto and soprano 
saxes at which they were equally 
as proficient. A good, slick comedy 
dance routine was provided by Bob 


& Marion Konyot. To complete 
the layout, a bunch of teenage 
artists, including an accordionist, 


a songstress aon | a skiffle group, 





a. There was also a filmed 
ve | 


++ ++ooe 


all of whom had appeared on an 
ATV teen talent show, filled in 


item showing five-year-old Helen 
Crayford going through her paces 
on the trumpet. Musical support 
was provided capably by the Jack 





Parnell orch. Bary. | 
Summertime 
The addition of new blood, 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 


Trendex Top 10 


(Week of Aug. 1-7) 


Gunsmoke (CBS) 27.0 

I've Get a Secret..(CBS) 21.5 

Hitchcock .» (CBS) 21.3 | eee ee ee eee eee Fee eee ee soe et eeeeses sooo ee eeoee 

I Love Lucy. ....(CBS) 20.7 . b , 

What's My Line..(CBS) 196 | Ed Sullivan Show |mensity of the state and the size 

Decision ....(NBC) 184 | Three of the billed performers | and brawn of its maies. It also 

Price Is Right . (NBC) 18.4 on the CBS-TV Ed Sullivan Show | was revealed that the Irish haven't 

G. E. Theatre ; (CBS) 175 took to sentiment and heart-tug-| forgiven us for stealing Barry Fitz- 

Wells Senne ’ (NBC) 164 ging in what seemed like old home | gerald from their Abbey Theatre. 

G wine w ‘ 63 week Sunday (17) night. Gregory Betty Furness, sporting a new, at- 
un, Travel (CBS) 16. Peck, who makes few appearances | tractive hair-do, was back from 


her vacation, and again reassurino 
viewers that they can be sure, i 
it's a Westinghouse. Rans. 


on television, appeared on the show | 
in a real offbeat bit. Peck last 
appeared on the show in June of 
‘56 when he made an appeal for a 
| fan of his who was severely burned. | Lamp Unto My Feet 


The Plays & Herd-Riders 
|Sunday, he returned with the} This marked the first tv appear- 











namely Kenneth Williams, to Gra- 
nada-TV’s 30-minute weekly “Sum-| 
mertime” show (12), did not give | 
the offering the lift expected. Res- 
ident lineup of Jackie Rae, Mau-| 
reen Cannon, the Carlu Carter Trio, | 
with the exception of the Gra-| 
nadiers, while making pleasant | 
enough contributions, have little 
new to offer. 

Williams, who has made quite a! 
name for himself in West End} 


revues, did a sketch about the sale | 


of a do-it-yourself chair-making 
kit. His flair for bringing to life 
offbeat personalities, based on keen 
observation, was worked overtime 
in the guise of a sensuous sales- 
man, but the piece stopped short 
at being just a moderate rib- 
tickler. 

Rae and Miss Cannon warbled 
pleasantly on a few numbers and 
the former took time out to make 
rice music on a vibraharp. The 


On ‘Playhouse 90’ Agenda 
2 . 1 slw . : 
In 1958-59; Top Authors Seoctened and, vetoed tts teenie. | Gebas ant i meine Mees ties 


omic a Ted Williams, Boston's colorful | opener of a three-part discussion 
d Playhouse 7 wd CBS-T’ | outfielder and regarded as one of | tagged “Religion and the Arts” on 
Sremanse cortes.. is rensy Se ha|the greats of the diamond, ap-| "lamp Unto My Feet” over CBS- 
into the 1958-59 pernesea wit # peared on the show, via WNAC-TV,|TV (17). Dr. Lyman Bryson, the 
list to date of 15 outstanding prop-| Boston, just long enough to make | network’s venerable and knowl- 
erties, among them the works of | an appeal for the “Jimmy Fund.” |edgeable staffer, was moderator 
major dramatists and novelists. Williams, known for his baseball | and the other participant in the 
This collection of video drama | ab lity, also has won fame for his|informal discussion was Robert 
will stem from the writings of | antics on the field and his battles | Sievers, director of drama studies 
Joseph Conrad, Henry James,| With the Boston scribes. A few|at the Union Theological Semi- 
| Ernest Hemingway, Pierre Boulle, | words with the slugger could have | Mary. 
James Agee and William Saroyan. Opening few minutes of the pro- 
Original scripts will be contributed| Teresa Brewer, who got her gram were interrupted by the news 
by Rod Serling, Reginald Rose, | mothers birthday | into the act, bulletin of the bust on the launch- 
Robert Alan Aurthur, Loring Man.|SCored well in chirping two fast|ing of the rocket to the moon. 
del, David Karp, Doris Frankel and | 5°"88. Miss Brewer is an accom-| Both Miss MeCullers and Nash 
Abby Mann . |plished songstress who radiates| were undeniable magnets on this 
y : }charm and has plenty of showman- | all-too-brief powwow of a worthy 
Hubbell ee ae executive a;hip. beg _— a ene aan 
veepee in charge o programs we stendeute out _|a highly articulate provocative 
has assigned producers Fred Coe, | anced. entertainment were. come. | Couversationalist. Miss McCullers 
John Houseman, Herbert Brodkin; | dian Shelly Berman and Domenico | Testettably, was not as communi- 
Arthur Penn and Gordon Duff to} Modugno, Italy's rage who wrote | C4tive and probing as revealed in 


| livened up the whole appeal. 





Carlu Carter Trio terped neatly 
through a Mexican hat dance, 
while the Granadiers maintained 
their high standard with an unac- 
companied rendering of a Round 
sung. Peter Knight's orch handled 
the musical chores well. Bary. 





The Jubilee Show 
Now that this Associated-Redif- 
fusion show has got into full swing, 
it has climbed back into the net- 
work ratings, where it regularly 


appeared when it was last in the} 


|her writings, but what she did say 


the third season's array of ‘Play-|and recorded the current hit)". d . 
| house 90” dramatic fare. “Volare.” Berman did a skit on P"Oved arresting. 
movements which Discussion dealt with religious 


. | embarrassing 
The series will kick of Sept. 25 came off exceptionally well. Mo-,uses and values of drama, anti- 


= ee Bata Harp. | dugno belted out his hit tune and | religious plays, message dramas, 
feo? terial gath ed by H r. | added a Continental touch plus/|etc., and how both Nash and Miss 
| CaaS Ss Eee Gee y *4T! class to the number. |McCullers thought about the uses 
|Tison Salisbury, former Moscow |“ Rest of the stanza was marked | of religious themes and precepts in 
| correspondent of the N.Y. Times. | by some neat bits by Perez Prado | dramatic offerings. Miss McCullers 
The cast will include Eli Wallach, | playing “Patricia,” dancers Carol | Said that when Ethel Waters was 
|E. G. Marshall, Oscar Homolka, | Lawrence & Peter Gennaro, pianist | «pproached to appear in her play 
Luther Adler and Thomas Gomez. | Roger Williams’ rendition of “Near | “Member of the Wedding,” the 
| Melvyn Douglas will play “Stalin.” | You,” and the one-liners of Jackie | actress remarked: “Please, God, 
Coe, who will produce “Plot to) Kannon. Bern. | sive me a good booking!” 








schedules. The program is based | Kill Stalin,” also will handle the 
on oldtime vaude, and succeeds in 90-minute dramatization of the late U.S. Steel Hour 
holding appeal for younger viewers | James Agee's novel “A Death in| John Vlahos scripted a_ better- 
pa oo as old. It is well produced! the Family.” which won a Pulitzer | than-average “over-21" western in 
and has a competent cast, headed | py; is ¥ ‘ill also pro-| ” 
by Dennie Lotis and Shirley Eaton, | |e this year. Coe will also pro-| 0) s Steel Hour” on CBS-TV (13). 
duce “Heart of Darkness,” the Con 
both of whom, as modern perform- rad novel of the backbreaking ex- | There were good performances by 
ers, have sizable followings. , 8 |Cameron Prud'homme as a former 
; : perience ‘of a sea captain in the | tjun shal in his declini man 
In this offering (11), veteran! Congo, and “The Days of Wine | sr4 Willism Shatner ac the wrecent 
vaudster Billy Danvers took over | 3.4 olen : original by J. P and William Shatner as the present 
the guest spot with a lively render- | \5i1) , * *+{/marshal who learned all about law 
Miller. enforcement from the old man. 


ing of “Kiss Me Goodnight, : 
George.”” Show had lots of pretty| Houseman has been assigned to| Play was set in a tiny western 
town in the late 19th century and 


girls hoofing and singing in turn-| helm Boulle’s novel, “Face of a 

ef-the-century rig and the program | Hero.” Robert L. Joseph will do|dealt with the young 

exuded an atmosphere of oldtime| the adaptation for “90” and he sub-| crisis when forced to choose be- 
gaiety. Ian Wallace as chairman | sequently will present it on Broad-|tween doing his duty and his ex- 


Nash was opposed to any mes- 
sage play, maintaining it was “a 


| letter undelivered” and that as he 


Old Marshals Never Die” for the | 


{religious plays. 
| served, dealt with profane things 


grew older he learned to work 
more simply, always trying to 
make his characters come alive but 
this, he added, was indeed hard to 
achieve. The playwright insisted 
that Tennessee Williams was un- 
justly accused of writing anti- 
Williams, he ob- 


spiritually. Miss McCullers agreed 


}with Nash. Sievers spoke feelingly 


lawman’s | 


traordinary affection for the ex-) 


of the religious effects of miracle 
plays and medieval dramas, but 
Nash rated them exceedingly dull. 

Next week's discussion will deal 





added to the mood of things as| way. “Seven Against the Wall,” 
well as making useful contributions | the Howard Browne story of the 
in the vocal stakes. “The Jubilee) Valentine's Day massacre in Chi- 
Show” made a worthwhile 30-| 
minute mid-evening contribution 


to the program lineup. Bary. as are Henry James’ “Wings of the 


Dove,” the story of a rich American 
girl in London dying of a mysteri- 
ous malady, and Conrad’s “The 
Secret Agent.” 

Brodkin will bring in the orig- 
inal dramas including “The Savage” 
by -Rose; “Made in Japan” by 
Joseph Stefano and ‘The Trial at 
Nuremberg” by Miss Mann. Brod- 
kin also will produce the first three- 





Emergency—Ward 10 

Associated TeleVision's consist- 
ently toprated twice weekly series, 
“Emergency — Ward 10,” is still 
going strong after more than 130 
airings. This program about life 
in a British hospital has won itself 
a niche in the history of British tv 
by — on and on without ever | 
losing the interest of viewers. It| hour, two-part drama in the series, 
is well scripted, convincingly acted | “The Rise and Fall of Wilson 
~ — poseee. The s ~! also| Hunt,” by Aurthur. 

as plenty of scope for audience , 
identification and added interest in | ——— ee Seas. 
its demonstration of the most up-| jackie Gleason in the lead, will 
to-date methods of treatment for be produced by Duff Penn's pro- 


oT ion te an Gon ductions will include a Civil War 


these attributes which make for a| 4ama, “The Flames of Richmond,” 

hit show, there is also a peek into, by Miss Frankel. 

the private lives of the hospital | The Christmas Day production 

staff. | will be “The Nutcracker” as danced 
In the installment caught (9) the; by the New York City Ballet. 

plot centered around the fate of | Houseman will be in charge of this 

a boxer who'd been kayoed and | one. 








cago, is also on Houseman’s list, | 








had not come round some hours | 
—_. There a os me plight s M 
a doctor stricken with iomyeli- 4 
tis, and the young pl gene oo | File for Dismissal Of 
for being out of bounds while at- 
eens, © oY It was - ge = 4 
ecnvincing. At its present rate, the 
program Sete oust for a much | San Francisco, Aug. 19. 
longer life. Bary. | Federal Judge Albert C. Wol- | 
; |lenberg has taken under advise- | 
ment a motion to dismiss contempt 
. |}of Congress charges against Louis 
Rowan & Martin TVer? E. Hartman for seven years the 
Dan Rowan & Dick Martin, who Creator and voice of KCBS’ daily | 
got their video start on the old| Jim Grady” show. 
Walter Winchell colorcasts over! Hartman resigned from the CBS- 
NBC-TV and who are currently owned station a month after he had | 
appearing on the “Chevy Show,” | been suspended for refusing to an- | 
the Dinah Shore suminer replace-|swer questions about Communist | 
ment, are being preped for an activity among Berkeley, Cal., pro- 
additional buildup. {fessional people. The questions | 
NBC-TV is reportedly setting up| Were asked at a House Ua-Amert-| 
a half-hour show for the comedy | C42 Activities hearing in Frisco in | 
team in prime time next January. | June of last year. 
An audition kine of Rowan & Mar-| Hartman refused to take refuge | 
tin is about to be made under/in the Fifth Amendment, instead 
NBC-TV auspices. A girl singer, as| stood flatly on the First Amend-| 
yet uncast, will be part of the| ment. His lawyers last week filed 
program, | the dismissal plea. 


Hartman Contempt Rap « 


| Americans arrive in Ireland is suf- 





peace officer who went around, with architecture and the arts in 
shooting firearms at imaginary out- religion. “Lamp Unto My Feet” 
laws. is a splendid means for importing 
Vlahos’ script was based on a exctiting conversation and thought 
short story by John Holland. On| into the homes of viewers. 
occasion, Dan Petrie’s direction Rans. 
was such that it called for a round | 
of applause, particularly his han- 
dling of scenes between the aging Ala 
ex-marshal and a young admirer S, KSTP Must Share Its 
played by Kevin Coughlin. Robert | . —_ . 
Emhardt = a political Sgure and | ‘Twin Cities Label With 
town banker also turned in a capa- 
ble performance. Conflict cae Couple of Others Sez FCC 
between Emhardt and Shatner ’ 
were caught with imagination and St. Paul, Aug. 19. 
skill by the cameraman. “Old Although Stan Hubbard, KSTP 
Marshals Never Die" created noO/ty and radio station head, con- 
dramatic cyclones yo —, tends that KSTP alone is entitled 
—_ = a 7 = to refer to itself over the air as a 
— <aohng make “so S-| Minneapolis-St. Paul or Twin 
maaed y. ‘ | Cities’ station because its studios 
lo O ‘ spread over both cities at their 
ni) oe ee were | Midway location, the Federal Com- 
heavily libelled in the “Studio One | unications Commission has ruled 





in Hollywood” production _ of | differently. 
“Birthday Present” on CBS-TV|! The FCC has given its sanction 
(18). Texas was depicted as a to WCCO and WTCN tv and radio 


braggart state dripping with oil| stations to enjoy the same privi- 
millionaires and Ireland was por-/ jege, , 
trayed as a cozy nook with whisky- | ; . 
loving inhabitants. Any sharp-|,, They applied for and received 
eyed student knows full well this | the permission after KSTP first 
is‘a Dase and dirty canard. jhad gone to the FCC and pre- 
“Birthday Present” told the sented its case for an exclusive 
drama of a Texas oilman's desire | right to use the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul description. Other stations, 
|he argued, are entirely in one or 
the other of the cities. 


‘Polka-Go-Round’ to Get 
ABC-TV Tuesday Berth 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

“Polka-Go-Round,” the Chi-based 
summer replacement for Lawrence 
| Welk on Monday nights, is being 
|retained by the ABC-TV net this 
| fall as a co-op entry in a Tuesday 
| evening slot from 9 to 9:30 (CST). 
New slotting and reduction to a 
half-hour starts Aug. 26. 


to satisfy his wife’s whim to have 
im whisk her supposed Irish an- 
cestral home, a castle beloved by 
the villagers, to the rich and bub- 
bling oil fields in the Lone Star 
State. What transpires when the 





ficient cause for drink. It pro- 
vides the authors, Jack Roche and 
Sid Dorfman, with an opportunity 
to fashion amusing dialog about 
the manners of our rich and the 
roughish folklore of the Celtics. 

Cesar Romero played the oil- 
man’s representative with merely 
“regular” gas. Highspots of the 
evening were the “high octane” 
performances by J. M. Kerrigan, 
as an yo and Cecil Kella- 
way, as his tippling crony, as they : 
peter dog e- so” teaiaae the A me4 Polka show will probably be the 
of the vulgar Texans.to move the only summer replacement retained 
decaying castle from the old sod.| >y the net this fall. Bob Lewane 

As is customary in contemporary | dowski will continue as host with 
Texas dramas, there were refer-| supporting cast slightly diminished 
ences to Nieman Marcus, the im-'from the hour version. 











Wednesday, August 20, 1958 


1 1 | G lal ah is aviation’s own saga — authentically obu-veateiny {qr exploits 7 


human achievement in the sky. Each episode is presented by Gen. George | 


full cooperation of the Air Force. FLIGHT is the dramatic series for which t] 2 
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Kenney, U.S.A.F., Ret.,and produced with the 
,soming television season will be remembered. 
- ; : CALIFORNIA NATIONAL PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
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See Granada TV Turning Down Bid 


By Investment Co. to Buy In for 6006. 


s 
nef 


London, Aug. 19. 
The news last week that a 
prominent city investment house 
was attempting to buy into Gra- 
nada indicates the growing confi- 
dence in the city in commercial 
television. It is unlikely, however, 

that the offer will be accepted. 
The bid to buy into the Granada 
Group was made by Investment 
Registry, reportedly acting for a 
firm of London _ stockbrokers. 
Charles Clore, a leading British 
financier, is a director of Invest- 
ment Registry, but the offer was 
not being made on his behalf. The 
company was offering to buy 300,- 
000 ordinary or “A” ordinary stock 


for a sum in excess of $600,000. 
All Granada’s 1,400,000 ordinary 
shares, with a par value of 70c, are 
privately held. The Investment 
Registry offer was in the region of 
$2.15 per share. 

Recently, it was announced that 
Granada had offered to existing 
stockholders a total of a further 
1,400,000 shares and any not taken 
up would go to Sidney L. and Cecil 
G. Bernstein and their associates. 

Meantime, Associated TeleVision 
stock, though not officially quoted 
on the Stock Exchange, is continu- 
ing to rise. The ordinary shares, 
with a par value of $2.80, are now 
being qutoted at around $22.50. 
This is an increase of about $1.50 
within the lest two or three weeks. 


TY Quickie Of 


Lunar Bloomer 


Unsuccessful launching of the 
lunar rocket on Sunday (17) did 
not prevent the networks from cap- 
turing the takeoff on film and tape, 
involving at the same time, con- 
siderable expenditure of money 
for preliminary activities at Cape 
Canaveral. 

NBC-TV used video tape to re- 
cord to quick and abortive flight. 
Live cameras covered the launch- 
ing at 8 a.m. and transmitted it 
via closed circuit to the Coast 
where it was taped. Seven min- 
utes after the takeoff the event 
was televised over the NBC net- 
work. It was repeated at 10 am. 
NBC-TV also presented a special 
30-minute discussion later in the 
day. 

CBS-TV videotaped the launch- 
ing and scheduled it at various 
hours starting at 11:55 a.m. Many 
radio indie outlets also had their 
reps at Cape Canaveral transmit 
brief accounts of the unhappy 
flight. 

ABC-TV also had its news staff 
present at the rocket launching 
and carried periodic bulletins be- 
fore and after the firing. pata 

Apparently the only lunar ac- 
tivity of the day that went off on 
schedule was WCBS-TV’s preem 
showing in New York of “Destina- 
tion Moon,” the _ interplanetary 
space film, on its “Late Show.” 


Nat’l Film Bd. Skeds 3 
CBC Telementary Series 


Ottawa, Aug. 19. 

National Film Board has set 
three telefilm documentary series 
for next season to replace NFB’s 
previous “Perspective” string 
which got video use on the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. web. Tom 
Daly will produce the first series, 
seven 30-minute shows scheduled 
for Oct. 26 preem, to run Sundays 
at 5:30 p.m. on the CBC network. 
Format will be along candid-cam- 
era lines, unscripted, unrehearsed, 
with characters unaware they are 
on camera, 

David Bairstow, who produced 
“Perspective,” will handle 15 3 
minute films on new frontier 
science, industry, medicine. Ber- 
nard Devlin is producer of two 60- 
minute shows on national and in- 
ternational topics ineluding in- 
creasing traffic problems in cities; 

No preem dates have been an- 
nounced for the second and third 
series. 














Piermont’s CBS-TV Berth 


Sidney Piermont has been named 
a talent coordinator at CBS-TV. He 
will book talent for the new “Garry 
Moore Show,” “Your Hit Parade” 
and the “Jimmy Dean” daytime 
strip. 

Piermont formerly was manager 
of program talent at NBC and 
chief vaude booker of Loew's The- 
atres. 


Chi’s Kirk Logie Back; 
On Loan to NBC Int’! 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
NBC has cancelled the severance 
order on Kirk Logie, and the for- 
mer network tv program manager 
in Chi is back on the web payrolls, 





on loan for the nonce to NBC In- | 


ternational. Logie had lost his job 
a few weeks ago when NBC-TV 
deleted its central division pro- 
gram unit. 

He leaves Aug. 31 for London 
for a few days’ briefing and then 
goes to Lisbon, Portugal, as tv con- 
sultant to a video station there. 
His tenure in Lisbon is expected 
to be no longer than a month. Still 
not known where he'll be placed 
after that. 


CKOM Tax Claim KO’d 


Saskatoon, Sask., Aug. 19. 





The income tax appeal board in| 


Ottawa has disallowed a claim by 
radio station CKOM that the cost 
of building a hockey broadcasting 
gondola in Saskatoon’s Arena rink 
should have been deducted from 
its 1954 income tax assessment. 

Evidence indicated that while 
CKOM paid for the gondola’s con- 
struction, the structure became 
the Arena’s property when com- 
pleted. An understanding between 
the Arena and CKOM, however, 
gave the broadcasting company ex- 
clusive use of it as long as it re- 
mained in business. 


Bunker’s Chapter & Verse 
On How CBS-TV Protects 
Goods on Daytime Shows 


The new CBS-TV daytime prod- 
uct protection policy has been 
| spelled out in more detail in a 
| communique to stations from Ed- 
|mund C. Bunker, veepee and di- 
rector of affiliate relations. Liberal- 


lization will be of benefit to 
sponsors on “Arthtur Godfrey 
Time,” “House Party,” “Captain 





Kangaroo,” “For Love Or Money,” 


Brit. Com’l TV for July: $8,720.00 


London, Aug. 19. 


Estimated advertising revenue reaped by all the commercial 
tv outlets during July amounted to $8,720,000, according to Media 
Records Ltd. Granada-TV topped the list with slightly under 
$2,257,000, followed by Associated-Rediffusion which notched just 


over $2,044,000. 


Associated TeleVision, through its two outlets in London and 
the Midlands, registered a revenue of $1,896,000; ABC-TV, with 
three stations operated at the weekend, garnered more than 


$1,191,500; 
and the West, $745,500. 


Scottish Television, $586,000; 


and Television Wales 


The research organization does not, however, take into account 
any discounts allowed, but bases its figures on the number of 
spots aired, which during the month totalled 19,552. 




















PSone pes" Paperbacks Piggybacking Into TV: 
Crystal-Ball Whodunits as Next Trend 


Advertisers on personality shows 
| wil be protected throughout the 
program. Advertisers on programs 
will be protected on the day they 
purchase. In addition, the first ad- 
vertiser with protection for a prod- 
uct will also be entitled to exclu- 
sive use of the emcee for that prod- 
uct. Advertisers on all other pro- 
grams will be protected on the 
day they buy. 

Sponsors will get protection, 
CBS said, for two product cate- 








Derby $2-Mil on CBS-TV 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 


Derby Foods has bought into five | 80ft-bound books, 


shows on CBS-TV this fall in 15- 
minute segs worth an estimated 


gories in an alternate-week quarter- _ peg reireernag po Ss 
hour purchase, plus one additional | root. Kangaroo.” “Heckle and 


| product category for each ace 
tional alternate quarter-hour pur-! 
|chased in the program, up to a 
maximum of five categories. CBS 
| will endeavor to maintain a sep- 
aration of 15 minutes in the net- 
| work placement of commercials for 
| competing products. 

CBS also liberalized its exchange 
commercial policy. While designed 
primarily for daytime users, it can 

|also be applied, if necessary, to 
evening alternate-week sponsors. 








Jeckle,” “Play Your Hunch” and 
“Verdict Is Yours.” 

Deals were set by McCann-Erick- 
son. 


RTNDA Nabs Demo-GOP 





j Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


The best barometer of public 
j taste, both for motion pictures and 
| television, is found in the sale of 
according to 
western writer Frank Gruber. From 
cactusland stories to outer space 
conflicts, paperback editions ac- 
curately have predicted every pop- 
ular trend, he says. 

Soft-cover books are the only 
non-high-pressure mass entertain- 
ment medium,” views Gruber. “Mil- 
ilons are printed, and people sim- 
ply buy the ones they want.” 
The author, whose books have sold 
some 20,000,000 soft-cover editions, 
explains the mystery novel is mak- 





Heads for Chi Powwow ing highly noticeable spurt in soft- 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Radio & TV News Directors 
Assn. has lassoed the national 


| Nov. Bow for ‘Profile’ 


Ottawa, Aug. 19. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp.'s 
cultural and longhair show, ‘“Pro- 
| file,” is set for Nov. 11 preem of 
|a 10-production series. String will 
| include two operas, both two hours 
|long; a musical version of “Anne 
jot Green Gables,” and “Nutcracker 
| Suite” by the National Ballet Co. 
|}of Canada. Other items include 
two one-act plays, a 90-minute 
“Death of a Salesman,” a 60-min- 
ute handling of ‘“Volpone.” 

“Profile” is*sustaining. 


chairmen of both major political 
parties to headline RTNDA’s na- 
tional conclave, being held in Chi 
this year at the Sheraton-Black- 
stone, Oct. 15-18. Democratic Na- 
tional Chairman Paul Butler and 
| his Republican counterpart, Meade 
| Alcorn, have consented to debate 
|the 1958 election issues for 
| RTNDA. 

Julian Goodman, NBC's Wash- 
|ington manager of news and spe- 
|cial events, will moderate. The 





coverage. 








Agronsky & Co.'s Cut-Rate Thriller 








By LES CARPENTER 
Washington, Aug. 19. 


Let the alarm sound: Washing- | 


ton’s three bicycling NBC “fire- 
men” are ready to hit the pole and 
go “anywhere, anytime.” 

This venturesome trio—led by 
veteran air-newsman Martin 
Agronsky—has just completed two 
of the most remarkable jobs in 
network tv, taking into account the 
outlay of time (little), money (lit- 
tle), work (lots) and imagination 
(lots) involved. The result was 
high quality. And the three are 
ready for more—listening for the 
alarm. 

The Agronsky team has shown 
twice that three men can go any- 
where in the world where major 
news is breaking, film a 30-minute 
interpretive show on the spot and 
have it on the network within a 
week or 10 days, all at a cut-rate 
price, 


Agronsky’s double proof has 
been seen on NBC's Sunday 
“Comment.” He hit the tv sets 


with an Alaskan show shortly after 
President Eisenhower signed the 
49th state bill, and he completed 
a report from Lebanon just after 
the U. S. Marines had landed. 

In accomplishing this, Agronsky 
and his two men—a cameraman 
and a soundman—travelled ap- 
proximately 35,000 miles and over- 
came obstacles which themselves 
would make thrilling tv entertain- 
ment. There were close calls 
with the dramatic impact of that 
blonde roped to the railroad track 
with the engine steaming full- 
speedahead. 

Within the Budget 

“I've been arguing for years,” 
said Agronsky, ‘“‘that a small team 
could cover news on the spot for 
tv wherever it happens. 


sive, 


|you let it cost too much. Let me 
show you.” 

NBC potentates, for obscure rea- 
sons of their own, won't give the 
exact figure on the two shows’ cost, 
guarding it something like the se- 
cret of a new missile. But one exec 
did say “Comment” will wind up 
| its 13 weeks within its tight $3,00U- 
per-show budget, although the 
Alaska-Lebanon shows obviously 
/ran a little over that. Economies 
will be made on others. 
| It was Julian Goodman, Wash- 
}ington director of NBC news and 
special events, who took the gam- 
ble on Agronsky, first with the 
Alaskan story which pleased every- 
one. He gave Agronsky the flexi- 
ble privilege of altering the 
“Comment” format, and the result 
was a semi-“See It Now.” 
| The Alaskan assignment took 
| Agronsky out of Washington for 
|}seven days. Back with his 30- 
|minute package, he had shot film 
|in more than half a dozen Alaskan 
|cities — including such unlikely 
| places as Unalakleet and Yakitat— 
missed airplanes at such crucial 
|times that it seemed everything 
| was lost, had a camera battery go 
|}dead under the most difficult cir- 
cumstances, etc, 

Baptism of Film Fire 

“We'll have trouble in the fu- 
ture,” he observed, “but I don’t 
see how it can be any worse.” 

To add to the complications, it 
|was Agronsky’s first film assign- 
|ment. All his previous work had 
|been done live. But his camera- 
man, Bradford Kress, is NBC’s 
senior man in Washington. 
| “I couldn’t have done it without 
|Brad Kress,” said Agronsky. “He 
|had the film experience I lacked, 
| and he felt like I did that we had 
|a challenge which couldn't be over- 
;come without being determined 
| that nothing was impossible.” 
| The third member of the party 


{attend George Washington U. Law 
| School the other nine months. 
The trio arrived back in Wash- 
ington from Alaska on Saturday, 
July 12. On Tuesday, the Lebanese 
crisis hit a peak. On Thursday, 
Agronsky, Kress and Willoner 
were on a plane headed for Beirut. 
Interviews With Toppers 
Ten days later, their show on 
Lebanon was telecast on “Com- 
|ment,” including interviews with 
|President Camille Chamoun; 
| Kemal Jumblatt, the Druce revolu- 
| tionary leader; Saeb Salaam, the 
|ber of other interest angles on 
|Moslem rebel leader; and a numn- 
|the Lebanon story. A bullet hit 
| within 10 feet of Agronsky dur- 
jing the Salaam interview. And 
|Chamoun broke a major news 
| story—saying American troops 
|could be withdrawn from Lebanon 
within 30 days. Agronsky, fear- 
ing the scoop wouldn’t hold the 
four remaining days, broke it for 
| NBC Radio immediately. 
The Lebanon film almost didn’t 
}make it back to Washington in 
time because of a monumental 
| goof by an airline agent in Beirut 
| who neglected to put it on the cor- 
{rect airplane. But quick thinking 
and a fabulous network of split- 
}second arrangements clicked. 
|There wasn’t five minutes to 
| Spare. 
The trio admitted complete 
| physical exhaustion after the two 
| Successive assignments — but all 
three are anxious to do it again. 
Agronsky himself on both as- 
signments served as reporter, edi- 
| tor, writer, commentator, producer, 
| director, transportation agent, sec- 
| retary, contact man for those to be 
| interviewed, shipping agent, fixer 
| with customs inspectors and idea 
| man. 
| “I also helped carry baggage,” 
he said. 
There were 250 pounds of it— 
|and redcaps are tough to find in a 








But I've | is Ronald Willoner, the soundman,| frozen Alaskan Indian village or 
always been told it was too expen- | aged 25, who works in tv only in| while 
To tat, I've said, ‘Nuts—j|the summertime to make money to | Beirut. 


the bullets are zinging in 


|bound book sales and from this 


| judges the next big tv trend will 


be mystery series. “The western 
series will continue as hot as they 
are now for the next three or four 
seasons,” Gruber says, “and then 
the mystery series, which already 
are showing up, will take over,” 
Westerns have never dropped 
too far in popularity, Gruber says, 
further explaining that, although 
science fiction is not as high as it 
was following the advent of the 
atomic bomb, it still maintains a 
leveled-off, restricted market. 


Gruber created both the “Wells 





, | Fargo” and “The Texan” te ri 
| convention this year will feature) g an” teleseries 


a half-day workshop on election) 


and now handles story consultant 
chores on the former. He’s cur- 
recently prepping two new western 


| Series and plans to roll pilots on 
; each later this year. “We hope to 


go on the air in January,” he ex- 
plains, “by capturing one of the 


| Casualty spots, probably vacated by 


a comedy or quiz show.” The writ- 
er predicts “the last of the comics 
will fall this season.” 


ABC Nabs Storer 
Ch. 13 in Toledo 


After being a CBS-TV prima 
for some time, the 10-year-ol 
WSPD-TV, Toledo, is switching its 
affiliation to ABC-TV. It’s a coup 
for ABC, since Storer’s Channel 
13 is the only tv’er in Toledo. 

It leaves CBS and NBC to fight 
it out for the affiliation of the 
markets’ upcoming second station, 
Another channel is expected to be 
built, but the sign-on date is un- 
determined. 

No clear reason was given for 
the affiliation shift by Storer 
which retains its Detroit, Atlanta 
and Cleveland CBS affiliations. All 
the Detroit stations, including th 
CBS affil, and WXYZ, the AB 
o&o, reach at least part of the 
Toledo market. Ironically, ABC is 
building a higher transmitter for 
WXYZ and, while the position will 
be northeast of the present downe 
town locale and hence farther 
away from Toledo, ABC said that 
it will give a stronger signal, ime 
proving WXYZ's Toledo coverage. 


Brit. TV, Screen Elections 
London, Aug. 19, 
Leigh Vance has been named 
honorary general secretary of the 
British Screen and Television Writ- 
ers’ Assn. Guy Morgan is the new 
secretary of the tv section and 
John Lemont is film secretary. 
These arrangements were made 
at the annual elections, when 
Frank Launder was named for a 
new term as prexy. J. B. Williams 
and Dudley Leslie continue as vice- 











presidents, Robert Evans as trea- 
{surer and Paul Tabori as interna- 
tional secretary. 
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British Com’l TV: Dramatis Personae 


ABC TELEVISION, Film House, Wardour St., London W. 1. 


Chairman: Sir Philip Warter. 


Deputy Chairman: Eric G. M. Fletcher. 
Managing Director: Howard Thomas. 
AREA: Midlands and North on Weekends. 





ASSOCIATED-REDIFFUSION, Television House, 


London W.C. 1. 
Chairman: J. Spencer Wills. 


Kingsway, 


Deputy Chairman: D. F. S. McClean. 
Program Controller: John McMillan. 


AREA: London on Weekdays. 





ASSOCIATED TELEVISION, Television House, Kingsway, Lon- 


don W. C. 1. 
Chairman: Prince Littler. 


Deputy Chairman: Nerman Collins. 
Chief Executives: Vai Parnell, Lew Grade. 
AREA: London on Weekends and Midlands on Weekdays. 





GRANADA TELEVISION, 36 Golden Square, London W. 1. 
Chairman: Sidney —. Bernstein. 
Managing Director: Cecil G. Fernstein. 


AREA: North on Weekdays. 








See (BC Board of Governors Axed 
With Advent of Independent Body 





Ottawa, Aug. 19. + 


Government approval of legisla- 
tion to set up an independent reg- 
ulatory board for radio and tele- 
vision broadcasting in Canada is 
expected next week. The legisla- 
tion, to be introduced this week, 
includes an official okay for the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to 
continue as is. 

The new setup will take from 
the CBC board of governors the 
powers of regulation and policy 
over all (CBC and otherwise) 
broadcasting here and leave it with 
only CBC to handle. 

It is current thinking in this 
capital city that the board will be 
eliminated entirely when the new 
body comes into being, and a board 
of directors formed to replace it. 

First chore of the new board will 
likely be consideration of broad- 
cast licenses for private - video 
operators in cities where CBS-TV 
has had monopoly holdings since 
Canada got into the medium. 


Italian $64,000 Question 
May Get an Answer: Axe; 


Rumor Row Busy in Rome 
Rome, Aug. 19. 

“Lascia o Radoppia,” the Italo 
televersion of the $64,000 Ques- 
tion,” until recently this country’s 
most popular video presentation, 
may wind up its long run here on 
Sept. 25. ‘Show has been rumored 
folding several times before, how- 
ever.) 

Grapevine has it that it would be 
replaced by a new variety show 
with which popular comedian 
Walter Chiari is slated to return 
to the Italo video picture this fall, 
or that a new quiz show {fs slated 
to replace “Lascia” should it be 
cancelled, this one also to be em- 
ceed by Mike Bongiorno. At one 
time, there was talk of replacing 
the popular quizzer with an Italian 
version of “Twenty-One,” but feel- 
ing lately is that the basic pat- 
tern of this would be too similar 
to “Lascia” and that therefore a 
different type of quiz show should 
be sought. 

Meanwhile, plans for the new 
geason appear to include a larger 
number of variety-comedy shows 

han before, thus making up 
or RAI-TV’s great weakness to 
date. Among these, would be a 
new hour show emceed by com- 
poser-singer-comedian Renato Ras- 
cel, and called “I Miei Ricordi 
(My Memories), said to be a Wal- 
ter Mitty-ish dream series. Also 
on the fall agenda: “Noi ei capi- 
amo” (We Understand Each Other) 
with actor-comedian Nino Tar- 
anto and the Cetra Quartet, plus 
the usual guest stints. 








‘Bid for Fame’ to Go Pro 


London, Aug. 19. 

ABC-TV will be networking its 
“Bid For Fame” talent show to 
London during the fall program 
schedules. In the past the program 
has been a showcase for amateur 
talent, but will now _ spotlight 
young professionals who haven't 
had a break. 





Good US. Comics 


Still Wanted By 
BBC: Maschwitz 


London, Aug. 19. 

Allegations that certain British 
newspapers are carrying out a 
smear campaign against the import 
of American talent on tv were 
made by Erie Maschwitz, BBC-TV 
chief of light entertainment. He 
also claims that the public has 
been misled about BBC-TV’s inten- 
tions in this direction. 


One newspaper claimed that the | 


invasion of British tv by American 
comedians was to stop. This, 
Maschwitz told VARIETY, was “com- 
pletely untrue.” Enlarging on the 
web's light entertainment plans, he 
said it was doubtful that the BBC 
would again import a complete 
show unit as it had done with the 
Sid Caesar series, but it would con- 
tinue to engage good American 
comedians as solo performers. 

He added that it was the aim of 
BBC-TV to give the best to its 
viewers, and while there were a 
considerable number of British 
topliners, all of whom were far 
from neglected and to a large ex- 
tent nurtured, this was only pos- 
sible with the aid of imported per- 
formers—especially American com- 
ics, many of whom ranked among 
the best in the world. 

Commenting on the Sid Caesar 
series, Maschwitz said he was ex- 
tremely satisfied. The ratings 
were satisfactory, and despite a 
somewhat shaky start, the show 
had gone from strength to strength. 


Brit. ABC-TV May Hit 
Cinemas With 2 Shows 
London, Aug. 19. 

Two ABC-TV programs are being 
eyed by the outlet as possible road- 
shows. They are “Oh Boy!” a big 
beat offering which features top 
British names of rock music and 
which has been. described as one 
of the loudest shows on tv, and 
“Bid For Fame,” a talent show- 
case. 

The idea is still at an early 
stage and no details have yet been 
worked cut, but it’s believed the 
shows would be featured at ABC 
picture theatres, 








POLITICIANS AND 


By NID EMBER 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 19. 

Argentina's radio and tv workers 
are increasingly downhearted over 
the undue delay in restoring them 
to a free enterprise, commercial 
system. 

immediately after the elected 
Frondizi government took over on 
May 1, politicians took action to 
cancel license awards made under 
the provisional government, on the 
pretext that Congress must be 
given a chance to probe what hap- 
pened when Peron nationalized all 
outlets as his own property. The 
politicians, of course, want to in- 
fluence future awards. Most ob- 
servers doubt whether a free en- 
terprise system can be expected 
until the Frondizi government. 
feels itself firmly in the saddle. 
There has recently been a revival 
of commandeering of radio time 
for government broadcasts, as un- 
der the dictatorship. 

Argentores, the Authors’ Society 
recently published a warning in 
this respect, defending a free en- 
terprise system, decrying any con- 
tinuance of a state monopoly and 
petitioning the government. to 
hasten legislation and award li- 
censes to private broadcasters. Ar- 
gentores wants legislation to in- 
clude insistence on 50% live talent 
in all programs, save those of hin- 
terland outlets where talent is not 
available; limitation of networ' 
hookups to reasonable proportions, 
to insure employment possibilities 
for local talent; censorship to be 
abolished entirely save insofar as 
concerns canons of morality and 
good taste. Argentores favors 
awarding licenses to cooperatives 
formed by present radic workers 
and limitation of taxes to 3% of 
gross advertising receipts. 

‘Not Responsible’ 

The Editorial Haynes, which 
Mundo, ran an _ advertisement 
pointing out that the Mundo has 
been entirely state-operated since 
July 8, and disclaiming responsi- 
bility for anything it broadcasts. 
The state absorbs its revenues, 
sells space, engages talent, broad- 
casts all news items and any ideas 
or opinions heard on its wave- 
length . are exclusively state re- 
sponsibility. The Editorial group 
demands restitution of its studio 
and transmitting properties. 

The state took over full control 
of the Mundo web on July 8, after 
announcers, actors and musicians 
staged intermittent strikes, pro- 
|testing against nonpayment of 
wages. They alleged that profits 
from operation of the outlet were 
used to cover losses incurred in 


(Continued on page 54) 


Canadian B’cast Corp. 
Makes Good, Gets Pair 
Of Seats in Commons 


Ottawa, Aug. 19. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
has become the first broadcasting 
body, radio or television, to be 
granted permission to use two seats 
in a House of Commons gallery, to 
take notes. This was granted by 
House Speaker Roland Michener 
when it was found that the con- 
stitution of the Parliamentary Press 
Gallery allowed only reporters for 
publications as members. 

Normally, note-taking, except 
mentally, is forbidden in any gal- 
lery of the House and no occupant 
of the public gallery is allowed 
even to read newspapers or books. 
CBC’s pair of seats are not in the 
press gallery but in a gallery here- 
tofore reserved for top civil ser- 
vants such as deputy ministers and 
executive assistants to cabinet min- 
isters. 

This gives the corporation a 
chance for first-hand reports on 
the business of parliament. To now 
it has depended on members of the 
official press gallery, using them 
on camera, on microphone and as 
newswriters. 








0-TV HOT SEAT 





hitherto owned and operated Radio | 


Brit. Sunday Sheet Raps ITA For 





Italo RAI Raises Wages © 
Rome, Aug. 19. 
| Employees of RAI-TV, the Ital-| 
ian television network (a govern-| 
|}ment subsidized company), have 
been granted a 10% wage increase | 
as of Jan. 1, 1959. Working hours / 
have also been re-set at 40 hours | 
per week for those on “continu-| 
| ous” working schedules, and at 45) 
hours per week for all those on} 
an irregular sked. | 
In addition, a settlement has) 
been reached regarding wage scal-| 
|ing during’ the current year, until 
| the new hike goes into effect. 
Agreement ends a long period of 
litigation and strikes on the local} 
telenet, which have resulted in can- | 
celling of several, important pro-| 
grams in recent months. Many j{ 
| kines had to be subbed at last | 
moment when personnel walked) 
out with little previous notice. 


| 








‘Silver Jubilee Of | 


‘British Radio-TV 


j A Star Showcaser 


London; Aug. 19. 


| The Silver Jubilee National Ra- 
do and _ “Television Exhibition, 
| sponsored by the Radio Industry 
;}Council from Aug. 27 to Sept. 6 
lat Earls Court, London, will mark 
|the first occasion, apart from the 
war years, that the BBC has not 
|fed tv programs into the network 
} from a vast studio site at the expo. 

The web has realized that it can 
do better by having a running show 
of celebrities before a continuous 
floating audience, instead of pro-| 
ducing programs before a _ re-| 
stricted number In a specially | 
built studio. Therefore, it plans to 
present stars of tv, radio, stage | 
and films at the rate of one every | 
10 to 15 minutes on a dais. Cecil 
Madden will be responsible for} 
the setup. 

Commercial tv, represented by 
Associated-Rediffusion and Asso- | 
ciated-TeleVision, plans to present 
the stars of most of their top pro- | 
grams of variety and drama in| 
“Television Wonderland,” a fea- 
ture designed to give the public a 
glimpse of new programs and 
serials to come. There'll also be a | 
spot for visitors to take part in 
panel games. 

Taking over the site vacated by | 
the BBC, because of its streamlin- 
ing, will be 45 firms representing 
the manufacturers of audio equip- 
meat for high-fidelity reproduc- 
tion of sound. This side of the in- 
dustry will be given a hall to itself, 
which in the past has been used by 
BBC for its exhibition studio, 
scenery block, dressing rooms and 
executive offices. Directional 
sound will play a big part in the! 
expo. 





CBC Presents Film Of 


Her Can. Tour to Meg 
Ottawa, Aug. 19. 
Edited from the nightly “Royal 
Visit Review,” coverage by film of 
Princess Margaret's month-long 
tour of Canada, a 35-minute film 
was presented to Her Royal High- | 
ness by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. as she boarded the aircraft | 
at Halifax for an eight-hour flight | 
to London. Presentation was made | 
by Thom Benson, CBC radio and 
video coordinator during the prin- | 
cess’ visit. 
Besides oa daily cover- 
age, live and telefilm, of the func- 
tions and events HRH attended in 
Canada, CBC wrapped daily film 
coverage in a 30-minute package 
each night after the 11 p.m. news. 
Lamont Tilden was commenta- 
tor for the films. 











| glian 


FAFE ENTERPRISE)  ‘Untairness On Com! TY Contracts 


London, Aug. 19. 

In two articles, W. R. Richard- 
son, editor of Reynolds News, a 
national Sunday sheet controlled 
by the Cooperative Society, has 
accused the Independent Tele- 
vision Authority of unfairness in 
its award of commercial tv pro- 
gram contracts. 

Richardson complains that the 
same groups that virtually control 
the British press, cinema and the- 
atre industries are now being per- 
mitted to dominate the tv net- 
works. He also accuses ITA of po~ 
litical bias in its contract alloca- 
tions. Richardson's bleat stems 
from the fact that Reynolds News 


| was part of a group which applied 


for the contract for the East An- 
glia station, but which was turned 
down in favor of a syndicate repre- 
senting local business and news- 
paper interests, entertainment 
groups and the liberal Manchester 
Guardian. The article accuses 


| those interested in the East Anglia 


station as ‘being ‘“‘non-Labor, to say 
the least.” 

Richardson revealed that, in ad- 
dition to Reynolds News, the un- 
successful* East Angelia group con- 
sisted of Herbert Wilcox and Anna 
Neagle, Woodrow Wyatt, Harry 


| Watson, a local farmer :and pro- 


spective Socialist member:of parlia- 
ment. Viscount Alexander of 
Hillsborough, a Labor and Co- 
operative peer, was chairman. The 
group also included 15 East An- 
443,000 trading members, every 
one a resident of East Anglia. 
Writes RichardSon: “There are 
usually three people to the house- 


| hold of each Cooperative member. 


The estimated viewing population 
of East Anglia is around 1,750,000, 
The majority of the viewing pub- 
lic would thus have had a direct 
financial link with their local sta- 
tion.” 

The writer points out that only 
two existing program contractors 
can be held to reflect some sort of 
Labor representation, Granada, 
controlled by Socialist Sidney 
Bernstein, and Associated Tele- 
vision in which the Daily Mirror- 
Sunday Pictorial group has a 22% 
interest. 

Richardson's conclusion in his 
protest about the allocation of the 
East Anglia program contract was 


| that additional tv channels, which 
| must soon be allocated by the gov- 


ernment should either be awarded 
to the BBC to use as its own com- 
mercial tv station or to some new 
publicly controlled body which 
will run commerciai tv programs 
and turn back its profits to the 
public exchequer. 





Associated-Rediffusion’s 


Staff Reshuffle Cued By 
Doncaster and Westmore 


London, Aug. 19. 
Associated-Rediffusion has made 
several new staff changes ani ap- 
pointments. The _ reorganization 


has come about as result of the 
decision by Cary! Doncaster, head 
of features, and Michael Westmore, 
head of light entertainment, to 
work for the outlet under contract 


rather than on the established 
staff. 
The new appointments name 


Peter Willes as head of light en- 
tertainment and advertising maga- 
zines from Sept. 15; Robert Stead, 


manager of light entertainment; 
Peter Hunt, features editor effec- 
tive Sept. 1; Margaret Walker, 


manager of the children's section; 
and Jean Barnett, manager of the 
schools section. 

Stephen. McCormack, assistant 
conirolier of programs (planning), 
under the new setup becomes re- 
sponsible for the work of the fea- 
tures and outside broadcasts sec- 
tions, while Guthrie Moir, as an 
assistant controller of programs, 


will be responsible for the schools 
broadcasting and children’s sec- 
tions. 
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Brand-new: “Colonel Flack” makes it possible for : 
local and regional advertisers to sponsor 39 bright | Toe s 
’n’ breezy half-hours never before seen on television. | / ? 


Different: “Colonel Flack” is “the only fresh comedy 
series to be put in syndication,” according to Variety. 





Audience-proven: “Colonel Flack” features the same 
combination of comedy and suspense that delighted 
millions of Saturday Evening Post readers for ten 
years, and stars the same team (Alan Mowbray and 
Frank Jenks) who won critical acclaim on the live 
network series, such as this John Crosby rave: “The 
suavest, funniest and-most adult Robin Hood around. 

7 Alan Mowbray may just have been born for this role.” 

* __— And the filmi series is even better! The Billboard sums _ 

up the pilot as “Topflight. :*all the earmarks of.a hit.” : 








7? For change of pace programming that’s both new and 
tested,.become part of this profit-developing picture. 


CBS TELEVISION FILM SALES, INC.@ 
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VaRIETY’s weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele- 


VARIETY -TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S. markets, covered 


over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. Tne Variety cnart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, in each 
market. Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (t) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 


WASHINGTON Stations: WMAL, WRC, WTOP, WITG. TV Homes: 511,000. Survey Dates: June 26- July 3, 1958. 


















































TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV.| TOP COMPETITION AY. 

RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM STA. RTG, 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) ........ WTOP 34.5| 1. Sheriff of Cochise (Thurs. 7:00) ....WRC......NTA 18.5 45/| (7:00 Final, Sports ..... WMAL 10.0 
2. Tales ef Wells Farge (Mon. 8:30-9) .. WRC 30.5 ?) News-John Daly ....... WMAL 10.3 
3. Restless Gun (Mon.. 8:00-8:30) ...... WRC 29.5| 2. Gray Ghosts (Sat. 10:30) ........... WTOP.... CBS 17.7 36 | Safeway Theatre ........ WMAL 13.5 
4. Wyatt Earp (Sat. 8:30-9:00) ......... WMAL 28.2! 3. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00) ...... WRC......U. S. Borax 17.2 44/City Assignment ........ WTTG 82 
5. Cheyenne (Sat. 7:00-6:00) ......... WMAL ~~ _-26.8| 4. Highway Patrol (Sat. 7:00) ......... WTOP.... Ziv 16.5 48| Grand Ole Opry ........ WTTG 85 
6. G. E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) .___ |. WTOP 25.9| 5. Badge 714 (Fri. 7:30) ccceccee s WTTG.... NBC 135  31/Rin Tm Tin ..........-. WMAL 125 
6. Twenty One (Mon. 9:00-9:30) .._... WRC 25.91 6 26 Mem (Sun. 6:30) ...........0...- WMAL....ABC 13.5 Seren Di. «ous cccens WTTG 7.9 
7. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WTOP 25.2| 7. Honeymooners (Tues. 7:00) ......... WRC......CBS 12.5 31/ {7:00 Final, Sports ..... WMAL 14.7 
8. Bob Crosby (Sat. 8:00-9:00) _...... WRC 24.8 |) News-John Daly ....... WMAL 150 
9. Real McCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) .....WMAL 23.5] 8. Studi» 57 (Tues. 10:30) ............. WTOP.... MCA >a ji... eee WTITG 172 
—| 9. Annie Oakicy (Fri. 7:00) ........... WTOP.... CBS 11.5 28) {7:00 Final, Sports ..... WMAL 11.0 

TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS AV. . | News-John Daly ....... WMAL 10.7 

RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG_|10. Paris Precinct (Fri. 8:00) ........... WTTG.... Guild 115  21| Jefferson Drum ......... WRC 15.2 
pene 11. Mike Hammer (Tues. 10:30) ........WRC......MCA 11.2 25 | Baseball att nance eee WTTG 17.2 

1. *The Price Is Right (M-F 11-11:30) ..WRC 12.4}12. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 6:30) ............ WTTG.... AAP 16.5 36) } 6:30 Spotlight .........WTOP 8.3 
2. +11 PM Report (M-F 11:00-11:15) ...WTOP 12.3 CBS News-Edwards ....WTOP 8.7 
3. Ranger Hal (M-F 8:45-10:00) ......WTOP 11.3} 13. Sea Hunt (Fri. 10:30) SORE Pe wy eee te WMAL.... Ziv 10.5 21| Person to Person ....... WTOP 13.5 
4. *Queen For A Day (M-F 4:00-4:45) ..WRC 11.0| 14. Sherlock Holmes (Mon, 7:30) ....... WTTG.... Guild 10.5 24| Haggis Baggis .......... WRC 15.5 
5. *R.K.O. Attraction (M, W 8:00-9:30) .WTTG 10.8} 15. Silent Service (Sun. 7:00) ow éu WE MEIIO. cw. 10.5 26 | Lassie Ag hee were. lg 15.5 
6. *Treasure Hunt (M-F 10:30-11:00) ..WRC - 10.6|16. San Francisco Beat (Wed. 7:00) .....WITG.... CBS 99 29 | Last of the Mohicans ....WRC 9.5 
1. +Pepeye (M-F 6:30-7:00) _.. PP er’. 10.5}17. Sherlock Holmes (Fri. 7:00) ........WTTG.... Guild 9.9 24| Annie Oakley .......... WTOP 11.5 
8. *News-John Daly (M-F 7:15-7:30) ...WMAL 10.0} 18. Frontier Doctor (Fri. 6:30) ....WMAL....Hollywood TV 9.5 28; Popeye .... oa dean WTOP 8.9 
8. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 4-5) .WMAL 10.0}19. Last of the Mohicans (Wed. 7:00) ...WMAL....TPA 9.5 28|San Francisco Beat ..... WTTG 9.8 
9. 7:00 Final, Spts., News (M-F 7-7:15). WMAL 9.83/20. Soldiers of Fortune (Fri. 8:30) .. WMAL....MCA 0.5 ee rere 2 WTOP 17.9 





MINNEAPOLIS—ST. PAUL __ Stations: KMSP, KSTP, WCCO, WICN. TV Homes: 385,200. Survey Dates: June 26-July 3, 1958 




















TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1, Death Valley Days (Sat. 9:30) ....... wcco.... U. S. Borax 25.9 59 | Jodeph Cottem ...ccccecs KSTP 11.9 

: : . 2. State Trooper (Tues. 9:30) .......... KSTP.....MCA 23.5 44| Mike Hammer .......... wcco 12.2 

S Pecan Gemss tahaa eandaas Were tae| & Gheelll of Cockine (Sat, 10:30) ....... KSTP.....NTA a. eee WICN 104 
3. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9:) WCCO 26.2| 4. Highway Patroi (Thurs. 10:30) ...... KSTP.....Ziv 17.2 G2) Chartie Chee ..ncccccese wcco 64 

4. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 7:00-8:00) ........WCCO 25.5| 4. Whirlybirds (Sun. 9:30) ............ KSTP.....CBS 17.2 31| What’s My Line ........ wcco 25.2 
ern dae tian Ghee, bab nestk. OE | aa g| & © Memevmeoners (Fri. 6:30) .........- WCCO.... CBS 16.2  36|Rin Tin Tin ............ WTCN 163 
fini . layhouse 90 (Thurs. 'B:30-10:00) ..._ WCCO 25.1| 8 Studie 57 (Wed. 9:30) ere KSTP.....MCA 15.2 28/U. S. Steel Hour ....c0.: wcco 15.5 
ar (Mon. 8:00-8:30) ....... KSTP 24.5| 7. Popeye (Mon.-Fri 5:30) ............ wcCco.... AAP 14.6 47| Mickey Mouse Club ..... WTCN 7.7 
8. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 7:30.8:00) ......WTON 245) 8, Harbor Command (Thurs. 9:30) ..... KSTP..... Ziv 14.5 26/Playhouse 90 ........... wcco 259 
9. Danny Thomas (Mon. 6:00-8:30 ....-WCCO 23.9 9 Badge 714 (Tues. 10:30) .........2.. KSTP.....NBC 142  44)Charter Boat ........... wcco 64 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 9. Waterfrent (Fri. 10:30) .........0¢- KSTP.....MCA 14.2 40| Dr. Christian ..........- wcco 9.9 

- -— - —_——  |}10. Looney Tunes (Mon.-Fri. 5:00) ..... Wwcco.... Guild 14.0 CBE Five TUM .i<ccceses KSTP 7.3 

1. +Today’s Headlines (M-F 10-10:15) . KSTP 28.1\11. Boots and Saddles (Fri. 7:30) ....... WTCN.... NBC 13.9 mei Meee GO .« csccevseses wcco 23.2 

Fe Gian we | ran | tt Sty King (Sat. 9:00) ............. ‘WCCO. ... Nabisco 13.7 61| Howdy Doody .......... KSTP 8.9 
3. HS Aang D. Moore (M-F 10:00-10:15) ‘'weco 146|13. Jungle Jim (Sat. 10:30 a.m.) ...WCCO....Screen Gems 13.4 OOl Andy's Gang. ..sccccesss KSTP 8.9 

4. *+Axel & His Dog (M-F 5:00-5:30) ...WCCO 14.0|14. Mr. District Attorney (Wed. 10:30) ..KSTP..... Ziv 13.2 44) Frontier Doctor ......... wcco 74 

5. +Weather, Sports (M-F 10:15-10:30) .WCCO 13.6/14. Sea Hunt (Mon. 9:30) .............- WTCN..... Ziv 13.2 DEI Ree... 5 si cuccekes Ki.7TP 18.2 

. Her pg Pay yy a gl va = Ee g| 2%  Chsco Kid (Sat. 11:00) .............. WCCO.... Ziv 12.2 78/True Story ........+e+0- KSTP 3.5 
8. *CBS-News-Edwards (M-F 6:15-6:30) WCCO 11.8|15. Mike Hammer (Tues. 9:30) ......... WCCO.... MCA 12.2 23|State Trooper .......... KSTP 23.5 

9. +News Picture (M-F 6:00-6:15) ..... KSTP 11.4'16. Amnie Oakley (Sat. 5:30) ........... ESTP..,...CBS 11.9 Oe TINE 5 was dceewew wcco 7.5 








CINCINN ATI Stations: WCPO, WKRC, WLW. TV Homes: 323,500. Survey Dates: June 26 -July 3, 1958 


TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | 




















1. Harbor Command (Sun. 10:30) ...... WLW-T... Ziv 20.9 46) What's My Line ......... WKRC 19.9 

1. Loretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10:30) ...WLW-T 28.2| 2. Highway Patrol (Sat. 10:30) ........ WKRC.... Ziv 18.2 GEt CBOE... v cccwccccecs WLW-T 15.0 
2. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30) ......... WCPO 26.5 |? Lattle Show ....ccecccss WLW-T 13.7 
2. Father Knows Best (Wed. 8:30-9:00) .WLW-T 26.5; 3. Whirlybirds (Fri. 7:30) ............ WKRC.... CBS 17.0 BE Te TW... coseweenes WCPO 18.5 
3. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00) ....... WCPO 26.2 | 4. Dr. Christian (Mon. 7:00) .......... WKRC.... Ziv 16.5 41|Tugboat Annie ......... WLW-T 125 
4. Real McCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) .....WCPO 25.9| 5. Studio 57 (Wed. 10:30) ............. WLW-T... MCA 16.3 401 U. S. Steel Hr. ....cccces WKRC 142 
5. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10:00) ..WKRC 25.5 | 6. Death Valley Days (Fri. 7:00) _.....WKRC....U. S. Borax 15.9 42| Outdoor Guide ......... WLW-T 11.9 
6. G. E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) ...... WKRC 24.9| 7%. Sheriff of Cochise (Thurs. 7:00) ....WKRC....NTA 15.5 ot ee eae. WLW-T 149 
7. Zerre (Thurs. 6:00-8:30) ........... WCPO 239| & 26 Mem (Thurs. 7:00) ........ccscee WLW-T... ABC 14.9 36 | Sheriff of Cochise ...... WKRC 15.5 
8. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) ...... WCPO Sat Oe ee COE, F500)... . kc ce cceccscven WLW-T... Official 14.5 ES Syren WKRC 11.2 
9. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) ...:...... WCPO SES) De. ee Gees CENTS. 7:30)... . cc ccccnes WKRC.... Ziv 14.5 ae Carems Boy .....ccccecta WCPO 16.5 
— 10. Mike Hammer (Wed. 9:00) .........WKRC....MCA 14.2 26! Kraft Mystery Theatre ..WLW-T 242 

TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11, Dr. Hudson’s Secret Jour. (Tu. 10:30) WCPO.... MCA 13.0 35| Comet Silver Theatre ...WLW-T 142 

_ 12. Annie Oakley (Fri. 6:00) .... ..WCPO.... CBS 12.5 41|Gold Cup Matinee ...... WLW-T 10.0 

1. 450-50 Club (M-F 12 noon-1:30) .....WLW-T 18.9|12. Tugboat Annie (Mon. 7:00) . WLW-T... TPA 12.5 31 ee. SOMO... . osenbe's WKRC 16.5 

2. +News-Grant, Wea. (M-F 11-11:15) ..WLW-T 15.3|13. Stories of the Century (Mon. 6:30) ..WKRC.... Hollywood 11.9 36 | {| News-Grant, Wea. ..... WLW-T 11.0 

3. ‘Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) ...WCPO 13.8 nis (NBC News .¢....ccccs WLW-T 11.3 

4. +News, Weather (M-F 11:00-11:15) .. WKRC 12.2; 14. Sky King (Thurs. 6:00) ...WCPO.... Nabisco 11.5 42' Gold Cup Matinee ...... WLW-T 8.35 
5. *NBC News (M-F 6:45-7:00)........WLW-T  11.0|14. Donovan West. Marshal (Tues. 6:30) .WKRC....NBC 11.5 40| { News-Grant, Wea. .....WLW-T 103 

6. +News-Grant, Wea. (M-F 6:30-6:45) ..WLW-T 10.9 SINms TUOWE c. in cccnces WLW-T 10.0 

7. “Price Is Right (M-F 11:00-11:30) ...WLW-T 10.8/15. Stage 7 (Wed. 7:00) .............4.. WKRC....TPA 11.2 32| Decoy ....... ccoccceeWLW-r 1458 

8. *Treasure Hunt (M-F 10:30-11:00) ...WLW-T 10.3| 16. Charlie Chan (Fri. 6:30) ........... WKRC....TPA 10.9 33 { News-Grant, Wea. ..... WLW-T 11.3 

9. This Is Music (M-F 6:30-7:30) ...... WCPO 10.0 NBC News ...........WLW-T 11.7 

10. *Tic Tae Dough (M-F 1:30-2:00) ....WLW-T 9.4|17. Foreign Legionnaire (Wed. 6:00) ....WCPO....TPA 10.7 38| Gold Cup Matinee ...... WLW-T 11.2 








BIRMINGHAM Stations: WABT, WBRC. TV Homes: 153,200. Survey Dates: June 26-July 3, 1958 




















TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 
1. Highway Patrol (Sat. 9:30) ......... WBRC.... Ziv 36.8 67\ J b 

1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ......... WBRC 463| 2% 26 Men (Fri. 9:30) ................ WBRC.... ABC 348 66/Thin | eden wor WAT 18s 
2. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9) .. WBR 443| 3. Harbor Command (Thurs. 8:30) ..... WBRC.... Ziv 32.0  52\Ernie Ford |..........WABT 293 
3. Undercurrent (Fri. 9:00-9:30) ....._. WBR 383| 4. Target (Thurs, 9:00) ............... WBRC.|... Ziv 318  60|Price is Right..........WABT 213 
4. Oh Susanna (Sat. 8:00-8:30) .... |... WBRC 378] 5. Silent Service (Fri. 10:00) .......... WBRC.... NBC 30.3 67|M Squad ..............WABT 148 
5. G. E. Theatre (Sun. 8:00-8:30) _..._. WBRC 373) 6. Whirlybirds (Thurs. 8:00) .......... WBRC.... CBS ee = «6... 5. cc accel WABT 198 
6. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 8:30-9:00) _..WBRC 368) 7. Annie Oakley (Fri. 6:00) ........... WBRC.... CBS 27.8  64|{ News, Sprts., Wea.....WABT 153 
7. Ed Sullivan (Sun, 7:00-8:00) ........ WBRC 365 1 NBC ‘News -. ....WABT 163 
8. I’ve Got a Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00) ..WBRC  36.3| 8. Boots and Saddles (Thurs. 9:30) .... WBRC.... NBC 26.8  60|Music Bingo |||....)-; WABT 183 
9. Playhouse of Stars (Fri. 8:30-9:00) ..WBRC 35.8| 8. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 6:30) ............ WBRC.... Ziv 26.8  57|Tic Tac Dough.......... WABT 203 
10. Millionaire (Wed. 8:00-8:30) ........ WBRC 348] 9. Sheriff of Cochise (Thurs. 10:00) ...WBRC....NTA 26.0  61|Damon Runyon Theatre..WABT 163 
10. Donovan West. Marshall (Mon. 6:00) .WBRC.... NBC 248 64) { News, Sprts, Wea.....WABT 135 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS ahead “ ian ) NBC News - WABT 140 
- . Last of the Mohicans (Tues. 10:00) ..W eee TPA 233  51/|Playhouse 60 .......... f 
1. +My Little Margie (M-F 5:00-5:30) ..WBRC 19.9/11. State Trooper (Tues. 9:30) ......... WBRC.... MCA 233 © «45 Wyatt Earp aakeauua 1S WABT HH 
> pom ny Ls A aa = =. 12. Favorite Story “detain sevcscocces bt ath o++ Ziv 22.3 53|Circus Boys .......... ite 19.8 
: I -F 5:45-6:00) ......... 4113. Amos ’n’ Andy (Wed. 6:00) .........WBRC.... Sprts., : , 
A Circle Gane AF 00 00) << WERE jut] 1 Ames Ande es oe ac “al iss 
. *Verdic ours (M-F 2:30-3:00) ...WBRC 15.4/14. Decoy (Wed. 9:30) .........secescee WABT. ... Official 213 44/US. Hour... ; 
6. NBC News (M-F 6:15-6:30) ........ WABT 15.3/15. Gray Ghost (Wed, 10:00) ........... WBRC.... CBS 20.3 53 | Pat Fowl — = 
7. +News, Sports, Wea. (M-F 6:00-6:15) .WABT 148/15. Inner Sanctum (Tues. 10:30) |... .. WBRC.... NBC 203 S6\Tracer .......'.....° °°" 163 
8. -Big Pavel (M-F 2:00-2:30) soley WERE 14.7 16. My Little Margie (Mon.-Fri. 5:00) ++. WBRC. ... Official 19.9  68/Fun at Five...|.°°°°""*° 9.5 
oe ouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) ... Y . Mr, District Attorney (Sun. 5:00) .... woos 18. eS age i 
10. *Art Linkletter (M-F 1:30-2:00) .....WBRC 13.5 vo SS SO [Mest The Prets....00.:.WAEE . IRD 




















Wednesday, August 20, 1958 


VARIETY 


TV-FILMS 43 








VARTETY -TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. 


VaRIETY’s weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Tele- 
pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S markets, covered 


over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Variety chart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, in each 


market. 


Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (+) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 





BOSTON 


Stations: 




















WBZ, WHDH, WNAC. 


TOP TWENTY SYNDIC. ATED ‘SHOWS 





AV. 


TV Homes: 878,100. Survey Dates: 4 Weeks Ending July 14, 1958. 


AV.| 






































TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. | TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DIS’ rRiB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
“]. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) ....... WNAC 372) 1. Whirlybirds (Tues. 7:00) ......... WBZ CBS 265  58|Combat Seargent ...... WNAC 125 
2. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30)....... WBZ 35.2| 2. Honeymooners ‘Sat. 10:30) ........ WNAC CBS 24.5 52/ Hollywood's Best ...... WBZ 12. 
3. Danny Thomas ‘Mon. 9:00-9:30).....WNAC 32.5| 3. 26 Men ‘Sun. 7:00) ............. WBZ ABC 22.5 49 Harbor .Command WNAC 18.9 
4. Playhouse 90 ‘Thurs. 9:30-11:00).... WNAC 31.4, 4 Highway Patrol ‘Sat. 6:00) ....... WBZ Zin 22.2 Le Re WNAC 19.5 
5. Groucho Marx ‘Thurs. 8:00-8:30) ..WBZ 31.2| 5. Frontier Doctor ‘Thurs. 7:00) ...... WBZ Hollywood TV 21.5 St 5 ee PE kb vi nedecess WNAC 93 
6. Father Knows Best (Wed. 8:30-9:00) WBZ 30.5 | — =e ) Sports Time ......... WNAC 9.7 
7. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WNAC 20.9| 6. Big Story (Wed. 7:00) ooo. WBZ Official 20.9 Sh |) WENN ve ceubedss WNAC 149 
8. Restless Gun ‘Mon. 8:06-8:30)...... WBZ RR A OE SS ee WNAC ABC 195 oth ou... Meer WRZ 13.9 
9. Climax (Thurs. 8:30-9:30) WNAC 294| 7. Death Valley Days ‘Fri. 10:30)......WNAC U.S. Borax 19.5 GE 1 5: SU © Sana c wees ctuecs WBZ 17.0 
10. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10:00). | .WNAC 28.9 | , . : fh Peer, eee WRZ 15.7 
= | 8. Silent Service (Fri. 7:00) .......... WBZ NBC 19.2 47 Badge 714 WNAC 182 
— | 9. Harbor Command ‘Sun. 7:00)....... WNAC Ziv 18.9 41/26 Men : , WBZ 22.5 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS AV. 10. Official Detective ‘Mon. 7:00)...... WBZ NTA 18.5 47|Dr. Hudson's S‘crt Jour. WNAC 132.2 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|11. Badge 714 (Fri. 7:00) .............. WNAC NBC 18.2 44 Silent Service : WBZ 19.2 
s 12. Great Gildersleeve (Sat. 6:00)...... WNAC NBC 17.9 43 Boston Movietime WBZ 18.2 
ein | 13. Federal Man ‘Wed. 10:30) .......... WBZ MCA 17.5 35 U.S. Steel Hr. WNAC 21.5 
1. +News, Wea. (M-F 6:45-7:00) ...... WBZ 16.3| 33. State Trooper ‘Sun. 10:30) ........ WNAC MCA 17.5 42 | Hollywood's Best WBZ 14.2 
2. +News, Wea. (M-F 11:00-11:15) .. WBZ 16.1/ 14. Sky King ‘Wed. 6:00) .............. WNAC Nabisco 17.2 45 | Boston Movietime WRZ 19.2 
3. +Boston Movietime ‘(M-F 5:15-6:30)..WBZ 15.415. Topper ‘Fri. 6:30) 2 WNAC Telestar 16.9 47, (| Boston Movietime .....WRZ 15.0 
4. *Mickey Mouse Club ‘M-F 5:30-6).. WNAC 15.3 | fe SL. 65> came ewes VBZ 14.7 
5. *Guiding Light (M-F 12:45-1:00) WNAC 13.1 1@ Frontier (Sun. 4:30) ............ WNAC NBC 16.7 GO 1G Se. 3 ks ce vaeneen WHDH 18.3 
6. “Search Tomorrow (M-F 12:30-12:45) WNAC 14.8 } Sports Corner WHDH soe 
7. “Love of Life ‘(M-F 12:00-12:36).....WNAC 14 3 17. Man Behind the Badge (Thurs. 6:30) WNAC MCA 16.5 44 | Boston Movietime .....WR®Z ; 983 
8. +Record Hop (M-F 5:00-5:15) .WBZ 13.5 | ewe, . WOO. »..<ssssee WBZ 15.0 
9. *tLate News, Wea. (M-F 11:00-11:15) WNAC 13.4\18. Ramar of the Jungle ‘Thurs. 6:00) WNAC TPA 16.2 7 | Boston Movietime .. WBZ 15.2 
10. *+Amos ’n’ Andy ‘M-F 5:00-5:30) WNAC 13.2' 18. Sheriff of Cochise ‘Sun. 6:30) WNAC NTA 16.2 46 Pleasure Pl'vhouse Mise. WBZ 14.9 
WT ° 
BUE FALO Stations: WBEN, WBUF, WGR. TV Homes: 363,500. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958, 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Silent Service ‘Sat. 10:30) .......... WBEN NBC 30.9 56 arbor Command inekn WGR 14.2 
2. Highway Patrol (Tues. 10:30) .......WGR Ziv 24.5 44 | Decoy ..WBEN 20.2 ~ 
i. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) oer -WBEN 41.2| 3. Sheriff of Cochise ‘Fri. 7:00)........WGR NTA 23.2 54, Last of the Mohicans....WBEN 11.2 
- ee oe Wak 38.2) 4. Mike Hammer (Fri. 8:30) ...........WGR..... MCA 22.9  38|Zane Grey ............. WBEN 215 
ry Broken Arrow (Tues. 9:00-9:30) _ _.WGR 394 | 5. Sea Hunt (Wed. 9:30) .. ‘ WGR Ziv 21.5 34 | I've Got A Secret....... WBEN 315 
5. Alfred Hitchcock ‘Sun. 9:30-10:00)..WBEN 31.9| 6. Decoy ‘Tues. 10:30) - = WBEN Official 20.2 35| Highway Patrol ........WGR 24.5 
6. I've Got a Secret (Wed. 9:30-10:00) . WBEN 31.5; 6. Men of Annapolis (Mon. 9: 30)... WBEN Ziv 20.2 36 | Featurama WGR 2f) Dw 
3. Omsle & Harriet (Wed. 9:00-9:30)....WGR_  30.2/ 7. Gray Ghest (Wed. 7:00) ..... seeee. WGR CBS 19.2 49/26 Men .......... woes... WBEN - “4 
7. Playhouse 90 ‘Thurs. 9:30-11:00)....WBEN 30.2 pe - | : . ° 
8 Lawrence Welk ‘Sat. 9:00-10:00).... WGR 29.7 8. Casey Jones ‘Thurs. 7:00) ...... WGR Screen Gems 18.9 51 Studio ee ivev.... WBEN 11.5 
8. Danny Thomas ‘Mon. 9:00-9:30). . WBEN 295\ 9. My Hero ‘Tues. 7:00) .. ineuead ae . Official 18.5 43} Annie Oakley .......... WBEN 16.5 
% Pat Boone ‘Thurs. 9:00-9:30) ........ WGR 29.5'10. Whistler (Mon. 10:30) ....... os WGR CBS 17.5 32|Studio One ...... a oe WBEN 19.9 
_ —/1l. Annie Oakley (Tues. 7:00) .......... WBEN CBS 16.5 Sime TO os ccccccee ° WGR 18.5 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Capt. David Grief ‘Sun. 6:00) ....... WGR Guild 16.5 CF Teen. is ss dawns cao e WBEN 10.9 
_ : ’ " : a ~, | 11. Death Valley Days ‘Mon. 7:00)...... WBEN U.S. Borax 16.5 42|Meet Corliss Archer.....WGR 15.2 
S Seeee Rept ET TE, 11didS). WORN 21-7111. Honeymooners (Sun. 10:30) ........ WGR .... CBS 16.5  29|What's My Line........WBEN 27.9 
3. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6:00) WGR 194 12. Popeye ‘Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.) .......WBEN AAP 15.8 68 | Eddie Cantor ..WGR 39 
4. +News-Poth, Wea. (M-F 11-11:15) ..WGR 16.2, 13. Laurel and Hardy ‘Sun. 4:30) ...... WGR Governor 15.5 53 | Youth Wants To Know WBUF 8.9 
5. *Amer. ———— eo aman 4-5)..WGR 15.9 ) Last Word .....-WBEN 7.2 
6. +Popeye’s Playh’se (M-F 9-9:30 a.m.) WBEN 15.8) 14. Code 3 (Fri. 10:30) ............... WGR ABC 15.2 27 | Pers son...... V 
7. *Art Linkletter (M-F 2:30-3:00) .. WBEN 14. 14 M a os A h (M 7:00) WGR Ziv 15.2 40 ns om hd Cage hi a =e 
7. *Trust Your Wife (M-F 3:30-4:00) | WGR 14, . Meet Corliss Archer ‘Mon. 7: ++. WG ziV ' ea alley Days..... 16. 
8. +Wea., Sp’ts Rev. (M-F 11:15-11:30).. WBEN 14.4| 15. Martin Kane ‘Thurs. 10:30)..... WGR Ziv 14.5 27 | Playhouse 90 .......... WBEN 29.9 
8. *Guiding Light (M-F 12:45-1:00) WBEN 13.4|15. Popeye ‘Sun. 8:30 a.m.) ............ WBEN AAP 14.5 100 No Competition 
SEA’ TLE Stations: KING, KIRO, KOMO, KTNT, KTVW. TV Homes: 258,900. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS . 1. Highway Patrol (Thurs. 7:00) ....... KOMO Ziv 22.9 43 |King’s Bing ......-.00+ KING 145 
~| 2. Sheriff of Cochise ‘Sat. 9:00)....... KING NTA 21.5 34|Perry Mason .......... KIRO 22.2 
1. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30) ........ KING enc) &. Gen Ge (epee. Fae «coc ss rcceces KING..... Ziv 21.2 35 |Father Knows Best... KOMO 20.5 
2. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00)........ KING 295, 4. Silent Service (Mon. 7:30) mm :) sae) es: 20.9 |) 2 eee ee KOMO 155 
3. Gunsmoke (Sat. 8:00-8:30) ... IRO 25.9\ 5. Search for Advent. (Mon. 7: 00).....KING.... Bagnall 20.2 37 i Bestiogs GER ...cccceves KOMO 17.5 
4. Broken Arrow (Tues. $:00-9:30). . KING 25.2\ 6. Badge 714 (Fri. 10:00) ewe .KING.. NBC 18.2 40 | Baseball .......... cove MINT 13.4 
4. Loretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30)...... KOMO 252| 6. Honeymooners (Sun. 6:30) .........KING.....CBS 18.2 41|Brothers...... oetees KIRO 14.5 
5. Disneyland (Wed. 8:00-9:00) ..KING 244| 7. Gray Ghost (Sun. 6:00) ..... a UF CBS 17.5 GR TEED. « + 6000000006068 KIRO 15.2 
6. Tales of Wells Fargo ‘Sun. 9: 30-10). -KOMO 242)\ 8. Big Story ‘Sat. 9:30) csnaneus ce Official 17.4 Ba eee THOR. .csccesends KING 17.5 
7. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) .......... ING 23.8; 9. Annie Oakley ‘Thurs. 6: | paecdedas KING CBS 17.2 47|§ Shell News ........ + KOMO 10.7 
8. Boxing (Fri. 6:00-$:45) ............ MO _23.7| , NBC News ....++++.-KOMO 11.0 
9. Lawrence Welk (Sat. 8:00-9:00) ..... KING 23.010. Last of the Mohicans (Mon. 6:00).... KING TPA 16.5 49 ; Shell News ...++++++-KOMO 10.3 
| it NBC News ..cceocees-KOMO 10°7 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS }11. Kit Carson (Tues. 6:00) ........... KING MCA 16.2 49|{ Shell News ..........-KOMO 93 
17 NBC News ..cccccess KOMO 10.3 
1, +tEarly Edition (M-F, 6:30-7:00) ..... KING 17.1| 12. Death Valley Days (Thurs. 8:00).....KOMO U.S. Borax 15.9 26) Zorro osscovcesccece MING 18.5 
2. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) ..KING 15.1| 13. 26 Men (Mon. 7:30) ............ ABC 155  29|Silent Service ..........KING 20.9 
3. +Cartoon Festival (M-F 8-8:30 a.m.) .KING 12.6|14. Target (Tues. 9:30) ........ Ziv 14.9 31|Pantomine Quiz ........KING 18.4 
4. +Stan Boreson (M-F 4:00-5:00) .....KING 12.1} 15. Studio 57 (Fri. 7:00) . sada N MCA 14.2 28 | Jefferson Drum ........ KOMO 15.9 
. tWorld Today (M-F 10:30-11:00) ...KING 11.7 | 16. Mike Hammer (Wed. 10:00) ........ N ..MCA 13.5 36 | Baseball ..........+000- KTNT 11.5 
*Amer. Bandstand (M-F 2-2:30, 3-4) .KING 11.2|17. Little Rascals (Mon.-Fri. 4: 00) : coneoo mare Interstate 12.1 45 | Movietime ............. KOMO 75 
7. *NBC News (M-Th 6:15-6:30) ......KOMO  10.7|18. State Trooper (Mon. 8:30) ..........KTNT.....MCA 9.2 16|Diamond Cup Hilites....KING 17.9 
8. +Shell News (M-Th 6:00-6:15) ...... KING 10.2} 19. Official Detective (Mon. 9:00) .......KTNT.... NTA 85 15|Diamond Cup Hilites....KING 16.9 
9. +tWunda Wunda (M-F 8:30-9:00) ....KING 9.5 | 19. Men of Annapolis (Sat. 6:00) ...... KOMO Ziv 8.5 26 Ranch Party .......... ING 12.5 
10. +Deadline* (M-F 10:00-10:30) ....... KOMO 9.1'19. Mr. District Attorney ‘Mon. 9:30)... KIRO Ziv 85 17 ‘Suspicion KOMO 17.9 











ATLANTA 


Stationss WAGA, WLW-A, WSB. TV Homes: 223,300. Survey Dates: 


June 26, 27, 28, 29, 30- July 1, 2, 3, 1958. 





TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 











1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) .......WA 40.2 
2. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WAGA 37.9 
3. G. E. Theatre (Sun. 9:00-9:30) ...... WAGA 34.5 
4. Phi) Silvers (Fri. 9:00-9:30) ........ WAGA 32.5 
5. Oh Susanna (Sat. 9:00-9:30) ...... .-WAGA _315| 
6. Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30) ......WSB 30.2 | 
7. Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9:00)........ WSB 30.0 | 
8. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10:00)...WAGA 28.2 
9. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30)...... WSB 27.7 
10. Father Knows Best (Wed. 8:30-9)....WSB 27.3 | 
| 

TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 

1, t+tAmos ’n’ Andy (M,W,F 6:00-6:30)..WSB 17.8 
2. +News, Wea. (M-F 6:30-6:45) ....... WSB 16.5 
3. *NBC News (M-F 6:45-7:00) ........ WSB 15.9 
4. *Guiding Light (M-F 12:45-1:00)....WAGA 15.6 
5. *Search Tomorrow (M-F 12:30-12:45).WAGA 15.5 | 
5. “Love of Life (M-F 12-12:30).......WAGA 15.5 
6. *Price Is Right (M-F 11- 11:30 a.m.). .WSB 15.0 
7. *You Trust Your Wife (M-F 3:30-4)..WLW-A 146 
8. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 3-3:30, 4-5)..WLW-A 144 
9. *Truth-Consequence (M-F 11:30-12).WSB 14.2! 


CLP PIAS we 


18. 


Big Story (Sat. 10:30) .. 


Highway Patrol (Fri. 7: 
Whirlybirds (Wed. 7:00 


Sheriff of Cochise (Tues. 


30) .vcccces- 
P ahesceneees 


If You Had a Million (Mon. 7:00).... 


Amos ’n’ Andy (M,W,F 


Badge 714 (Tues. 7:00) .. 


Boots and Saddles (Fri. 
Code 3 (Sat. 7:00) 


Casey Jones (Mon. 7:00) .. 


rere 


ne 


State Trooper (Thurs. 7:00) ....... 


Charlie Chan (Tues. 10:30).. 
Honeymooners (Fri. 7:00) 
Duffy’s Tavern (Tues. 9: 
Frontier (Wed. 10:30) .... 


26 Men (Fri. 9:30) .. 


Studio 57 (Tues. 10:30) 


Tugboat Annie ‘Tues. 


30) ..ccceee- 


eee 


Death Valley Days (Thurs. 6:30).. 


Abbott & Costello (M-F 5:30)....... 


. Official 


Ziv 
CBS 
NTA 


..-MCA 


CBS 

NBC 

NBC 

ABC 

Screen Gems 
MCA 

TPA 

CBS 

Guild 


.. NBC 


ABC 
MCA 
TPA 
U. S. Borax 


Sterling 


29.2 
26.2 
22.2 
21.2 
19.2 
17.8 
17.7 
16.5 
16.5 
16.2 
16.2 
15.5 
15.2 
15.0 
145 
13.7 
13.5 
13.2 
13.0 


12.9 


63 | Joseph Cotten ..........WSB 11.2 
56|Rin Tin Tin......6.....WLW-A 10.5 
50|Gray Ghost ....ee00.... WAGA 12.7 
42 |Badge 714 .....00......WAGA 17.7 
45|Casey Jones ....++++... WAGA 16.2 
48 Topper aces ae .... WAGA 11.1 
35 | Sheriff of Cochise....... WSB 21.2 
42 | Honey SE - ‘vvesvace WSB 15.2 
46 Saber of London WSB 10.9 
= rf You Had a Million WSB 14.2 

| Lone ETE Se WSB 20.9 
- | Studio a Wi + éi'sodbeeue WAGA 13.5 
39 | Boots & Saddles........ WAGA 16.5 
26 | Bob Cummings ........ WSB 269 
32/|U.S. Steel Hour........ WAGA 22.5 
27' Playhouse of Stars......WAGA 25.7 
32 | Charlie Chan ........+. WSB 15.5 
31 1Chartie Cham .sccsess- WSB 15.5 
31/§ News, Wea. ..cceee-:- WSB 15.7 

Re OWS Si wecedess WSB 15.3 
37 Popeye eccce WSB 12.4 
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THRILLING! 
COLORFUL! 
PANORAMIC! 


His orders from the President of the United States: 


|) “BE BOLDI BE ENTERPRISING! BE 
| RELENTLESS! MAKE THIS LAND A 4 


FIT PLACE FOR AMERICANS TO LIVE.” 
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VARIETY’s weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by Pul!se’s latest reports on 
feature films and their competition covers 155 markets. 
markets will be listed, with the 10 top-rated features tabulated. 

Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers in 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market huve been 
included in this Varrety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributor included wherever possible along with the title. 
te such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 


Each week 


Attention should be paid 


two different 


feature period and share of audience, 
of the feature and audience composition, t.e., 
have any children viewers, but its share of au 
time period. In the cities 
stripped basis utilizing the same t 
total number of showings for the week is given, 
the duplicated homes factor. 
for the particularly rated t 
tained. Under Time Slot, 


where stations sell their fe 


VARIETY- PULSE FEATURE CHART 


since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
dience may reflect dominance in that 
ature programming on a multi 
heatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
the total rating not taking into account 

Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
heatrical filmed show are as accurate 
S. O. stands for Sign-Off. 


as could be ascer. 
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BUFFALO 


TOP 10 FEATURE FILMS 


1, “SUDDEN FEAR”— 
Joan Crawford, Jack 
Palance, Gloria Grahame; 
RKO; 1952; Flamingo 


2. “THE INFORMER”— 
Victor McLaglen, 
Preston Foster; 

RKO; 1952; C&C 


3. “CITY OF CHANCE”— 
Lynn Bari, C. Aubrey 
Smith, Donald Woods; 
20th Century Fox; 1940; NTA 


4. “THE CASE OF THE VELVET 
CLAWS”— 
Warren Williams, Claire 
Dodd, Wini Shaw; 
First National; 1946; AAP 


5. “JOAN OF PARIS”— 
Michele Morgan, Paul 
Henreid, Thomas Mitchell; 
RKO; 1942; C&C 


6. “FOURS A CROWD”— 
Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, 
Rosalind Russell; 
Warner Bros.; 1938; AAP 


1. “NEXT TIME WE LOVE”— 
James Stewart, Margaret 
Sullivan, Ray Milland; 
Universal; 1936; Screen Gems 


8. “CAN THIS BE DIXIE”— 
Jane Withers, 
Helen Wood; 
20th Century Fox; 1936; NTA 


8. “IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER”— 
Ralph Bellamy, Betty 
Furness, Robert Armstrong; 
Columbia; 1937; Screen Gems 


9. “BULLFIGHTER AND THE LADY”— 
Robert Stack, Joy Page, 
Gilbert Roland; 
Republic; 1951; HTS 


CINCINNATI 


1. “APACHE ROSE”— 
Roy Rogers; 
Republic; 1947; MCA 


2. “LOST IN A HARUM”’— 
Bud Abbott, Lou Costello, 
Marilyn Maxwell; 

MGM; 1944; MGM-TV 


3. “DOUBLE EXPOSURE”— 
Chester Morris, Nancy 
Kelly, Phillip Terry; 
Paramount; 1944; 


3. “TWENTY MILLION SWEET- 
HEARTS”"— 
Dick Powell, Ginger 
Rogers, Pat O’Brien; 
First National; 1934; AAP 


4. “THE KISSING BANDIT”’— 
Frank Sinatra, Kathryn 
Grayson, J. Carrol Naish; 
MGM; 1948; MGM-TV 


5. “THE KID FROM TEXAS”— 
Dennis O'Keefe, Florence 
Rice, Buddy Ebsen; 

MGM; 1939; MGM-TV 


5. “IT ALL CAME TRUE”— 
Ann Sheridan, Humphrey 
Bogart, Jeifrey Lynn; 
Warner Bros.; 1940; AAP 


&. “ABSOLUTE QUIET”’— 
Lienel Atwill, Irene 
Hervey, Ann Loring; 
MGM; 193%: MGM-TV 


7. “THE UNHOLY 1tTHREE”— 
Lon Chaney, Lila Lee, 
Elliot Nugent; 

MGM; 1925; MGM-TV 


1. “JOHNNY COMES FLYING HOME” 
Richard Crane, Faye Marlowe, 
Martha Stewart; 
20th Century Fox; 1946; NTA 


TIME SLOT 


Featurama 
Mon. June 30 
9:00-10:30 p.m. 
WGR 


Twilight Theatre 
Mon. June 30 
7:30-8:30 p.m. 

WGR 


Saturday Playhouse 
Sat. June 28 
11:30 p.m.-S.O. 

WBEN 


11:30 Theatre 

Thurs. June 26 

11:30 p.m.-S.0. 
WBEN 


Family Playhouse 
Sun. June 29 
. 1:00-4.00 p.m. 
WGR 


Sunday Afternoon 
Playhouse 
Sun. June 29 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 
WBEN 


Operation Swing Shift 
Sun. June 29 
+ 11:15 p.m.-S.0. 
WGR 


Molson’s Friday Film 
Feature 
Fri. June 27 
11:30 p.m.-S.0O. 
WBEN 


Operation Swing Shift 
Sat. June 28 
11:30 p.m.-S.O. 

WGR 


Million $ Movie 
Sun. June 29 
10:30 p.m.-S.O. 

WBUF 


Gold Cup Matinee 
Sun. June 29 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

WLW-T 


Gold Cup Theatre 
Fri. June 27 
11:15 p.m.-S.0. 
WLW-T 


Sunday Theatre 
Sun. June 29 
4:00-5:00 p.m. 

WCPO 


Home Theatre 

Tues. July 1 

11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WKRC 


Gold Cup Theatre 
Sat. June 28 
11:15 p.m.-S.0 
WLW-T 


Gold Cup Theatre 
Sun. June 29 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WLW-T 


Home Theatre 
Wed. July 2 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WKRC 


Gold Cup Theatre 
Tues. July 1 
11:15 p.m.-S.0O. 
WLW-T 


Gold Cup Theatre 
Wed. July 2 
11:15 p.m.-S.O, 
WLW-T 


Home Thea 

Thurs. — 

11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WKRC 


Stations: WBEN, WBUF, WGR. TY Homes: 363,500. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 


PULSE 
AVERAGE AVERAGE 

RATING HIGH LOW SHARE 
18.7 21.3 14.7 32 
14.7 15.0 143 28 
14.5 15.0 14.0 42 
13.0 14.0 12.0 45 
12.7 15.7 LA 46 
12.3 13.3 11.0 46 
11.5 12.7 10.7 37 
11.4 11.7 11.0 35 
11.4 11.7 11.0 33 
10.7 12.0 9.3 25 


Stations: WCPO, WKRC, WLW.T. 


12.5 13.7 113 38 
10.9 11.7 10.3 41 
* 
10.0 10.7 9.3 37 
10.0 11.7 9.0 40 
9.7 10.7 9.0 43 
9.3 11.3 8.0 43 
9.3 9.7 9.0 38 
9.2 10.0 8.7 37 
9.0 9.3 8.7 37 
9.0 10.0 8.3 39 


AV. AV. 
TOP COMPETITION STATION RATINGS SH. 
Danny Thomas.......- oeceee ED acsnenes 29.5 47 
Men of Annapolis.......++++-- WBEN Aenea’ 20.2 36 
Studio One........ he ore ae WHEN .cccccsss 19.5 34 
Robin Hood.......scccceeees: WBEN ..00¢ ver 47 
Burns & Allem.....scesseseess WE coches: 23.2 40 
Operation Swing Shift— 

“It Can't Last Forever”.....WGR ... «-++-- 11.4 33 
pS er ee re re a ee 9.0 31 
Sunday Afternoon Playhouse— 

“Fours a Crowd” .....csceces WN iimvaen we 12.3 46 
Soccer RA Ares Went i petewers 8.4 29 
Family Playhouse— 

Ue gr ere Wee Shiwsdces. 11.4 42 
Weather, Sports Review......WBEN ......... 14.0 33 
Million $ Movie— 

“Bullfighter and the Lady”..WBUF ......... 9.5 34 
eR POOP rr Tar, WR veeeee ws 11.2 34 
Saturday Playhouse— 

MCU OF COE so ccdcncdes | (ee 14.5 42 
ot WBEN oye 50 
ee ee Weel sotvacse- 18.7 40 
Weather, Sports Review....... WEEN iccccess kee 38 
Operation Swing Shift— 

“Next Time We Love”....... WGR sie 10.9 39 


TV Homes: 323,500. Survey Dates: June 26 - July 3, 1958. 


Lone Ranger 
Cisco Kid 
Men of Annapolis 
Lassie : 


Home Theatre— 


“The Perfect Specimen”... . 


Sunday Matinee— 


“Kept Husbands”.. = ana 


Gold Cup Theatre— 


“Absolute Quiet”....... 


Home Theatre— 
“June Bride” 


Home Theatre— 
“Flirtation Walk” 


Gold Cup Theatre— 
“The Unholy Three”, , 


Home Theatre—‘Twenty 
Million Swéethearts” 


Home Theatre— 
“It All Came True” 


Gold Cup Theatre— 
“Mad Holiday”. 


ee oe 


re 


* 


00s RE be veesees 14.2 
ccc cE betoseses 10.2 
£009 ERD casesenes 10.0 
0 coy WES Vc ccccces 14.9 

Ws osess sone OS 
cote pence . ol 
0 ea 000s Sami 9.2 
eh rr 78 
- ++. WKRC 8.3 
-++» WLW-T . 9.0 
ee eee ee 10.0 
ae eee 9.3 
eee 8.7 
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37 
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40 


38 
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Inside Stufl—Radio-TV ‘Camera Three’ From a. a 
High Stool to College; Britain’s ‘TY Millionaires 
The news that a Scottish island was to be the first prize in a CBS Semtuienh time: Gaione NT tn 


giveaway show (“Bid 'n’ Buy”) provoked a leader .a the London Times. 
It was easy to understand the wrath in Caithness, the paper editorial- 
ized, at the news that a piece of Scottish soil was being given away 
“just as if the island of Stroma were a Cadillac, $64,000 ora trip to 
Honolulu.” Irish patriotism, the Times noted, was put through a 
mangle two years ago when a part of Killarney was sold to an Ameri- 
can real estate broker, but at least on that occasion “the levity of a 
television competition” did not enter into it and resentment was tem- 
pered by thoughts of the boost that dollar-earning beauty spot might 
receive. Nothing terrible had so far happened to Killarney, the Times 
added, and it was unlikely that anything terrible would happen to 
Stroma either. 

The change of ownership, the Times suggested, was hardly likely 
to arrest or to accelerate the depopulation of the Island, the number 
of whose inhabitants had dwindled in three years from 100 to 18.) 
Nevertheless, it was “galling” to have one of the familiar landmarks | 
turned into a giveaway prize for television, especially when the bene- 
fits of that modern boon had not yet been brought to the people of 
Caithness in any other form. a 

Robert Stivers, producer of “Bid ‘n’ Buy,” said on Monday (18) he 
had decided not to purchase the islagd due to Scottish and British 
protests. 





| 





. | 

Jack Paar quizzically observed on The Fitzgeralds’ WOR Radio noon- 
time interview Monday (18), “Where else in the world would you not 
be rated a success because you don’t earn over $150,000 to $200,000 | 
but with all my NBC-TV loot, which goes up from $2,750 to $3,000 a | 
week, plus the trimmings, it’s still below what I made when I did a, 
half-hour afternoon series for CBS. And there, as you know, I was a’ 
‘flop.’ ” 

Ed and Pegéen Fitzgerald, in turn, guest on Paar'’s teeveer next 
Wednesday (27). Once before she guested solo vis-a-vis Dody Good- | 
man, to whom she bears striking resemblance. 


| 





A new series of five-minute radio shows, produced for the U.S. Air! 
Force Recruiting Service, is being distributed nationally by Erwin) 
Wasey, Ruthrauff & Ryan. Titled “Out of the Blue,” the series fea-| 
tures disk talent such as Teddi King, Carol Bennett and Dick Hyman. 
First segment in the series consists of 16 five-minute shows, with 
others slated for distribution later. Aim is to increase the quality 
of recruits in this “new age of space.” 





There has been a sudden invasion of the Chi market by foreign 
sponsors, with three bankrollers from abroad making buys in the. 
same week. WNBQ, the NBC-TV o&o in the Windy City, posted a 
sale of two 15-minute sports segments per week to the Japan External 
Trade Recovery Organization for the Hitachi transistor radio, which 
the Japanese government is marketing here. The government of India 
bought a 13-week spot schedule on radio station WMAQ as a tourist 
lure, and the Assn. of German Broadcasters bought a weekly half-hour 
for 52 weeks on WBBM-FM to promote music from Germany. All 
purchases were made last week. | 





Recent Variety story on show biz saints, with accent on St. Clare 
as the patron saint of television, got chain-reaction on several fronts. 
A priest from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York, phoned Pegeen ‘& 
Ed) Fitzgerald, who mentioned -it on their WOR Radio show, that it 
should be St. Clare of Assisi. 

Mrs. Fitzgerald looked into it further and (1) found that the religi- 
ous goods store opposite the cathedral sold a replica of St. Clare of 
Assisi shown cradling a miniature Empire State Bldg., with its multi- 
ple antennas, to depict the tv medium. No. 2, she discovered, a dual | 
reason for this particular patron saint. One aspect is a paradox, in 
that the Poor Clares are a Catholic order of charity on a real poverty 
basis, which is in itself an anomaly considering that tv is among the 
richest segments of show Diz. But the basic phase of why St. Clare 
of Assisi was chosen as the patron saint of tv dates back to 1271 A.D. 
when she was so sick in the convent that she could not attend the | 
Christmas eve midnight mass, nonetheless, in her dreams, she not only | 
“saw” the mass but in her vision even saw it in its most resplendent 
colors, hence the analogy to television. 





CBS’ consolidated net income for the first six months of 1958 was 
$12,521,556, compared to $10,199,193 for the first half of last year. 
Current earnings are equivalent to $1.59 per share, against $1.33 per 
share for first six months of 1957. Net revenues and sales for first 
six months of this year totaled $201,433,378, against $186,798,814. 
Cash dividend of 25c per share on Class A and Class B stock, payable 
Sept. 12, were declared at the meeting of the board of directors. 





Earle Ferris, vet newspaperman and former radioty public rela- 
tions operator in Gotham, is recovering from a heart ailmert and 
will make his home henceforth at 801 Creighton Towers, Mobile, 
Ala. Medics released him from the hospital with orders to take 
it easy, but he doubts he can follow their instructions to the letter. 
“However, it’s a great relief to be so full of sleeping pills that even 
after years of being worried to death about losing accounts, I don't 
give a sponsor's damn who had the lead in Kenny or Gross,” he says. 





NBC has decided to stick with Goar Mestre and the CMQ Network 
in Havana, with which it has had affiliations for the past 15 years. Net- 
work had been considering a new affiliation with the new Channel 10 
station, CMTV, which will be getting some of the NBC product. 


CMQ has been buying two shows regularly from NBC, the Friday 
night fights, sponsored by Gillette, and the Game of the Week. Channel 
10 has committed itself to use five film shows, thus far, with poss.bili- 
ties of buying more from NBC, all of which will have Spanish dub- 
bing. They are “Frontier,” “Silent Service,” “Medic,” “Boots & Sad- 
dles” and “Life of Riley.” 





American Forces Network outuet in Berlin celebrated its 13th anni 
last week. During past year it presented top show biz personalities 
including Benny Goodman, Paul Douglas, Walt Disney, Stanley Kra- 
mer, Olivia de Havilland. Political figures included Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles and Secretary of Defense Neil McElroy. Network 
and productions originating in: Berlin included “What's Cooking” with 
Mary Jane Jackson; “American Music. Hall” and “Welcome Newcom- 
ers.” Station set a new mail record for the year with a total of more 
than 35,000 pieces received from German and American listeners. 





BBC-TV has broken through to nab a place in the Nielsen ratings 
for Scotland—and it did it with “The Perry Como Show.” But, says 
a Nielsen spokesman, this was not a true indication of the taste of the 
regular audience, as with a lot of folk on vacation a rating of 34% 
(which was registered for the program) was about normal for the offer- 
° ing but well below the usual average for the top 10. The last time the 
BBC was listed was back in April when there was an International 
Footbal! match between Scotland and England and the state web topped 


|symbolic piece of stage property. 


| stool 
|chair, in Herridge’s opinion, be- 


| stool was masterfully employed by 





the list with 81%. 


Herridge’s Handy Symbe! 


Once upon a time there were 
three stools, a high stool measur 
ing 36 inches; a middle stool, 24 
inches, and a small stool, 18 inches. 
Without these stools, Robert Her- 
ridge, guest producer of “Camera 
Three” on CBS-TV, said the other 
day, a goodly number of tv pro- 
ductions would be left high and 
dry and without a highly useful 


The stool, it appears, means all 
things to all people, but on “Cam- 
era Three,” which practically in- 
vented the stool, it takes on added 
significance. Obviously, the stool 
is a different thing to Frank Sin- 
atra, a great exponent of the 
naturalistic or realistic stool schoc! 
of thespianism. Sinatra uses it 
merely to sit on, but on “Camera 
Three” it can represent anything 
from power to poverty and from 
birth trauma to voyeurism. 

Herridge insists it is the handi- 
est thing around the studio, no 
matter how much money or how 
little the production buget. It has 
been one of “Camera Three” main- 
stays since the program hove into 
sight five years ago and proceeded 
to win an abundance of awards for 
its creative subject matter. The 
is vastly superior to the 


cause it permits an actor more 
freedom to talk, to gesture, and 
superb evidence of its theatrical 
value was fully realized in a Her- 
ridge “Camera Three” production 
of “Hamlet” wherein the high 


the King; the middle stool by 
Prince Hamlet, and the low one by 
the Queen. 

Current “Camera Three” produc- 
tions are taped on Saturday af-; 
ternoons, which, in Herridge’s | 
opinion, provide the performer a| 
better acting period. “It is tough 
on an actor to ask him to emote 
on a Sunday morning, or any morn- 
ing, for that matter,” Herridge 
said. “Also, we feel the ‘tape’ | 
show is, in essence, a ‘live’ show 
since it is done without a break.” 

The lineup of properties Her-| 
ridge is presenting during his cur- | 
rent return engagement as guest 
producer is typical of what “Cam- 
era Three” has been doing since 
its inception as an experimentai | 
educational feature. Origifially a 
local show, it went.network after 
two and a half years of local en- 
thusiasm, although the program 
continues to be produced and di- 
rected by the WCBS-TV (N.Y.) 
Public Affairs Dept, presided over | 
by Clarence Worden. 


CHI’S WBBM-FM LURES 
ITS 1ST SPONSORS (5) 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

WBBM-FM, the CBS outlet here, | 
crashed through the commercial | 
sound barrier last week by racking 
up five substantial sales, three of | 
them ey national sponsors. The 
quintet of buys is the first business 
posted by the FM’er since it went 
to solo operation exactly a month 
ago with promises of making big 
noise for the stepchild electronic 
medium. 

Assn. of German Broadcasters 
bought a weekly half-hour show 
for 52 weeks starting Aug. 25; 
Sinclair Refining ordered 25 an- 
nouncements a week for the re- 
mainder of the year; and Hudson 
Vitamin Corp. signed for nine 
newscasts a week for 13 weeks, 
subject to renewal. Local pur- 
chases were made by Bercraft Hi- 
Fidelity, which bought 56 an- 
nouncements per week, indefinite- 
ly, and by Electro-Sonic Service 
for six spots a week over 13 weeks. 
The half-hour show for the Assn. 
of German Broadcasters will fea- 
ture music by contemporary Ger- 
man composers and will be nar- 
rated in English. 

By the station's ratecard, the 
sum of the five buys is nearly 
$10,000, although it’s expected that 
as pioneer clients all five received 
discounts. 











Louisville—Parker Smith, WGRC 
sales manager, and who for 10 
years was commercial manager of 
WKYW, has joined WVJS, Owens- 
boro, Ky., as commer¢ial manager. 
He succeeds John Rutledge, who 
becomes prez and g.m. of WHOO, 
Orlando, Fla., recently purchased 
by Garvice Kincaid and Don Hor- 
ton of Lexington, Ky. Earl Fisher, 
program director at WVJS, will 
take over assistant g.m. and p.d. 








. 
Rediffusion, for example, consti-,in carrying the torch in a big way 
tute Britain’s new set of million-| for the practically cecimated U.S, 





here for your sales pitch, as a 
newspaper operates, and the client 
has nothing to do with the program 


| “Royal Family’ 





aires. That's because the viewer | live hour dramatics, and within the 
actually yens those bunched-to-| span of a single week one had the 
|gether “messages” (there are no/| choice of a wide range of attrac- 
“sponsors” in the accepted U. S.| tions ranging from the aforemen- 
sense; they merely sell you space|tioned “Traveling J.ady” and 


(both shown on the 
same night), to Arthur Machen's 
“Home Is the Hero”; Jaines Bridie's 


| “Daphne Laureola,” starring Diana 
| Churchill, and a tv original “The 
| House Opposite.” 
So-So ‘Lady’ and ‘Family’ 
Both “Traveling Lady” and 
“Royal Family” can be rated as no 


content). The whole jdea is still 
comparatively new to Britishers— 
and more often than not the same 
ingenuity that goes into the mak- 
ing of U. S. commercials, particu- 
larly in the area of animation, per- | 


tains here. ‘ better than fair-to-middlin’ Kraft 
Queueing Up | Theatre. The performances in both 

As a result, the advertisers are were adequate idcspite the incon- 
pushing each other out of line try- gruity of British-accented Texar) 
ing to get in. Which makes every- | jn “Lady”). The physical mountings 
body happy—notably ‘the program and trappings were comparable to 
contractees, and the audience | U.S. production niceties, but there 
(polls today show that 65° of the|the comparison ended. Whatever 
British people prefer commercial | merit the Kaufman-Ferber “Royal 
tv to the veteran BBC sustaining | Family” once possessed, it was 
channel). | stripped bare in this lackjustre 
If Parnell, Grade and their as-| presentation. The performers talked 
sociates never had it so good, it’s| lines without even the remotest 
beeause of those spiraling profits, | awareness of what the Cavendish 
Last year they made $10,000,000; | clan implied and the zaniness, the 
this year they'll go even beyond | spirit and the excitement inherent 


| watching tv back home 


| skein 
| “Parade of Stars” (a British varia- 
t 


| theme). 





post, 


that figure. That's a lot more than | 
Leonard Goldenson & Co. made} 
out of American Broadcasting last | 
year and perhaps matches the prof- 
its of NBC (without any of the at- 
tendant headaches or multiplying 
problems of the U. S. networks). 
Perhaps even more remarkable is 
the status of Associated-Redif- 
fusion, which only a year ago was 
in the red but now appears headed 
for close to $9,000.000 profit—and 
the beauty of it is that it stems 
from a $1,400,000 operational base. 

While in the U. S. the three ma- 
jor networks, now embarking on 
the second decade of bigtime com- 
mercial tv, are confronted with 
ever increasing problems and anx- 
ieties in trying to split the snonsar 
melon three ways, here in Britain | 
the ATV-inspired commercial set- 
un is flourishing as never before. 
What makes ¥ all the more aston- 
ishing is that watching tv in Brit- 
ain is hardiy anv different than 
The simi- 
larity in audience taste is one of 
the cross-the-board phenomenon of 
transatlantic show biz. Take aSun- 
dav schedule. for example. On 
BBC it’s the Burns & Allen show: 
“I Married Joan”; the George 
Kaufman-Edna Ferber “Roval 





| Family” as the live dramatic offer- 


ing: on the ATV commercial chan- 
nel it’s “Wyatt Earp,” Jackie Glea- 
son's “The Honeymooners.” “T 
Love Lucy.” “Highway Patrol,” 
and an hour live dramatic nresen- 
taiton of Horton Foote’s “Travel- 
ing Lady” with Kim Stanley in 
the lead. Also on the commercial | 
there’s Bernard Delfont's 


ion on the Ed Sullvan vaudeo 
On installment viewed, 
Georgia Gibbs bowed out of the 
presentation at the last moment 


| due to illness, with London music 


hall artists Ann Shelton subbing. 
Cross-the-Board Faves 

Or take Btome of the Monday 
faves, reading left to right: “Sher- 
iff of Cochise,” the No. 1 Nielsen- 
rated “Wagon Train.” Or Tues-| 
day’s “Tugboat Annie,” “To Tell 
the Truth,” the “Bob Cummings | 
Show,” the newly-arrived “Verdict 
Is Yours.” Or Wednesday's “Ad- 
ventures of Long John Silver,” | 
“I’ve Got a Secret.” “Verdict—Is 
Yours” (this one’s done on three 


consecutive nights weekly); or 
Thursday’s “The Grey Ghost,” 
“Twenty-One.” “San Francisco 


Beat” (ne “The Lineup”). On Fri- 
davs “The Last of t®e Mohicans” | 
and “Cisco Kid" and Saturdays 
“Charlie Chan,” “Cheyenne” and 
the reactivated “Can Do” which 
didn’t make it, on NBC. And these, 
mind you, represent only a partial 
list in the continuing stream of 
N. Y.-to-London entries. 

As a matter of fact, the British 
powers that be are growing in- 
creasingly alarmed over the influ- 
ence being exercised by American 
tv on the British viewers and only 
in the past few weeks threats have | 
come out of Parliament to try and 
do something about it. Whether this 
will be good. or bad for the British 
tv medium remains to be seen, for 
it's notably in the area of live pro- | 
gramming that one senses the 
inadequacies. and _ uncertainties, 
judged by the best in U.S. stand- 
ards, in the Britishers’ approach to 
tv. True, the Britons are putting 
on a display of exemplary conduct 


in the theatrica) troupe was lost 
on this British interpretation, 

The same qualms pertain to the 
bigtime vaudeo presentations, such 
as the Saturday Night Speciacular, 
Jack Hylton’'s display and the Sun- 
day Night Bernard De'font entry, 
counterparts ef the Ed Suliivan- 
Steve Allen-Dinah Shore-Perry 
Como school ef hourly musical at- 
tractions, but lacking in any at- 
tempt to gear the shows to strictly 
tv values. 

‘Commendable’ Commercials 

Whatever the distinction between 
“advertising messages” and “spon- 
sors,” it pretty much adds up to 
the same—six minutes of plugs per 
hour, except that, in bunching 


| three, four or even five together 


at intermissions, there is seldom 
the feeling of commercial intru- 
sion here, The p'ugs are completely 
divorced from the program and if 
only for the fact that it at no time 
invites performer participation or 


| integrated commercials, the pattern 


is whelly commendable. In fact, 
there are those in high places here 
who recommend it to the aitention 
of the U.S. networks in eliminat- 
ing current abuses in Yank tele- 
vision and as a possible panacea 
for the economic woes confronting 
NBC, CBS and ABC. 


Apparently, too, film interests 
|here are more alerted to the tv 
ascendancy and  handwriting-on- 
the-wall than their American 
brethren, as witness Sidney and 
Cecil Bernstein's Granada Tele- 


vision, which is now a healthy and 
going concern in the commercial 
tv sweepstakes; or the Associated 
British Pictures Corp, ownership 
of ABC Television which programs 


for the Midlands and the North 
on weekends ‘with Warner Bros, 
holding a 37'2°o stake!; or the 


|J. Arthur Rank partnership in the 


upcoming Southern TV link, or 
again Romulus Films moving into 
the East Anglic commercial linhy 
bowing next season. What took 
the American film enterpreneurs 
six or seven years to learn they're 
finding out from the _ inception ’ 
here. 
At Home Abroad 

There’s a kidding-on-the-square 

footnote to the “As I was walking 


‘down Bond St.” refrain. As likely 
as not if it’s not Arthur (‘A.C.) 
Nielsen you encounter, then it's 


Sydney Roslow of Pulse, also en- 
tenched with London offices; or a 
Merle Jones, the CBS o & o prez, 
here to take up on behalf of CBS 
Film Sales where only recently his 
NBC-California National rival, 
Earl Rettig, left off. Or you might 
encounter an Edgar Peterson ‘ex- 
“Climax”) here on behalf of CBS- 
TV to incept the new “Invisible 
Man” series; or a Jerry Adler, of 
NBC, who is winding up 18 months 
of British-U.S. co-oproduction ac- 
tivity to return to N.Y. home base* 
for legal duties under Tom Irwin. 

But right now, commercial tv in 
Britain is red hot. Depending on 
whieh night you're watching, it's 
(1) not better or no worse than 
U.S. tv; (2) perhaps somewhat in- 
ferior in quality and overall en- 
tertainment. But the British peo- 
ple leve it—and probably will con- 
tinue loving it until, as in the U.S, 
that 10-year-after resignation ‘or 
maybe it’s boredom) sets in. 
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Other Official Films available for strip programming: 


Star Performance...153 programs « Cross Current / Dateline Europe/ Overseas Adventure /formerly. Foreign Intrigue... 
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even 


for MY 
TITLE 
MARGIE 


174 stations have made tremendous profits with strip 
programming! Even in its fourth, fifth, sixth — or seventh run, 
“My Little Margie” has topped leading network, syndicated 
and local shows...a top money-maker for every station 

that has bought it. 126 sparkling episodes available. 








Ratings prove “My Little Margie” is still No. 1! 


Houston-Galveston . . . 6:00 PM... 23.8 A.R.B.... 5th Run 
Against “World At. Large” / “Newsreel” Av. 14.7, 

“TV News” & “ABC News” 11.2 

New Orleans . . . 4:30 PM... 22.1 A.R.B.... 4th Run 
Against “American Bandstand” 12.4, “Four Most Features” 8.1 
-St. Louis... 4:30 PM... 18.2 A.R.B.... 4th Run 

Against “Gil Newsome” 3.7, “Do You Trust Your Wife?” 3.5 
Birmingham . . . 5:00 PM ... 18.3 A.R.B.... 3rd Run 
Against “Fun at Five” 12.0 

Buffalo .. . 10:00 AM... 13.5 A.R.B.... 4th Run 

Against “Garry Moore” 6.1, “Arlene Francis” .7 


Call the leader 
in strip 
programming 









REPRESENTATIVES: 
Atlanta *« Atwood 9610 


MS Beverly Hills * Crestview 6.3528 
THX 3 Chicago * Dearborn 2-5246 
Cincinnati ¢ Cherry 1-4088 
\ ATT] Dallas * Emerson 8-7467 
Wy Fayetteville * Hillcrest 2-5485 
Ft. Lauderdale * Logan 6-1981 


OFFICIAL FILMS, INC. Minneapolis ¢ Walnut 2-2743 


25 West 45 St., New York San Francisco * Juniper 5-3313 
PLaza 7-0100 St. Louis ¢ Yorktown 5-9231 
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‘Helena Rubinstein Buys 


WFIL's AlL-Nite ‘Red Ink Successes’ : WABC-TV ‘Weather’ Strip 


Helena Rubinstein, which spon- 
4++4#4+4 |sored Sid Caesar last season on 
nis, graduations and “get w "| ABC-TV, has entered spot tv in 
ove B are also er . . | New York. Cosmetic company has | 

s h na oa |}bought the entire Janet Tyler} 
the all-night shows on WFIL-TV ponsors have included Max! jicshttime “Weather Girl” strip on| 


have been “Red Ink Successes,” | Factor, General Electric, : auto | WABC-TV. } 
: | agencies, Alcoa, Stanley Warner | : —— 
according to Roger W. Clipp, vee- Theatres and food firms. WFIL-TV|. The show, which has always | 


pee of the radio-tv division of Tri- | is sole all-night tv station. | asataing SS eS ee 
ansle-Publicatgms. | with John Dalygawill be taking the | 

This term applies, the exec said, | NAB’S OGLE TO KENS |10:45-10:55 p.mf slot, right after | 
although the night telecasts may San Antonio, Aug. 19. | Daly's new 10:30 night anchorage. | 
operate in the black some weeks. Albert D. Johnson, general man- Rubinstein begins sponsorship of 
Their public service values more! ager of KENS and KENS-TV, has the four-a-week weather program 
than make up any deficit the sta-| named Barney Ogle as assistant Sept. 15. (Wednesday night is 
tion incurs. | general manager of KENS. blocked off by the network fights. ) 


Thousands of — have rem Ogle comes here from the sta- Pa 
received from off-shift workers,| tions relations department of the 
hospital staffs, firemen, farmers | National ‘fase. of Dosedeasters. Pabst-Lipton WDAS Pact 
and others whose duties end when | Philade’phia, Aug. 19. 
tv stations previously had been off | Pabst Brewing and Lipton Tea 
the air. | eae ayia A aes ea have made longtime contracts with | 

Vorki thi . associate for the Educational Tele-| WDAS, using Philly’s top Negro 
+ ee le oes | ee and Radio Center, Ann|station as their main advertising 
Bees nage nt vere i ~ | Arbor, Mich., completed his one-| media. Campaign will be directed | 
service announcements were 1iN-/ year assignment with the organiza- | “ jal 600 
jected at all breaks, along with|tion and has returned North to at this special 600,000-listener mar- | 
five-minute news summaries. Per- | resume his duties as associate pro- | ket. | 
sonal touch isn’t forgotten. Birth- | fessor of radio and tv at the U. of| Agency is Robinson, Adelman & | 


POOH +OOee 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 
) Since their preem in February, 

















WTOP BUYS 360 MCA 
PAR PIX FOR $700,000 


WTOP, Washington, bought 360 
pix out of the Paramount library 
for about $700,000. Duration of 
the licensing agreement basically Washington, Aug. 19. 
runs six years. The AFL-CIO will begin pro- 

The CBS affiliate selected such |duction soon of a weekly 15-min- 
titles as “For Whom the Bell/jute television film series for pub- 
Tolls,” “Lost Weekend,” “Going | lic service, with the first to become 
My Way,” “Lives of a Bengal | available about Nov. 1. 

Lancer,” and the various Bob) The series, called “Americans at 
Hope “Road” cinematics. MCA/Work,” will portray “American 
TV, distributing the 700 Para-|workers on the job in this rapid 
mount pix, can sell off the remain- | age of scientific and technological 
der of the library to another tv |changes, usirte all their skills and 
outlet in the market. Deal marks |training to keen the wheels of 
the first less-than-library agre€-| american industry rolling.” AFL- 
ment inked by MCA TV in the C76 secretary-treasurer William F. 
U. S: All told, MCA TV now haS | conniizler said. 

spread the Paramount pix in seven! 441) of us” he added, “are in- 


AFL-CIO Vidpix 
In Pub-Serv Slots 








markets. ‘terested in our own jobs. But all 
|of us are curious, too, as to what 

Greensboro, N.C. — Neal _L./|the other fellow does; how he does 
Tatum of Charlottesville, Va., has jit; what cont-ibution do we all 
announced “he is buying radio sta-|mzke in the wor’chops, factories 


tion WCHV there, —, ap- land mills.” 

proval by. the FCC. The price was | schnitzle , ; ar 

not disclosed. Lp a said the tv films will 
be offered to siations throughout 


Tatum, originally of Elizabeth- | spe country Seige 
town, N. C., has been employed te a for use on public serve 





— 


day announcements, wedding an- Wisconsin. ‘Montgomery. 


by the station in recent months. : 
Contract for the production of 








. 








How TV Guide’s 16 rating can 


insure a high rating for your show 


Across the nation, one TV family in six 
reads TV Guide magazine (circulation base 
614 million as of October 4). In itself, that 
is the equivalent of a 16 rating. 
Consistent advertising of your pro- 
gram in TV Guide magazine is your best 
insurance of both high ratings and high 
sponsor identification. For TV Guide 
readers look at the magazine before they 
turn on their set. Each reader, on the 
average, reads it five times each day. 


with your station 
circulation. 


Best-selling weekly magazine in America 





You get not just one but many chances to 
build the interest of millions of families in 
your show and your stars. 

With TV Guide’s 50 regional editions, 
you can mesh your advertising perfectly 


TV Guide is the national watchword. 
And—note this well—it is as valuable for 
advertising your products as your programs, 


A WEEKLY MAGAZINE .:.A DAILY neert 
‘ i ee 


\ lthe films has been awarded to 
| Norwood Studios here, Schnitzler 
said. Milton [Murray, one-time 
|American Newspaper Guild presi- 

| dent, will be television coordinator 
for the project. George Craig, 
former assistant director of organ- 
ization for AFL-CIO, will be in 
charge of contacting tv stations 
about the series. 





Sportscasts Toreh To 
Sell in M-ls., So WTCN 
Is Curtailine Schedule 


Minn-*~olis, Aug. 19 

WTCN, local ABC television and 
radio station outiet which recently 
came under Time ownership, will 
drastically curtail its sports pro- 
gramming after the current base- 
ball season. 

The reason is that! such shows 
are becoming increasingly more 
difficult to sell generally in this 
market and because it’s’ necessary 
to clear more time for network 
and other kinds of locally pro- 
duced programs, according to the 
station's general manager, Phil 
Hoffman. 

WTCN-TV is televising some 20 
Minneapolis American Association 
home baseball games and radio 
broadcasting play by play all home 
and away contests. It also has 
broadcast all U. of Minnesota foot- 
ball games and televised those the 
few times the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association has allowed 
such telecasts. 

Judging by this season’s very 
poor attendance despite a winning 
team, local baseball interest ap- 
parently is on the wane, increasing 
the difficulty is obtaining tv and 
radio sponsorship for the diamond 
sport, it’s pointed out. 

With a half-dozen radio stations 
here broadcasting U. of Minnesota 
football games and with KSTP-TV 
having the NCAA contests, the 
competition for sponsorship 1s 
terrific, according to station's exec- 
utives. Beacuse they boast the larg- 
est audiences ordinarily, WCCO 
and KSTP (CBS and NBC respec- 
tively) have by far the clearest 
sailing. 


Third FM’er for Austin 
Via. U. of Texas Entry 


Austin, Tex,-Aug. 19. 

FM radio stands to get a hypo 
in this collegiate-tempered area 
with the projected fall entry of a 
third station. New outlet will be 
the student-manned U. of Texas 
station, with faculty, spearheaded 
by the university's radio-tv dept., 
providing supervision. 

Already operating in Austin are 
FM stations KHFI and KAZZ, both 
of which have gratified college- 
town listeners with their offerings 
of good jazz and classical music. 
The university station will fill out 
the culture picture on the local air- 
waves by offerint a variety of 
“serious,” dramatic and good-music 
shows, but will also eye the daily 
scene with spot news, news analysis 
and special events programs. Plans 
are to tap not only the consider- 
able resources of educational radio 
tape material but the fertile field 
of faculty and student performers 
and cognescenti. 








lineup, without waste 
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Announcing the completion of 26 TV Episodes of 


. GEORGE JESSEL’S 


SHOW BUSINESS 


4 . 
; A panorama of show business from 





vaudeo to video, featuring the greatest number of great 














names in the most fascinating business on earth? 


Bing Crosby, Maurice Chevalier, Eddie Cantor, 
Burns and Allen, Cary Grant, Mae West, 
Jack Benny, W. C. Fields, Al Jolson, Fred Allen, 


Cecil B. de Mille, Louis Armstrong, 

Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, 

Kate Smith, Lillian Roth, Milton Berle, 
Ethel Merman, and many others! 


Produced and Directed by George Bilson 
Conceived by George Jessel and presented by 






NATIONAL TELEFILM ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Coliseum Tower, 10 Columbus Circle, 
New York 19, NY JUdson 2-7300 
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Saudek (‘Omnibus’) on the Role of TV 
In Marrying Commerce to Culture 


By JO RANSON 

It's set for Robert Saudek Asso- 
clates to present four “Preview” | as these are most profitable. 
concerts of the N.Y. Philharmonic; Moreover, “Omnibus” appears to 

i ing | b e “class” vehicle for perform- 

ith Leonard Bernstein conducting | b¢ the “c ; 
ta . ’ . ; eich l ne (ers desiring to make their maiden 
in a Sunday afternoon slot on C | appearance on. te. Saudas elted 
TV. Though contracts haven't been | Ke'ly, who could demanc¢ almost 
signed yet there’s an oral agree- | any fee on tv, chosing “Omnibus” 
ment that the program will be |*® make h’s debut this fall. Many 


. -. . | performars regard the program as 
sponsored by the Lincoln Division |the elosest thing to going on 


of the Ford Motor Co. in behalf of | Roadway. Helen Haves noted that 
Lincoln and Continental cars. Ken- | “Qmn;'s"” dramatic segments were 
yon & Eckhardt is the agency. {the nearest thing to pure theatre 
Exact time and dates of the/and Marilyn Monroe recently said 
broadcasts are not set but some of |she was “dying to get on ‘Omni- 
the programs will, most likely, be | bus’.” 
shown on the eve of the introduc- Saudek also cited “Omnibus” as 
tion of new model of cars. One of |a vivid example of a quality-type 
the programs will, in all probability | show capable of moving consumer 
be an al!l-Gershwin concert with products. citing the program's abil- 
Bernstein at the piano. Programs | jty to sell napkins, shavers, grect- 
will be on videotape of the Phil- | ing cards, hearing aids, radios and 
harmonic’s “previews” at Carnegie | do-it-yourself tools and thus afford- 
Hal! on Thursday night and will be | ing sponsors prestige coupled with 
informal in nature, with the con- | bona fide sales. 
ductor’s remarks and musicians’ | Value of ‘Outsider’ 
replies as well as guest soloists’ | Saudek took the position that 
digressions. There'll be dressing the highest destiny of tv, meaning 
room interviews, too. quality programming, lies in the 
Kelly, Plummer, Welch indie or outside producer. The 
Meanwhile, the Saudek office is | theatrical producer reaches outside 
beefing up it “Omnibus* schedule | for the playwright, the director, 
for the seventh consecutive year on | etc., and the builder of skyscrapers 
tv. “Omnibus” returns to NBC-TV | does similarly with creative archi- 
on Oct. 26 and will run through | tects; the best tv scripters have not 
May 10, 1958, on an alternate-week, | yet emerged from network con- 
hourlong basis with one more pro- | tinuity departments but have come 
gram in the hopper than last year. | from cubbyholes far removed from 
Saudek has “Omnibus” plans for| Madison Ave. and Rockefeller 
Gene Kelly, Christovher Plummer | Plaza. 
and Joseph Welch, the latter doing| Saudek, regarded as a successful 
an appraisal of capital punishment. | fusion of the cultural and com- 
Also, Saudek has signed with | mercial in his programming en- 
NBC-TV for four specials over a | deavors, thought the networks were 
two-season period with the entire | bogged down in too much real 
package originating in his own | estate and that this overexpansion 
shop. Here again, Saudek is con- | could conceivably be the strangula- 
templating using Peter Ustinov’s 
talents and possibly Kelly’s, and it 
is conceivable that one or two spe- 
cials wil! be filmed overseas. | construction of a tv city in Gotham 
Stums, Too, Pay Off jowned jointly by 
Saudek this week took issue with | (after all, Grand Central Terminal 
2 credo that it ls not the business , houses several railroads and Idle- 
of programmers to improve tv fare | wild Airport is a focal point for 
—just give the folks what they ! all major airlines), with a third 


the key 


, want. He pooh-poohed this by say- 
jing if one believed this fallacious 


Oue means of cleansing the situa- 
tion, he observed, would be via the 





to 


the Negro 
market 


ws 





a —. 
VW) \ ]_xew yorK 


theory, then why not build slums 


tion of this branch of the industry. | 


the networks | 


ing studio space and 
r allied problems. He 
he various unions, of 
have to be inter- 
fabric of such a 





n't care who owns the 
ion,” Saudek said. 


13-Week Gyele 
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tion ,scripting, etc But whateven 
the predictions, if short cycle 
wins favor with netgforks and ad- 
vertisers, it’s fore@@st that tele- 


film producers will®have to find 
wavs and means to live with it, in 
order to meet the competition of 
ive entries 


Want Shorter Commitments 
From the advertisers’ point of 
view, many sponsors are insisting 


+ 


yn shortterm deals, even for tele- | 
films, arguing that in today’s econ- 
omy, they cannot afford to ride 


with a flop for 

It’s virtually 
13-episode series in 
where the demand is strong for a 
39-week cycle. One guess is that} 
Ziv and others might make the ini- | 
tial 13 for the net, and if the series 
s dumped, make another 13 or 26 
| for the syndication mart. Nationa! 
Telefilm Associafes has added 13 
more for the 26-episode off-net- 
vork “Walter Winchell File,” 
bringing the total to 39 segments 
in syndication 

As to the question of telefilms 
pricing themselves out of the mar- 
ket, it's no secret that the program 
price-tag on “Northwest Passage” 
of between $40,000 to $50,000 per 
episode hasn’t made a sale easy 
The fat checkbooks do not abound 
as much as in past seasons. Some 
series make it at the $50,000 level, | 
but many don’t and are being | 
bumped all over the schedule. 
Utilizing the McCleery talents, 
NBC is bringing in the hour-long 
jlive “Ellery Queen” series at $50.- | 
| 000—about half of what it would 
cost for the. pair of bumped half- 
hour skeins 

This is not to sound the panic 
button on the telefilm biz on the 
network level. Proportion of film 
on the schedule of the three net- 
works for the upcoming season is 
about 61.7%, a slight drop from the 


a longer period. 
npossible to sell a 
syndication, 


~ 








63.8% of a ar ago but, at the 
same time, a drop experienced for 
the first time in several years in 


tallying up the film vs. live ratio. 
But there's no doubt about it. 
~hanging—maybe too 
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| 
rector, two sales promotion secre- 
taries, a commercial traffic man- 
ager and assistant as well as sev- 
eral contract estimators and typ- 
ists. Bob Patt continues as audi- 
ence promotion head. 

Meanwhile, business at WCBS- 
TV has been on the upgrade. Sam 
Cook Digges, manager of the sta- 
tien, reports that business for the 
week ending Aug. 2 was 34% 
greater than the comparable week | 
last year. Digges also says busi- 
ness for the third quarter will be| 
approximately 30° ahead of the| 
Same period in 1957. 

Both the “Early 





| 
Show” and 

| “Late Show” are sold out through | 

| November, Digges said | 

| 

| 








4 . 
Nets-H’wood Tie 
=m Continued from page 23 geen 


|35m prints and 550 16m prints of | 
the film to be ready for screening 
joverseas for a three-week period | 
j posaating Dec. 7. Networks will 
provide the original negative, with 
icost of the necessary prints to be 
|borne by the Dept. of Defense and | 
the USO. | 

Jerome Coray, director of the | 
USO entertainment department 
iserves as overall project coordi- 
jnator; Lt. Col. Lionel L. Layden 
| Dept. of Defense coordinator; Ben 
|Griefer, talent coordinator; and 
IATSE’s Solly Pernick, labor co- 
ordinator. Abe Lastfogel, William 
|Morris Agency prexy, heads special 





_ STANFORD SPORTCASTS| 


KTVU PACTS U. OF C., 


77 Top Markets 
into Frisco market by signing up In Mutual Grid 


the U. of California, Berkeley, and) yfutual’s Saturday afternoon 
Stanford U., Palo Alto, to three-|¢oothall lineup, featuring the grid 
way contract under which Channel| 7, ,e, of the three Armed Forces 
2 will telecast all football games| ,.ademies, has apparently motte 


Oakland, Cal., Aug. 19. 
Independent KTVU has crashed 


linto 30 


on a post-game basis and other | \,teq a quick clearance routine by 


sports events live 

Channel will also conduct inten- 
sive on-the-air promotion designed 
to stimulate football attendance at 
both schools. Under agreement, 


members of both schools’ coaching | 


staffs are tied up for KTVU pro- 
mming. 

ty co-owner William D. 

Pabst said away-from-home college 

football games would be telecast 

Sunday afternoons and condensed 

minutes, but would be 


affiliates. MBS sports topper 
Frank Erwin reports that already 
77 of the top 100 markets have 
notified him they'll carry the 
games. 


MBS outbid the two other nets 


|for the classic Army-Navy contest 


in Philadelphia Nov. 29, the high- 


jlight of the schedule which kicks 


scheduled so as not to conflict with | 


pro 49er telecasts Home games 
will probably be delayed until mid- 
week. 





Cartoons 
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streamlined and intelligent ap- 
appreach te animation. 

As an example of the stream- 
lining, he points out that the ma- 
jor studio animation departments 
used to run all kinds of tests, even 
to the extent of “color testing” a 
hat for a character before proceed- 
ing with final filming H-B has 
eliminated these tests and operates 
from storyboard right to finished 
negative. Voice recording used to 
be done in one or two-line takes 
H-B records an entire seven-min 
ute, 10-page script in one sitting 

On the use of intelligence in 
approaching animation, Barbera 
points out that in the old days, 
studios would overdo their anima- 
tion, to the point of using hun- 
dreds of separate drawings to show 
a sleeping man's chest heaving up 
and down, for example. Or in a 
floral scene, many drawings would 
be made to show flowers swayed 
by the wind, or a leaf dropping. 
"Taint necessary, says Barbera, and 
it’s time-consuming and expensive. 

Out Ge the Frills 

Idea is to use as few drawings as 
possible without loss of entertain- 
ment quality, he states, and it’s in 
the elimination of the frills that 
the increased production and sav- 


ings have occurred. Moreover, in 
many cases he’s found that the 
elimination of needless drawings 
has made the animated action 


crisper and sharper, and often has 
served the purpose of humor 
Aside frum the 52 four-minute 
“Ruff & Reddy” cartoons, H-B will 
do 70 seven-minute cartoons for 


Hound” this year, along with 
“Hound” bridges, billboards and 
intros. Barbera hopes to expand 
into new series and may do the 
Kellogg commercials as well. All 
of which is upward of 900 minutes 
a year of animated product. At 
Metro, Hanna & Barbera did 48 


minutes a year 





|“Game of the Day 


off Sept. 27 with Army vs. South 
Carolina, Two non-service tilts an 
the MBS card are Notre Dame- 
lowa, Nov. 22, and the Shriners’ 
All-Star game in Miami’s Orange 
Bowl, Dec. 27. 

Only announcer set to date is 
John MacLean, a vet of the net's 
" baseball oper- 
ation, 

In the new biz category, web 
picked up General Motors to spon- 
sor Bill Stern’s five-minute sports 
show, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 8:30 p.m. Buy is on be- 
half of GM's truck division and 
was set via the Kudner agency. 

Net also inked Robert A. Loeber, 
as an account exec for its midwest 
division, headquartering in Chi- 
cago. Loeber formerly was an ABC 
and NBC radio sales representa- 
tive. 


Spade Cooley Renewal 
Hollywood, Avg. 19. 

Metropolitan Ford has renewed 
its one-third sponsorship of the 
Spade Cooley show on KTLA for 
26 weeks. Cooley show is an hour 
long 

Metropolitan also bought the 
Johnny Otis show on KTLA, will 
pick up the tab for 13 weeks on 
the half-hour program 





Lufkin, Tex.— Richman Lewin 
veepee and general manager of 
KTRE-TV, has announced that the 
outlet will begin network color pro- 


{gram telecasting on Sept. 1. 
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LUXURY MOTEL 


Daytona Beach Oceanfront, unlimited 
opportunity for an individual, part- 
nership or corp. Income: $235,000. 29% 
down payment. Ask for more details, 
tt will surprise and interest you. 
R. VENTURI, Cox Realty. Ormand 
Beach, Florida. 














One-Story Bidg.; 50 Ft.; 
; Ceiling; No Posts. 


Greenwich Village 


ideal for 
@ Photographer 
@ TV—Sound Studie 
@ Of Broadway Theatre 
(Now a Scenery Studio) 
SALE OR RENT 


O’Gara & Co. 








234 W. 44 St. 


LA 4-6625 




















committee to aid in filming. 


THEY LOVE ME IN 


ATLANTA 


18.9 


WSB-TV eee ARB 
Sun., July 13 
1:30 P.M. 





Contact: RICHARD A. HARPER, General Sales Mgr. 
MGN-TV, a service of Loew's Incorporated 
1540 Broadway, New York 36, N. Y. 


* JUdson 2-2000 
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AFTRA’S STATEMENT ON VIDEO TAPE 
OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO ALL PERFORMERS 


The Screen Actors Guild asks: ““What is AFTRA afraid of?” AFTRA is afraid only that SAC, by legal device, 


will prevent performers from exercising their democratic rights in an NLRB election to choose the union they 


want to represent them in the field of video tape commercials, 


The Screen Actors Guild asks: ‘Why is AFTRA afraid to sit down with the Guild and talk?” 


AFTRA is ready at any time to sit down and talk directly with SAG about merger of the two unions or, if SAG 


still refuses to discuss merger, to talk about joint negotiation of a single uniform contract for videotaped 


commercials. 


The record is clear: 


SAG says: “AFTRA still refuses to meet with the Guild and 
plan equivalent rates.” AFTRA’s answer is that AFTRA want- 
ing rates “equivalent” to SAG’s makes as much sense as petition- 
ing to become an honorary second-rater. For AFTRA to come 
down, and we mean just that, to the Guild level of rates would 
be a sell-out of the responsibilities given to our National Board 
by the AFTRA membership. “Equivalent” means equal in value, 
force, meaning, etc. On the other hand, “equitable” means 
“characterized by equity, fairness and just dealing.” AFTRA 
wants equitable rates for performers. 


The Guild asks: “Who created the present dispute?” 


AFTRA answers that the Screen Actors Guild created the dis- 
pute by leaping headlong into a field (video tape) about which 
it knew little or nothing and without consulting either its 
wages and working conditions committee, its members, or per- 
formers actually working in that field. 


The Guild says: .“AFTRA, as yet, has no contract establish- 
ing reuse fees for taped commercials with any employers in 
its own field.” 


AFTRA’s reply: The truth is that AFTRA has National codes 
with all networks plus 43 separate local contracts with television 
stations covering video tape and reuse payments. What’s more, 
until the Guild came along with its bargain-basement rates, 
AFTRA performers were paid their full original fees for each 
repeat use of a performance, whether in a commercial or a 
program. In fact, starting with AFRA’s first contract in 1939, 
full original fees were always paid for repeat use. 


The Guild boasts of the residual fees that it has collected for 
its members in filmed television. 


What is AFTRA’s record? Since 1939 AFTRA has collected re- 
siduals—in radio, transcriptions and television, in astronomical 
sums—and, until the Guild came out with its cut-rate formula, 
AFTRA performers got 100° full residuals without any cut-off! 
AFTRA has urged merger with the Guild for years for just this 
very reason. Unified action could have kept rates up to the 
AFTRA level. 


So what is the dispute all about? SAG believes the performer 
should be represented by two unions. AFTRA believes the per- 
former should be represented by only one union. If there is only 
one single union bargaining for the performer’s services in 
videotaped commercials, the producer cannot whipsaw the per- 
former into working for the cheaper of two conflicting rates. 


Here are AFTRA’s questions to SAG: 

1) How much residual money has SAG collected for its mem- 
bers for the television use of thousands of motion pictures made 
solely for theatrical exhibition—and when is*SAG going to do 
something about this mess in its own basic field? 


2) How much money has SAG obtained from employers as con- 
tributions to a Pension and Welfare Fund for SAG members— 
and when is SAG going to negotiate P & W benefits comparable 
to those established by AFTRA in 1954? 


3) Why is the Screen Actors Guild doing everything in its 
power to block the performer from exercising his right to vote 
in an NLRB election to select a single bargaining agent for the 
field of video tape commercials? 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TELEVISION AND RADIO ARTISTS 


The performer's union with the proven “track record”. 
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FCC Proposals on Clear Channels 
Under Fire by Networks and Groups 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Deadline last “week (15) for 
filings on the FCC’s proposals to 
duplicate 12 of 24 Class 1-A clear 
channels was the signal for a flood 
of protests. With filings not yet 
tabulated, several dozen _ state- 
ments, and thousands of pages of 
comment, mostly in opposition, 
had been logged. 

Clear Channel Broadcasting led 
the list of those urging increased 
power, up to 750 kw, for clear 
channel stations. They were joined 
. by the three major webs, Westing- 
house, National Grange, American 
Farm Bureau, and individual day- 
timers throughout the country. 
The National Assn. of Educational 
Breadcasters objected that their 
needs had not been considered, 
and urged reservation of two clear 
channel frequencies for assign- 
ment of unlimited Class-2 stations. 


nels to the extent allowed by other 
factors, such as engineering. 

3. Hiking of maximum power for 
stations on regional and _ local 
channels to expand groundwave | 
service, 

4. Switch of four 1-B stations to) 
1-A status or setting up two sub- 
class of 1-B’s with 750 KW and 50 
KW power. 

NBC, backed up by a statement 
by William S. Duttera, manager of 
allocations engineering, argued 
that hearings should be held to 
update the clear channel record. 
It refuted FCC claims that pro- 
posed breakdown of clear channels 
would provide more’ program 
choices to a greater number of 
people, and stated that the FCC 
cannot decide how the proposal 
would affect the public interest 
without also considering power in- 
creases for all 24 Class 1-A sta- 
tions. 


|also said “no comment.” Meredith 


hae CBS agreed in part with com- 
aa haga are Ae ore mission proposals to duplicate 
SERGRCae, 2. PrO-| some clear channels and stepping 
posals, mostly with some reserva- up power of clear channel sta- 
tions. WNYC, New York, asked| tina. yt disagreed, however, with 
fulltime operation and urged the proposed method, suggesting, in- 
Commission to duplicate 830 KC stead. thet six unten mi ool 
in the east. WCKY, Cincinnati. nels be duplicated by 250-watt sta- 
went further in suggesting that all |iigng in certain western states. | 
24 class 1-A channels be dupli-|,R- stated that the proceedings 


cated 
: were contrary to regular proce- 
Four-Point Program dure and called the proposal a 
Clear Channel 





; Broadcasting, |“piecemeal approach.” 
which stands to lose most by the | 


FCC’s rule-making plan, countered 
with a plan of its own. These in- 
cluded the following suggestions: 
1. Removal of current 50 KW 
limitation on at least 20 Class 1-A/™ Continued from page 31 Ss | 
clear channel stations and four 1-| Tape experiments may also be un- | 
B channels, with power increase | dertaken with telefilm series cur- | 
to at least 750 KW for most power-| rently lensing on the Par-Sunset | 
ful stations on named channels. | lot. ; 
2. Increase of power and re- Success of experiments would, | 
moval of 50 KW limitation on re-| Of course, pave the way for other | 
maining class 1-A and 1-B chan- indie telefilm producers to climb 
—+ ne ene ame 














Par-Sunset | 








aboard the Par-Sunset tape co-pro- | 
duction bandwagon, since company 
would have a decided jump on 
other major Hollywood vidfilm- | 
| eries also known to be eyeing tape. | 
| Success would also push Par-Sun- 
| set forward as a major television 
| producer of its own properties. 

| Maior problem to be worked out, | 
| said Schulke, is a way of editing 
| videotape quickly and eco- 
| nomically. 

Meanwhile, KTLA will use its 
| videotape in the normal manner, 
| pre-recording commercials, tran- 























'dicating outstanding productions. 
| Station’s chief engineer, John Sil- 
va, and engineer Vince Filizola 
| leave for Redwood City next week 
| for a week’s schooling in operation 
| and maintenance of the new equip- 
| ment. 


| ‘Dotto’ Gets Gate 


\—eue Continued from page 23 = 





























lieu of legal action” after refusing | 
to go on the air. A contestant who 
| had been on the show and lost, re- | 
| ceived $4,000 as compensation, the 
| affidavit said. The contestant said 
jthat his suit would have been 
based “on a charge of fraud and 
| conspiracy” because one of the 
contestants had the answers to) 
questions before going on the air. | 
Also, the contestant was said to| 
know the identity of the persons | 
whose caricatures were to be dis- 
played on the program.- 

The affidavit said further “that | 
the contestant who had this infor- | 
mation could not be defeated, | 
thereby victimizing not only other | 
contestants but the vast television | 
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| scribing special telecasts and syn- | 





audience watching the show in the] 
naive belief that they were seeking 
an -honest test of knowledge.” 
The complainant said he made | 
many efforts to have individuals | 
connected with the show “take| 
some action” and finally went to} 
the FCC. Later he went to Colgate. 
Michael Frothingham, an aitor- 
ney at the advertising agency, re-| 
fused to comment. Tom McAn- 
drews Jr., asst. v.p. and director of 
tv-radio operations at Ted Bates, 





Conley, manager of the Ted Bates 
press department, Said that. “ap-| 
propriate action would be taken” | 
regarding contestants left hanging | 
in mid-air on “Dotto.” 

Colgate-Palmolive plans to fill | 
the Tuesday night “Dotto” spot 
with the “George Burns Show” | 
starting Oct. 7, meanwhile pre- 
senting the film anthology series. 

“Top Dollar,” meantime, con-| 
tinues in its regular Saturday | 
night spot on CBS with Warren} 
Hull as emcee. Both Hull and EPI, | 
producers of “Top Dollar,” were 
alerted last Friday (15) to be ready 
the replace the “Dotto” show on} 
Monday (18) morning. 





Frisco KCBS Cuts | 


Rates to Make It 


‘More Competitive: 


| 
San Francisco. Aug. 19. 

KCBS, 50,000-watt CBS flagship | 
in northern California, has cut its | 
rates 10 to 20%. It's the first pub-| 
lic admission of rate-cutting in the | 
Frisco market in many years. 

Basic reason, according to KCBS | 
management, is to “make the sta- | 
tion more competitive.” 

KCBS for nearly a decade was 
toprated station in the market, but 


early last year was knocked from | 
the No. 1 spot by independent | 
KOBY, a new rock 'n’ roller, which | 


| subsequently lost out to Golden | 


West's independent KSFO. 

But KCBS’s ratecard has re- 
mained higher than any other | 
Frisco station and KCBS has de- | 


| viated less from ratecard in mak | 


ing deals than many of the other} 
15 stations in the Frisco Bay area. | 
New open rate for one minute, 


|one time, in Class A (daytime) ra- | 


dio will be $42, a drop from $50. | 
New nighttime rate will be $36, a| 
drop from $48. 

In addition, KCBS {Is liberalizing | 
discounts—for instance, discount | 
to advertisers advertising six days | 
a week will be increased from 15} 
to 20% and ID ads will now be} 
included in computing discount | 
base. Station is also offering spe- | 
cial weekend discounts to try to 


' beef up its business: 10-spot week- 


end plan will work out to $22 a 
spot, 20-spot plan to $20 a spot. | 

Rate-cutting by other stations | 
has hurt KCBS in last year, though | 
50,000-watter still is in a good po- | 


| sition, along with Don Lee’s KFRC ; 


and KNBC, in ratings. 





Mankato TV Nod 
New Ulm, Minn., Aug. 19. 
An FCC permit has been granted | 
to Walter K. Mickelson, publisher 
of this town’s daily newspaper and | 
president of local radio station | 
KNUJ, and his associates to build 
and operate a television station at 
nearby Mankato, Minn., one of the 
largest cities in this southwestern 
Minnesota area. 
The tv tower, he says, will be 
the tallest in the state. A network 
affiliation will be sought. 


| Mundo 


| tually costs more than making a 


~ Argentina Hot Seat OK Dallas Educ'l 








Continued from page 39 a 


the publishing, and they asked the | 
Covernment Radio Management} 
Commission to take control. None | ; 
of the administrative staff of the a ili a ae 19. 
Mundo web shared in this request, | cons rus ion per mit or a lo- 
which was engineered by union) cal educational television station 
Officials. The state appointed Raul | was granted by the Federal Com- 
Quiroga to manage the web. —| munications Commission. 

The Haynes group has been in The last remaining big obstruc- 
financial trouble since purchasing} ,. : me Seve pe 
control from the Miguel Miranda | tion Is raising an additional $370,- 
estate, as the magazines El. Hoas:, | 009 to build the station and to pro- 
Selecta, Mundo Argentino and|Vide an operating fund for two 
" Infantil are no longer| Years, according to E. O. Cart- 
money-makers. The new owners 2 a a now has as- 

s ce 4 
are understood to be mulling over sets o $5 ,000. 
scrapping all these publications) Cartwright, prez of the Area Ed- 
and continuing solely as boo’: pud-| ucational Television Foundations, 


TV er; Need 3706 


| lishers and operators of the Mundo | w hich is backing the outlet, was 


radio outict. confident that the money could be 
Radio Belgrano celebrated its raised. 
34th anniversary on July 9, and is The station will be located at 
managed by Alberto B. Molina, an-| Fair Park near the municipally 
other government appointee. owned & operated WRR, and has 
Urge Probe | been assigned Channel 13. 


Opposition members of Congress| Several local educational agen- 
have repeatedly urged investiga-| ies already have started work on 
tion of the radio and tv setup, but | their programming. The Dallas In- 
the official party has so far refused | dependent School District has set 
to be drawn into it, and is obvious-| aside $75,000 and both Southern 
ly bent on maintaining the status; Methodist U. and Dallas College 

: of SMU have begun work on their 
schedules, as have Arlington State 


It is understood that in order to College and Texas Christian U. 


get more tv channels operating. 
the government will not cancel 
award of licenses made by the 


provisional, guyerament. J group NY. Investment Bankers 
nown as Rio de la Plata y, with a 
Buy WBRY in Waterbury 


Ricardo Pueyrredon as president | 
Hartford, Conn., Aug. 19. 


and important businessmen as di-| 
rectors, is understood to have been 4 \ 
given the greenlight. ‘ A rn pice Tene nae —s 
Programs on Channel 7 now | weg ing ee radio stanton 
start at noon, making a total 14 Ms BRY .— Darema og = Sale, 
hours daily. A tv festival from — — a sum, is subject 
Decenyber to March is proposed to FCC approval. 
this coming summer in Mar del| Newly formed WBRY Broad- 
Plata “to build up a national ty casting Corp. will run the station, 
consciousness.” A Mar del Plata|the third most powerful in the 
closed circuit channel should be State. WBRY was established in 
in operation by then. 1934. Seller is the Waterbury 
American-Republican, daily sheet. 
i The N. Y. ee firm is 
;\(James) Roosevelt & (Michael) 
Videotape Headache Gourd. James B. Lee, Danbury in- 
Continued from gage 22 | dustrialist and majority stockhold- 
: = =er of WLAD in Danbury, is prexy 
itself, according to both Klaeger of WBRY Broadcasting Corp. 
and Hugh (Mal) Beville, NBC's di- 


























ar - ; 
rector of planning and research, 

is to keep the recorders grinding 

all day long instead of on a now-| | 
and-then basis. But achieving a 

fulltime tape operation, Klaeger | O 
warned, is still along way off 


THIS IS 
SOME SMOKE 


Beville, in a separate interview, 
said that “economies are to be 


obtained only from a fulltime tape 
operation.” However, the networks 
are better off than the film pro- 
ducers, in that the webs can al- 
ways amortize, at least in part, the 
initial cost of tape by employing it 
to record live shows for use in 
other time zones of the U. S. But 
a blurbmaker has only one way 
out: to produce tape commercials 
at a price to advertisers that is no 
higher than that for competing 
film product. If tape is priced 
higher than film, the fear is that 
there'll be no business and if they 
don’t price higher than film, the 
original cost of $200,000 or $300,- 
000 for adequate tape equipment 
goes unpaid indefinitely. 

As it is, according to Klaeger, a 
live action commercial—he calls 
them “standup” commercials—ac- 


film ‘blurb, even though the quality 
of the tape is not very much bet- 
ter. Reason tape costs more is that 
“more technical men are required 
than for a similar film production.” 


om 


Hecht, Levant 


Continued from page 1 





WGN-TV commercials get 
results because WGN-TV 
programming keeps folks 
watching. For proof, let 
our specialists fill you in on 
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Le tn el 


| will be “extremely flexible, with a 
combination of commentary, criti- 


|ality. He'll also have guests who 


some WGN-TV case his- 
tories and discuss your 
sales problems. 


put Gale) 


in your Chicago sales with 


WGN-TV 


and-operated station, first show be- 
ing Sept. 15. 

Station states that the physical 
format of the Hecht ad lib stanza 





cism, satire and good humor pro- 
vided by the flamboyant” person- 











will help him “rend asunder” the 
topics of “today, yesterday and to- 
morrow.” 

Hecht, whe has made occasional 
video appearances in the past and 
almost, it’s reported, became the 
host of a network dramatic an- 


thology series, will appear via Channel % 
WABC-TV every weeknight—on 
Wednesdays from 11 to 11:15 and Chicago 








the other four nights from 10:50 to 
11:TS. . ae es 
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Video From a Volcano 


Maui 
feet above sea level on rugged 


island's KMVI-TV operates from a transmitter 


Honolulu, Aug. 19. 


10,000 
Mt. Haleakala, the peak which 


houses the largest known dormant volcano in the world. 
Chief engineer Neal Arveschoug and technicians Spencer Shir- 


aishi and Garry Arveschoug not 


lems but such items as severe winds, hailstorms and even snow 


(in Hawaii yet!). 


Because the crew sometimes is weatherbound, full living facili- 
ties are maintained at the transmitter. 
KMVI-TV not only serves Maui island but beams a clear picture 


to portions of Oahu (Honolulu) 


telephone service to the transmitter and a daily courier run is 


made from Wailuku city. 


only contend with routine prob- 


and Hawaii islands. There’s no 








BBDO Shelves TV Publicity Dept.; 


Clients Cool to 


The problem of getting sponsors ; 
to pick up the tab and the fact | 
that the department was running 
in the red are listed by BBDO| 
executives as the reason the ad 
agency is dropping its television 
promotion- publicity department, 
effective this week. 

Out of 15 members of the de-| 
partment, 13 have been assigned 
elsewhere in the agency with only | 
one major resignation, that of Ray- 
mond Rebhann, Hollywood man- 
ager of publicity, who left the 
agency or Aug. 1 to join a Coast 
p.r. firm. It is expected that R. C. 
Brown, mahager of the tv publicity 
in New York, will be named as 
liaison between the outside firm 
named to handle the tv promotion 
for BBDO clients and the agency. 

A new organization, Advance 
Public Relations, has been formed 
by Arthur Cantor, tv and legit 
publicist, and Don Bishop, ex-NBC, 
to service clients of the agency. 





BBDC’'s public relations sector 
henceforth will concentrate on 
corporate public relations and 
publicity. 


The promotion department dates 
back to the heyday of radio. The 
first promoted show was “Caval- 
cade of America,” sponsored by 
DuPont in 1935. Prior to 1955, 
audience promotion of radio-tv 
programs was a free agency serv- 





Paying the Freight 


ice. In 1955, tv publicity and pro- 
motion became a billable item. 

With more clients reluctant to} 
pay for the tv promotion service 
and with the problems of multiple 
sponsorship, where it is necessary | 
to get contributions from clients | 
at other agencies, the agency de-| 
cided to give up the deficit ven-| 
ture. . 

Promotion of tv programs by | 
agencies has become a regular | 
chargeable service usually handled } 
by the public relations department. 
Some national advertisers have re- 
tained separate p.r. firms to lend | 
support to their programs. Three | 
of the larger agencies have set up| 
separate divisions to handle public | 
relations and tv promotion. Mc-| 
Cann-Erickson a.few years ago es-| 
tablished the subsidiary Commu- | 
nications Counselors while Benton | 
& Bowles set up General Public | 
Relations to service its clients. For 
tv promotion, Young & Rubicam 
formed the Bureau of Industrial | 
Services. 





Memphis—WLOK, Negro oper- 
ated radio station; is moving its 
studios from Beale St. to the Flex- | 
er theatre building in the heart of | 
film row. Gene Weil, skipper of the 
outlet, said the change will take 


Lake, Ohleyer, Reisinger” 
Tapped for WISH Berths 


Indianapolis, Aug. 19. 
In a series of exec appointments 


| commercial manager of WISH-TV, 
| Robert F. Ohleyer, manager of 


divector of promotion and mer- 


| chandising for both radio and ty) 
| operations. 
} are Corinthian stations and basic | 
| affiliates of CBS. 


WISH-TV and radio | 


Ohleyer has been manager of lo- 
cal sales at WISH and WISH-TV 


| since 1954. Lake comes to WISH- 


TV from Greensboro, N. C., where 
he had been commercial manager 
of WFMY-TV for the past three 
years. Reisinger comes to Indiana- 
polis from Miami, where he was 
promotion and merchandising man- 
ager of WCKA. 


WBC Cleve. FMer 
Snubs Com|s Till. 
Audience is ‘Sure’ 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 

Commercial sales have been re- 
jected by KYW-FM, which 11 days! 
ago began daily 5-12 p.m. program- 
ming, “until we are sure we de-| 
liver an audience to ourselves and) 
our clients.” 

Explaining his refusal to sell 
time, Rolland V. Tooke, v.p. for 
Westinghouse Broadcasting Co., 
said “we've had many inquiries, 
particularly on the national level, | 
ut because we have under wraps 





selling, we're not going to an-| 


audience response shows us we're 
on the right FM track.” : 


WISE Radio, and Ray Reisinger, ' 


| and 


| 
| 





Physicist Sues KSFR-FM 
For $5; Sez Fund Appeal 


‘ ° a, 
Iraccurate, Misleading 
San Francisco, Aug. 19 
A Palo Alto, Cal., physicist has 
sued KSFR-FM for $5 

Roger B. Weisenbach a:ked in 
Frisco Superior Court that his five- 
spot be returned because the “good 
music” FM station’s fund appeal 
last month contained “incomplete, 
inaccurate, misleading and possi- 
bly intentional misrepresenta- 
tions.” 

The station, owned by Richard 
E. Kepner and Al Levitt, went on 
the air early this year with 18 
hours daily of classical and shew- 
tune music and last month made a 
big listener pitch for $20,000 “to 
stay on the air.” About $16,500 
was collected. 

But Weisenbach said it wasn't 
true that KSFR-FM needed $20,000 
to pay a non-recurring debt. In- 
stead, said his suit, the debt was 
closer to $7,500 and Kepner and 
Levitt wanted the rest to pay off 
debts on their Frisco record store 
their San Francisco Record 
Corp. (Kepner and Levitt sold the 


|record company about two months | 


ago to a Los Angeles label.) 
Weisenbach’s suit also claimed 
that some of the money being col- 
lected would be used for KSFR- 
FM's current operating expenses. 
And he added that all other con- 
tributors to the $16,500 fund 
should get their money back, too. 
Neither Kepner nor Levitt 


;}an entirely new concept in FM/ would comment on the suit. 


This is the second time in the 


Frisco station has collected money 
from listeners. First instance was 


‘ABC-TV Sez ‘OperationDaybreak’ Now 
At Breakeven Point; No ‘Giveaway 


| Joseph E. Lake has been named | 


* In the face of contentions from 


the other video webs and solicitors 
frum competing print media that 
ABC-TV is los'ng coin by “giving 
away its daytime” to establish its 
franchise in the 11 a.m.-3 p.m. time 
periods, the network reports that 
it not only can make a profit from 
“Operation Daybreak” but that it 
already is 

Profit works on a sliding scale, 
56 of the 69 quarter- 
hours sold for the fall, the network 
has already passed the breakeven 
point. To take further advantage 
of the sliding scale, ABC aiready 
has called upon affiliates to ready 
another half-hour a day, 
would bring the total weekly quar- 
te1-hour availabilities to 70. (‘Show 
extension will be via Peter Lind 
Hayes, slated for noon-to-12:30 at 
the moment, and to extend to 
11:30.) 

Originally, in laying out the six 
daily half-hour programs ‘sold in 
quarter-hour segs), ABC figured 
that it would lose severely unless 
it sold 40 quarter-hours a week or 
|thereabouts. (Forty approximates 
the amout of time that Young & 
| Rubicam alone took.) Profit was 
expected to start showing at about 
50 quarter-hour segs sold. 


| Breakeven thresholds are only 
|approximate since the actual cost 
lot the new daytime shows at ABC 
|have not been firmed. With Jerry 
| Chester having just become the 
| ABC daytime program boss, some 
|of the programs which were tenta- 
|tively chosen prior to his arrival 
|may be changed, and with the 
| changes should come minor adjust- 
j;ments in the production cost ‘to 


and with 


which 


|nounce it for a few weeks until) jast four years that a “good music” | the network). 


Plan’s charter advertisers were 
offered four quarter-hours a week 


KYW is departing from tradi-|S. A. Cisler’s KEAR and KEAR-/at a firm $25,352 (commissionable) 


tional FM programming with e2 


FM. After collecting more .than 


|for time and talent. That's $6,338 


place in about four weeks with | “fine arts station” including both | $50,000 to “keep good music on the | per quarter-hour seg. The quarter- 
new quarters covering the entire | music for the longhairs and talk air’ Cisler sold KEAR to Dave!hour price goes up for sponsors 


first floor of building. 


' for the eggheads. 








Segal for about $400,000. 


| buying less than four segs weekly. 
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YOU'LL HAVE. THE AUDIENCE... 


There’s an audience waiting to jack up the time-period 
that’s proving to be your trouble spot. Here’s the show 


that does that job—fast! 


Why does “Public Defender” build solid audiences — 


fast ? These are the reasons: 


* It’s loaded with sleuthing 
excitement, yet... 


‘% It’s a family-type show, with no gore and no bodies, 


and... 


* The star, Reed Hadley, has tremendous popularity 


with women. In addition. 


* It’s a big-budget, carefully made, quality show. 


An audience pleaser—both 


stripping. Any or all of the 69 segments of “Public 
Defender” will do a bang-up job for you... morning, noon, 
or night! To tighten up your programming right now 


Call your Interstate Television representative ! 


UBLIC DEFENDER 


erstate 
sion 


suspense and terrific 


sexes, all ages, and right for 


CORPORATION 
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The Crew Cuts (RCA Victor): 
“FOREVER MY DARLING” (Ben- 
jamin*) a fine ballad with a rocking 
beat, shapes up as a selid commer- 
cial bet via this contemporary- 
Style slice by The Crew Cuts, as 
their kickoff for the Victor label. 
“HEY STELLA” (Wanessa7) is a 
more routine rhythm item. 

Four Aces (Decca): “HANGIN’ 
UP A HORSESHOE” (Gil7), is a 
bouncing novelty idea with a Latin 
fiavor that’s slickly dished uv by 
this combo. “ROSES OF RIO” 
(Northern*) is another okay Latin 
ballad entry. 

Tommy Sands (Capitol): “BLUE 
RIBBON BABY” (Grace%), a driv- 
ing number with a cute lyric, gets 
a bright workover by his rockabil- 
ity performer for solid commercial 
results. "{ LOVE YOU BECAUSE” 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








BOY” (Conradt), a way-out rock- 
ing a number, is belted in extreme 
style by this performer. “DENISE” 
(Sherman-Jat*) is in the same wild 
idiom. 

Gordon MacRae (Capitol): “A 
MAN ONCE SAID” (Morris*), an 
| cellent class ballad, is belted with 
la legit delivery that could pass 
as a “new a sound” in the current 
market. “THE SECRET” (Daywin?) 
is a lilting Latin-flavored saga, 
handled with restraint by Gordon 
MacRae. 

Frroll Garner (Columbia): “I 
JUST CAN’T GET STARTED” 
(Chappe!!*), the oldie, turns up in 
a harpsichord version in typical 
Erroll’ Garner’ rhythmic _ style. 
“Just Blues” (Octave*) is another 
highly listenable instrumental 


slice, also on harpsichord. 
Joss Basselli Oreh: “TANGO 





(Hill & Ranget) is a neat ballad 
entry. D'ITALIE” (Symphony House*) is 
Marvin Rainwater (MGM): | still another Italian number, a 
NEEDS NOTHIN’”' pretty instrumental played on ac- 


Best Bets 


. FOREVER MY DARLING 





THE CREW CUTS 


(RCA Victor) . aiosetin Wek Cae nc 0's cntknockt onal ui, cin eda Hey Stella 
FOUR ACES ................+.. HANGIN’ UP A HORSESHOW 
SPUD, ... «+s :cmpul vv enekddaondwes oo es « ay Hn Be Roses of Rio 
6 age EsdhGodxudans deme BLUE RIBBON BABY 
TOD nx ove non Alea eolevidwncchet I Love You Because 
MARVIN RAINWATER .............. NOTHIN’ NEEDS NOTHIN’ 
GUN bc nC AL had cobabess ca'ccee xe 22 .. A Need for Love 
Pe RR ee eee PROMISE ME, LOVE 
(Ca@emee) .. .... ocsssli eae Your Hand, Your Heart, Your Love 


(Alamo*), a country tune with a 
clever lyric, is delivered with sim- 
ple appeal by the folksinger. “A 
NEED FOR LOVE” (Geronimo?) is 
a good rockabilly item. 

Andy Williams (Cadence): 
“PROMISE ME, LOVE” (Thomp- 
son*) is a light rhythm ballad with 
a catching lyric that Andy Williams 
sells with top results. 


LOVE” (Alamo*) is an arresting 
folk allad item, also well de- 
livereci. 

Do: enico Modugno (RCA Vic- 
tor): “lo Mammeta E Tu” (BIEM), 
a charming Italian ballad, is de- 
livered colorfully by Domenico 
Modugno who's currently clicking 
with his “Nel Blu” creation. “MU- 
SETTO” (Robbins*) is another lilt- 
ing ballad with good chances to 
hurdle the language barriers. 

Steve Lawrence (Coral): “MANY 
A TIM&%” (Blue River?), a neat bal- 
lad with a good lyric peg, gets a 
highly pleasing vocal by this savvy 
singer “ALL ABOUT LOVE” 
(Maxana*) is a sharp piece of ma- 
terial with big performance poten- 
tia! 

Umberto (Kapp): 
ELLA” (Robbins, another song 
wriiten by Domerico Modugno_ is 
in the melodic Itale groove that 
could be the start of another cycle 


via the “Voiare” hit. Umberto de- 
livers it with lecal color and Italo 
lyrics. “.<AY-LA-LA” (Leeds*) is 


one more I[ta'e pop with fresh mel- 
odic twit. 

Randy Sparks (Verve): 
“STRANGE ARE THE WAYS OF 
LOVE” (Feist*), a big ballad with 
a poetic lyric, is delivered very ef- 
fectiveiy by this folk balladeer. 
“KING COTTON” (Sparrow*) is an 
authentic-sounding foiksong also 
well delivered. 

The Rays (XYZ): “ELEVATOR 
OPERATOR” (Conley*t) is a rock- 
ing novelty with a wierd enough 
lyric and sound to have impact 
among the kids. “SOUVENIRS OF 
SUMMERTIME” (Conley+) is a 
pretty-tvpe rocking ballad in a 


more fimiliar groove and with 
good chances. 
John Buzon Trio (Mills): 


*TZENA,-TZENA, T2cwaA” 
{Mills*), the Israeli hit of several 
years ago, comes back with a rac- 
ing instrumental slice on organ for 
listening impact. “BLUES IN MY 
HEART” (Gotham*), a slow-tem- 
poed jazzy number, is also dressed 
up as an arresting instrumental. 

Frankie Loren (Mercury): “THE 
WONDERFUL WAY” (Stella 
Lane*), an uptempo re‘itioso, is 
brightly belted by Frankie Loren 
who should win spins by his per- 
formance. “MAYBE SOMEDAY” 
(Stella Lane*), a solid ballad with 
a restrained rocking beat, could 
break through. = 

frank Sands (Imperial): “WON- 
DFPOUS ONE” (Post*), a big bal- 
lad with a somewhat pretatious 
lyric, gets an appropriately 
schmultzy rendition by this croon- 
er. “GOT ME A BABY (Post*), is 
a catching rhythm number with 
good chances. 

“BAD 


Chuck Rie (Challenge): 


“YOUR | 
YOUR HEART, YOUR | 


“LAZZAR- | 


cordion with fiddle backing. “LA 
BARDINETTE” (BIEM) is a bright 
| uptempo instrumental. 
| Moonlighters (Josie): “BROKEN 
| HEART” 
rocking item with an offbeat sound 
that could catch on with the kids. 
“GLOW OF LOVE”  (Reeny 
Rhythms?) is a juve-angled ballad 
that fails to register. 

Johnny brandon (Madison); 
| “IRVING” (Monument?) is a nov- 
elty item with a couple of laughs, 
although somewhat monotonous 
overall. “NEW BORN BABY” 
(Monument?) is a rhythm item with 
a clever lyric. 





Jimmy Lane (Time): “LET 
| YOUR CONSCIENCE BE YOUR 
| GUIDE” (Plymouth?) is a so-so 


| rocking ballad belted in the usual 
| style by this singer. “CONSTANT- 

LY” (Myers*) is another fair ballad 
in precisely the same groove. 
| Darwin Venneri (Ein): “I KNOW 
; HOW YOU WONDER?” (Dar Pub?). 
an okay, legit ballad, is crooned 
| effectively by this newcomer in the 
|male singer ranks. “TO YOU" 
| (Wins) an overdone romantic bal- 
ad. 

Schuyler Bros. (Sunbeam): 
“THE SNAKE” (Brockwin*) is a 
|rocking item with a new dance 
| pitch aimed at the kids who went 
for the stroll last year. “NEVER 
| BEFORE” (Sunbeam?) is a fair 








| 


- PATRICIA (8) 
. NEL 


| 


1 

2 

3 

4. POOR LITTLE FOOL (8) 
5. WHEN (4) ... ; 

6. IF DREAMS CAME TRUE 
7 

4 

9 

9 





. FEVER (3) ..... 


. JUST A 
10. LITTLE STAR (2) 


og eee 
GINGER BREAD 

BIRD DOG 
REBEL ROUSER .... 


ARE YOU REALLY MINE . 
MY TRUE LOVE 





[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10) 


Seewwivereresnensioeserees +. 


(Reeny Rhythms?) is a| 


BLU DIPINTO DI BLU (©) 
. EVERYBODY LOVES A LOVER (3) 


- SPLISH SPLASH (6)........... 
a re 


WESTERN MOVIES .......... 


HARD HEADED WOMAN..... 


LEFT RIGHT OUT OF YOUR HEA™7 
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LAWRENCE WELK 
Presents the 
LENNON SISTERS and 
LARRY DEAN 
(On Brunswick No. 55075) 
“Have You Ever Been Lonely?” 

} B/w “Bubble Gum” 


| 
| fast-paced rocking item that doesnt 


try anything new. 
(Paris): “HIDE- 


' Four Esq 

AWAY” (Gold*) is a good ballad 
sung by a combo that sounds very 
much like the Four Aces. “RE- 
PEAT AFTER ME” (Gretta7) 
shapes up as a neat tune in a Latin 
setting. 

The Dalkaps (Corvette): “WHO 
IS THE ONE” (Sounds*) is a good 
rocking ballad worked over in fa- 
miliar style by this combo. “COME 
BACK” (Jakt is completely cliched. 

Merry Mountain Men (Goode): 
“RAGGEDY ROSE” (Harmony 
House*), an oldfashioned type of 
ballad, is delivered in matching 
style by this vocal ensemble. “AS 
BAD AS I AM” (Harmony 











House*!, is an okay country tune. ; 


*ASCAP. f BMI. 





Jazz Blows on Fringe 
Of Edinburgh Festival 


Edinburgh, Aug. 12. 

Jazz will make itself heard at 
this month’s International Edin- 
burgh Festival of Music and Dra- 
ma. Leading British jazz men will 
|take part for the first time, al- 
thoush on an unofficial bas's so 
‘ar as Festival proper is concerned. 
| Events will be staged like so many 
‘others on the “fringe” roster. 

A local jazz promoter, Duncan 
McKinnon, will stage two late- 
nisht shows in the spacious Waver- 
ley Market, city exhibition hall, 
Aug. 28 and 29. The first will run 
to 2 am., the second to 4 a.m. 
Groups to be featured include Al 
Feirvcather and Sandy BSrown 
with their All-Stars, Bruce Turner 
Bard, the Clyde Valley Stompers, 
and Acker Bilk’s Paramount Jazz 
fond. Late-night jazz 
alco be presented at 
Cinema. 


shows will 
the Seala 





A~ent Herman Fialkoff touring 
a “iiit Parade” unit through mili- 
tary installations in the Orient. 


YanreTr._|( Besi <sifers on Coin Machines...............+« 
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Album Reviews 





“Champagne | lingo and intonations are deliver 
Lawrence | parfaitement. : 


Lawrence Welk: 
Dancing Party” (Coral). 
Welk’s coinage of gold out of corn; Luis (Sabu) Martinez: “Safari 
is already established show biz fact | With Sabu” (Vik), In the genre of 
via his tv and personal appearance |the pop or jazz suite that sustains 
tours. Welk on wax presents the | a consistent mood over an LP, this 
same unpretentious brand of music | set parlays jungle motifs and some 
which nobody likes but the public. | progressive ideas into an interest- 
In this set, Welk has an extra for|ing musical safari. Headed by 
his fans—he gives brief introes to | Louis Martinez, a skillful percus- 
each number. Instrumentals range | sionist, the assemblage of a cohga 


“Alexander's Ragtime  Band,”|bass produce a persuasive atmos- 
“When My Baby Smiles At Me,” “I | pheric quality in a variety of 
Want A Girl” and “Lullaby of | tempos. Lending a valuable 
Broadway,” among others. |“authentic’ touch is a femme 

Johnny Mathis: “Swing Softly” chorus which wails in native style. 


(Columbia). After working the Jim Lowe: “Wicked Women” 
warm ballad and the religioso|(Dot). The idea o¢f revolving a 
songalog around a femme fatale 





moods into clicke LP’s, Johnny 


Mathis now turns to lighthearted | peg is a good one and disk jockey 


Jim Lowe gives it a capable work- 


over the catalog oldies, including | drums, timbales, vibes, saxes and: 





swinging and it too should develop 
into a selling natural. The croon- | 
er’s brisk vocal bounce is enhanced | 
by Percy Faith's arrangements and | 
orch backing. In the bouncy re-| 
pertoire are included such nifties | 
as “Get Me Te The Church On 
Time,” “It's De Loveley,” “Like 
Someone In Love” and “You Hit 
The Spot.” 

Eddy Arnold: “Praise Him” 
(RCA Victor). A consistently 
pleasing vocalist whe knows to 
strike the appropriate note on va- 
rious kinds of material, Eddy Arn- 
old is showcased here in a pro- 
gram of hymns by Fanny Crosby. 
This is straightforward religioso 
material which Arnold sings as 
written, without introducing any 





over. Lowe's baritone is most ef- 
fective on dramatic numbers like 
“Jezebel,” “Witch On The Moun- 
tain” and the folksong “The Love’ 
of Barb'ry Allen.” Also included 
are standards like “The Lady Is A 
Tramp,” “Miss Otis Regret” and 
the novelty hit of the 1940s, “Pis- 
tol, Packin’ Mama.” 

Sid (Hardrock Gunter: “Songs 
They Censored In The Hills” 
(Seeco). This album's title is more 
suggestive of indigo stuff than 
is found in the material, which is 
on the broad side. This collection 
comprises a dozen tunes that have 
been banned from a radio show 
aired over WWVA in Wheeling, 
West Va. The spiciest numbers in 
this collection are “She Came Run- 


PEEP EEEED TETEE OE EFEPTEEEFFEPIPFEFEESE OEE +E GES 


artificial “pop” elements inte the | ning Down The Mountain,” “Oh 
performance. The result is a warm, | What A Beauty’(the nearest thing 
| Sunday school type of package due | to a “dirty song”), and “The Right 
to have a broad response. Key But The Wrong Keyhole.” But 
“The Big Country” (United Art-/this is unsophisticated, rustic stuff 
ists). An excellent western-|which never offends. Sid Gunter 
flavored score for the Gregoryjdelivers the material in typical 
Peck starrer, “The Big Country,” style with fiddle backgrounds. 
has been fashioned jinto another Presenting Peter Palmer” (RCA 
| solid soundtrack set for the UA| Victor). Peter Palmer, the Li‘l 
;disk label. Jerome Morass has/| Abner of the Broadway show, re- 
|exploited many of the familiar | verses field in this disk offering 
|mustang themes with the addition|with a program of class son 
|of some fresh strokes that give | belted with polished pipes. Pal- 
{special impact to some of the | mer gives effective legit renditions 
tracks. It's one of the few sound- | of such tunes as “Granada,” “The 
track sets that stand up indepen-| Very Thought of You,” “In The 
| dent of the fiim story. {Still of the Night,” “All The 
| Rex Allen: “Mister Cowboy” | Things You Are,” “Serenade” and 
| (Decca). Rex Allen, a pic cowboy | other upper bracket standards. 


|who also has a mark in the coun-| Lehman Engel’s orch backs up ex- 
cellently. 


| try & western field, has appropri- 

jately assembled a repertory of “Swiss Mountain Music” (Cap- 
familiar oaters for this hoss album. | jtol), Recorded in Switzerland, 
A resonant folk-singing baritone, | this set covers the gamut of Swiss 
Allen spans such oldies as “Sweet | bells, horns and yodels with authen- 
Betsy from Pike,” “Cindy,” “Lone-|tic and frequently brilliant tech- 
some Valley,” “On Top of Old/nique. This folk collection is per- 
!formed by several groups and in- 


Smokey” and others. 
“Josephine Premice In Paris” cludes much familar Swiss folk 
material. Herm. 


songstress Josephine Premice, who 
as ad a varied career in niteries Bill Hayes Builds Disk 
Potential Via Industrial 
Shows for Oidsmobile 


and on the legit stage around the 
A disk artist can build a ‘ailor- 


world, is a compelling stylist with 
a wide range of expressions. In 
this sheaf of French» tunes, she 
ranges from the _ sophisticated 
“Quand Je Monte Chez Toi” 
ag 3 a torchy “Que Reste-t-Il 
e Nos Amours” t i ; , 

“Joue Pour Moi.” — ee made fan club through industrial 

; shows. So says singer Bill Hayes, 

who’s been an Oldsmobile “sales- 

man” for the past three years, 

playing at dealer meets and in tv 

commercials for Olds. 

The sponsor identification doesn’t 

hurt a singer, he says. Through the 

industrial shows for Olds, Hayes 








| 
| 














Pervez Prado. .....vesss. Victor figures he plays te close to 100,000 
Domenico Modugno ..... Decca people a season. “We're ali on the 
F - same team,” he points out, “se it's 
Doris Day .......... Columbia only natural that they should be 
Ricky Nelson ......... Imperial partial to my disk releases.” Even 
- , the exposure on the tv commer- 
Kalin Twins ............ Decca }| cials, he adds, helps the disk in the 
Pe BE incaceusesess« Dot long run because more and more 
r e 

ED 0s evauumen ee Capitol + ~ a naa unre 6 @ 
Dobby Dart sic ewscxnrs Atco A sidebar to the tv commercial 
Jimmy Clanton ee angle is that it served as a starting 
cea See ee point for a nitery act. Working in 
Elegants APT tandem for Olds with Florence 
Henderson on the tv spots, Frank 

Egar, of D. P. Brother & Co., ad 

agency representing Olds, and 

manager Jack Bertell figured that 

: 5 the duo had a nitery act potential 

Ponytails ............ ABC-Par with a buildup of material. 

Ce a ar eee Deman Hayes, who disclicked several 
years ago for Cadence with “The 

Coasters Pinel -« 6 ddd cane Atco Ballad of Davy Crockett,” moved 
Elvis Presley ........... Victor on to ABC-Paramount and _ last 


Frankie Avalon .....Chancellor 


His first for Kapp will be “Summer 





Everly Bros. ......... Cadence Love.” 
Duane Bady ........2.- Jamie Stubby K Set 
aii ; aye Se 
Patti Page .......+.... Mercury Sidney Siegel, Seeco prexy, is on 


the Coast te cut an album with 
Stubby Kaye. The LP will be tag- 
ged “Music for Chubby Lovers.” 
During his Coast stay, Siegel 
| will visit his San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and Hawaiian distributors 
and scout material for his label. 


Roulette 
..Carlion 


Jimmie Rodgers 
Jack Scott 





week switched to the Kapp label. 


Se eae Te es eee 
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HI-FI SHOWS ON S$ 





George Avakian Joins WB Label As 
A&R Chief; Conkling Using Indies 


George Avakian has joined the + 


new Warner Bros. label as director 
ef artists & repertoire. Although 
Avakian will be based in the east, 
James B. Conkling, diskery’s 
prexy, stressed that there will be 
no distinct separation between east 
and Coast a&r functions. 

The a&r plans, according to 
Conkling, include the appointment 
ef an additional a&r director who 
will be based on the Coast but 
who, along with Avakian, will have 
a “wide latitude for creative pro- 
duction no matter what the lo- 
eale.” 

Both Avakian and the Coast man 
te be named, will work with indie 
producers in the making of all WB 
product. Approximately 12 indie 
producers already have been em- 
ployed by the company thus far. 

Conkling also pointed out that 
he doesn’t intend to saddle his 
a&r directors with the problems 
ef the sales and accounting depart- 
ment. “The exercise of an a&r 
director's responsibilities should 
be completely free from the ad- 
ministrative, sales and promotional 
details as is possible,” he saéd. 

In addition to producing albums 
and singles under his own aegis, 
Avakian will direct and assign 
similar production to other produc- 
ers of his own choosing. 

Up until recently Avakian had 
been director of pop album reper- 
toire for Columbia Records. Conk- 
ling, incidentally, had been prexy 
at Col up until a few years ago 
and Hal Cook, WB's sales chief 
held a similar post at Columbia. 
Avakian had a short-lived deal 
with World Pacific after leaving 
Col a few months ago. 

On the distribution level, WB's 
regional operations will be super- 
vised by Vic Chirumbulo, eastern 
sales division manager; Robert 
Summers, midwestern sales man- 
ager; Al Klein, southern sales di- 
vision manager, and Stuart Wood- 
ruff, western sales division man- 
ager. 

Frank Cosaro has been named 
disk rep in Boston and Donald 
Graham has been selected for the 
same post in San Francisco. Both 
reps will handle sales, promotion, 
publicity and a&r liaison in their 
respective districts. 


George Wein, Brussels 
Jazz Impresario for US., 
Hits Lack of Press Agents 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Jazz impresario George Wein 
says there's nothing wrong with 
the Yank setup at the Brussels Fair 
that some public relations couldn't 
eure. American pavillion, opines 





the Bostonian, is the most success- | 


ful one there, but you'd never know 
it from the few, and prejudicial 
stories in our press. 








Wein, just back from Brussels, 


made his comments here en route 
te the French Lick (Ind.) jazz fest, 
which he helmed for the sponsoring 
Sheraton hotel circuit. 

The musician - critic - producer - 


boniface contended that the State | 


Department's press relations 
(there’ve been none at all at the 


fair) might have avoided the “anti” | 
tone of dispatches to U.S. gazettes. | 


New York Times critic Howard 
Taubman, for one, alarmed the 
Newport fest troupers (with Wein 
sitting in), yet “the Belgian press 
found it a complete success.” Critic 
Taubman, in fact, didn't like any- 


thing musical at the Yank stand, | 


and Wein feels that his reaction 


might have been combatted in part | 


had a helpful flack or two been 
around for service. 


As for the American pavillion as | 


a whole, Wein feels it can certainly 


be criticized—“but as a successful | 
Wein | 


exhibit, not as a failure.” 
insists that raps at the exhibit for 
its so-called cultural shortcomings 


aren't fair “because Europeans | 
don’t looks to us for culture. 
They're the most intellectual 


snobs” and don’t expect us to com- 
pete in the longhair idioms, 


| 
| 


} 


| 





JULE STYNE SETS UP 
TV MUSICAL PKGE. CO. 


Composer Jule Styne is stepping | 


into the tv musical picture with; running from Sept. 30 to Oct. 4,| bum market has created the un-! 
the formation of a packaging firm! has been themed to “The Age of precedented situation of a long~ 
to be called Producers’ Music Pub-| Stereo” by the sponsoring Institute | hair artist contending for the top 


lishers Co. 

On new firm’s agenda is a mu- | 
sicalization of James Thurber’s 
“The Wonderful O,” with a score 
by Carolyn Leigh and Cy Coleman; 
“The Things We Did Last Sum-| 
mer,” a tv original starring Tab| 
Hunter, Shirley MacLaine and/ 
Peggy King and an as yet untitled | 
show for Judy Holliday when she | 


| 
| 


TEREO KICK 





MEAG. AIM FOR 
‘DUG MARKET 


The heavyweight, multi-direction- 
al drum-beating for stereophonic 
sound is due To get under way} 
next month when the audio fair 
season begins across the country. 
In New York, for instance, the an- 
nual High Fidelity Music Show, 





of High Fidelity. 

As with previous developments | 
in the sound reproduction field. | 
the audio fairs have played a key | 
role in educating the hi-fi “hugs” 
to the latest wrinkles in techniqve. | 
For the first time this year, the | 
audio fairs will be able to work 
with a wide choice of commercial | 
stereo disks for demonstration pur- | 


+ 


CLIBURN LONGHAIR LP 


Capitol Sales Soar to Peak $43,694,000, 


But Net Dips Slightly 





SELLS LIKE POP SINGLE 


Van Cliburn’s hot pace in the al- | 


slot in the bestselling pop package 
charts. The Tchaikowsky Con- 
certo platter by the Texas pianist, 
whose winning of the Moscow 
competition a couple of months ago | 
made him a national figure over 
night, is now expected to hit the 
1,000,000 marker by the end of the 
year. 

When that happens, it'll be the 





completes her run in the current| poses, instead of being limited | first time that a longhair artist has | 


Broadway tuner, 
ing.” 


3 Major British 
Labels Prep Bids 


“Bells Are Ring- | 








strictly to stereo tapes as in the) 


trade that stereo will first have to | 
catch on with the hi-fi fanaties | 
first before percolating down to 
the less knowledgable masses. | 

Extent of the interest in the hi-fi | 
fair is indicated by the fact that | 
over 40,000 paid to get into the} 
New York show last year. Attend- 
ance has been increasing over the 
years despite the fact that an ad- 
mission charge was imposed to 
keep out the just plain gawkers. 

According to Joseph N. Senja- 


For Stereo Marke 


London, Aug. 19. 


A three sided stereophonic disk | 
battle will be launched later this | 
month when Decea and MI release 
their first directional sound plat- 
ters and so join the Pye Group in 
the bid for sales. } 

Pye, which has been marketing | 
stereodisks since June, has just 
announced a price cut for these | 
records, which will bring them in| 
lire with the normal platters. Both 
Decca and EMI stated their disks, 
too, would retail at norma! prices. | 

The most expensive cirectional | 
platter in Britain will now retail 
at $5.60—the cheapest, 45 rpm 
singles at 93c. The keen rivalry 
with Pye will begin with 20 re- 
leases from Decca and 29 from 
EMI, but a Decca spokesman said | 
that within a few weeks of the 
initial releases another 43 would 
hit the market. 

Among Decca’s first releases will | 
be a proportion of RCA works in- | 
cluding the new Glen Miller orch, | 
Julie Andrews and Max Reiner. | 
There will also be disks from Ed- 
mundo Ros, Mantevami ind the| 
Ted Héath orch which played a 
prominent part in the experimental | 
stage of Decca’s stereo program 

EMI will come out with eight 

(Continued on page 64) 


|min, Pilot Radio Corp. exec v.p. 
and president of the Institute of 
High Fidelityy “stereophonic sound 
for the home represents the great- 
est advance in home entertainment 
since television. It is the show’s 
objective to bring to the public 
en awareness and understanding of 
this latest development in home , 
high fidelity.” | 

For the first time this year, the. 
entire Trade Show Building, oppo- | 
site the Hotel New Yorker, will be | 
occupied by the hi-fi show. About 
135 exhibitors are expected to take 
space with 92 already having 
signed up. One floor of the huild- 
ing is being set aside for exhibits 
of educational, institutional and 
public service nature. | 

Similar shows sponsored by the 
same outfit will be staged in Phil- 
adelphia, Milwaukee, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 


} 





Vik’s Rosner to Coast 

Ben Rosner, general manager .of 
Vik Records, headed for the Coast 
early this week for promotional 
chores. 

During his Coast stay, Rosner | 


will exploit Vik’s September | 
schedule of albums and pop 
' singles. j 


come up with a 1,000,000-seller on | 





al Launches 
Fall Line Push 
With 36 Pkges. 


Coral Records is launching its 





| will 


| accredited dealers, 


| fall program with 32 LP’s and four 
| stereo disks. The fall push is being 
tied in with Coral’s 10th anni. 
Norman Weinstroer, Coral’s gen- 
eral sales manager, hit the road 
last week to showcase diskery’s 
“Sell-Ebration” presentation via a 
special LP and slides. The presen- 
tation disk contains comments and 
introductions by Weinstroer and 
such Coral diskers as Lawrence 
Welk, McGuire Sisters, Teresa 
Brewer, Barbara McNair, Fddie 
Lawrence and George Cates. 


The plan for the fall program | 


went into effect Monday (18) and 
continue through Sept. 12. 
Back orders and deliveries will be 
made up to and including Sept. 30. 
A 10° discount is being offered 


| to any dealer who places orders for | 


the new releases, as well as cata- 


log merchandise totaling $200 or | 


more. As an added _ incentive 
dated billing is also available to 
allowing pay- 
ment in thirds with the first pay- 
ment due Nov. 10, second-Dec. 10 
and third on Dec. 26. 

In the new releases for Coral are 
three Lawrence Welk sets, and 
albums by George Cates, Manny 
Albam, Barbara McNair, Steve Al- 

(Continued on page 64) 











RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS 






































































































































to $2,777,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Capitol Records gross sales has 
skyrocketed to its highest peak in 
company’s 16-year history, accord- 
ing to prexy Glenn E. Wallichs. 
Label’s gross sales figure ending 
June 30, 1958, totals $43,694,818, 
a 24% increase over the fiscal year 
that ended June 30, 1957, when 
sales of $35,108,401 was reported. 

The net income for the company, 
however, is down to $2,777,755 
compared to $3,239,362 for this 
same period last year. The decline 
in the net income resulted largely 
from the launching of three new 
enterprises: Capitol Phonographs, 
the Capitol Record Club, and 
Angel Records, plus an increase in 
general operating costs. 

Wallichs indicated that the in- 
crease in sales during the period 


| past. There is little question in the | an individual disk. | covered in the shareholders report 


resulted from a higher volume of 
sales in every major line of the 
company. In view of this, company 
is meeting the increased produc- 
tion demands by developing a new 
Los Angeles plant en a four-acre 
site at Fletcher Drive and San 
Fernando Road on property pur- 
chased earlier this year for $403,- 
000. An additional $500,000 is 
being spent to improve the site 
which is expected to be completed 
during company’s current fiscal 
year. 


Modugno’s Decca Click 











| Sparks Victor Release; 
| Set Carnegie Hall Date 


| Domenico Modugno, t Italian 
crooner, is competing with himseif 
on two rival U.S. labels. After 


disclicking with “Nel Blu Dipinto 
Di Blu” on Decca, RCA Vistor ran 
Modugno inte market under its 
| banner with “Musetto.” 

The Victor disk comes from an 
| old Modugno tie with RCA Victor 
| International. Piatter was cut 
several years ago but was just re- 
| leased here to cash in on the “Nel 
| Blu Dipinto Di Blu” gravy. 
Modugno is now tied to the Italian 
| firm, Phonit, with which Decca has 
| U. S. distribution rights. 

Decca is now mulling the possi- 
| bilities of recording Modugno dur- 
jing his current U.S. stay. Several 
| wrinkles still have to be ironed 
| out, however, before Decca can put 
| him into the grooves here. 

Even if a U.S. recording session 
| doesn’t work out, Decca won't be 
stuck for another Modugno release. 
Waiting in the Decca cans is an- 
other etching which he cut for 
Phonit in Italy. Decca, however, 
is sitting on the new release until 
the “Nel Blu Dipinto Di Blu” vogue 
peters out. 














Modugno, who is currently in 
| the U.S. fer a short stay, will re- 
| turm again to this country Sept. 11. 
ais ls ~ im 'On Sept 18, he’s been booked for 
Si alte t a Carnegie Hall, N.Y., concert with 
VARIE 7 ? 5 : ,- - . é & a lineup of additional talent. Er- 
Survey of retail sheet music Zlelzs z tie a o. berto Landi is handling Modugno 
best sellers based on reports aleléi-. : ~18/35 sis in the U.S. 
obtained from leading stores in Rete = ¢ = _ a 213 8 elif 
13 cities and showing com BisSiei2zigegisiese 212i“ lisio 
parative sales rating for this _ © ian See oe: E > E cigi@r MORRIS STOLOFF ADDED 
and last week. Oi. 1G s|= i= $ | : SiFi& isla 
* ASCAP t BMI $ : ] ele] | i & : es ‘ =|} T0 COLPIX A&R STAFF 
~~ > = 3 i - - 4 oo 
National : = z FE ] ¢ | = | 3 4 z t : 3) 4 Morris Stoleti, head” iy Ball 
= & | | bia Pictures music department, has 
Rating + 4 z < 2/< © E £ H & E 4 U been named musical director for 
This Last lish . = S\S\8ls | elizir | Colpix Records, subsid of the 
wk, wk. Title and Publisher k E 5 & é 7 = 3} I g Z\Z\s | Gower lot. Stoloff, winner of two 
- ! | Academy awards, has been with 
1A 2. Volare (Robbins).. : ££ 2 2.8 | . tes ¢ £ i Col since 1936. He will work under 
1B 1  ¢Patricia (Peer Int)......... So eS 2 ee ee eee 
- ~~ ee ee er | . 
3 4 _*If Dr’ms Came True (Korwin). ar SS a a eo a Se ee Oe 4 65 | Simultaneously, Stoloff has been 
4...  +Peor Little Fool (Eric) > «2. FE 3 5 1 52 awarded a gold platter by Decca 
5A 7 £«%*Evy’b’dyL’vesL’ver(Korwin) 5 3 5... .. s @ en 4s 49 | for his recording of “Moonglow— 
5B 8 “Enchanted Island (Korwin).. 8 10 .. 4 2 9 7 ee 2 or 
7 6 A Certain Smile (Miller)... 10 4 3 7 3 a o oe a a ee ree 
8 3 *Left Right Your Heart (S-B). ye oe 6 5 3 os -S 44 NEW CAP CUSTOM REP 
9 10 *Return To Me (Southern)... .. .. 7 6 8 8 4 4 29 Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
10  § ‘*When (S-Michele).......... “a wera? 4 a 16 ff} Cc. L. og Harden = rae 
. 14 named sales representative of the 
Sh SE EEMED ccc cc cesesees x 5 s 5 —" leustem serviess department of 
12A +My True Love (S-Peer)..... “ery ca | Capitol Records, 
128 .. “Born Too Late (Mansion)... 9 .. .. .. @ =... .. 7 13 || Prior to his new job, Harden was 
12C 11 +Purple People Eater (Cordial) .. .. .. «. -- +. 4 .. 8 .. .. .. 43. order service manager for the la- 
iS .. *Are You Really Mine (Ptary) 7 veer es nee ee ee 
| R. Jones, 
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BMI Slicing Publishing Operation = 
But Denies Plans to Shutter Firm 





Broadcast 
back the staff of its music pub- | 
lishing firm but has no plans to. 
give up this phase of its operation | 
at the rresent time. Carl Haver- | 
lin, BMI prexy, stated that the 
publishing company was only exer- 
cising normal economies at this 
time in reducing the nuraber of 
its pluggers and shaving custs in 
the Los Angeles and Chicago of- 
fices where, plugging personnel 
will double in working for the 
publishing company and also do 
general work in behalf of BMI. 

At the present time, Julie 
Stearns, who has been heading up 
the Broadcast Music publishing 
company since the beginning, is | 
the only fulltime staffer with the 
firm. Indicative that the firm will 
continue to function is the fact 
that Stearns recently picked up 
two songs, 

Reports of BMI's fold of its 
publishing operation stemmed both 
from the economies and the fact 
that the licensing organization 
had been under heavy attack from 
the ASCAP tunesmiths for run- 
-ning its own firm. Whatever the 
ultimate plans are regarding the 


fusie Inc. is cutting + 


Disk Firms Saving Coin 
From ‘Educ’! Matter’ Tag» 
Under New Postal Laws 


The new postal act, which went | 
into effect Aug. 1, represents a | 
hefty saving to the disk companies. | 
Under the new law, records have | 


been put on the same basis as | 
books and can be shipped as “edu- | 
cational matter” eliminating the | 
fourth class parcel post classifica- 
tion calling for postage rate ac- 
cording to zones. 

The postage rate on disk pack- 
ages now calls for 9c. for the first 
pound and 5c for each additional 
pound. The rate will be the same | 
for shipment to any part of the 
country. An example of the saving 
is pointed up in the instance of a 
New York-based disk manufacturer 
sending a pound package to an- 
other N.Y. mailing address and to 
a California station. Under the old 
law the N.Y. shipment would cost 





BMI music firm, it’s unlikely that 
BMI execs will move to “dissolve 
it at this time when it may appear 
that the move was done under 
pressure. 

Same strategy holds true for the 
divorcement of BMI from the net- 
works. While it’s known that the 
networks would like to divest them- | 
selves of any stock interest in| 
BMI, they are reluctant to do so 
while the attack from the ASCAP 
songwriters is still under way, both 








in the courts and in the legislative | 
chambers. | 
S “ 3 _~ 
Texas College Cats | al |¢ | g{ |s| |z $| |3 
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recent concert, with music school | S 3|% =) Tlz sie i2i 7 lai ez TizI] | 5 = |= + L 
matriculators from two state col- | 5 cilia | 3 gis 4 7 i ] : Tia/|e a 7 fe 
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mittee of Texas VU. Concert was | SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor) 
oe see ee | 11 Soundtrack (LOC 1932)... - 6 3 e. Se 2 1 : eR? ees 2 120 
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type proportions next year, making VAN CLIBURN (Victor) 
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successful purveying of the swing- 12 12 Gems Forever  *) SPE rae 8 aa v te, he 8 ae oe ow ae 
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it — ide ey -— | ey 13. 13 ##Golden Records (LPM 1707)...... 6 oe 6 5 27 
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F 15 22 S’Awful Nice (CL 1137).......... 3 5 , ot SS ae 
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z g ouse f Up 16 19 Soundtrack (W 740) ...........+. i te 5 8 Bw 
Drive for Special BG LP AROUND THE WORLD (Decca 
The Westinghouse Television- | eae peck An = a : Lent Soalbiate 
Radio Division, which bankrolled ~<a yp pid 
Benny Goodman's appearance at 18 14 Soundtrack (SAO 595) ...... sme a Ss ee eee oe eee 
the Brussels Fair a cquple of PERRY COMO (Victor) 
months ago, is parlaying its spe- [19 .. Golden Records (LOP 1007)......_ 9 + +s 2. .  U 
cial LP Goodman package inte a TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) 
major promotion this fall. The 12- 20A 17 Nearer the Cross (T 1005) .. ae a ee eS eee ae Ge ee ere ea oe ees a ee se 
inch LP started out to be a $1.29 |[ ~ LESTER LANIN (Epic) a oe SF og 
ee Ribera 20B 24 Goes to College (LN 3474)........ -. ++ +. 7 5 10 
e@aiers Ow - pe 
rs , FE . cane | AHMAD JAMAL (Argo) 
SEO ee eee ere nsing wots on |f 20020. Bat Net for Me (ARGO 52)... .._-._ 9 .._ 8 10 
tv to plug the package. DAKOTA STATON (Capitol) 
On Sept. 8, Westinghouse is\| 23 25 Late Late Show (T 876).......... -. -- -- -- 7 6 9 
sponsoring a “Music: U.S.A.”| GLENN GRAY (Capitol) 
spectacular build around Gcodman. |f 24A Sounds of Great Bands (W 1022).. .. .. .. .. 8 6 8 
Also on the show will be Johnny FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) ; 
a poe aay Andre wise | 24B Come Fly With Me (W 920)....... .. 5 9 8 
Vin and sne ooiey. 


18c while the Coast package would 


| cost 32c. Under the new law both 


| pound packages go for 9c. 

| It hasn't been cleared 
| whether the “educational matter’ 
| tag is needed on the packages but 
| some companies are playing it safe 
| by affixing that legend on each 


yet 


London, Aug. 19. 
All I Have to Do Is Dream 
Everly Bros. 


French Disk Bestsellers | 


(London) 

ee Kalin Twins 
(Brunswick) 

Hard Headed Woman. Presley 
(RCA) 





Return to Me........ Martin 
(Capitol) 

Endless Sleep......... Wilde | 
(Philips) 

Hands—Tulips 

Amsterdam ........ Bygraves 
(Decca) 

eS Saae Preps 
(Capital) 

Rave Gm ..2€......:. Holly 
(Vogue-Coral) 

Twilight Time....... Platters 
(Mercury) 

Who’s Sorry Now... .Francis 
(MGM) 





TANGLEWOOD CONCERTS 
UP GROSS TO $366,943 


Lenox, Mass., Aug. 19. 
An increase of 5,837 in attend- 
ance, to 168,773, and of $9,174 in 
gross, to $366,943, marked the 21st 
season of Berkshire Festival con- | 
certs at Tanglewood, Lenox. A 
record-breaking crowd of arade,| 





attended Tanglewood - on - Parade, 
the annual benefit for the Berk- 
shire Music Center. Gross ticket | 
sale amounted to $35,190. | 

In addition to concerts by the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, 25,- | 
235 people were present at 41 
student and other concerts open | 
to Friends of the Center. Four | 
weekend series of concerts by the, 


| she is well known to Washington political and social circles. 


full orchestra drew 86,045; grossed 
| 


package. | $315,603. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Hank Fort, femme songwriter and performer, has cut a new Epic 
album which she hopes will ease the shock of Alaskan statehood for 
Texans. Among the songs (a few in collaboration with others) is 
“Tall Tales of Texas,” which details the “mosts” of Texas but omits 
mention of its size when compared to the 49th state. 

The album, called “Hank” and due for late-month release, includes 
“In Arkansas” (originally composed to salute her friend, Sen. John 
LL. McClellan), and other songs about Connecticut and Florida. 

Listed in the local social register properly—as Mrs. Hankins Fort— 
She 
creates songs by the hundreds, many as special gestures for friends. 
She wrote “Happy Birthday, Uncle Sam” as a birthday present for 
House Speaker Sam Rayburn but has shifted the lyrics in the hope 
of marketing it as a July the Fourth number. 





Paul Siegel, U.S. rep for several foreign firms, has piled up a lot of 
overseas material into American publishing hands. Included are “Scon 
War’n Die Tage Rosen” to Northern Musi; “Wenn Frauen Schwindeln” 
to Alan Freed’s firm; “Tango Militaire” to Shapiro, Bernstein; “Giu- 
vanne Cu A Chitarra” to Pincus Music,” theme from the German pic 
“Red Lamps” to Stan Cooper’s Sounds Music; “An Der Seine” and “I 
Tre Timidi” to Criterion Music; “Amore” and “Concerto To Love” to 
Abe Olman, “Ich Schliess So Gern Die Augen” to Chappell and Wer- 
ner Mueller’s “Trumpet Boogie” to Southern Music. 





KITE, in San Antonio, has a novel tie-in with Columbia Records 
which. is offering the teenagers of the city a choice of albums by 
staying tuned throughout the day to KITE. At various times through- 
out the hour, a Columbia record or track of a top Columbia album 
is played. The name of a local high school is called out and any 
member of the student body calling in first is awarded the album or 
the record played at the time. 





The veteran Tobias cleffing family is being perpetuated on the 
hit lists via one of the younger members of the clan, Fred Tobias, 
who has come up with his first hit, “Born Too Late.” Fred is the 


| son of tunésmith Charles Tobias whose brothers, Henry and Harry, also 


have numerous hits to their credit. 





Richard Maltby, bandleader on the Vik label, is staging a jazz con- 
cert tomorrow (Thurs.) at his hometown Syosset, L. I., High School for 
the benefit of the school’s music department. Maltby is spotlighting 


| new jazz works in extended form. Vibiet Teddy Charles will be featured 


in one of his works as will be trumpeter Rusty Dedrick. 














RETAIL ALBUM BEST SELLERS 
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TIEY, | 


~ FOREVER, MY DARLING 47/20-7320 WITH JOE REISMAN’S ORCH:. M CHORUS 
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SRO FOR IRA! 


Rather unusual... not precisely 
what one would expect from 
American music. Decidedly 
clever and captivating! 
LONDON GUARDIAN 


Music circles abroad are buzzing 
with the name of Ira lronstrings. 
First-niters delighted to scoop the 
USA...his next stop. Expect a 
new Jronstrings and SRO nitely! 

DICK JAMES 


Ironstrings is solid boffo! Some 
say the greatest talent to tread the 
boards since Jolson. Look for a 
smash when Ira hops back to the 
U.S. next month! 

MARQUEE MAGAZINE 


Ira Ironstrings displays an un- 
common talent for creating the 
unusual in good musical taste. His 
style is commercial, but this re- 
viewer finds it refreshingly pleas- 
ant. A long stride forward for 
popular music. 

DAVID JACKSON 


Magnifique! Ira Ironstrings c’est 
un grande artiste! 
REVUE DU FRANCAISE 


Musical expressions in metallic 
sharps and flats, the most pleasing 
new sound since Miller. Ira shows 
unlimited range with the most 
vibrant, resonant sounds this lis- 
tener has ever heard. 

SAM T. WILLSON 


A powerful performance by one 
of our most versatile musical 
talents. Ira’s music tingles the 
spine...soothes the soul...leaves 
audiences spellbound! 

BOB BURNSTEIN 


The hippest! Ira wails a storm... 
a wild new sound that could lose 
only the dead. Wait till you hear 
his 12-bar choruses... flip-musicl! 

JAZZ JOURNAL 


Ira Ironstrings shows still another 
side to his remarkable versatility. 
His performance is inspired from 
start to exhausted finish, and he 
moves his audience every note of 
the way. The production is imag- 
inatively conceived, brilliantly 
staged and masterfully executed, 

WENDELL W. WHYTE 


A new sound rocked the musi 
world last week. Its creator: Ira 
Ironstrings, an American instru- 
mentalist now appearing in Lon- 
don. By week’s end, his stirring 
solos and orchestrations had 
drawn superlatives from a tradi- 
tionally conservative London 
press. Our verdict: a long run for 
American music lovers. 

WORLD WEEKLY 


IRONSTRINGS 
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al 


“NOW AVAILABLE FOR INTERNATIONAL BOOKINGS: 











MUSIC 
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Eileen Farrell to Col in Opera Kick; 
Morgana King to UA; Other Signings 





As part of a buildup of its op-+ 
eratic repertoire, Columbia Rec- 

















ords has tagged dramatic soprano 
Eileen Farrell to a longterm pact. 
She's set to be cut this week in a 
recording of Cherubini’s “Medea,” 
the opera she has performed n 
concert version for three years. 
Miss Farrell will open the Saa 
rancisco Opera Co. season Sept. 12 
in the first American performance 
of “Medea.” 
Morgana King To UA 

Morgana King, 
who has been working the nitery 
circuit, has joined the United Art- 
ists Records’ talent roster. She's 
being spotlighted in an album titled 
“Let Me Love You.” 

Leslie te Liberty 

John Leslie has joined the Lib- 
erty Records label. 
viously etched 


jazz songstress | 





Crooner pre-|Presley, Harry Belafonte, 
under the ABC-| Fisher and Perry Como, all of 


RCA BROADENS INTL 
TIES VIA PHILIPINES CO. 


In a continuing expansion of its | 
international department, RCA) 
Victor has made a deal with the 
Filipines Record Corp. to manu-| 
facture and distribute Victor plat-| 
ters in the Phillipines. | 

The Filipines comany is owned 
by the Villar family which have 
been in the disk biz over 25 years. 
They recently build a new factory 
in Quezon City, near Manila. Ma- 
nuel Villar, prexy of the company, 
plans an immediate push on disks 
by such pop Victor artists as Elvis 
Eddie 


Paramount and Epic banners. His | whom have large followings in the 
first release is due this week. It/Islands. George Prutting ,disk man- 


will 
Rain” and “Guilty.” 
Colpix’s Hathaway 

Thrush Ann Hathaway, who’s 
etched in the past few years for 
several Coast indies, has joined 
Colpix Records. Diskery is the 
new subsid of Columba Pictures. 
Miss Hathaway opens a two-week- 


er at El Rancho Vegas. Las Vegas, | 


on a bill starring Joe E. Lewis. 
King’s Additions 

King Records, Cincinatti based 
firm, has been_ building its subsid 
rosters.. Added to the DeLuxe 
label were Reggie & Jimmie, teen- 
ers from New York, and_ the 
Swinging Phillies, a quartet from 
Philadelphia. Joining King’s Fed- 
eral label subsid last week were 
nine-year old Faith Taylor and 
former gospel singer Kenneth 
Tibbs. 








CAP NIX OF SANDS STINT 


KILLS ‘MARDI’ TRACK LP 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


With Capitol Records refusing to | 


allow Tommy Sands voice to be 
heard in the soundtrack score of 
the Jerry Wald production, “Mardi 
Gras,” Randy Woods, prexy of Dot 


Records, has abandoned plans of | 


releasing a soundtrack Ip of ‘Mar- 
di” on his label. Instead, Wood 
will release a special Pat Boone 
“Mardi Gras” package which will 
be cut this week. 

At one time Dot was consider- 
ing releasing a score of the film 


minus Sands voice, which would | 
be dubbed in with another singer, | 


but Wood and Boone both nixed 


the idea in deference to Sands. In | 


addition to the LP, Boone will cut | 


the Sammy Fain and Paul Frantis 
Webster “Mardi Gras March” as 
a single. Gary Crosby, who records 
for Verve Records, is also co- 
starred in the “Mardi” film. 


Mike Todd Legituners 
Due for Belock Pkge. 


Hit tunes from the late Mike 





Todd’s Broadway musicals will be | 


compiled into a stereo tape and 
disk on the Everest label under 
the title of “Michael Todd‘s Broad- 
way.” Deal was ‘set by Michael 
Todd Jr. and the Belock Co., Ever- 
est's parent firm. Artists and 
tunes for the package have not yet 
been selected. The disk and tape 
will be distributed by Decca which 
recently firmed a distribution deal 
with Belock. 

Meantime, Belock has taped the 
London Philharmonic under the 
direction of Sir Adrian Bolt, as 
well as the London Symphony with 
Walter Susskind and Eugene Goos- 
ens as conductors, for their first 
Stereo etchings. A Belock engi- 
neering crew is now putting the 
orchs into the grooves. 





Suspect Hoodlums In 
50G Vt. Dancehall Fire 


Lake Dunmore, Vt. Aug. 19. 
Disgruntled hocdlums are sus- 
pected of setting a fire which de- 
stroyed the Cove Point Pavilion, a 
dance hall here for nearly 30 years, 
with an estimated loss of $50,000. 
“We had some hoodlums at the 
dance,” declared the owner, Ells- 
worth Johnson. “I called the po- 
lice to lock one of them up in coun- 
ty jail for making trouble. I sus- 
pect that some of the gang re- 
turned after the dance. The fire 
was definitely set. I feel the whole 
thing was done out of spite or re- 
venge.” 





be a coupling of “Summer ager for RCA International, made 


the deal. It brings the number of 
RCA Victor manufacturing associ- 
ates-around the world to 23. 





Indie Forms Indies 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Demon Records, coast indie label 
headed by Si Aaronson, is forming 
two subsidiary companies. 
The new labels, which make 
their bow later this month, will 
be tagged Swing Records and 
Valor Records. In addition to 
Aaronson, company topper? include | 
Joe Greene, veepee and a&r head, 
and George Brown, sales-promo- 














Holland Disk Bestsellers 
Amsterdam, Aug. 12. 
River Kwai March .... Miller D a 
(Philips) 
Melodie D’Amour ....... Ros — 
(Decca) k 2 Yank songwriter Harold 
, eee ’ aro 
Buona Sera .......... Prima New Yor | Adamson spending time in Scot- 
(Capitol) Marion Colby, Capitol Records jand, before heading South to 
Silvery Moon~:....... Vaughn |new pactee, guests on the Dick | London prior to sailing home next 
(London) Clark Show (ABC-TV) out of Philly week. 
Nel BI Sept. 3. She’s currently appearing | 
a ee A RD a Modugno | at the Fontainebleu, Miami Beach 
(Fonit) «c+ Art Schwartz, ad director, of Hollywood 
werd anee......Duttrtes | timbla certs, ging sm “Ad| avid Reve may wat Ne eli 
nips Midw ey 1 Executives | POPS concert at the Santa Monica 
Return to Me........ Martin west Advertising  #xecu Civic Auditorium Sept. 14 for 
(Capitol) Club .. . Kapp Records holding a MGM Records Decea’ J 
Hic sales incentive contest with emba | perry shot a hole-in-on at me 
re oe Howland mink stoles going to three first | ore - e at e 
(Columbia) prize winners Ceukent vous Crystalaire Country Club with a 
‘ , through Sept 30 The new Her- | 155 yard drive ... Ned Washington 
— ~ s+. ues pang wh Quintet. ‘Mesrena King and George Duning are penning 
. = : and the Sam Most Quartet heading |2\0U™ score for Screen Gems’ 
Verloren Zoon ......Gesona’s | yp current bill at the Village Van-|_1%¢ Naked City” vidpix series, 
(CID) guard. = will also be released by 
: lpix Records, subsid of Colum- 
Jack Lee, currently appearing at | pis Pictures. Bob Marks was feted 
Court Orders Halt Of Dot's Spot, Wildwood, N. J., cut | here at a Music Men’s luncheon 
two sides for Arcade Records.| prior to his transfer to the N.Y. 
Jumpin’ Jackie” and “Hong office of the Edward B. Marks 


Local 47 Sept. 4 Ballot Kong” . , . Richard Himber playing 


noonday concerts every Wednes- 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. | day and Friday at Madison Square 
Officials of Local 47, AFM, have | Park until Labor Day . . . Allied 
enreed’ wail eoath ctladiation § |Records will press and distribute 
gre pulation *0/the indie Del-Fi label . Izzy 
halt their. plans for the scheduled | Grove is no longer associated with 
Sept. 4 election to name six direc-| Alan Freed. 
tors of the Musicians Club, upon —_ 
being granted a 10-day continu- L 
ance so they can go to the District ondon 


Court of Appeal to have Judge Songstress Doris Steele inked 
Bayard Rhone decreed “preju-|to a three-year contract by the 
diced” in litigation over the club.| Oriole label... Singer Frank 


ee | Holder to the South of France 
Simultaneously, they agreed to | where he has a number of cabaret 


deposit in a blocked bank account | dates lined up Shirley Bassey 
all moneys collected on behalf .of| the Negro British thrush, will have 
the club, a corporation controlling | the past five years of her life un- 
the Local's headquarters and other | folded in an “8C-TV program on 
assets, and refrain from transfer-| September 7 The Edmundo Ros 
ring any funds from the club to} orch lined up for a 13-week Radio 


|pubbery . . . Bob Crosby is prep- 
|ping a Dixieland jazz version of 
“Porgy and Bess” for Dot Records, 





Chicago 
| Dizzy Gillespie does a week at 
| the Ebony, Houston, Oct. 10, and 
} goes to Tulsa’s Rose Room Oct. 
| 17-19 . . . Lionel Hampton set for 
Roberts Show Lounge here Nov. 
19, with a Dec. 5-7 date at the 
| Tulsa bistro .. . Pepper Pots are 
on a sixweeker at the Ranch in 
suburban Lyons ,. Marian 
McPartland's trio, plus mate 
Jimmy, to Milwaukee's Brass Rail 
for a single frame Oct. 6 . . ..Folk- 
singer Eve Lill, a prep school 
teacher, current at the Gate of 
Horn here .. . Chirper Peggy King 
missed several Mister Kelly's shows 

































































































































































tion chief. | the Local. ‘Luxembourg series starting Sept.’ with bad throat. 
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Survey of retail disk best </2/S/2lFlsle e\eiefs gig! |$|3/21/2/2 Sle 
sellers based on reports ob- ei ieiLit s15isle@lfiSlsielelaxl@leisis > i510 
tained from leading stores in >. sit ¢ SiSisstetsieic a an Si cleialz SIis6iiigr 
+ | 21 cities and showing com- SiC iS8islielisiaelt¢izia! &g Gls la>lesiSisl/Olele | § a 
iv i i < v aoi2i3 leisis ia zizi<;aisateé > s v ~ 
parative sales rating for this Sates siezxisitle(Sigisisifiszis sis EL 
and last week. 1137181 1 i 7) oe | >izi] ar ereLane + eis 
gisisigifgillei5 it lzieizic ili Bl LiQia\P 
SIFITISI BEIT SI SIE ELIT 212 glolglsiy iy io 
National aii Sie IS ei Ligieilidgt)els 2) eg | | s | eid 1 
Rating w/ g s/3/2\3)\8 elgizi< sie & £/e) | ie Pigig N 
This Last ieee eZee lel slsizlslelele| lele\siait 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 3 SIBIRISIElS (Sie isiSia/Si/ElOliulidalieials|s 
DOMENICO MODUGNO (Decca) 
1 1 Nel Blu Dipinto Di Blu ai. 1 1 1 = ae eS OS 1 2 1 2 1 1 7 1 145 
PEREZ PRADO (Victor) 
2 2 ~=sC*Patricia es 3 s s 3 re Gey See 1 3 S: 2 4.: 3 ee 
RICKY NELSON (Imperial) 
3 3 ‘Poor Little Fool Pie Me e. aie ee f Oe he yy oe eee as 4 88 
ELEGANTS (Apt) rast 
a 5 Little Star cae A 2 32 oo oe 2 * 6 6 1 6 4 84 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
5 4 Everybody Loves a Lover..... .8 9 ao. oe ee Ee oe 4 2.8.8 #4 ¢$ 5 8 176 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
6 ee eee , aia 7 # S&S @& Fa08 4 8 5 3°10 § 3 10 7 68 
i EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) 
7 #20 «Bird Dog F Pani dials 6 6 1 1 cm 2 2 63 
JIMMY CLANTON (Ace) 4 
8 6 Just a Dream woes a 4 6 8 ‘ 4 2 54 
JOHNNY OTIS (Capitol) 
9 10 Willie & Hand Jive 5 et 6 3 2 4 35 
PAT BOONE (Dot) 
10 9 If Dreams Came True 9 2 7 8 9 10 6 31 
KALIN TWINS (Decca) > 
he =, eee Bes tins cual re 1 9 8 2 7 9 30 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) 
12A 21 Devoted to You rier eee ee ee Bb -*@ 42s? is. « ae. 28 
JACK SCOTT (Carlton) 
12B 19 My True Love ‘ 5 6 6 6 4 28 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) 
14 14 + #£42Volare i aiid + 2 2 9 5 26 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
15 11 #£4xKing Creole . bos cee ss ssscecsees 10 3 8 3 6 25 
PGNYTAILS (ABC-Par) 
16A Born Too Late ie ore geet Maakaee 8 3 6U6tUCO8 8 9 22 
DUANE EDDY (Jamie) 
168 12 Repel Mower ................. 7 2 9 8 7 22 
, JIMMIE RODGERS (Roulette) 
ae Are You Really Mine... ae 6 9 6 4 9 21 
BOBBY DARIN (Atco) 
OO Sere : Se... 10 10 6 17 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
et ee) eee —" 4 . . 3 
COASTERS (Atco) : 
6 Be * Caer 4 6 4 ° . 9 A 16 
CRICKETS (Mercury) 
Re sk —eerP ree i ee P . ee 15 
FOUR LADS (Columbia) 
23 «(16 Frchanted NE Ate 2 brea a Le we 3 P es 4 8 10 14 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
24 #417 Hard Headed SN <4, duis sive dah 4 8 24 i Se 6s T les 7 #10 10 13 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
25 «685 eee Wee Ont of Wour Weart.... .. .s os so B we” ce ve i 
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EVERYBODY’S FAVORITE SINGERS 


CURT MASSEY 


and 


MARTHA TILTON 














wonderful Capitol release? It is... 


“THE SAN DIEGO WALTZ” 


b/us Curls great singing of 
“THE CALIFORNIA STORY” 











a 


of MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 20, 1958 





607, of Pops Via 
Indie Labels 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Being in the throes of making 
and marketing independent pop 
masters, based on a careful mark- 
et study, the following facts that 
I have learned, may not be ac- 
cepted by those with set, pre-r&r 
notions, but here they are and I 
believe ‘em wholeheartedly. 


i—Based on _ over-the-counter 
single pop record sales in the past 
six months, over 60% of the rec- 


ords reaching a bonafide listing in 
the top 40 bestsellers were inde- 
pendently-made masters, either re- 
leased on small labels or sold to 
large labels intact. This 10% ad- 
vantage over a 50-50 sales chance 
puts me on the side of independent 
masters in a racket where any plus, 
percentagewise, can’t be sneezed 
off 


above 60%) have that the careful- 
ly arranged and professionally pro- 
duced masters lacked? Simple: A 
spontaneous sound, achieved with 
mere “head arrangements,” 
less disavowal of the old rules 
(there’s no fool like an old rule!), 
and enough dissonance to appeal 
to the youthful record buyers who 
feel more at home (as I did at 
their age) when sourds aren't too 
parlor-perfect. Remember, they’re 
buying records now mostly to dance 
to and a single title-lyric idea, just 
enough to identify the record sales- 
wise, does the trick. Is this bad? 
One of the great old classic hits 
was titled “Ja-Da” and that’s about 
all the lyrie said..Compared to 
that, “Yakety-Yak” (one of last 
week's over-the-counter favorites) 
is verbose! 

3—I'm too old in the biz to argue 
with those who see r&r a forerun- 
ner of the Black Plague, and being 
in the pop music field for financial 
security, 
bel Prize, I feel quite proud since 
trying to speak their language 
(mainly because there are 15,000,- 


000 of ‘em with 98c in their little | 


2—What did the majority (the | 


a reck- | 


with no interest in a No- | 


hot hands) I find the kids now call | 


me “Pat” instead of 


Pat Ballard 
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“Mr. Ballard.” | 
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Coin Machines _ Retail Disks 











VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled sree Statistical enavte of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published i in the Current Issue 7 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


POSITIONS TALENT 
This’ Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
1 2 DOMENICO MODUGNO (Decca).......... Nel Blu Dipinto Di Blu® 
2 PEREZ PRADO (Victor) ....... PP 
3 3 RICKY NELSON (Imperial) ...........000: . Poor Little Fool+ 
4 4 DORIS DAY (Columbia) seseeeeseeeeess Everybody Loves A Lover* 
5 6 ELEGANTS (Apt) ........ccccccscseoveee Little Start 
5 EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) .........00+ onde git 
7 9 PEGGY LEE (Capitol) ......... Viciivewss . Fevert 
8 5 KALIN TWINS (Decca) ..... piedéceweektaa see 
9 8 JIMMY CLANTON (Ace) .. .ccccsccs .»+e. Just A Dreamf 
10 10 6 eB 5 Se re ere If Dreams Came True* 
resmons TUNES 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 2 *NEL BLU DIPINTO DI BLU (VOLARE) . .ccccccccccccccscces Robbins 
2 1 og oo) eee ser eee mee = Se Latins ededasebocdescce SOCk ain 
3 3 +POOR LITTLE FOOL Wee sagredeehecetetous eden tise k's Eric 
4 5 PERV E EO e LAVES B LUV ER . .iince eecsccgevoncsscssene Korwin 
5 6 *IF DREAMS CAME TRUE ....... EP SE rt rete eee Korwin 
6 9 EEE 2... oS Alu ees GENS SCAG s kink CUbes deeberestberaenes eas hes sem MEE 
7 7 RE IEEE 6 65 i005 5p at sdsunen Ee ee ee eT ee TT TE aT Keel 
8 4 ee ee eee ede $046) 00000 60be. 90 cceenteeespe «on. CEeEe 
9 8 TIUST A DREAM... 5 ccncsess TTT ete ET Th ee . Ace 
10 CE OG 6 icc vcteues OT re er eee Te eee .A-Rose 











UA Label Forms 
lts Own Subsid 


United Artists Records has now 
set up a new division, Unart Rec- 
ords, which may become the nu- 


| cleus of a new label for the picture 


| featuring The Rays singing 


company. Unart’s initially is op- 
reating as a distribution company 
for other labels and kicked off last 
week with a release of a XYZ disk 
“Ele- 


vator Operator.” XYZ is owned 


| by Slay & Crew, a disk producing 


| bels to its credit. 


|} are generally 


team which have supplied several 
masters to the UA label in the past. 

Setting up of subsid platter out- 
fits has become a common practice 


| in recent years with every size of 


company having one and more la- 
Subsid labels 
permit more releases and a greater 
sales flexibility since the subsids 
handled through a 


| different network of distributors. 


Roulette Bowing Fall 





Line at Distrib Meet 


Roulette Records will launch its 
fall program with three regional 


| distributor meetings. It’s the firms 


| Coast 


second annual distrib go-round. 
Meets have been scheduled for 
distributors at the Beverly 
Hotel, Beverly Hills, Aug. 
midwestern distribs at the Am- 


Hilton 
23: 


| bassador East Hotel, Chicago, Aug. 


26, and eastern distribs at the War- 
wick Hotel, N. Y., Sept. 6. 

At the meets, the Roulette brass 
will unveil product scheduled for 
release during September, October 
and November. Confabs will also 


| include plans for CoStar Records, 
the new Roulette subsid, as well as 


Tico Recordse, diskery’s Latin- 


American line. 














=== pliances. They are all bringing 
their own playback equipment into 


the stores. Pye has been doing so 





British Stereo 








for the past few months with 

—_ Continued from page 57 Semmes favorable results, with several 
; . Iant.| types of equipment ranging in 
classical works and iP of music| Price between $84 and $323. Decca | 
from “My Fair Lady” with «the will have three sets of equipment, | 
Norrie Paramour orch, as a 10-| the cheapest of which will be | 
inch LP featuring the George under $140, while EMI will stick 


Melachrino orch. to one model retailing at $244. 


From Pye will come disks by 
Lonnie Donegan, the Bill Shepherd 
band, Marion Ryan, and a disk} 
entitled “A Christmas Carol,” | 
is initially scheduled for 
overseas release and later for the 
home market. It will feature 
Petula Clark. The diskery also 
claims that it will score a first by | 
putting the London revue “For 
Adults Only,” out in stereo—the 
first musical show to go out on 
directional. 

The three waxeries are also 
backed by electronic divisions | 
which manufacture household ap- 








Coral 





len, Dorothy Collins, Eddie Law- | 
rence, McGuire Sisters, Joe New- | 
man, Carolyn Hester, Teresa Brew- | 
er, Eddie Costa Quartet, Colette | 
Renard, Jerry Carretta and Alan | 
Freed presenting the King’s Hench- | 
man among others. 

For the stereo kickoff Coral is | 
issuing “Champagne Dancing | 
| Party” by Lawrence Welk, “Kane 
|Is Able” by Jack Kane, “Lawrence 
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New York 22, N.Y. 


Phone: 
Plaza 9-4600 


Chicage, Ill. 


Phone: 
C&ntral 6-9451 


FOI III III TOOT ITI TR | Welk Presents Dick Kesner,” 


BERNIE NEROW: 
TRIO 


Currently 


TROPICANA HOTEL, Las Vegas 

ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION =—=y jis" siosic. ors to be represented 
JOB GLASER, Pres. Co. 

745 Fifth Ave. 203 N. Wabash Ave 407 Lincoln Rd. 


and 
*| “A Gallery of Gershwin” by the 
* | First Modern Piano Quartet. 
*| Coral also is adding to its “Cita- 
| tion” series (a $4. 98 LP), with “Re- 
| union in Hi Fi,” a package of the 
* | former Glenn Miller Singers— 
%*!Marion Hutton, Ray Eberle, Tex 
4 Beneke and The Modernaires. 


: Rank-Toff Firm Reps 
| Anthony’s Co, h U.K. 
| 


London, Aug. 19. 
The Ray Anthony publishing op- 
| erators, Starlight Songs and Moon- 


*e* 





sdindiadndndindind 


8619 Sunset Bivd. 
H‘weod 44, Calif. 


The deal was set by publisher 


Miami Beach, Fla. | David Toff, who owns a 50% in- 


‘WELK READIES YOUTH 


| 000 to $30,000 a 


| 
| 








| terest in Filmusic, the company in 
| which the Rank Organization has 
'the remaining stock. 


Phone: Phone: 
Jf verson 86-0383 OLympia 2-9946 





BAND: ‘NOT A BAD LIFE’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 
Lawrence Welk revealed he’s or- 
ganizing another band also to ap- 


| pear on television the ensuing fall 
|and winter. 
| Lawrence Welk’s 
;men or Teenagers and it'll be a} 
== young 
playing a clear, simple melody that | 


“It's name will be 
Juniors, Fresh- 
six or eight-piece band 


people can understand,” says Welk. 
He said: “Too many young musi- 


= Continued from page 57 samme | Clams are led to believe that my 


| kind of music is corny and wrong, 
They end up playing for them- 
| selves, instead for the people. My 
| kind of musicians can make $15,- 
year and have 
| three days off every week. It's not 
a bad life.” 


Welk says his sponsors have giv- | 
for the young | 


en him the okay 
people’s band and he plans to have 
it make its debut alongside his 
regular band on the Aug. 25 tele- 
vision show. 


Westminster Cuts Cast 
Set of ‘Cathedral’ Opera 


Westminster steps into the origi- 
nal cast opera field with Ildebrando 
Pizzatti’s “Murder In the Cathe- 
dral,” 

Opera gets its American preem 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at the Empire 
State Music Festival, Ellenville, 
N. Y, The cast wll be headed by 
Nicola Rossi-Lemeni. The package 
j will be released in October on 
| monaural and stereo disks. 








LOMBARDO PLAYS FOR AHEPA 
Boston, Aug. 19. 

Guy Lombardo and his Royal 
Canadians have been booked by 
the Ahepa national convention ball 
here Thursday (21) in Hotel Statier 
Hilton. More than 5,000 Ameri- 
cans of Greek descent are expect- 
ed to attend. 











From the 20th Century-Fox Film 
“A CERTAIN SMILE" 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 


ANOTHER SMASH by 
MARTY ROBBINS 
on COLUMBIA RECORDS 


SITTIN’ IN 
A TREE HOUSE 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORPORATION 





_—_——- — | 
Exciting New Renditions of — 
® STRAIGHTEN UP 
and 


FLY RIGHT 
De John Sisters 
— Sunbeam — 
®ALL MY LOVE 
Caterina Valente 


— Decea — 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 

















ihe 


THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA 


DIMITRI TIOMKIN COLUMBIA 


BAISEZ-MOI (KISS ME) 


TEDDY KING VICTOR 
IT'S ALL IN THE GAME 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS 
Le] Geli, [eee ae) ite) 7nale), | 
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Vegas Tropicana Casino Back 


In Action 


Las Vegas, Aug. 

All departments of the Tropi- 
cana Hotel including the casino 
and show starring Carol Channing 
are functioning smoothly accord- 
ing to new casino manager J. Kell 
Houssells Sr., and Phil Long who 
took over after the former casino 
boss closed down the operation for 
eight hours Monday (18) in an 
“unprecedented and unauthorized” 
move. The former casino man- 
ager, Mickey Colohan, ordered the 
casino closed at 3:30 a.m. because 
he said he felt that the hotel was 
short of funds. He explained that 
he made the move “rather than 
risk any major wins and a loss of 
integrity.” 

Hotel prexy T. M. Schimberg, 
who was away in Reno, reopened 
the casino at 11:40 a.m. Monday 
and, Houssels, a longtime figure in 
Las Vegas gambling, took over the 
management of the casino, replac- 
ing Colohan who was fired. 

Houssels brought with him funds 


to “operate, pay creditors and em- | 
We are definitely open | 
and will continue to remain open.” | 


ployes 


He revealed that new financing 
was raised for the $12,000,000 re- 
sort’s gambling operation last Wed- 
nesday (13) at a meeting of the 
stockholders in Chicago. He said 
he personally financed the casino, 
pending arrival of the funds from 
Chicago. Though the amount of 
the money put into the casino was 
not revealed, informed sources put 
the amount is close to $500,000. 


Houssels, operator of E] Cortez, 


and Showboat Hotels, was casino 
director of the resort when the 
Tropicana first opened and has re- 
mained on the board of directors 
of the hotel. 

Colohan’s action in closing down 
the casino was termed by Houssels 
as “unauthorized and unprecedent- 
ed.” 

Hotel officials said that “for the 
past few weeks,” there have been 
some consistent winners at the ho- 
te] gaming tables. 

Sheriff W. E. Leypoldt, chairman 
of.the County Gaming Licensing 
Board, said that “as far as I know 
the Tropicana has 


problems.’ He said he checked 


with both the U. S. Internal Reve- | 


(Continued on page 68) 


Blinstrub’s, In Boston, 
On Name, Disker Kick, 
To Be Booked by Owner 


Boston, Aug. 19. 

Blinstrub’s 1,700-seater here, 
which opens its season Sept. 8 with 
Cathy Carr and will be on a big 
name and hot disk artist kick, has 
dropped its longtime 
George McMichael. Owner Stanley 
Blinstrub plans to do his own book- 
ing clearing the contracts through 
Frank Snell, a licensed manager. 

Top name snagged so far for the 
upcoming season at the South Bos- 
ton boite is Sophie Tucker, who 
was an annual event in Hub when 
the Latin Quarter was in action. 
She hasn't been seen here in sev- 
eral years. 

Inked for the spot, Blinstrub 
said, are Nat (King) Cole, Johnny 
Mathis, Nelson Eddy and Bob Cros- 
by 
orch again and Lou Weir will re- 
turn at the organ. George Moro 
will have the More-Landis line 
again, which was introed at the 
nitery two seasons back. 


Royal Variety Show 
At Coliseum, Nov. 3 


London, Aug. 19 

Nov. 3 is the date selected for 
this year’s Royal Variety Show, 
which will be attended by the 
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh. 
It will be staged at the London 
Coliseum, 

This is the first time for five 
years that the Coliseum has been 





honored with the biggest =a 


event of the year. 


19. + 


no financial | 


booker, | 


Mike Gaylord will baton the | 


After Brief Closing 





‘Alan Gale Gives Up 
Own N.Y. Spot for Dates 


Alan Gale will skip his own op- | 


eration of niteries in the New 
York area again. He’s set to open 
at the International (nee Old Ro- 
manian) on Sept. 30 for four 
weeks. His previous date in this 
area had been at the Town & 
Country Club, Brooklyn, a contract 
that was mutually cancelled. 


Hitherto, Gale had come into 


niteries thgt had been abandoned | 


making a four-wall deal with the} . 
Ss * : | the present time, and have told the 


} acts to take what salaries are be- 


landlord and becoming his own 
boniface. 


Town & Country 
To Delay Preem 


The Town & Country Club, 
Brooklyn, is seeking to delay its 
Sept. 5 opening to Oct. 10. Ben 
Maksik, spot’s operator, had signed 
Davis & Reese for the preem bill. 
A previous booking, “Havana Mar- 
di Gras,” topped by Diosa Cos- 
tello, had been inked, but was can- 
celled in favor of using acts in 
the middle earning bracket. Tom- 
my Leonetti set for Sept. 19 was 
also blotted out. 

Maksik recently asked the N. Y 
Federal Court for right 
ganize. 
the direction of the court. Under 
the reorganization plan, the talent 
budget is expected to be around 
$3,500 weekly and court has to 
okay every maior move. 

Reason for the delay wasn't ex- 
plained, but it’s believed that the 
court asked for a later opening 


inasmuch as business starts hitting | 


a peak around Oct. 10 


Cool June Chills 
N. E. Resort Take 


Boston, Aug. 19. 

An abnormally cool June cut fun 
spots’ take in New England, 
cording to the Federal 
Bank of Boston. The bank, report- 
ing on the second quarter of 1958, 
said the region's resort ops had 8°% 
|}more guests in May than a year 
ago. But less ideal weather re- 
duced June occupants 5° below 
June, 1957. 
| Scattered signs of a business re- 
vival in New England were seen 
| by the bank, which cautioned that 
“the first favorable statistics do 
not restore a business boom.” The 
bank said it found “scattered evi- 
|dence of brighter business per- 
|formance in orders, production 
| employment, income and retail 
sales.” 





| 
| 


+ 


to reor-!| 
It’s being operated under | 


ac- | 
Reserve | 


A growing competition among 
| acts is becoming ind@reasingly dis- 
cernible. With a lessening num- 
ber of niteries, and quite a few, 
possibly waiting out the’ fall sea- 
son before deciding whether it’s 
all worthwhile, a situation has de- 


veloped where a great number of | 


acts and their agents are fighting 
it out for bookings. 
While the recession is in a great 


measure to blame for this state of | 
affairs, the major reason for this | 


situation lies in the fact that talent 
agencies are facing the realities of 


| 


| ing offered them and not to worry 
jabout maintaining present price 
| levels, but to look at annual earn- 
ings and to take a hand in having 
the cafe industry. 

The competition naturally 
enough, extended itself to offices. 
Some are now seeking exclusive 


bes, 


booking arrangements, which were | 


discarded some years ago because 
of the fact that it was fe!t that no 
one office could sufficiently service 
an account. Also the mode of com- 
mission collections didn’t make it 
worthwhile. When a booker had 
to buy an act from another office, 


he got no commissions on the deal. | 
exclusive bookings are | 
now coming into vogue solely as} 


| However, 


a means of being able to provide 
more outlets for their own acts. 


The agencies are even 


time they're asked to repeat at a 
nitery. The performers are being 
told that there is a difference be- 
tween doing a good act and bring- 
ing in business. The turns are be- 
ing informed that they wouldn't 
be working if they didn’t do well, 
and to take repeat dates as the 
same salary, if necessary, if only 
to keep on working. 

This attitude on the part of agen- 
|cies doesn’t carry over to names. 
| The offices still take the viewpoint 
| that the toppers who can bring in 
|lotsa trade, can still command 
whatever they get because an op- 
erator, they say, they bring in 
enough business to justify~-their 
salaries. Bonifaces are arguing that 
point as well. 

The inter-agency competition 
has made it advisable to try to line 
up a complete season for cafes in 
advance. Where moderate priced 
acts are concerned, it’s necessary 
to sew up dates before the compe- 
tition gets there. 
done by the option method where- 
by an owner, seeing that the per- 
former is doing well, bottles the 
act up for next season. He's sure, 
in this way, of geting suitabie tal- 
ent far enough ahead so that he 
cannot be stampeded into buying 
| acts re’s doubtful of or overpaying. 

For example, John Crofft, opera- 
tor of the Beverly, Cincinnati, has 
| acts signed up as far as next July. 


telling | 
acts not to derhand increases every | 


This is generally | 





| This Is Your Alibi 


| Recina, Sask., Aug. 19 

Charged with vagrancy in a 
Saskatoon court, an 18-vear- 
old carnival worker came up 
with a novel excuse and it got 
h'm off. The lad ws arresied 
after he had tried to erter 
several homes during the laie 
afternoon of the Saskatoon ex- 
hibition’s last day. 

He said he just wanted to get 
into a house where he could 
see the Wild Bill Hickok tele- 
vision show. 


Fla. LQ. to Open 
With Betty Grable 


The Latin Quarter, Miami Beach, 
will continue operation this Year 
t's definite that E. M. Loew, who 
owns the property, will open the 
nitery, having already signed Bet- 
ty Grable to initiate the season 
|around Dec. 20 Loew has also 
signed Sophie Tucker for a later 
date and there’s a deal cooking for 
Kathryn Grayson for the same spot 

There had been reports that a 
|deal was in the making whereby 
Lou Walters, who operates -the 
Cafe de Paris (nee Copa City), and 
Loew would get together on the 
operation of a single nitery 
however, wasn't finalized and both 
spots are expected to be in opera- 
tion. 

As yet, Walters still convalescing 
in Florida, hasn’t moved to open 
the Cafe de Paris, but he’s report- 
edly due to make preparations 
shortly. It’s anticipated that he'll 
continue with a name and produc- 
tion policy 


Dorothy Collins Rates 
| 23 Week Pitt Booking 


| Pittsburgh, Aug. 19 
| Dorothy Collins will get the 
longest booking for a headliner in 
the history of the New Arena and 
its predecessor, New Nixon, when 
she comes in Sept. 12 for two-and- 
a-half weeks. She'll reopen the big 
downtown room after a summer 
shutdown of nearly two months. 
Several factors were involved in 
the Collins engagement. She was a 
big hit in Civie Light Opera pro- 
duction of “Oklahoma!” here at 
Pitt Stadium last month and the 
additional publicity upon her re- 
turn to tv’s “Your Hit Parade” is 
| expected to count, too. Miss Col- 
lins will go straight from the New 
| Arena into “Parade,” which re- 
'sumes at that time. 








} 








| 


} 
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General Motors’ Curbstone Spectacular 


Dimmed By Mangement-Labor Row 


By PATRICK D. HAZARD 


Flint, Mich., Aug. 19. 
General Motors was 50 and its 


president, Harlow Curtice, was 65 | 


| and there was an 89-unit, three- 
|hour Golden Milestone Parade in 
this town last week. Long: planned, 
| the celebration was dampened by 
a number of adverse factors: (a) 
this is only a 4,300,000-car sale year 


G. Mennen Williams, took his cue 
from the bad feeling between 
management and labor and did not 
grace the curbstone spectacular. 
The half-century commemoration 
of one machine—the gasolene 
combustion buggy—seemed to run 
second to the glamour of another 





was eligible for social secur- 

‘ity. That gag went sick on 
the spot since perhaps 50,000 
of those viewing the Golden 
Milestone Parade were living 
on unemployment compensa- 
tion. 


Flint wanted badly to live it up, 


Plan, | 


invention, television, whose wisit- | despite the hara times, the possi- 
| ing figures, Pat and Shirley Boone, | bility of a strike against General 


| Phil Silvers and Guy Williams| Motors. The hometown reaction 


ACTS TOL TD 0% Cabaret Tax Would Stand Chance 


iF REASONABLE OF Reneal If Monicker Were Changed 


+ Washington, Aug. 19. 
What's in a name? Taxes, for 
instance 
If the cabaret trex were more 


|aptiy called the “live music tax, 
it would have been wiped out long 
ago 

This is the point which Senators 
Paul Douglas (D.-lll.) and George 
Malone (R.-Nev.), who seldom see 
eye-to-eye on anything, agreed as 
the Senate debated the possibility 
of cutting back excise taxes on 
| cabarets from 20 to 10° recently, 
in its last days 

“Is not a good deal of the op- 
position to reducing the tax due 
to the rather unfortunate title 
given to it; namely, the cabaret 
tax?” asked Douglas, “The use 
of that name conveys to many per- 
sons the impression that a cabaret 
is a wicked place of vice and sin, 
and therefore, should be taxed 
heavily to discourage it.” 

Senator Malone said that could 
be true, although, fortunately, he 


comes from Neveda where the 
term “cabaret” is not held in 
disesieem “because we in Nevada 
accept enter.ainment in a_ better 
spirit.” 

The ridiculous thing about the 
whole tax, Senator Douglas con- 
| tinued, is that it is a tax on the 


place that hires live musicians. 
| “When there is a restaurant with 
a live orchestra that plays Strauss 
waltzes or Bach concerios, the 
20° tax is levied, whereas if the 
restaurant uses only a jukebox to 
play “The Purple People Eater,” 
the tax is not levied,” Senator 
Douglas moaned. 

Many of these jukebox-using 
| restaurants would hire live orches- 
tras if they didn't have to pay the 


tax, argued the Illinois Senator, 
so, he concluded, the tax is really 


a tax on musicians’ jobs. 
With this, Senator Malone 
; Whisked out a memorandum he 
received from the American Fed- 
;}eration of Musicians which esti- 
mated that repeal of the cabaret 
tax would 1) increase by 65° the 
working hours of 41,060 musicians 
now employed in tax places, thus 
increasing their esrnings annually 
by $2,090; and 2) increase by 35% 
hew employment by adding 15,000 
new jobs. 
Senator Homer Capehart 
(Continued on page 68) 


(R.- 


‘Stardust Casino, Vegas, 


hh Money, Takes Over 
_ Hotel Division, In Red 


| Las Vegas, Aug. 19. 

| The debt-ridden hotel division of 
the Stardust, which opened on July 
2, has been taken over by the 
prosperous casino. 

Creditors of the Stardust Hotel 
were offered a new plan of pay- 
{ment over the weekend when it 
| was disclosed that the Desert Inn, 
{already operating the casino and 
entertainment facilities of the 
plush resort, would take over lease 
of the 1,065 rooms 

The lease was negotiated in ad- 
vance of a meeting attended by 100 
| ereditors where Beverly Hills at- 
jtorney Jerry Ralston, Stardust 
| prexy announced that the new 
|agreement would allow immediate 
| repayment for creditors owed $500 
or less, and payment ef two-thirds 
|}of major claims within a year or 
| 16 months. 


TVer Jack Barry Set 


| 
| 


and despite the 4,000 performers | excitement. 
|in the parade, and the 16 bands Phil Silvers confined him- 
and 26 floats, there wasn't a trace self to two jokes, minimizing 


of participation or cooperation any hazard of over-exposure. 
from the United Automobile But the jokes were “gaspers” 
| Workers. in an industrially-depressed 


burg. He flipped that he was 
pleased to be in the home 
town of Oldsmobile—which 
shocked the Buick patrwis 
here. Then he reminded 
Harlow Curtice that at 65 he 


| The absence of the car-builders 
‘spread to the gigantic souvenir 
} edition of the Flint Journal which 
| had only token references to the 
labor union, and its role in motor- 
dom, The Governor of Michigan, ! 





| (“Mark of Zorro’) proved the big was not entirely cordial to visit- | For Chez Paree Stand 


}ing emcee and CBS alumnus, Bob | 
| Russell. Veteran of 11 Miss Amer- 
| ica and five Miss Universe events, 
Russell was considered too 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Jack Barry, the tv quizmaster, 
ve’*S, | brings h‘s nitery layout to the Chez 
t , 100 i Paree Aug. 27 for a gme-week 
|Yorkey” and “patronizing” for! stand. Singer Nick Noble, locally 
{ this auto factory burg. |w.k. joins the package, which 

Curiously enough pure fantasy | jncjudes Betty Colby, Doris Greb, 
| topped the whole civic whoopdedo, | Lotti Brunn and Jim Shelton. 
| television's ‘Mark of Zorro.” Guy Next for the Chez are Johnnie 





Williams found his float a little) Ray and dansapator Perez Prado, 
| crowded for derring-do; he settled | on Sept. 3, with Nat Cole and 


(Continued on page 68) 


Henny Youngman due Sept. 25. 
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Church Rap Scares 


Vegas Nudes; Two Others Stand Pat 


Off El Rancho 





Las Vegas, Aug. 19. + 


The trie of hotels involved in 
the raging “Battle of the Bosoms” 
has lost one member of the bare- 
breasted team—but one of the re- 
-niaining two has strengthened its 
forces. El Rancho Vegas capitulat- 
ed with the announcement that all 
showgirls henceforth will be cov- 
ered. 

But at the Dunes, where six girls 
were nude in the show which 
closed Wednesday (13), the new 
*“Minsky's Follies of 1959” has not 
only the original six, but has added 
five more. It. needs one more to 
catch up with the stardust Lido 
de Paris show, which features 12 
bra-less babes. 

In telegrams sent to Bishop Rob- 
ert Dwyer of the Catholic Diocese 
of Reno and all Las Vegas clergy- 
men, El Rancho Vegas prexy Bel- 
don Katleman promised that fu- 
ture shows would be bare of nu- 
dity and expressed hope that the 
action “will be followed by others.” 

It was El Rancho which started 
the current controversy July 30 
when stage director Barry Ashton 
said that the show opening that 
night would feature six nudes be- 
cause the public “demanded” it. 

Up to that time, nudity had 
been featured in shows at the 
Dunes and Stardust without com- 
ment from any civie or religious 
leader. 

Katleman urged church leaders 
“please accept my personal reas- 
surance that it was at no time the 
intention of El Rancho Vegas to of- 
fend the public conscience or mor- 
al standard with our show presen- 
tations. If the clergy is in agree- 





ment that such entertainment poli- 
cy conflicts with their expressed | 
ideas it behooves every person, 
connected with entertainment to. 
reconsider his standards of show | 
production.” 
M. A. Riddle, prexy of the Dunes, | 
which pioneered nudity in floor | 
shows here last year, says he has 
no intention of changing show) 
policy because he doesn’t feel that | 
criticism of nudity is “just.” 
Officials of all three hotels have | 
reported “sensational” business | 
since the nudity issue erupted. It | 
was noted that nudity was not/| 
without its supporters. The Star- | 
dust reported that it had received | 
letters from all over the country | 
from recent visitors who said they | 
thought the show was “in good 
taste.” | 


SCANS SCANTY GARB, 
FINES STRIPPER $250 





| 
! 


Fall River, Mass., Aug. 19. | 


Steve Lawrence Added 
To Texas Fair Lineup 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 
Eydie Gorme and Steve Law- 


Belafonte’s English Dates 


London, Aug. 19. 
Harry Belafonte will play two 
matinee performances at the Opera 
House, Blackpool today (Tues.) and 


| tomorrow (Wed.) under the Harold 


Fielding banner. The singer was 
skedded te leave for the Continent 
almost immediately after making 
his British tv bow via the BBC 
last Sunday (17), but a spokesman 
for the* Fielding office said nego- 
tiations had been going on for sev- 
eral months. 





rence have joined the “Shower of 
Stars” to be presented during the 
1958 State Fair of Texas in Octo-| 
ber. They will appear in the Cotton 
Bowl. The Gorme-Lawrence show 
is to be sponsored by KLIF and| 
the State Fair. 

The “Shower of Stars” is a series 
of special entertainment events on 
the State Fair calendar starting 
Oct. 5 and closing Oct. 15. Tennes- | 
see Ernie Ford will appear on 
opening day, Oct. 5; Tito Guizar, 
Oct. 6; Meredith Wilson, Oct. 7; 
Eydie Gorme and Steve Lawrence, 
Oct. 9; Sky King and Penny, Oct. 
10; Lavern Baker and the Buddy 
Johnson band, Oct. 13; George, 
Gobel, Oct. 14, and Red Foley 
show, Oct. 15. 


Wildwood Hotels Aim 
To Perk B.0. In 59 Via 
Convention Hall, Names 


Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 19. 

The decline in summer business 
here this season already has had | 
two results. The hotel and motel, 
association has demanded that the) 
city fathers build a new convention | 
hall this fall and they will also! 
petition prominent local night. 
clubs to concentrate on bigger 
name talent for the 1959 season. 
They. point out that last season's | 
business was capacity for seven 
weeks due mainly to the concentra- 
tion of big name stars in the Wild- 
wood clubs. 

The first name singer to be hired | 
here for a monthlong engagement 
is Charlie Gracie. Gracie gained 
the assignment at the Hurricane 
room, operated by Sylvan Rosen- 
feld and Gertrude Berkowitz. 

Harry Roesch’s Beachcombers 
club received a break when they 
were able to pick up the rest of the 
season contract for Steve Gibson's 
Red Caps when the Martinique 
club burned down in a mid-season 
fire. 

Ed Townsend has joined the 
Treniers at the Club Bolero with 
the Diamonds and Joe E. Ross of 
the Phil Silvers show due in next. , 

Henny Youngman, the Har- 
monica Rascals and Judy Scott fol- 
low Jonathan Winters into the Dia- 





During the trial of Jean Damon,| mond Beach club. Denise Darcel 


who dances professionally as Julie | 


Gibson, on charges ci participating | 
in an immora! show, Judge! 
George Potter made a personal | 


examination of the scanty costume | 


worn by the exotic while doing 


bowed out of this show when she 
received a show offer. { 

Kathryn Grayson has just closed 
at the Manor Hotel supper club 
after a none-too-successful engage- 
ment. Mickey Shaughnessy, the De 


the “Dance of the Basnful Bride,” | John Sisters, Joni James and Dan- 


which the gendarmes said wasn’t | 
ufficiently bashful. 

After examining the costume he) 
slapped a $250 fi th > 
ak ae additional $50 pd moron | the show at the Emerald Show Bar. 


to register her true name at the 
trial Thursday (14). 
took place at the Hi-Way Casino 
and was halted by a state police- 
woman at the climax throwing the 
nitery into an uproar because the 
Stripper thought the policewoman 
was part of a hypnotist’s act on 
the same bill. 

The emcee at the roadside nit- 
ery, Robert C. Walsh, known as 
Bobby Charles, was convicted of the 
same charges and the same fines 





were imposed. Both appealed and 
were held in $600 bail each. 


ny and the Juniors will try their 
luck next. | 
Rocco and the Saints have joined 


Local spots plan to operate at 


The dance | least until mid-September when 


the American Legion conclave 
moves in to boost late summer 
business. 





LONDON‘S THEATRE-CAFE 





| Hipp Corner Sets opening Bill for 


Sept. 11 





London, Aug. 19. 


London’s new theatre-restaurant, 
Hippodrome Corner, is scheduled 


Sem E. Mark, owner of the nit-| to open on Sept. 11 with a show | 


ery, 


$250. He appealed and was held 
in $500. 


Brit. Canine Turn 


Heads for Dunes, Vegas 
Glasgow, Aug. 19. 
Alma Michaels, currently at Al- 
hambra. Theatre with her Excess 
Baggage canine act, is set to open 
in mid-October at the Dunes Hotel, 
Las Vegas, for a 12-weeks’ season. 
Act has recently toured Europe 
in ‘La Nouvelle Eve” revue. It is 
big click in “Five-Past Eight,” 
Stewart Cruikshank summer pro- 


| Suction herg -at- Glasgow- house. - = 3 


ery, was convicted of presenting an | 
immoral show and was also fined | 





entitled “Talk of the Town.” The 
layout, produced by Robert Nesbitt | 
and presented by Bernard Delfont, | 
will present Harrison and Fisher; | 
The Charlivels; the Ballet Trianas; 
Steve Arlen; Maggie Fitzgibbon; 
Valerie Waish; Jean Muir; The 
Cliff Adams Singers; The 28 Girls 
About Town; The 10 Boys About 


| 


Town; and two orchestras—one | 
Latin American and the other! 
straight — both supplied by 


Geraldo. 

The new venue, on the site of the | 
London Hippodrome, will be able 
to accommodate 650 people, and, 
will present a two part revenue! 
nightly. Jt will be open between | 
7:30 p.m. and 2:30 a.m. The show | 

sal-this week, 


¢ behears: — 
Seeeers seeueeerecerecers eeece 


; Chapman 


the Rank Organization at the Gau- 
mont State, Kilburn, in a seven 
day eight concert stint which closed 
last Saturday (16). 


Atlantic City Comeback 
As Swank Center Sparked 





By Oldtime Biddle Brawl 


Atlantic City, Aug. 19. 

Atlantic City is seeking a come- 
back as a social centre. Long ig- 
nored as a swank watering spot by 
the Main Line the Philadelphia as 
well as the chic neighborhoods of 
other estern cities, the party spon- 
sored by Mary Flagg Biddle (of the 
Philadelphia Biddle) for Mary T. 
Roebling, the nation’s most prom- 
inent femme banker as well as 


|member of the Roebling Steel clan 


whose antecedents number the 
builder of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
gave the town a look at the com- 
bined forces of show biz and soci- 
ety seeking to rehabilitate the city 
as a swank spot. 

The two-day solree which start- 


ed Saturday (17) and wound up at/| 
noon when a chartered | 


Sunday 
Alleghany airliner took some of 
the assemblage back to Trenton 
and New York, gave the resort a 
type of excitement it hadn't seen 
in some years. One of the Ccata- 


lysts creating the upbeat aura was | 
show biz which} 


a roster from 
included Sophie Tucker. Elaine 
Stewart, Tlona Massey, Gloria De 
Haven, the Burt Balabans, Ceil 
Rogers, 


B. Kelly, (father of Princess Grace) 


and society folk including Ethel | 


du Pont, Princess Ann Maria Del 


Drago, and diplomatic figures in- | 


cluding the wives of the British 
and Finnish ambassdors to the UN. 


The party at the Sheraton Ritz- | 


Carlton started Saturday ayem in 
New York when a chartered Alle- 
gheny airliner took a party of 
newsmen and socialites, stopping 


|off at Trenton, to pick up another 


batch. Unfortunately, the party at 
the Atlantic City racetrack had to 
be cancelled because of the late 
arrival of the plane, held up by 
the weather. The costume ball in 
the Sheraton’s ballroom, themed 
around the gay ‘90s and the ’20s, 
was one of the more colorful 
events, and probably got a bigger 


press coverage locally than any 
event except the Miss America 
pageant, 


In recent years, Atlantic City has 
been getting a mass trade almost 
exclusively. 
which used to maintain large 
houses in the area and entertain 
rather lavishly, have gone else- 
where 
more elite, went the shore resort's 
potential as a haven for the big 
money, and with it, it’s possibility 
as a name-entertainment centre. 
With a track and hard core of first- 


|line hotels, Atlantic City toppers | 


still haven’t given up the task of 
rebuilding the city from the top 
down. The birthday soiree for Mrs. 
Roebling did much to prove that 
the fesort has much to offer the 
monied elements. The parlay of 


| Mrs. Roebling and Mrs. Biddle was | 


strong enough to entice some of 
the top names and society editors 
from a wide area. 

Society has taken the view that 
plane travel has destroyed exclu- 
sivity. There are no chic resorts, 
anymore, what with the tax and 
help situations. The Atlantic City 
hot@liers are hopeful that what the 
carefully invited list saw was good. 
and maybe such buildups may ul- 
timately restore the dimmed pres- 
tige of the town. Jose. 





HOVELER HOOFERS TO P.R. 

Ottawa, Aug. 19. 
Winnie Hoveler Dancers inked 
for Sept. 19 opening at Club Flam- 
boyan at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
Terp quintet closes record (for 
this area) six months at the Chau- 
diere Club to open the Caribbean 


mem em we eee ow oe www ewe 


Belafonte had been appearing for | 


Peter Duchin | 
(son of the late bandleader) John | 


The name elements | 


With the absence of the | 





? 


Facelifted Steuben’s | 
Bows Sept. 12 in Hub 


Boston, Aug. 19. | 
Steuben’s nitery opens Sept. 1 
Jack Mandell booking the 








with 
shows, which will hold for two 
weeks. Entrance to the 450-seater 


| has been given a facelift, as part of 
the overall new decor in the room 
above the club operated by Joe 
and Max Schneider. 

Don Dennis will be back as 
emcee at the nitery with a singing 
spot and Tony Bruno Orch will 
back the shows as last season. 
A new cocktail lounge and dining 
room has been built over the club 
and will be formally opened on 
same date. Cafe Midnight, an 
after hours celebrity curtained 
nook, where reviews of legit try- 
outs are procured by Dennis, who 
passes the proofs around, will | 
continue upstairs. 


New Hub Anditorium, 
With 6,000-Seat Capacity, 
Skipping Ballet, Opera 


Boston, Aug. 19. 
Plans for Hub’s new auditorium 








John B. Hynes. The aud will 
be fn the Prudential Insurance 
Co.’s $100,000,000 Back Bay proj- 
| ect and plans call for a $10,500,000, 
three-story split level structure, 
but it will not be adaptable for 
opera or ballet. 

It will contain a 50,000 square- 
foot aud hall and over 160,000 
square feet of space for exhibi- 
ticns. The aud to face Boylston St., 
near Dalton St., will be 400 feet by 
300 feet. Two of the three stories 
will be above ground. The aud hall 
will seat 4,200 on the floor and 
| 1 800 in a balcony. Exhib space will 
be on two floors. The Auditorium 
Commission voted ‘to purchase 
160,00 feet from the Prudential 
Center for the project. A budget 
allowance of $12.5 million has been 
made by the commission. 

Atcual construction contract will 
be let a year from Thursday (7), 
the mayor said. Completion date 
has been targeted for Aug. 7, 1966. 

The announcement that. the 
structure will not be adaptable for 
opera or ballet was a blow to opera 
groups as Boston is now without 
housing for operas, ballets and sim- 





ilar large scale productions which 
|formerly went into the Boston 
Opera House, now demolished, 


atter having been sold by the 
Shuberts to a wrecking company, | 


Under 15 Yrs. in Mpls. 
| Is Temporary Booking 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

When they like a performer here 
he or she apparently doesn't wear 
| out a welcome. In this connection, | 
|dancer Janet Charles soon will | 

start her eighth consecutive year | 
at the Alibi nitery. During’ her 
engagement the spot’s name has | 
changed twice and it has been | 
|}moved once under the same man- | 
| agement. 

| Music Corp. of Ameriva booked | 
| Don McGrane into the Hetel Radis- | 
;son Flame Room, the Twin Cities’ 
only swanky supper club, for a 
single month. In October he'll start 
his seventh straight year at the 
spot. 

Songstress Sophie Parker played | 
five years consecutively at the iocal 
Gay '90s five years before moving 
to the New York Village Barn. 
She's back now. 

But the local record is held by 
the late Dick Long who with his 
orchestra played for 15 years at 
the Hotel Curtis right up to the | 
time of Nis death. 











Oregon Fair Lineup 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 19. 
Oregon State Fair outdoor stage 
show, set for 10 days Starting Aug. 
30, will have Jimmy Rogers as 


were unveiled last week by Mayor : 


AGVA Trust Fund Kills Bright 
Move to Bring in New Counsel 


+> 


The latest move to change coun- 
sel for the AGVA Welfare Trust 
Fund was voted down unanimous- 
ly by the employers representa. 
tives las week. Jackie Bright, na- 


g tional administrative secretary of 


the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, appeared at the confab to 


make a strong pitch for the sub- 
stitution of Harold Berg, who is 
also AGVA counsel, for the law- 
firm of Silverstone & Rosenthal, 
who wrote the charter for the 
Furd and who have been attorneys 
for the body since its inception. 

Bright emphasized the fact that 
Silvertone & Rosenthal have beea 
doing an excellent job for the 
Fund and that the union really has 
no criticism Of them. However, 
3right pointed out, AGVA felt 
that it wanted its own counsel te 
represent both bodies. 

However, the Fund 
voling against the proposal de- 
clared that under no circum. 
stances would they want the same 
counsel to serve both AGVA and 
the Fund, and would strive to pre- 
vent the creation of such a situa- 
tion. 

The meeting 


trustees, 


as expected to be 


bits. origh eS Sharply ques- 
tina by the c-nployer trustees, 
ca of whom Arnold Kaufman, 
RKU veepee, ws attending his first 
confad. Nat Abramson, of the 
WOR Artists Bureau also vehe- 
mently opposed the move and 


George A. Hamid prexy of GAC- 
Hamid went along with the ma- 
jority. Attorney Milton Goldman, 
an alternate emloyer rep, also at- 
tended the powwow and partici- 
pated in the questioning. 


Representing AGVA were alter- 
nate trustees Joe Smith (& Dale) 
and Frank Ross. 


TEXAS FAIR SKEDDING 
NAMES FOR FREE SHOWS 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

James H. Stewart, general man- 
ager of the Texas State Fair, 
scheduled for Oct. 4 through 19, 
has booked George Gobel, Tito 
Guizar, Tennessee Ernie Ford and 
Meredith Wilson shows. 

“Shower of Stars” productions 
will open with the Ford Oct. 5 
in the Cotton Bowl. On the follow- 
ing night, Guizar will be featured 
in the Fair’s “Mexico Day” pro- 
gram. Meredith Willson will take 
starring role at the high school 
music festival Oct. 7 at the Cotton 
Bowl. “Elementary School Day” 
will be observed Oct. 10, when 
Kirby Grant and Gloria Winters 
will be featured. 

An “Achievement Day” program 
starring Buddy Johnson's band and 
singer LaVern Baker will be held 
on Oct. 13 and comedian George 
Gobel will take top billing on 
Oct. 14 in that production. On 
Oct. 15 Red Foley will put on a 
show featuring performers in his 
“Ozark Jubilee” ty program.” 

Most of the “Shower of Stars” 
shows will be free. 


Ringling Circus Pulls 
356 in Memphis Stand 
Memphis, Aug. 19. 
Ringling Bros, Barnum and 
Bailey circus drew a gross of $35,- 
000 in five performances staged 
here last week at Russwood Ball 
Park, home of Memphis Chicks 
baseball team. 
Attraction here, sans big top, 
was promoted by Super Shows. 








| Park was scaled $3 top. Circus 


moved from here to Ft. Smith and 
a series of one nighters through 
Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas. 





Kathryn Grayson Reopens 
El Morocco, Mont., Sept. 5 








next four days. 

Supporting acts include The 
| Boginas, The Sportsmen, Dwight 
| Moore's Mongrel Revue, Lisa, 
| Malione Dancers, Paul Desmond, 


headliner the first six days with | 
Vaughn Monroe moving in for the | 


El Morocco, Montreal, is slated 
| to reopen Sept. 5 with Kathryn 
Grayson topping the layout. Spot 
was severely damaged as a result 
| Of a fire several months ago, and 
refurbishing has been going on 
since, 


— Card and Jack Seltenrich Second show, starting Sept. 12, 
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Mr. Eds rgen 
6536 Suns + Boulever 
Follywo° 8, california 
Dear Edger 
would jike to t is oppo to rese 
aelight on recent conclud agement nere 
at the Mape® Hot with the nigntclud jness off ” 
througne the coun an re tition the ever 
for pat ge t is & truly Te ble eccomplisnment 
that yo week engage ent here proke jeven y® 
recor f attendances 
In additions the yer of people yo played to 
on saturday» 26, Saturday » gu 2, were the 
eatest Sa nignt atten tal the nistory 
of the Mapes h SRO for ® three nows © th evenings: 
It was ® great pleasure wing you neres 
nope thet Jo will re agat and ageit ur gcned- 
ule permits: 
continued guccess and my yarmest personal regards: 
sincerely» 


IF 


charles ¥+ apes, JF: 
president and general Manager 


directi 
on: m.c.a 
public relations: han 
: son and sch 
wam 
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|show is headed by Miss Texas, |= 
plus Latino dancers Alvarro & 
Aurora, and terping-emcee Jack GM Flint S ectacular 
Edwards with music for dining and | 
b ] dancing by Nat Foster Trio and | == — Continued from page 65 === 
Harry Thomas’ Orc. Pianist Eddie | = . ——— 
Lee has returned for an ——— for zinging “Z's” at the crowd with; relations and showmanship _ to- 
: Be? ~ : ment at Zebra Lounge in owe ly g 7 | gether to mark the 5 irs rear: 
New York ba phcocoe np at HB “pete House's. Lobby . The singing his epee and occasionally iving a a see men lb setae ie 
Anna Maria Alberghetti goes stint at Marshall Edson “and Mike | Majesties ne — — Sergeant Garcia a jab in sag al-| ket and the bad blood with Walter 
in iw ale ail : En Garth’s Y i resterday |Mara, comedy m.c, Bus ye, | siaffian bchind “Zorro,” how-| Reuther’s camp made the gala le 
into the Latin Quarter in Novem-|Garth’s Ye Little Club yesterday | Vii tnusic by the Charley Snyder | °™ egg tig AINA [oe ge Brn tye hh coghor, 
ber . . . Betty Madigan booked for) “Eger Bergen headlines a two-|Trie, make up the show at the /CVer, Was, the smash O° bie CCC) vat. the auto industry of 1958 
the Boulevard, Sept. 19 for three | week engagement at the Bellvue Harem Club. eee bration. Some hundred screaming seceligite, ~slot Saaienen ts ke bd 
days and repeats for the same t'me Casino in Montreal beginning Nov. | : : | teenagers serenaded their favorite |}. ciness. 
sae on Sept. 26... Patachou 2 * a ei or ener —_ _— J | swordsman as he saluted them for 
ined up for La Porte St. Jean, aug rio, and comic Dave eteh- | E o| dB HI ; . on —— —<$< 
Quebec, Oct. Martha Raye | um open a four-week stand at May- | ew ng an a rooms jover an hour from his sé cond | 
junked for a nine-day stand at the |nard Sloate’s Avant Garde Friday storey room in the Hotel Durant. | Army May 


Tidelands Hotel, Houston. . 
roll & Gorman to the Roostertail, 


Detroit, Aug. 25 for five weeks... 
Pamela Dennis signed for. the 
Astor, London, Sept. .1 for four 
weeks . . . Domenico Modugno 
pected with the Music Corp. of 
America Tony Charmoli to 


c horeograph Lisa Kirk’s act at the | 


Persian Room of the Plaza which 
opens Sept. 17... Four Voices to 
the Town House, Pittsburgh, Aug. 
25 ... Judy Scott set for a date 


this winter at the Colony Club, 
Omaha ... Jimmy Nelson now at 
the Jolly Roger, Canadensis, Pa., 


follows with a date at the Holiday | 
House, Pittsburgh ...Jo Ann 
Campbell signed for the Johnny 
Mathis show at the Carter Barron 


Amphitheatre, Washington, Aug. 
2+... Eagle & Mam preem at the | 
Interlude, Los Angeles, Aug, 22. 


... Martha Errolle renewed at the 


Car-. 


(22) .. . Lis Carroll holding forth 
at the Jamaica Inn, Corona Del 
Mar for two weeks. 


Dallas 


Susan Johnson singing alt Club 
3525 for two frames... Marty 
Robbins heads a show Sept. 16 at 
the Sportitorium . . . Eddie Barnes, 
singing comic and 88’er, into 
King’s Club for three weeks—his 
third date there ... Wynn Warner, 
violinist, now at Vick’s Continen- 
| tal Restaurant ... Colony Club has 
Mark Dinning Aug. 25, followed 
by Frankie Capri, Sept. 1.. 
Tree Club, privatery, reopens with 
comedian Don Adams, Sept. 4-17; 


jalso dated here are Ken Welch, 
Nov. 15-29, and Dorothy Loudon 
| Dec. 6-20 . . . Cipango Ciub inke d 


Teal Joy for Nov. 4 opening and 


| 
| 


| for 


hak Jon & Sondra Steele for Dec. 26- 

Latia Quartet. : 131 . . . Statler-Hilton Hotel has 

Lilo, opening at the Americana, | dated Nino Nanni, Aug. 21; Ford & 

Miami Beach, tomorrow (Thurs.),| Reynolds, Sept. 4: Dolores Haw- 

follows with the Riverside, Reno, | kins, Sept. 18: Marie MacDonald, 

Aug. 28, and the Shamrock, Hous- Oct. 2: Myron Cohen; Oct 16: 

ton, Sept. 18... Harrison & Fish-| Jonnny Puleo’s Harmonica Gane, 

er’s date at the Hippodrome, Lon-| O¢t, 30, and Hildegarde, Nov. 13 

don, for Bernard Delfont, post-| pianist Tomm Watson moved 
poned to Sept. 11. jinto. new Trader ‘Hank's 

Adolphus Hotel's newly refur- 

° bished Century Room reopens Fri- 

Chicago day (22) with Don Cornell and Joe} 


Palmer House signed Marguerite 
Piazza for a month Oct. 23 . 
Phil Foster pacted by Eddy’s K. C.| 
restaurant for a pair starting Nov. 
28... . Della Reese returns to Mis- 
te: Kel ly’s here Nov. 24 for three 
weeks Singer Dodi Green 
signed by ‘same club for a Sept. 23 | 


entry ... Tito Guizar set for a pair | 
by Radisson Hotel, Minneapolis, | 
Aug. 21. 

Hollywood 


D’Vaughn Pershing set as regu- 
lar 88er at Chick Masi’s Toluca 
Lodge in Burbank . . . Matt Den- 
nis Trio holding forth at Johnny 
RAY ROMAINE 
and CLAIRE 
“Delightfully 
Different” 














Currently 


MOULIN 
ROUGE 


Paris 


Thanks to 
Jean Bauchet 


———————=— 


“THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Monthly" 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
Now in its 96th Issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, poemettes, song 
titles, hecklers, eudience stuff, mono- 
logs, parodies, double gags, bits, 
ideas, intros, impressions and im- 
personations, political, interruptions. 
Thoughts of the Day, 
Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly. 
3 Yrs. $50—Single issues $3 


Foreign: $30 Yr.—3 Yrs. $80 
Single Issues $4—Ne C.0.D.’s 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New Yerk 19 











Humorous 
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THE DORCHESTER, 














SPORTIN' LIFE in “"PORGY AND BESS" 
CAROUSEL THEATRE 


Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, 








eld Over Thru A 








Reichman’s orch. Bill Tieber, ex- 
bandleader, rejoins Reichman to 
| double on sax and violin . . . John- 
ny Cola orch plays Neiman-Marcus’ 
annual fashion awards shows Sept 
'4-5 at the Statler-Hilton here, and 
| the Houston showing Sept. 22 at 
the Shamrock-Hilton. 


Houston 


Genie Jones has opened a two 
iweek stint at the Terra Club with 
Bill Gannon at the pidno weekd 
during the cocktail hour. . T 1e 
Norfleet Bros. an? Maggie Baker, 
vocalist, signed for weekends at 
Ray’s Lounge . . . Jill Corey, the 
songstress. headlined the floor 
show for the Texas Liquor Dealers 
Assoctation convention at the 
Shamrock Hilton Hotel... Sandu 
| Scott, vocalist, is currently at the 
Cork Club wih Freddie Gibbons 
orch on bandstand. 


Kansas City 

Roy Rogers and troupe will play 
a two-day benefit here Aug. 26-27 
for the Kansas City Museum 
Prices are scaled down from $3 
Dale Evans and Sons of the Pio- 
neers are scheduled as part of the 
troupe ,.. Granada Dancers follow 
their current date 
Muehlebach with Montreal and ~ 
Morocco, opening there Sept. 4 an 
staying at least 12 weeks... They mI 
be followed in the Terrace Grill 
by Marguerite Sierra in her first 
date in town. She opens Aug. 29. 
. .. Comic Peter Wood follows the 
Muehlebach with the Gatineau, 
Ottawa, for a week early in Sept., 
{then to England and some BBC 
shows. 


Atlanta 


Exotic Tana Leigh bowed Mon- 
day (18) at Imperial Hotel's Dom- 
| ino Lounge, on same bill with pair 
/of male comies, Wells & Carr, plus 
comedic-emcee Mark Sanders and 
{music by Tokye Trio and trum- 
; peter George Bruton and his Bru- 
| tnoes (3) . . . Club Peachtree’s new 


CALLOWAY 








Currently 


Week Aug. 18-24 


Framingham, Mass, 





New York 











The Amazing Stars of “WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND” 


Lucille and Eddie ROBERTS 


ugust 31 
Park Lane, London 


in the Hotel | 


| 


j}owns a 1% 


| trouble at 


p abe Gmusdt aud 


| booked 


|—voted to remove the tax. 


In New Promotion Push, 


Book Disk Names, Orchs 7° 


Boston, Aug. 19. 

McGuire Sisters, have been 
into Hampton Beach Ca- 
30 as part of a new ac- 
names in New England 
The Surf, in Nantasket, | 
has Lester Lanin booked for Sat- 
urday (23) at tab of $2 per person 
advance tickets 

The Commodore ballroom in Lo- | 
well opens its fall season with Stan 
Kenton on Sept. 3. Baron Hugo's 
orch is playing on the Wilson Line | 
cruises out of Boston Harbor. The 
newly organized New England 
Ballroom Operators Assn. is pro-/| 
moting dance biz by sponsoring | 
cartoon panel adverising in Boston 
newspapers aimed at getting birth- 
day and anniversary celebrants to 
go ballroom dancing. 

3allrooms particinating in the 
promosh push to get Bostonians to 
go dancing are: Canobie Lake, | 
Commodore, Convention, Hampton 
Casino, King Philip, Lincoln Park, 
Moseley’s, Nantasket Surf, Rhodes, 
toseland, Taunton, Totem Pole, 
vary 2 Dance Club. 


sino Aug. 
cent on 
ballrooms. 





Senin Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac Lake, Aug. 19. 
tay Tietjen backstager formerly 
at the Winter Garden, N.Y., in for 


general o.o. and rest period. | 
Ditto Benjimin Garber, staffer at 
Utica Theatre Brooklyn, he took to 
the routine like a veteran. 


the 


Clifton (IATSE) Byrd originally 
feem Nashville, and lately from 
Norwalk, Conn., strickened with a 
erious relapse and was emer- 
encied back here to the Will 
Rogers 

Bob (Mello Lark) Smith and Elna 
Oliver, Roxy Teatre, Clarksville, 
Tenn., both graduated here with 
top honors. so they went and got 
married. Stogies are béing passed 
around announcing the arrival of 
a daughter 

The Sisterhood of the Jewish 
Community Center gave the gang 
from the Will Rogers and the Ray- 
brook hospital an outing with a| 
beat ride in Lake Placid “followed | 
by a whe Foes at the Howard 
J yhnsons eatery 

Audrey Lumpkin, daughter of 
James Brennan, v.p. of IATSE, is 


now located here in one of the 
Lake St. cottages. 


Write to those who are ill. 








~ Cabaret Tax 


Continued from page 65 james 





Ind.) said that musicians will be 
helped most by repeal. “Many 
musicians have been hit hard as a 
result of the advent of phono-| 
graphs, radio, and television. The 
reduction of the tax would help 
musicians get jobs.” he said. 

But when the Senate roll was 
called, the tax stayed on. Senators 
from the “Bible belt” stood fast, 
and the vote was 39 for the tax 
reduction and 51 against. 

Ironically, the only real “Bible” 
in the Senate—Senator Alan Bible 
Like 
from 


;} note to 


Sen. Malone, he 
Nevada. 


comes 











Tropicana 


Continued from page 65 gaa 





nue Service and with creditors of | 
the hotel. 

Leypoldt believed that there may | 
have been some partnership dif- 
ficulties at the hotel. He con- 
firmed Houssels’ statement with 
respect to the shutdown decision | 
resting solely with Colahan who} 
interest in the Tropi- 
cana. 

Leypoldt said that if the hotel | 
| “bosses” had not been out of town | 
| the incident never would have hap- | 
pened. “I don't foresee any 
the. Tropicana -at. all,” | 





| pieces, 


Garcia had the corner room below 
a. o on the first floor and spelled 

TV antagonist for the tireless 
(eenagers 


Ice Rink on Float 


Olympic figure skater Tenley 
Albright offered a unique kind ol 
“soft-skate shuffle” to “Has Ary- 


body Seen My Gal” on an &xll 
ice rink as her float slowly passed 
down Flint’s main drag. 

Most of the imported New York 
talent was disappointing in its 
reluctance to put out full acts, a 
few local participants took up jhe | 


Slack with sparkling displays of 
enthusiastic skill. Especially in- 
teresting, and worth network tv 


exposure, was the Flint Elks Junior 
drill team Combining hambone 
and close-order drill in an exciting 
way, these colored teenagers shuf- 
fled and syncopated their way to a 
top audience reaction of the par- 
ade. 


There were also dazzling tram- 


poline and parallel bar perform- | 
ances. And while -the abstract} 
theme of “Yesterday, Today and 


was hard to nail down 
(except in’ the entertaining dis- 
plays of antique, contemporary, 
and experimental cars), the parade 
was a colorful and winning climax | 
to a year’s festivity that began 


Tomorrow” 


| with the widely heralded NBC-GM 


! spectacular on 


“The Pursuit of 


Happiness” last November. 

There were plenty of good look | 
ing girls—Miss America, who 
doodled “Tea for Two” and “Ten- | 
derly” on a Hammond organ (Rus- | 
sell unnecessarily observed she 
hadn’t touched one in seven or 
eight months!); five GM divisional 
queens (in order of sales: Chev- 
rolet through Cadillac); Miss | 
Golden Milestone, who blew out 
the corporate birthday cake by 
switching off a highly visible Delco- 
Remy battery; a good looking 


Woman's Open Golf champ—Betsy 
Rawls; Cadillac’s “Goddess of 
Beauty” Marie Wallace—who is | 
also Miss Color TV, an ugly por- 
tent for the sales department; the 
Dairy Princess; Sharon Eckart, 
Miss Sate!lite, and the eight Hi- 

note dancers who wiggled interest- 


ingly in space suits with lots of | 
spaces; Shirley Black, Miss Sk: 
Queen, accompanied by five musi- 


cians in a convertible playing the 
GM divisional theme songs at each 
stop of this curbside spectacular; 
not to mention many marching 
groups featuring drum majorettes, 
that particularly American cross- 


| breed between a legshow and close 


order drill. 


A New Yorker striking a happier 
Flint ears was Commis- 
Robert Moses. Dedicating 
new and impressive $7,- 
000,000 Municipal Center, he 
struck a high-minded tone and 
quoted Vachel Lindsay’s verse on 
Springfield, Ill, as apropos Flint’s 
birth of “culture,” to wit: “Little 
Athens was the Muses home; Ox- | 
ford is the heart of London still: 
Florence gave the Renassisance to 
Rome.” 


sioner 
Flint's 


There were high school bands 
from small towns as far as 175 
miles away; some of these small 


town groups were as big as 100 
indicating how the football 
marching units at Michigan State 
and the University of Michigan 


| have developed a farm system for | 


their band shows. Their polish is 
amazing at times and comes from 
training that starts as low as the | 
fourth grade. 


General Motors brought public | 


| about four 
| his 


=e Continued from page 2 oases 
talked back, Maj. Bailey slugged 
him and kicked him while he was 
down. Bailey then took over the 
role of emcee of the show. After 
getting first aid treatment, Rogers 
drove to Wiesbaden where he was 
admitted to the hospital and dis- 
charged six days later. 

Although Maj. Bailey declined to 
discuss the case, witnesses said 
that the entire affair resuited from 
a misunderstanding over the time 
show was scheduled. The major 
believed that the show was to go 
on at a quarter hour to midnight 
instead of a quarter hour past mid- 
night. Otherwise, Rogers said that 
he had encountered no discrimina- 
tory treatment on his six-week tour 
of the Army and Air Force bases. 
Rogers said that he would lose 
weeks work and rated 
salary at $1,000 weekly. The 
National Assn. for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People got a re- 
port on the incident. 

Rogers’ attorney, Charles E., 
O’Connor of Frankfurt, said that 
he had not yet received a reply to 


| a letter sent to Maj. Bailey and the 


officers’ club in which he stated his 
intention to seek damages. Claims, 
said O'Connor, will be filed with 





the U.S. Claims office, but no sat- 
isfactory reply was received. Pri- 
vate citizens cannot enter suit 
against Government Agencies. 
Thrush Into Tenn. Spot 
Memphis, Aug. 19. 


Mickie Milan, N.Y. thrush here 
cutting a few sides for Sun Rec- 
ords, has been signed for the River- 
mont-East Club by skipper Joe 
Jaffee. 

Singer is featured in four shows 
nightly at the plush local private 
club. 








PIGALLE THEATRE 
RESTAURANT 


LONDON 
12th WEEK 














CARROLL 
GORMAN 


Currently 
Aug. 25 to Sept. 28 


ROOSTERTAIL 
Detroit, Mich. 


7810 Harding Ave. 
Miami Beach, Fia. 


WILL OSBORNE 


Entire Season 


CAL-NEVA LODGE 
LAKE TAHOE 















































Opening 'Gth International Tour 





currently 
CHAT NOIR CASINO 
Oslo, Norway 











| Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr.; ED KIRKEBY 








The DEEP RIVER BOYS 


Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 
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Tom Ball Scouting Nippon Talent 
For 2d US. Edition of ‘Geisha Revue 


Tokyo, Aug. 13. 

Night club show producer Tom 
Ball, who scored last year with 
a Geisha Girl Revue, is back for a 
month to cast a second edition 
which would open at the Saxony in 
Miami Beach at the end of Decem- 
ber for the winter season and then 
move to the Thunderbird Hotel in | Brussels Fair, and already specu- 
Las Vegas for six or eight weeks | lations are going on about what 
followed by a stir! at the Riverside | will happen to the different pavil- 
in Reno with possible additional | ions when the gates close behind 
dates. the last visitor. 

Ball will also survey the local; any will be pulled down while 
field for girls and acts to fill out | others will be dismantled and re- 
a China Doll Revue which bows at | puyilt in their country of origin. 
the Thunderbird in October. Rep- | That will be the case of the USSR 
— interested parties including | pavilion which will be reerected in 

everly Hills real estater Sandy | Moscow and serve as an exposi- 
Adler, Ball has ogled the Takara- | tion showcase. Germany will take 
zuka Girls’ Opera Troupe and filed iis to Cologne, Yugoslavia to one 


s 
_ 


Already Mulling Fates 
Of Brussels Pavilions 


Brussels, Aug. 12. 
October will seal the fate of the 





Plan Reopening Hub’s 
Bradford Roof Nitery, Cleve 


Boston, Aug. 19. 

Plans to reopen the shuttered 
Bradford Roof, 450-seater atop the 
Hotel Bradford, were be.ng made | 
here this week by owner Ralph! 
Snyder, Al Taxier, boniface and 
Harry Drake, booker. | 

The Bradford Roof gave up last 
| Season, and the hotel opened its 
| Carousel Room below the street 
level. on a calypso kick ~/hich ; - 
lasted several months then was|Telights for the 58-59 season on 
|replaced with the same straight|Sept. 6 with a weekend policy 
entertainment format as the roof | House, a 3,000-seater, 
|had. Plans for the rooftop nitery 
|for the upcoming season call for st a 
change in format with a name act |!¥ on a rock ‘n’ roll kick. 
\to be featured “who can do 40 or| In addition to r and r, top re-| 
150 minutes.” cording artists are featured. The | 
| three Harris brothers, Ted, M 


a ae 








Rock ’n’ Roll Vaudery 
Relights in Hartford 


Hartford, Aug. 19 





is 
| 


England. 





;} and Martin, are expected to follow | 
|r and top recording format. Most 


| riety. 


State Theatre, local vaudfilmer, | 


believed | 
|to be the only vauder left in New | 
Last season it was main- | : 

| ruptcy 


erris | also aw 
i : ‘ 
}to trustee for Pirchner’s club, now 


| through on their successful r and | ioe that amount had been already 


| of latter are of the best kick va-| 


and Nitery Wins Key Battle 
Vs. 20%, Tax in Bankruptcy Court 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 

Herman Pirchner, Cleveland 
nitery owner, finally won his long 
battle against U.S. Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau which had slapped 
a $31,000 cabaret tax claim against 
him and his Alpine Village last 
year. 
Fight is not over yet although 
Federal lawsuit was quashed in 
a bankrupicy court decision earlier 
this week. Carl D. Friebolin, bank- 
referee in the Cleveland 
district, ruled that the Govern- 
ment had not proven its claim. He 
arded judgment of $1,854 
operating under new ownership, 
paid on the tax claim. 

Government probably will battle 


reports on same. Interests will now 
see if they can guarantee suffi- 
cient U.S. bookings to make it 
practical for import, although Ball 
conceded that with its 65 people 
and estimated $75,000 round-trip 


transportation costs just to the | 


West Coast, “It's an enormous 


undertaking.” 


On his brushbeating trip last | 


annum, Ball rounded up baritone 
Tony Toyoda, Misao Shuree and 
her Kabuki Team, including eight 
girls and male dancer Junichi Ha- 
mada, plus five other girls culled 
from various spots. U.S. Oriental 
acts were added to round out a cast 
of 30 and the Geisha Girl Revue 
opened November 1 at the Desert 
Inn for eight weeks. Boffo success 


of the great cities. Austria intends 
{to transform hers into a museum 
|'and Turkey is toying with the idea 
of making its handsome little 
| building into a permanent hall in 
| Ankara. 
Only part of the very large 
| Congo Pavilion will survive and 
remain where it presently stands. 
Most pavilions will be for sale 
and dismantled by their future 
owners. 
| It is said that the American 
| Theatre of the U. S. Pavilion will 
| be presented to the Belgian Gov- 
ernment. 





Havana Casinos 


Havana, Aug. 19. 

The number of casinos in Cuba 
jis now expected to be stabilized. 
| With the new legislation it’s felt 
that it will be impossible to open 
new gaming spots, and holders of 
| casino licenses will have a monop- 
joly in the industry. 
| The major change is a require- 
ment that Havana hotels be worth 
| at least $8,000,000 before they can 
| be granted a casino license. Pre- 
| viously a hotel had only to be 
worth at least $1,000,000. Hotels 
in the interior of Cuba need be 





\this important ruling all the way 
jup to U.S. Supreme Court, Frie- 
}bolin predicted, since his decision 
| will affect thousands of cabaret 


| Similar policy is due this year. 
Pencilled in are Frankie Lyman, 
Buddy Holly, the Crickets, Bobby 


Freeman, Big Maybelle, the Ko-| 
daks Cheryl Slade. and “Red” operators throughout country. 
|Prysock band. House got into| Internal Revenue Service con- 


- aeane hack | tended money was due for period 
trouble a couple of seasons back |. : 

| when kids created several disturb- | er Dec. 4 1953, to Nov. gt 
lances in and outside the theatre. | W2C? Pirehner operated pine 
| It clmost resulted in loss of license con he now manages for 
by the house. Operators since then | ‘ on. i 

have toned down billboard and| At that time the nitery had two 
newspaper advertising. i'methocs of billing patrons. Diners 


3 Hub Niteries 





| had checks stamped “no show” and 
| did not have to pay 20° amuse- 
;ment tax on dinners. It was only 
charged to those staying for first 
|9 p.m. show or midnight perform- 


extended show to an eight-and-a- 
half month circuit run including 
bookings at the Riverside, Saxony, 
Lotus Club in Washington, D.C., 
repeat at the Riverside, Amatos 
Supper Club in Portland, Ore. and 
a shot on the Ed Sullivan Show. 

This year’s package expects to 
repeat Toyoda with Miss Shuree 
and some of her girls plus some | 
new girls. Strongly being weighed 
by Ball now is a child musical act 
called The Gay Little Hearts which 
is solid on the U.S. military cir- | 
cuit here. Ball wings to Korea for 
a few days this week to o.0. the 
singing Kim Sisters who are re- 
ported to be the top act om frozen 
Chosen. 

Having taken a successful show 


Clean Burley Ads 
For L.A. Papers 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Burlesque admen here are Jook- 
ing for new ways to titillate pros- 
pective customers-as a result of a 
cleanup campaign currently under- 
way in local newspaper ad depart- 
ments. 

Clothes are going back on the 
girls in the art work and their 
postures are being improved. 
“Look Ma! No Bra!” and similar 
exclamations are disappearing 
from the copy as an offshoot of the 


to the U.S. and delivered them | M€Wspapers’ campaign to clean up 
safely back, Ball has eliminated motion picture advertising. 

from himself the cloak of suspi- The Los Angeles Newspaper 
cion that surrounds foreigners in Publishers Assn. started the pix 
these parts who cyvo promises into drive about two weeks ago. The 
performers’ ears about mazdaing burley campaign started quietly 
their names. For same reason, he’s last week after the discrepancy 


also getting more reasonable price 
demands from acts who want to 
showcase their wares in the U.S. 
Although Ball says the emphasis 
here is still on strong production 
rather than strong acts, he thinks 
the presentation of local vocalists 
has beet: upgraded. ‘“‘They are now 
getting a little more Americanized, 
especially in delivery,” 


NICK LUCAS 


and HIS TOWNAIRES 


was pointed out. LANPA has four 
member papers—the Mirror News, 
Herald- Express, Examiner and 
|Times. The Times is aloof to 
' burlesque ads. 





‘Suspects in Izzy Grove 








{ The trial of two men who al- 
legedly beat up talent promoter 
|Izzy Grove a couple of weeks ago 
{at the Shell House, Island Park, 
L. I., gets under way in Mineola 
country court Aug. 27. Defendants 
jare Eugene Berkowitz and Dave 








Now Appear Kaufman, now out on bail. 
oe Both are charged with mauiing 
HOLI DA |Grove after the latter asked for a 
|receipt for a restaurant tab. He 
had been waiting at the Shell 
Reno, Nev. House for singer Ed Townsend who 
Thru Sept. 10 was appearing there at the time. 


Grove, an ex-fighter, claimed he 
/was unable to defend himself be- 
}cause his arm was in a sling due 
ito a previous accident. 


Monegement 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 














Attack to Stand Trial 


}ger & Trigger Jr., an _eight-horse 
jact, and the tumbling Rudells, will | ammeu: 


| worth, however, only $3,500,000 in 
| order to obtain a gambling license. 
| Cabarets, clubs and other simi- 
lar entertainment places must be 
worth at least $1,000,000 before be- 
jing eligible for a license. This is 
|for cabarets in Havana. In the} 
interior, they must be worth a min-| opening Sept. 
|imum of $500,000. 
| According to the new regula-| 
| tions, passed by the Cuban cabinet, | 
the monthly fees paid by casinos | 
to the government is doubled. This | 
applies to new casinos. The fees 
paid by existing casinos will only | 


Boston, Aug. 19. | 

Hub niteries are readying for the | 
upcoming season with Blinstrub’s | 
1,700-seater inking Cathy Carr for | 
8. Three supper | 


this season, Blinstrub’s, S‘euben’s 
and the Bradford, and one across 
the bay, the Frolic in Revere. 
Stanley Blinsirub will have the 
George Moro-Landis line back, and 
has signed Gogi Grant for Oct. 6 


be doubled after two years have | Week, with Nat (King) Cole for 

passed. Oct. 13 week.  Blinstrub’s will | 
The cabinet ordered that if a|.coniinue with Monday night open- 

casino closes down. it must econ- ings and format of hot record 

tinue to pay half its regular fees ; 24mes. 

during the period of inactivity. If The Bradford will open either 

after renewing its activities, a ca-|itS @ovnstairs room or the roof 


Plans are being readied and talk 
is of glassing in the rooftop boite. 

Don Dennis, singing emcee at 
Steuben’s, returns to iniro the 
shows and take a spot in the shows | 
in the 450-seater, which is having 
an entrance face lifting. 

The Frolic in Revere wil! con 
tinue its policy of name and semi- | 
name singers and supporting acts. | 
The Gilded Cage will continue its 
gay ‘90s format, set this summer, 
into the fall-vinter season. 


sino closes down again, it will lose 
its license. 

Earlier, the government, in an 
unexplained move, had ordered a 
ban on the importation of slot ma- 
chines. Those on the docks await- 
ing entry into the country were or- 
dered returned to the U. S. 





Neb. Fair Sets Lineup; 
Roy Rogers In Kickoff 


Omaha, Aug. 19. 
Roy Rogers’ show, with Dale | 
Evans, Pat and Nelly-Belle, Trig- 














Paris Natives 


| 
Continued from page 2 ee 





headline this vear’s grandstand 
program at the Nebraska State Fair | staple Folies-Bergere, Casino de) 
in Lincoln. Western presentation | Paris, and Concert Mayol. Rarely | 
is slated for first four days of the |do these shows do badly. Perhaps | 
Fair, Aug. 30 through Sept. 2. |the tourists are cooled by undraped | 

Following Rogers will be Sam | femmes. Whatever & is, nudes re- | 
Howard's Water Show on Sept. 3/ main the main warm weather ‘show | 
mattinee; and a variety show with | staple. | 
the Andrew Sisters, Shep Fields Film houses in many instances | 
Orch, Hal Sands Manhattan Rock-| are playing better known oldies | 
ets, Vernon Bumpy & Co., Trio |and trying to capitalize on the Yank | 
Cottas, Three Leggers, Mariners|influx by showing oldie Brigitte | 
and Kari-Karo the evenings of | Bardot pix with Anglo subtitles. | 
Sept. 3 and 4. Aut Swenson’s| They advertise that one can now | 
Thrillcade will wrap up matters | see and understand what is cut out | 
the night of Sept. 5. ‘in America, | 








| clubs will be going in Hub again | 


| test 


| $47,755. 


| spot 


System was immediately changed 
by him when tax agents squawked 
he was violating the law. Follow- 
ing their edict, he started to open 
his club at 7 p.m. two hours later 
than ucual, collectin’ the tax for 
entertainment immediately from 


all diners, 
ruled Pirchner had 


Friebolin 
acted within the excise t:x law 


| Ready Fall Bow “=: the ex-owner testified. 


| which he said was “lacking in clar- 


ity and precision.” Judge also said 
method of estimating used by Fed- 
eral agents during a three-month 
period was “unreliable, “un- 
realistic and inaccurate” even if 
there was a real claim for taxes. 
Nitery was thrown into bank- 
ruptcy by Internal Revenue brass 
in August. 1957, on a lien claim- 
ing $51,309 due in cabaret and 
withholding taxes, of which 20% 
amusement tax amounted to about 
ater the Government re- 
covered $20,000 from the place. 





Jerry Lee Lewis Draws 
Only 600 in Ottawa Aud 


Ottawa, Aug. 19. 
Jerry Lee Lewis’ one-nighter 
‘15) in Ottawa’s Auditorium drew 
an estimated 600 customers to a 
able to accommodate more 
than 89000. 
Prices were scaled to $2.50. 
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PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 


for all Theatricals 
“We Service the Stars” 





Big Temporery Special on All 
35 Gag Files for $15, Pius $1.00 Postage 
Foreign: $1.50 ea., 35 for $40 
@ 2 Perody Books, Per Bk. site 
@ 4 Bieckout Books, Per Bk. .. $15 @ 
e@ Minstrel Budget $25 ¢@ 
How te Master the Ceremonies 
$3 per Copy 
No C.0.D's “Alwaye Open” 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St. N.Y¥.C.. 19 Circle 7-1130 
(WE TEACH EMCFEEING and COMEDY) 
(Let a Real Professional Train You) 




















LEE MORTIMER, New York Daily Mirrer 


“The amazing St. Leon Troupe of acrobets whe ere 
balls of fire, singly and collectively.” 


GENE KNIGHT (Jim O'Connor), 

N. Y. Journal-American 

“Also new here Is the amazing, dexterous acro- 
batics of the St. Leon Troupe; eight teeterboard 
experts from Australia whe bound higher end for- 


ther than a kangaroo." tradition.” 


ROSE ii IR 





Exclusive 


SEES Ce eo! 


Pers. Representative— 
i bari iil 


ST. LEON TROUPE 


“INTERNATIONAL ACROBATIC STARS OF THE TEETERBOARD” 


FRANK ASTON, 

New York World-Telegram and Sun 

“The St. Leon Troupe make the Impossible look 
easy os they race through a madness of acrobatics 
«+» @stounding and amusing.” 


VARIETY 


“A strong acro stint . . 
impressive on sight values . . 
(8), two of them femmes, ore rousing in the best 


. A socke acrobatic act... 
. The St. Leon Troupe 


1755 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 19 
PHONE: Cl _7-3900 — 5-2320 
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LATIN QUARTER, New York | 


Thank you Messrs. EDDIE RISMAN and E. M. LOEW for 
TEN HAPPY WEEKS and for our return engagement in 1959. 
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500 Club, A. C. 
Atlantie City, N.J., Aug. 17. 
Sammy Davis Jr., Damita Jo, 
Jack Curtiss, Pete Miller Orch di- 
rected by Dick Stabile; $4 mini- 
mum; $2 admission, 





It's a cinch that Sammy Davis 
Jr. will break the house record now 
held by Frank Sinatra before he 
completes his week at Paul (Skin- 
ny’ D’Amato’s Vermillion room in 
he 500 Club. The enlarged supper 
room was packed to capacity as he 
opened, and the waiting line for 
les second show stretched from 
the door down through the club's 
first bar and out into the street as 
vacationists fought for a chance to 
get in. 

This little fellow seems to im- 
prove, if improvement is possible, 
every time he plays this spot. This 
time around during most of the 60 
odd minutes he is devoting only a 
portion of his act to the impres- 
sions which in other years took up 
so much of his turn. 

Vocally he scores heavily with 
“Where Is My Bess” from “Porgy 
and Bess” which will be his next 
motion picture; “Yiddisher Mama,” 
“Hey There,” “Little Girl,” “Then 
I'm Happy,” “Ain't Gonna 
Change,” and “Birth of the Blues,” 
done as he sits atop the concert 
grand. 

His satirical impersonations of 
the greats of the entertainment 
field include takeoffs on Sinatra, 
Cele, Jolson, Jerry Lewis, Vaughn 
Monroe, Frankie Laine, Billy 
Eckstine. Here he is best in the 
Sir.atra number, coming on stage 
with cigarette in lips, drink in 
hand, trench coat over a shoulder, 
and the standard Sinatra topper, to 
de “That's Why the Lady Is A 
Tramp,” and then follows up as the 
others would do it, for a big click. 

This time Uncle Willie Mastin 
is brought on for a brief soft shoe 
routine, disappearing from scene 
shortly thereafter. After this stint, 
Davis goes into his well known and 
well mitted tap routine. Davis is 
backed by the Pete Miller orches- 
tra directed by Dick Stabile. His 
pianist is George Roads who lends 
an able assist. 

Only other act is Damita Jo, 
who has moved over from Larry 
Steele's Club Harlem show. At- 
tractive singer wins payees quick- 
ly with such as “It’s So Nice,” 
“Little Spanish Town,” and a med- 
ley when she pours on with “Eve- 
ning Sun” and “St. Louis Blues.” 

Walk. 


Dorchester, London 

London, Aug. 12. 

Lucille 

yots (2), George Birch & Cyril 
Grantham Orchs; $5.60 top. 





During this month the dancing 
line at this Park Lane hotel is on 
vacation, but the two acts in the 
present layout provide a neat con- 
trusting entertainment whica 
should please the late night diners 
during its two weeks’ run. 

With their opening spiel Lucille 
and Eddie Roberts have a tough 
job in trying to crack the ring- 
siders’ reserve but once they get 
into their main mind-reading act 
the audience 1s quickly wan over. 
Although not new in London, their 
stow fascinates as the femme 
partner, blindfolded onstage, iden- 
tifies articles handed to her hus- 
band by the customers. Among the 
articles she was asked to name on 
opening night were lighters carry- 
ing advertising slogans, driving 
licenses, details of a passport, etc. 
A particularly intriguing bit was 
the way in which she gave the 
details of a customer’s car, reveal- 
ing that it had been smashed up 
and was out of commission. 

The Konyots’ knockabout comedy 
dancing makes a fine opener. They 
have a well-paced routine which 
includes some difficult acro stunts 
and it’s all 
laughs. 

Opening act is neatly showcased 
by the Cyril Grantham orch. and, 
with George Birch’s orch., they 
take good care of the dance ses- 
sions. Myro. 


Dunes, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 14. 

“Minsky’s Follies of 1959,” Lou 
Costello, Chiquita & Johnson, 
Seven Ashtons, Chili Pepper, Vera 
Vera, Jack Hilliard, Sharon Ran- 
dall, Barbara Esko, Betsy Mills, 
Murray Briscoe, Liz Graham, Sid 
Fields, Vicky Dennas, Minsky Girls 
(32), Cee Bavidson Orch (11); 
produced by Harold Minsky, staged 
by Madame Komarova, musical ar- 
Trangements by Joyce Brown, light- 
ing by Gordon Beck, stage direc- 
tion by Edward Lynch, sets by R. 

L. Grosh & Son; $3 minimum. 


Lou Costello’s nitery bow sans 
Bud Abbott put him in familiar 
surroundings — the former bur- 
lesque performer headlines Harold 


“Minsky’s Follies of i959.” On 
opening night, Costello didn’t ap- 
pear to be very comfortable in the 
ancient skits which include “crazy 
House,” but a few shakedown per- 
formances should put him in strde. 
Because of the current contro- 
versy here about nudity, there was. 
some speculation as to whether the | 
bra-less babes would be eliminated 
or dressed up a bit for this show. 
Apparently, as far as the Dunes 
(which pioneered nudity in Vegas) 
is concerned, the nudes are here 
to stay. There were six nudes in 
the previous show, and this one} 
has 11, counting the featured ex-| 
otic, Chili Pepper. } 
Strongly balancing Costello in) 
the overall production are acro- | 
batie terpers, Chiquita & Johnson, 
and The Seven Ashfons. Person- | 
nel of the latter tumbling team) 
has beén altered since its last stint 
here, now consists of five males) 
(ore small boy) and two femmes. | 
Jack Hilliard, a welcome re-! 
turnee to the Vegas scene, fs a) 
handsome singer who robustly 
handles the production songs with 
competent canary Sharon Randall. 
Production numbers by Madame 
Komarova featuring 32 Minsky 
showgirls, models, and dancers, 
are backed by the Cee Davidson 
orch (11). Show is in for an indef- 
inate run. Duke. 


Statler, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Eddie Peabody, Professor Back- 
wards, Skinnay Ennis Orch (12); 
$2-$2.50 cover. 








Eddie Peabody, whose some 30 
years in show business haven't 


Sands, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 13. 

Marguerite Piazza, Louis Arm- 
strong, Bill Norvas Singers (4), 
Texcs Copa Girls (12), Antonio 
Morelli Orch (15); staged by Jack 
Entratter, choreography by Bob 
Gilbert and Renne Stuart; $3 mini- 
mum. 





Jack Enfratter’s: answer to the 
question of nudity in Strip shows 
is his newest production—a top 
quality, highly entertaining pack- 
age which is geared to please all 
tastes. Marguerite:Piazza and Louis 
Armstrong co-headline ga _ neatly 
balanced opera and jazz festival, 
punctuated by lavish production 
numbers featuring the gorgeously 
gowned Texas Copa Girls (12), and 
the smooth songology of the Bill 
Norvas male singers (4). 

Miss Piazza's delightful turn 
brought generous bravos from first- 
nighters, and the star seems to 
thoroughly enjoy her field day of 
singing and terping. At one point, 
she applies clown makeup while 
onstage, and segues into a stirring 
“Vesti La Giubba.” She gets yocks 
|and warm mitting with her bowoff 
le:1rcus number, in which she not 
|only sings but plays miniature band 
|instruments. Repertoire for act 
includes ‘“‘Sposolizio,” “La Spang- 
nola,” “Sorrento,” “Quanna Fem- 
mena Vo,” ‘Witchcraft’ (in Italian 
and English), ‘Hush-A-Baby” (writ- 





ten by her conductor-arranger 
|Jerry Bresler), “I Could Have 
Danced All Night,” “I'll .Never 


| Walk Alone,” “Zip,” “Look For the 
|Silver Lining,” and “I Always 
|Wanted To Be The One Who 


| Played In The Circus Band.” Lat- 


;mated rock *n’ roll. 


dulled his flying hands or hair,| ter number was written especially 
banks on reminiscence for his | for her by Bresler and Lyn Duddy. 


greatest stir, and the stable Statler | Sets by Gary Smith and choreog- | 


patrons go for it all the way. Med-| raphy by James Starbuck are first- | 
leys which include “Stardust,” | class. 

“Somebody Stole My Gal” and| Armstrong’s act is a completely 
“Some One of These Days” are good separate unit, designed for both 


& Eddie Roberts, Kon- | 


good for plenty of | 





Minsks’s newest qigly:Rugy Tevpe, 


for a memory, with Peabody's 
technical skill most evident when 
he mutes his shining banjo or 
when he’s piucking the Dixie tunes. 
Whether one goes for the banjo 
or not, it’s refreshing to watch 


Peabody who seems grateful for. 


every plaudit. 
Professor Backwards, relying 
less heavily and during some shows 


not at all on his ability to write! 


and pronounce “antidisestablish- 
mentarianism” from back to front, 
breezes through a _ laugh-laden 
monologue that goes well at the 
Statler. 


nasal stuffiness. he quickly de- 


livers, and the fun is compounded | 


by a dry, immobile face. The jokes 
come fast, as do their punchlines, 
and his backwards word sense still 
is good for an amazing stint. 
Skinnay Ennis and his orch (12) 
continues to back the show and add 
fine music for dancing. Show, 


each one running some 50 minutes, | 


continues through Aug. 20, with 
the Wilder Bros. moving in on 
Aug. 21. Ron, 


Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 

Laureanne Lemay, Lucio & Ro- 
sita, Jose Marquez & Maria Alba, 
Ralph Font and Panchito Orchs; 
$4 minimum. 





Current revue at Angel Lopez’ 
Chateau Madrid is an infectious 
one guaranteed to cement solidar- 
ity of the citizenry of South, Mid- 
die and North America, not to over- 
look parts of Spain. Show opens 


with Jose Marquez and Maria Alba | 


in superb examples of flamenco 
dancing, a particular highspot being 
a vivid demonstration of agility on 


the part of Marquez in a solo turn. | 


Lucio & Rosita, the dancing team 
from Cuba, make their Gotham 
debut here in a spirited assortment 
of South American dances. Miss 
Rosita in a flaming red gown, and 
her partner in a tight, cream-col- 
ered dancing suit, demonstrated 
Pan-American trends and in a solo 
bit, Lucio displayed equally fan- 


tastic steps and jumps. Both are! 


handsome individuals with fine 
stage presence and perform with 
evident enjoyment and polish. 
Laureanne Lemay, Canadian 
chanteuse, is also making her first 
appearance at this Spanish-de- 
signed night spot. Miss Lemay, 
curvaceous 19-year-old gal with 
golden hair, comes on swathed in 
a gown of — lace over peacock 
blue that breaks in a floor-length 


firecracker flounce siarting above | 
the knee. It is a stunning costume | 


for the singer of French and Eng- 
lish melodies, both of which she 


delivers with alternating tender- | 


ness and gusto. Her impression of 
a drunken French singer, rendered 
in French, is a sock number, as is 
her French-English version of “I 
Love Paris” and her Spanish-Eng- 
lish interpretation of “You Belong 
to My Heart.” She has a captivating 
way with the audience and her nov- 
elty numbers, in particular, scored 
heavily with patrons. 

The Ralph Font and Panchito 
orchestras alternate the _ bright 
show and dance music at the com- 


togtable, Ghateay Madyid., Ltans, | 


With southern accent and | 





| hipsters and non-hipsters. Satch- 
mo’s All Stars consist of Armstrong | 
|on trumpet; Billy Kyle, piano; 
|Mort Herbert, bass; Trummy| 
| Young, trombone; Peanuts Hucko, | 
|clarinet, and Danny Barcelona, | 
drums. All get a chance to solidly | 
|solo, and chirper Velma Middle‘on | 
scores with “St. Lou’s Blues.” The} 
|group’s numbers include “Now| 
You Has Jazz” (with classic styl-| 
ized vocal by Armstrong), “In-| 
diana,” and “Tiger Rag.” 

“Double feature,” skillfully 


backed by the Antonio Morelli | 
orch (15), is booked through 
Sept. 2. Duke. | 


| 


Fack’s Hi, San Franeiseco 
San Francisco, Aug. 14. 
Teddi King, Joe Volino, Tommy 
Conine, Chris Crist, Herb Barman 
Trio; $2 admission. | 


Teddi King is surely one of the | 
finest jazz singers extant, with an | 
excellent voice, remarkably clean | 
| phrasing, tasteful material and a/' 
| warm personality which brings a 
| glowing crowd reaction. 
| She opens her 25-minute stint | 
with “It Could Happen to You,” | 
| goes into “A Room with a View,” 
|does Jimmy McHugh’s “Porgy” 
| belts “Lady Is a Tramp” robustly 
(and changes “Hate California, it’s 
cold and it’s damp” to more easily 
digestible sentiments for Califor- 
nians), and knocks out a sock ver- 
sion of “Let's Face the Music and 
Dance,” croons “Little Girl Blue” 
caressingly and winds up with a 
genuinely funny Beat Generation 
| version of “All the Way.” In ad- 
| dition, she uses her hands expres- 
sively, wears a low-gown to the 
advantage of her curvy figure and 
demonstrates a savvy and profes- 
sionalism which better-paid singers 
might well envy. This is very top- 
drawer, and crowd eats it up. 

Joe Volino has a big, good voice 
|in a small frame and rates a fine 
| hand on his 22-minute stint, mostly 
standards. He is still a trifle un- 
sure of himself and needs a little 
comic material to relieve a diet 
|consisting largely of ballads and 
But he figures to develop. 

Tommy Conine in a fine tap- 
dancer with a great sense of com- 
edy and a marvelously relaxed 
;manner. Chris Crist opens 90- 
|minute show with a record act— 





j 


‘nuff said. Herb Barman Trio is 
excellent. Show's booked through 
Aug. 23. Stef. 


Hurricane, 
Wildwood, N. J. 
Wildwood, N.J., Aug. 13. 
Charlie Gracie, Day Bros. Sex- 
tette, Dynatones (4); no cover or 
minimum, $1 admission weekends. 





In order to hypo a lagging box- 
office, Sylvan Rosenfeld and Ger- 
trude Berkowitz’s Hurricane Room 
has signed Charlie Gracie to an 
unprecedented month-long engage- 
|}ment. This marks the only time 
|that any name singer has been 
|pacted for so long an engagement 
|in the Wildwoods. 





And fhe size, o€ the ‘erpwdy ,and 


the talent indicates that no mistake 
has been made. With wavy hair, 
sparkling eyes and good looks, 
Gracie is socke from the word go. 

An adept guitarist, Gracie con- 
centrates on selling every song out 
to the rim. His offerings include 
“Butterfly,” “Eeony, Miney, Mo,” 
“Why Don’t You Write Me A Let- 





Fairmont Hotel, S. F. 
San Francisco, Aug. 14 
Tony Bennett, Ralph Sharon 
Alan Mack, Bill Exiner, Candido’ 
Ernie Heckscher Orch’ (11), $2 
cover, 





Tony Bennett is a terrific show- 





ter?,” “Hound Dog,” and a sexy 
oftering with French overtones | 
named “La, La.” j 

The Dynatones back the star up) 
and offer their own brand of ani-| 
Replete with | 
gold lame jackets, the Dynatones | 
beat a frenzied cowbell tattoo to} 
“Fandango.” Saxophonist Frankie 
Day is a standout. 

The Day Bros. sextet'e blend 
comedy with rock ‘n’ roll. Their 
best offerings are “Splish, Splash” | 
and “Fever.” Their terp work is 
especially good but taey musi) 
temper the brashness oi youth to} 
gain their full potential. Their 
oviginal numbers display the group 
at their best and their carbons of | 
Treniers numbers are too familiar 
to obtain results for this group. | 
All in all, this stacks up as a solid 


| 


man, has a great group led by 
Ralph Sharon behind him and gets 
tremendous applause in his 50-min- 
ute show. 

Bennett sings 16 songs, far 
above par, in his stint and gets 
great audience reaction. Most of 
his numbers are standards, such as 
“It Had To Be You.” “Without a 
Song,” “One More for the Road,” 
“Our Love Is Here to Stay,” “Blue 
Moon,” “Pennies from Heaven,” 
“Lost in the Stars,” “Lullaby of 
Broadway,” “Always” and “Or 
Man River.” 

His voice seems rather tight, but 
he uses a handmike very dextrous- 
lv, hops around the stage enthus- 
iastically, smiles and gives an im- 
pression of vast sincerity. 

Sharon on piano, Alan Mack on 
bass, Billy Exiner on drums and 
Candido on conga drums are top- 


shew for rock ‘n’ roll fans, albcit | flight and Candide takes a drum 


puzzling to some of the oldsters 
that wind up in the eee 
fath. 


The Cloister, Chi 
Chicago, Au®. 12. 


Lennie Bruce, Lurlean Hunter, 
Ramsey Lewis Trio. $2.59 mént- 
mum, 





Refurbished Cloister Inn is just | 


The Cloister now and bidding for 
chichi trade with a name policy. 
Liquor’s the only other fare, so the 
200-seater has got to rely on its re- 
vamped identity and the stimulus 
of its marquee for nut-cracking. 
Preem layout, in for a month, is 
a worthy debuter, but with tough 
opposition in town, it figures to 
need beaucoup word-of-mouth suc- 
cor, especially for the mid-week 
market. 

Slender comic Lennie Bruce is 
first-timing in Chi—and man, he’s 
out there! Caustic viewpoints and 
sometime coarse verbalizing are 


raw meat for the hipsters, and rate > 


strictly for the cerebral smalleries. 


Delivery’s disjointed, which is not} 


to say out of control, and dotted 
with a “bug me” throwaway that 
typifies the Bruce jargon. Comic’s 
perception is acute, and he bites 
clear to the nub of an issue. Tab- 
lers who don’t dig him are apt to 
be traumatized by the nakedness of 
his Ike-Sherman grilling on the 
links. But especially divisive out- 
front is his conclave of pulpiteers, 
which—take your choice—is irre- 
ligious or a devastating indictment 
of theological sham. It’s tightrope 
stuff, though for what it says, 
adroitly put across. 

Jazz chirper Lurlean Hunter is a 
local fave, and a familiar sound in 


this cellar, who’s somehow never | 


hit the heights thought by buffs 
within reach. Whatever the absent 
quality, it’s not on any technical 
count. Her phrasing and beat, in 
fact, are virtually flawless through 
a catalog that includes “Simple 


Life,” “Darn That Dream,” “Lady | 


is a Tramp” and “Detour Ahead,” 
among others. Singer's ably backed 
by Ramsey Lewis trio, onstage also 
for intermission sets. 

Mickey Shaughnessy and Meg 
Myles move in Sept. 8. Pit. 


Clab Harlem, A. ¢. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Atlantie City, Aug. 14. 

The big voice of Arthur Lee 
Simpkins fills this spot with a 
cifferent kind of music, and some 
times a different kind of payee, as 
the singer joins Larry Steele’rc 
“Smart Affairs of 1959” for what 
has become his annual August ap- 
pearance in this resort. 

Simpkins offers a varied pro- 
gram, with pops, spirituals and 
selections usually found on the 
program of concert singers rather 
than in night clubs. While he clicks 
with all, it’s in the field of the 
more serious music that his voice 
is most effective. “Sorrento,” “O 
Sole Mio,” “Granada,” etc. are 
especially to point. 

He does “Down By the River- 
side” with payees taking up the 
beat with wooden clappers found 
on tables here to make enough 
noise to drown out a less powerful 
voice. “I Believe,” “Just A Weary- 
ing for You” silence a usually noisy 
audience. 

“Ave Maria” is his final number 
and one which is seldom heard in 
clubs, but here it is well received 
with Simpkins only getting away 
us house lights are dimmed for the 
Steele show finale. Sirger gets big 
assist from his arranger and ac- 
companist, Charlie Prime. 

Mauri ighton came in from 
Miami to join “Affairs” for last 
four weeks. Her husky voice keeps 
them happy with “Anything Goes,” 
“Cimilo,” “I Wanna Be Loved,” 
and finally the ribald “Too Many 


Men,” cz tgut WO. 


{solo during “Ol’ Man River” which 

contributes to flipping audience. 

Show’s booked through Sept. 3. 
Stef. 


Riverside, Reno 
Reno, Aug. 14. 
Diahann Carroll, Johnny Hay- 
mer, Riverside Starlets (8), Bill 
Clifford’s Orch (10); $2 minimum. 








| Diahann Carroll offers one of 
ithe most distinctive and versatile 
;voices heard from the Riverside 
| theatre-restaurant in many bills. 
| First-nighters were scattered, 
but enthusiastic with approval. 
Miss Carroll's two-frame stint will 
suffer because she’s relatively un- 
| known in the west on the bistro 
circuit. 

Working the opening night show 
like a pro, she showed range with 
titles varied as “This Can't Be 
|Love” and “Nobody Knows The 
Trouble I’ve Seen,” the latter with 
no accompaniment. The senia 
songstress, svelte and lithe, makes 
mood with “Boy Next Door,” ard 
in seconds flits to a throaty rendie 
tion of “Be A Clown.” Miss Car- 
roll shows good histrionics with a 
commanding version of “You'd 
Better Go Now.” On the blues 
and the jazz she also has authority. 
At 19, she’s well on the way. 

Playing with Miss Carroll is 
comic Johnny Haymer, debuting in 
Reno. His bits in French accent 
rate scattered mitting, but im- 
proves with English and Brooklyn 
bar impreshes. Some of the older 
lines could be omitted. Turn is 
slow in spots, but is generally we!l- 
received. He's at his best with 
the leather jacket-motorcycle ofier- 
in 


g. 

Starlets open show with a Moro- 
Landis production perfected in 
precision and timing. In briefs 
and West Point toppers, terpers 
command midterm approval with 
intricate drill routine with rifles. 
Mannequins take second turn in 
fashion parade. Backing entire 
show is able music of Bill Clif- 
ford’s orch, Closing date set for 
Aug. 27. Long. 


Mr. Kelly’s, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Peggy King, Jorie Remus, Mar- 
ty Rubinstein Trio; $2.50 mini- 
mum, 





Peggy King proves herself an 
effective little performer, as much 
for her breezy, witty patter as for 
her sweet thrushing. Her “pretty, 
perky” billing is fully realized, and 
her half-hour songalog avoids the 
chestnuts for the less familiar. Miss 
King, however, should settle on a 
concept. She is naturally the 
ingenue, yet sports a chic colf and 
black cocktail dress that seem ic 
clash with the image. 

Her tunes further show the ef- 
ficacy of playing it winsome and 
wistful. “ eone in Love,” “So 
Do I” ond “Is It Love” are more 
believable than a too-sophisticated 
(for her) “Blame It Ou My Youth.” 
Chirper's “Lonesome Road” also 
indicates that jazz isn’t her most 
becoming idiom. But such lapses 
don’t deny Miss King’s ability to 
pick up on an- audience for fast, 
lasting rapport. 

It’s Jorie Remus’ second stint at 
this intimery, and comedienne 
orbits on the satire-parody axis 
mestly for chuckles. She registers 
spoofing various classes of chirpers, 
and with several bits on telephonic 
insincerity that point up, besides 
the act’s subtlety, a fine sense of 
comedic timing. Her thrushing of 
“My Bill” and “Cooperation” show, 
among other things, a firstrate 
musicomedy flair. Her funniest 
moments find her horizontal on the 
piano—an unoriginal device, but 
deftly done to pos response. A 
mobile face and sack dress abet 
her gpirthy ways, ‘<= * Pit.’ 
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Largo. Hollywood 
Los Angels, Aug. 15 
Bebby Breen, Arte Johnson, 
George DeCarl Orch (5); $1.50 
cover. 





Word-of-mouth, and plenty of it, 
will have to be the primary reason 
patrons will be drawn into Chuck 
Landis’ Largo nitery during cur- 
rent booking of Bobby Breen and 
Arte Johnson. Although it’s true 
that Breen, onetime juve singing 
star, may attract those patrons 
that dig nostalgia it’s questionabie 
whether he has a strong enough 


mafquee pull in today’s market to! 


keep this sunset nitery bustling. 

Breen, who hit national fame as 
a discovery of Eddie Cantor in the 
mid-30s, still exhibits much of the 
talent that he displayed as 2 child 
star when he captured filmgoer 
hearts in such films as “Rainbow 
On the River,” “Let's Sing Again” 
and “Fisherman's Wharf.” The 
goodlooking singer, now a tenor 
and making his first local appear- 
ance in five years, possesses & 
natural flair of showmanship. His 
repertoire is balanced with songs 
of past and present—all of which 
are delivered in good fashion. 
Numbers’ included “Lonesome 
Road,” “It’s Just the Nearness of 
You,” Shadrach,.” “My Baby Just 
Cares For Me,” “Dixie Melody,” 
well done in a rock-a-billy style, 
“Return To Me” in both English 
and Italian, and of course, “Rain- 
bow On the River” from the RKO 
pic. 

Arte Johnson, a young energetic 
comic, new to the Coast, is not a 
funnyman for everybody. His 
unique style of material will ap- 

eal only to a certain segment who 
Fike offbeat humor. Strength of 
his routine is the opener, a double- 
talked takeoff on “Little Red Rid- 
ing Hood” which he refers to as 
“Little Red Flethrick.” It takes a 
few minutes to get into Johnson's 
g:oove, but once done, he can be 
appreciated. 

Comic’s brand of 
backed with a fair voice which he 
uses while singing novelty types 


tunes with original lyrics. Best of | 


the latter group was “Lassie” 
which he warbles a la Billy Eck- 
stine. Also a tune tagged “Gopher 
the Gus” deserves mention. His 
satire on Russian soap operas and 
commercials was also a _ laugh 
getter. 

George De Carl's orch (5) con- 
tinues supplying this spot with top 


humor is) 


backing for the acts and some 
danceable music. The Novelites 
open Friday (22). Kafa. 





Hotel Muehleback,. K. C. 
Kansas City, Aug. 15. 

Granada Dancers (5), Peter 

Wood, Danny Ferguson Orch (8) 





The five Granada dancers fea- 
turing Estrellita & Raoul are mak- 
ing one of their first night club en- 


eye-catching costuming from the 


Then its Wood’s turn 
proves suave and 
with his round of stories in dial- 
ects and his impressions of fam- 
ous personages. He's strong on 
the satire, smooth with it all, and 


and he 


pitch. 

The Granada Dancers have been 
in the making several months. It 
broke out recently to the public 
with Cugat and the Steve Allen 
show, and now is having one of 
its first dates in a hotel-night club. 
Playing the Terrace Grill of the 
Muehlebach, with comic Peter 
Wood, troupe does 30 minutes of 


off with handsome applause. 


Raoul, noted Spanish dance team 
on their own for several years. 
Now they have surrounded them- 
selves with another threesome and 
have a group of handsome people, 
excellently costumed and expert 
on the Spanish dances. 

The list includes a classic An- 
dalusian flamenco with all five 
stomping away, a paso doble and 
the fantasy of a buli fight, a gypsy 
flamenco with Raoul and Angelillo 
almost battering out the floor, an 
18th century Spanish bolero with 
Estrellita leading the troupe, the 
|La Jota from Aragon, the Vene- 
|zuelan joropo featuring maracas 
on the shoes, “It’s the Same” as a 
bit” of comic production, and a 
modern mambo to close. 








| knowhow are here, the dances are 

jauthentic and rhythm catching, 

| and the entire presentation is color- 

‘ful and eye-filling. 

Margarita Sierra opens 198 29. 
uin. 








Unit Reviews 





Barnes-Carruthers 
Revue 
(AK-SAR-BEN, OMAHA) 

Omaha, Aug. 15. 

Curly, Byrd & Leroy, Konyot’s 
Chimpanzees, Dann Bros. (2), 
Odette de Paris, Nip Nelson, Ned 
Smith & June Sayer, Dorothy Hild, 
Dancers (19), Norman Walsh Orch 
(10); at Ak-Sar-Ben Field, Omaha, 
August 11-13, 58. 


Traditional season closer for Ak- 
Sar-Ben members is the Barnes & 
Carruthers “Cavalcade of Stars” 
(No, 2 unit) Revue, and this year 
the Chicago agency came up with 
a sparkling presentation for the 
22,000 families belongirg to the 
Omaha civic org. 

High spéts of the show came in 
the four production numbers, with 
the Dorothy Hild Dancers, 16 girls 
and three boys, displaying talent, 
looks and excellent costumes in 
é‘On With Show,” “Stepping High,” 
“Fandango de Espionole” and 
“Trolley Car.” Singers Ned Smith 
and June Sayer are okay in back- 
ground, but the Norman Walsh 
orch was sad. 

Individua! acts are very good, 
although the Curly, Byrd & Leroy 
comedy dancers had much more 
adult appeal than for the moppets. 
Konyot’s chimpanzees are a Grade- 
A offering, with a collie dog work- 
ing with the three chimps for un- 
usual sight. values. While chimps 
aren't as clever as several others 
seen here, the fine presentation 
marks this act up considerably. 

Dann Bros are good unicycle 
balancers and wind up on a low 
wire for a head-to-head stand while 
one lad is on the unicycle. Nip 
Nelson handles emcee chores ca- 
pably and does a long 18-minute 
stint with impresshes. Guy has 
clever takeoffs on Lucky Strike 
commercials, Hitchcock, Welk, 
Como and Spike Jones, but could 
Sfarpen his turn by dropping the 
his Ed Sullivan, Godfrey, Liberace 
and Presley bits that seem to be 
musts with all impressionists. 


Odette de Paris is yyder BGy ects, 
; rp. 





Moseow State Variety 
Theatre 
(KING’S, GLASGOW) 
Glasgow, Aug. 5. 

Focus on high standard of 
acro, musical and dance acts 
in the Soviet Union is_ spotlit 
in this unit layout, currently 
at this legit house before return- 
ing to Russia. Each act has vital- 
ity and confidence, plus an indivi- 
dual skill, and artistes exit to 
strong mitting from interested out- 
fronters. 

Openers are Valentina Skvort- 
sova & Nikolai Sirai, with easy-on- 
the-eye acro routine that has lotsa 
poise. Another duo, Lydia Ustin- 
ova & Eugene Morozov, the former 
gaily garbed in blue, follow with 
unusual combo of dancing to their 
own accordion music; this is a 
spirited act in the Russian tradi- 
tion. 

Standout act is Fedor Savchenko, 
blond juggler of a high order, as- 
sisted by his partner Claudia. He 
instantly commands attention with 
an act of exceptional high stand- 
ard worthy of pronto attention by 
bookers (See in New Acts). It wins 
solid palming. 

Musical oldies, such as “Smoke 
Gets In Your Eyes,” are brightly 
dispensed by an instrumental quar- 
tet, consisting of Vyacheslav Se- 
monov on accordion, Nikolai Na- 
zaryuk on clarinet, Nikolai Istratov 
on double bass, and Vassili Riskov 
on guitar. 

Next to Savchenko in command- 


Sofia Mey & Igor Divov, assisted 
by Natalie Stepanova and Natalia 
Tyuleneva. 
have many subtle shades of ex- 


and action of smoking a cigaret. 


solos for worthwhile reaction, and 
Loretta Ovnanyan registers with 
gay Armenian folk dance. A fem- 


skaya, is a novelty, aided by her 
“pupil,” Konstantin Zaitsev. Rus- 
sian songalog is by Lyudmila Isay- 
eva, attractive distaffer, who wins 





strong local reaction with the Scot 
ball “Loch Lomond,” ‘sung in 
excellént English. Gord 


with Kay Houston; $1-$1.50 cover. | 


gagements at the Terrace Grill of | 


the Muehlebach, coupled with 
funny man Peter Wood in his 
first date in town. 

Hour-long show gets a heavy 


flavoring of Spanish dances and | 
dancers for the first 30 minutes. | 


sophisticated | 


lifts customer interest to a high | 


pression, even to smiles, grimaces | 


Natalia Tyuleneva offers piano} 


me magician, Veronica Malinov- | 


Cabaret 
Conecertheatre, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Jean Arnold, Margarita & Ciark 
Allen, Don Sheffey; $1.50 cover. 


Working with its combination 
night club-concert hall blueprint, 
Cabaret Concertheatre has laid out 
an offbeat show that’s on-beat all 
the way, the kind of unique enter- 
|tainment that can be digested by 
|more than the avant garde. 

Jean Arnold, back from New 
York for her first local appearance 


in five years, stars in the packave, 
and there's ample proof here that 
she’s a proficient comedienne wiih 





a touch that ranges above subtlety | 
and punch and grabs hold of each | 


|in a most engaging way. Miss Arn- 
old, who has a strong, pleasant 
|voice and appropriate personality 
for this sort of thing, also scores 
heavily with the more sentimental 
and dramatic lyrics, picking a 
quartet of selections from “Three- 
penny Opera,” a show she did for 
two years while in N.Y. Tops in 


' her 35 minutes of-song are a doped- | 


up version of “Minnie the Mooch- 
jer” and a clever exercise taken 
|from her latest show, “Take Five,” 
|which describes suburban sex. Pi- 
anist Don Sheffey is fine in back- 
jing up her quick-paced act. 

Openers are Margarita & Clark 


|who take the trouble to explain 


Basis the troupe is Estrellita & | What they're doing during their | 


|30-minute stint. Education has 
{not always been at home in a nit- 
lery, but it’s a pleasure here. 
|Romping through medieval folk- 
| songs, Mexican song stories and 
| flamenco, the team divides its work 
;with the male member flicking 
jthe Spanish guitar and singing, 
| while she clicks her castanets and 
|heels with remarkable timing. 
| Skilled technique is evident. So 
lis the humor: “Latins always are 
| dying of love, but they never quite 
|make it. It’s sogt of a death wish 
with a safety catch.” 

Show is in for four weeks with 
| options, and if opening night en- 
| thusiasm carries over, even in part, 
the options looks to be picked up. 
| Ron, 
| 


The earmarks of hard work and | 


Diamond B’ch, Wildw’d 

Wildwood, N.J., Aug. 14. 
| Jonathan Winters, Millie Vernon, 
Poodle Symphony, Sally & Joe No- 
| vell, Ann Henry, Daisy Mae & Her 
Hepcats (5); Three Cleffs, Charlie 
| Spivak Orch (10); no cover or 
| minimum, $1 admission. 


| Surprise hit of the season here 
is Jonathan Winters who is at- 
| tracting capacity and near-capacity 
|crowds to Wildwood’s 3,000-seat 
|Diamond Beach club. The only 
|other star to garner “ropes-up” 
|crowds here this season was Mar- 
|}tha Raye. 

| Winters, however, gives more 
sparingly of his talents than any 
other headliner to appear here. 
With his almost trademarked 
|}sound imitations, Winters forgets 





|all about old jokes and breezes his | 


| bombastic way through tv west- 
erns, service station and baseball 
pitcher woes. 
| A sexy songstress named Millie 
Vernon uses her powerful pipes 
and spirited dancing to warm up 
the audience. A cute redhead, she 
|shows flashes of comedy ability 
and might profitably add a few 
more such touches to her act. 

She offers impressions of Jo 
| Stafford, Billie Holiday and Judy 
Garland. Her songathon includes 
| “Imagination,” “It’s A Sin To Tell 
|A Lie,” “I've Got You Under My 
Skin,” “St. James Infirmary,” and 
“Someone To Watch Over Me.” 

Sally & Joe Novell offer the best 
| novelty act of the season with their 
|/Poodle Symphony. Black and 
|white French poodles along with 
| pink - and - blue dyed minature 
| French poodles form the basis for 
a socko novelty turn. They 
| everything from rock’n’ roll dance 
| steps to tooting om a harmonica. A 
lrefreshing, excellently trained 
turn. 

Singer Ann Henry, house singer 
for the summer, makes the most 
lof big stage terp space and the 


| big plaudits. 
| Vivacious Daisy Mae and her 


Barclay Hotel, Toronto | fortnight visit. Firstnight overflow 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 


Del Rau, Wally Dean, Craig 
|Daye Dancers (5), Bob Carter, 
| Jimmie Amaro Orch (8); $1.25 


cover, 





For 


Siecel has whipped together a 


diversified layout with balance and | 


| pace that is okay on entertainment. 


For a shot-in-the-arm at his Indigo | 


Room proceedings, Siegel has as- 
sembled Del Ray, the 
Waliy Dean, teller of tall tales; a 
tryout here 
Dancers; with Bob Carter on tor 
his own tenor stint of singing, plus 


Carier’s emceeing of the bill. All| 


acis ave excellent on customer 
reponse. 
In top hat, tails, and white 


gloves, Del Ray is expert in pan- 
tomimic style on a sight-act with 
his produced cigarets; his palming, 
card manipulations; the disappear- 
ing and transferred appearances of 
caged canaries; his tricks with 
white doves and colored scarves. 
Outstanding is Del Ray’s bit with 
his baby panda. This is an hilar - 
ous finish, though it's done by elec- 
tronics. Whole is a slick and puzz- 
|ling act to the audience. 


| Wally Dean is also tops en story- | 


| telling, plus his 
drunken wife 
}iimaginary bartender about 
;errant husband; with Dean later 


a nearly hour-long show and comes | Allen, Spanish dance exponents | @¢ing the soused spouse in another 


;monolog. Dean is a funny jokester. 
Interspersed throughout, plus 
their opening as temple girls of 
| Shangri-la, are The Craig Daye 
|Dancers, complete in Oriental 
|costumes and bearing fire-torches 
| for a symbolic opening before a 
‘lighting, this is a fine flaming 
|eftect. Girls are also graceful in 
| their waltz impressions, this time 
|in variegated evening gowns, tiaras 
|}and mink muffs; with Bob Carter 
|singing his “Falling in Love” and 
“Lover, Keep on Dancing.” 
McStay. 


Beverly Hills, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Aug. 15. 
Ted Lewis, Beverly Marshall, Ed- 
|die Chester, Cathy Basic, Eddie 
| Lawrence & Connie, Lindsay-Sap- 
phire Dancers (9), Bill Raymond, 
|Gardner Benedict Orch 


a 58-minute floor show, Al! 


magic’an; | 


typifies the ever agile master min- 
strel’s popularity with Greater 
Cincy nightclubbers. 

Except for Cathy Basic, soprano, 
Lewis is supported by different tal- 
ent than on his date here last Octo- 
ber. Featured newcomer is Beverly 
Marshall, captivating comedienne. 
She highlights the 65-minute pro- 
ceedings with record panto bits of 
“Cocktails for Two,” “Old Philos- 
opher,” “St. George andthe 
Dragon” and “Dragonet.” 

Back afier 25 years is Eddie 
Chester, who was the original 


of the Craig Daye| Lewis shadow of his “Me and My 


| Shadow” song and dance classic. 
Diminutive Chester doubles with 
Lewis on surefire “Call of the 


South” and “Who's Sorry Now” 


| routines and takes over briefly on 


his own before the rousing ensem- 
ble finale. 
Lewis carries on as vigorously 


and pleasingly as ever, singing, 
| talking, clowning, dancing and 
|} scoring with clarinet on “Tiger 


| Rag,” the tune he recorded in 1917. 


| big 
| Lewis 


He teams with Miss Basic on a cute 
“I’m a Lover” specialty. She solos 
“Could Have Danced All Night” to 
returns. Rounding out the 
package are Eddie Law- 
rence & Connie, young and smart 
tap and softshoe artists. 
Supplementing the Lewis troupe 


impression of a@/ are the Lindsay-Sapphire Dancers 
soliloquizing with an | and the location orchestra, joined 
an} by a Lewis pianist. 


Koll. 


| Harrah's, Lake Tahoe 











| 
} 


| 
| 


{10),|chows talent in terping dept. 


Lake Tahoe, Aug. 15. 
Mickey Rooney with Joey For- 
man, Lois Ray, Del Courtney Orch 
(10); $2 minimum. 





Mickey Rooney, always the show- 


g:unt figure of Buddha. On strobe | man, clicks through a 37-minute 


turn of fast and varied comic bits 
that keeps patrons all the way with 
him from opener. Working like 
a longtime team, Rooney adds 
Joey Forman to his bill as a per- 
fect foil. Two show near-perfect 
timing, and auditors give. un- 
reserved endorsement. 

The presentation of the “Annual 
Lake Tahoe Awards” is tops. For- 
man as a waiter and Rooney as a 
chef rates heavy. Take-off on 
“River Kwai” nip and candid cam- 
era bit scored solid with South 
Shore Room set. 

Adding femme touch is Lois Ray, 
whe is not only a real looker, = 
n 


| Jimmy Wilber Trio, Larry Vincent, | beautiful red costuming, Miss Ray 


| $3 minimum, $4 Saturday. 





at time uses props to assist. Ma- 
rionette in one sequence, dressed 


| Ted Lewis, record holder for en-| identical, deftly matches terpin 
Mannequin coul 
Long. 


gagements at Swank Beverly Hills, 


uncorks a sparkling revue for this 'fill a stronger spot. 


step for step. 











Oldsmobile Show 
(BROADWAY THEATRE, N.Y.) 


Oldsmobile presentation of “Good 
| News” with Bill Hayes, Florence Hen- 
| derson, Frank Fontaine, Patricia Marand, 
Lee Cass, Jim Hutchison, Wisa D’Orso, 
Hugh Lambert, Betty Rhodes; choreog- 
raphy, staging, Carol Haney; music direc- 
tion, Sherman Frank; sets, Donaid Oecen- 
slager; costumes, Alvin Colt; lighting, 
Klaus Holm; special songs, Luther Hen- 
Bill Hayes; executive producer, 


derson, 


Industrial Show Review 





| It’s a show of the most functional 
kind and a difficult asignment. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


he “Good News” book shows 
its age of course, and some of the 
business is reminiscent of the 
flapper and racoon coat era. How- 
ever, the melodies still retain the 
bounce even under the changed 
circumstances, 


In this instance, the football 


Frank Egan. Based on the amations play by player has flunked a course in 


Laurence Schwab & B. . 
music and lyrics by De Sylva, 
son & Brown. 


Sylva; 
Hender- 





| 


salesmanship, ard this condition 
must be made up before he can 
play.in the big game. Bill Hayes is 


Now that the battlelines have | the grid great and Florence Hen- 


derson is the cranial coed. She 


been drawn for one of the toughest | teaches him salesmanship among 
selling jobs in history—the fight | other things, and the sales speils 
for supremacy of auto sales—vir-| seem to have a touch of cynicism, 
‘tually every strategem in the book | which somehow gives them more 


|is being dusted off for active duty 
|in this war. A major weapon, one 
| utilized by the entire General Mo- 
| tors automotive family, has been 
the touring shows to educate the 
| dealers on the new selling points. 


In 
| picked up a new first—the utiliza- 
| tion of an existing musical comedy. 
| Although out of print for many 
| ycars, “Good News” still has the 
llively De Sylva, Brown & Hex !er- 
| son. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
! 


force. 

Probably the best scene in the 
show is the rhythmic sales talk by 
Hayes which gets the sales force 
at a fever pitch, and then the hero 
of the show—the new Olds—is 
presented, and the place goes into 


this field, Oldsmobile has a virtual bedlam. 


There are good performances by 
Hayes and Miss Henderson, who 
are special pets of the Okis sales 
force who have appeared in all 
their video shows as the charm jobs 


Score and the traces of the | on the salesforce. They are per- 


|Lauarence Schwab-De Sylva book | sonable, appear at ease and seem 


can be seen through the sales talks. 
It’s lively and entertaining even 
| with the commercials. 

| The new 1959 Olds (the ginger- 
bread on the side has been elimi- 


pleased to help put the new car 
over the top. Frank Fontaine does 
a pro job on the comedy as the 
football coach, and Lee Cass does 
well as the understanding profes- 


nated) has, according to the pros-, sor who passes Hayes. The support 


ing attention is the puppet act of | Spivak orch backing, to beg off to pectus, 188 changes. A dealer would | by Patricia Marand, Jim Hutchin- 


| have a rough time learning about son, Wisa D’Orso, Hugh Lambert, 


|'these new items. However, the 


and Betty Rhodes contributes to 


Their doll characters | Hepcats offers songs with spice | salesman and dealers assembled at the commercial success of the 


{and rock 'n’ roll to round out a/| the Broadway Theatre, N.Y., where | evening. 


jell almost perfectly. Math. 





Alma Cogan to So. Africa 

Morecambe, Eng., Aug. 12. 
Alma Cogan, topping in a holi- 
day show here, will play dates in 
South African niteries in October. 


Sept. 26 for dates at the Bal Taba- 
rin and Latin Quarter. She opens 
her two-weeks’ stint 


s ct, 1, with 
her’ oWh" pianfet; Start Poster, nied 





show in which all the ingredients the show preemed, were given a| 


The D. P. Brother Agency has 


| pretty thorough indoctrination 0n| gone well with the show. The 
the key points. They were presented | have mounted it handsomely wit 
rhythmically, forcefully and enter-| Donald Oenslager sets; the chore- 


| tainingly. Key words were subtly | ography and 


staging by Carol 


provided in the songs and scenes, | Haney eliminated the oldtimey as- 
}and the points that would meet} pects of the book, and the Alvin 


lresistance were knocked down, 


| 


Colt costumes provided a sugges- 


| through straw men perhaps, but at | tion of the '20s, but had the modern 


done. 


Singer planes to Johannesburg | least they showed how it could be | touch. Sherman Frank handled the 


crehestra flawlessly. Max Hodge 


The production of an industrial | did the book revisions and Luther 


Nonid Ade cd SER Due ta entertain? 


Penderso id a, special tyne 
rin’ thet Ohas features. y yee f9. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 20 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 


| 








NEW YO 
Music Hall 21 | 


Gaston Palmer 


tockettes 
Elieen O'Dare at. Paige Orc. 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Horrie Darcie 5 
Tivoli illy Baxter 
Najas 


Merry Macs 
Susanne & Escorts 
Max & Cherie 
Arniey & Gloria 
Terry Scanion 

M & S Davis 
Simone Monin 
Marge Glancy 
Kuban Cossack Co. 
Sally Richardson 
June Burke 
Norman Yemm 
Deidre Green 


SYONEY Williams & Shand 

Tivol & Stuchb'r’y 
Rolly Rolls ndit Juhasz 
Douglas & Priscilla | Frank Ward 

BRITAIN 

ASTON McAndrews & Mills 
- Hippedreme Carmel Gowan 
Denby & Grant Roy Castle 
Johnnie Hambley T & Prinr 
Besulah Condon Hal Reach 
Peter Raymond Reid 
Renee Dymott «I 
Gleria GLASGOW 
Lynette Nibor Ee 
Cleo Romaine Cennie Francis 
Kiifts Dennis Gros 
Keiwyns Dewie & Kane 
Nauebtigals Dallas Boys 

BRADFORD Taylor & Valerie 
Alhambra Gaby Grossetto 


Marty Wilde 
Nancy Whiskey 
Maureen Gabriel 


Hippodrome 
Frankie Vaughan 
Jimmy Wheeter 
Fayne & Evans 
Elizabeth Larner 
Fraser Hayes 4 
Ron Parry 
N & P Deirina 
Uge Frediani 
Murray Campbelt 
George Mitchell Co, 
George Carden Co. 

EDINBURGH 

Empire 
Dickie Valentine 





RK CITY 


Raphael & Model 
Corps de Ballet 


Alcettys 
Dorothy Costeilo 


Royal 
Larry Griswold 
dJehany kw 
Anny Berryer 

Med & Marlowe 
Winnetou & Squaw 
ayes & Faye 


Barbour & Biilie 


y 
Jehnny Stewart 
Mike Coyne 
Garth Me 
Ladringlos 
Mandy & Sandy 
Alain Diagora 

NEWCASTLE 

Empire 
Jackie Dennis 
A 
John Barry 7 
Liddell Triplets 
Larry Grayson 
Bela & Shan 


& Jayne 








Cabaret Bills | 


| Miguel 








NEW YORK CITY 


Chateau Madria 
Laureanne Lemay 
Marques & Alba 
Ralpa Font Ore 
Panchite Orc 


Candi Coriez 
Copacabana 
Jill Corey 


Gene Baylos 
Bev & Jack Palmer 
Joni Roth 
Ronnie Hall 
Dewnstairs Room 
Alice Ghostley 
Don Evans 
No. 1 Fifth Ave. 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Joan Bishop 
Hotei Roosevelt? 
Lenny Herman 


Bill Snyder Karen Thorsell 
Hotel Taft Mickey O’Maliey 
Vincent Lopey Ore | Bobby Meyers Ore 
Hotel St. Regis Village Vanguard 
Milt Shay Ore Morgana King 
Ray Bari Orc Sam i 
Latin Quarter Horace Silver 4 
Tina Robin Waldorf-Astoria 
Paul Gilbert Kiminez Vargas 
St. Leon Troupe Ballet Espan 
Gena Genarde Emil Coleman Orc 
Martha Errolle Geta Babai Ore 
CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Jack Carter 
Pat Morrisey 
Joe WParnelio 
Bive Ancel 
Osborne Smith 
Anita Del Rio 
Ame Astra 
Ann Saclton 
Dane Beaumont 
Lord Christo 
Bive Note 
Count Basie Ore 
Chet Paree 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 
Joey Adams 
Al Kelly 
Lou Monte 
Gee. Cook Orc. 
Chez Adorables (9 
Cloister inn i 


Queti Clavejo 

4o Lombard: Ore 
B Hariowe Orc 
International 


Emiie PFetti Ore 

Viennese Lantern 

Monica Boyar 

Nejla Iz 

Ernest Schoen Ore 

Paul Mann 
lage 


Luriean Hunter 


Louis Basil Ore 
Louis Prima— 
Keeley Smith 


Eva Pavlova 
Gillian Grey 
Bruce Yarnell 


Cee Davidson Ore. | Beachcombers with 
El Cortez Natalie 

Dubonnet Trio Sonny King 

n Baker Sends 
Three Al's Louls Armstrong 
El Rancho Vegas Marguerite Piazza 
Joe E. Lewis Texas Copa Girls 
Marilyn Maxwell Antonio Morelli Ore 
Candy Barr t 


wboa 
Shirley Scott 
Garr Nelson 


Barry Ashton Dners 
Dick Rice Orch 


Flamingo Showboat Girle 
Rite Bree. Vie Artese Ore 
ores awkins Silver slipper 
Don Kirk Hank Henry 
Flamingoettes Sally Rand 
dack Cathcart Ore | Barbary Coast Boys 
Dick Contino Sparky Kaye 
pm Fremont 4 Red Marshall 
~~ Danny Jacobs 
Mark Wayne 4 Annie Maloney 
nape Dereces man Ore 
m © Stardust 


Turk Murphy 

Ish Kabibble 

Fle Dreyer 

Carmen Le Fave 3 
Riviera 


Red Skelton 
An 


Lido De Paris 
“Ces’t Magnifique” 
Billy Daniels 
Happy Jesters 
Dianne Payne 


| this complaint: 


taurant here from using the same 
name. 


Politics make strange bedfel- 
lows! 

When Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Ezra Taft Benson celebrated 
his wedding anniversary, he found 
himself being visited by 75 visiting 
Mormons, and by a troupe of 35 
visiting Hawaiian dancers. 








Rep. Brooks Hays (D-Ark), not- 
ing the growing power of Ameri- | 
can women in business, recalled | 
the time a woman went into the 
office of a cemetery manager with | 
“TI can’t find my | 

I know he's 


husband’s_ grave. 

buried here.” 
“What is his name?” asked the 

manager. 
“Tiiomas Jackson,” she replied. | 
Referring to his card index, he 


| said, “We have no Thomas Jack- | 


| son. 


| 


| thing’s in my name.” 


We have an Elizabeth Jack- 
son.” 


“That's him,” she said. aes 








| stage exhibits as stage accompani- 


—__ 











House Reviews 


jout its friendship flag at the top 
«pg. | of the mast and keeps it there for 
sconne” with Eileen O’Dare, Gas- | the rest of the show. 
ristenn with . e M del Staging dispenses with tabs and 
ton Palmer, Raphael & ocet, instead uses lighting made-outs at 
Carol Wilder, Mary Hensley, John| the conclusion of each number, 
Alexander, Richard Ames, Rock | Decor is simple but effective with 
ettes (choreographed by Russell! filtered lights illuminating a large 
Markert), Corps de Ballet (di-| screen backstage to capture the 
rected by Margaret Sande), Music| mood with color. Show opens with 
Hall Symph directed by Reymond |the Belafonte quartet, comprising 
Paige; sets, James Stewart Mor-|two guitars, string bass and conga 








Musie Hall, N. Y. 
Leon Leonidoff production 


com: costumes, Frank Spencer;|drums, silhouetted against the 
lighting, Eugene Braun; special | screen. Belafonte appears in slacks 
lyrics, Albert Stillman; “The Re-|and open necked white shirt to 


go straight into a powerful render- 
ing of “Did You Hear About 
| Jerry?” The next 30-minutes are 
| devoted to several other American 
Negro songs. Belafonte breaks 
away from the serious vein during 
Debu-| this act to demonstrate how “When 
| the Saints Go Marching In” might 
ably an ardent Francophile as can — as aay — a. te 
be evidenced by this show, has belt e the . oad - a, u 
fabricated a colorful and fast lay- | tee th e ar the oo 
out that moves at a high rate of | States the warmth of the audience. 

The second act is the most pop- 


luctant Debutante” (MG), review- 
ed in Variety Aug. 6, ‘58. 

Radio City Music Hall has un- 
veiled one of its more dazzling | 


ment te “The Reluctant 
tante.” Leon Leonidoff, presum- 


m Mason Tropicane | 
Double Daters Cares Ch ing | 
Dorothy Dorben Neonan & Marshal! 

Dancers ine Dunn 
Shecky Greene George Tapps 
Billy Williams Lizanne Truex 

Mary Ellen 


Ray Sinatra Ore 
Sahare 

Betty Hutton 

Saharem Dancers 


D Williams Singer 





Nat Brandwynne 


e 
MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 
Americane Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jack sarry Fontainebdiesu 
Lee Martiv Ore Les Paul 
Maya Orc Mary Ford 
Ba!moral Johnny Conrad Ders 
Charlie Farrell Murray Schlamm 
Billy Mitchell Sacasas Orc 
Mickey Gentile Pupi Campe Ore 
Jose Curbelo Ore Lucerne 
Carillen Havana Mardi Gras 
Carmen Amaya Ce. | Diosa Costelle 
Dick Sterling Miles Velarde 
Jacques Donnet Ore | Don Casino 
Deauville Tonia Flor 
Los Churumbeles Tony & Francella 
Jose Fernandes Juan ero 
Mirivi Ruiz David Tyler Orc 
Mario Rey Murray Franklin's 


Joselito Cruz 


Murray Franklin 


Freddy Calo Ore Kay Carroll 
den Roc Dolores Leigh 
Al Martino Dick Havilland 
Geo. Hopkins George Karroll 
Soler & Sorca Snuffy Miller 
Ma! Malkin Ore Eddie Bernard 
HAVANA 
Caor! Riviera 


Sheila Reynolds 
Mitsucko & Roberte 
Herrero 
Somavilla Ore 
Caivet Ore 

Hilton 
Los Romeros 


Faxos 
4. Moreno Ore 
Fajardo Orc 


Martha Perez 
Ramon Veloz 
Elena del Cueto 
Felix Guerrero Ore 
Casino Playa Orc. 
Sans Sovc: 
Teal Joy 
San Souci Follies 
Victor Alverez 
Miriam Barreras 


. La Serie Orc 
Nacional Ortega Orc 
Celeste Mendoza Tropicene 
Gina R i Ma Gonzalez 





Manolo Torrente “ 
Julio 


Manteca 
Dancing Waters 
W Reyes Ore 


Henry Boyer 
Blanquita Varela 
Daniel Riolobos 
Tropicana Ballet 
S Suarez Org 
Romeu Org 


SAN FRANCISCO 


440 Club 
Larry Winters 
Blackhawk 
Cal Tjader 
Easy Street 
Turk Murphy 
Fack’s 
Teddi King 
Joe Volino 
Chris Christ 
Tommy Conine 
Fairmont Hote! 
Tony Bennett 
E. Heckscher Ove 
Gay 90's 
Bee, Ray & Ray K. 
Gomar 
Joy Healy Dnecrs 6 





Ramsey Lewis Trio 
Conrad Hilton 
Glean & Coleen 
Menchassys 
Gate of Horn 
Gotowss Singers (4) | 
Eve Lil 


London House 
Jee Bushkin (4) 
Mister Ketly’s 
ng 
Jerie Remus 
Marty Rubinstein 3 
Marx & Frigo 
Paimer House 


Lenny Bruce ‘Ben Arden Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
Avant Garde Frances Faye 
Jeri Southern Jack Costanzo 
Page Cavanaugh 3 681 Club 
Dave Keichum Johnny Walsh 
Band Box Matt Dennis 
Billy Grays tnteriude 


Patti Moore 

Ben Lessy 

Leo Diamond 

Bert Gordon 

Bob Bailey's orc 
Ben G.ve's 

Ben Blue 

Buddy Lester 

Sammy Wolf 

Joan Kayne 

Dick Bernie 

Joy Lane 

Richard Cannen 

Phyllis Applegaie 

Ivan Lane Orc 
Coconut Grove 

Liberace & Co. 

Freddie Martin Ore 


Earl Grant 
ta 


The Noveli‘es 
George DeCarl Orc 


Hangover 
a7 Ses Hines 


c 
Muggsy Spanier 
Joe Sullivan 
Hungry | 

Irwin Corey 
Kingston 3 
K Paige 

Jazz Workshop 


Phyllis Diller 
Ronnie Schell 
Betty Wilson 

365 Club 
Ming & Ling 
Moro-Landis Decrs 





Wally Rose Orc Bill Weir Orc 
RENO 
Go'lden Gaylords 
Art Engler Chuck Leonard 
Sulmas Bros. fae em 
Harolds Club rare 
Twin Tunes M —— 
Page Cavanaugh —— & hoa en 
Phyllis Inez tag 
Esquires 
Harrah's Club Skylets 
Woodsons E Fitzpatrick “Ore. 
Denis & Rogers Riverside 
Kings IV McGuire Sis 
Red Coty Jackie Kahane 
Shari Long Starlets 
Holiday Bill Clifford Ore 
Nick Lucas Bob Braman 3 
LAKE TAHOE 
Cal-Neva Bachelors 
Geo. Gobel Id 


W. Osborne Ore. 

Deedy and Bill 

Gallions 

Don, Dick and Jim 
Harrah’s Club 

Mickey Rooney 

Jerry Colonna 








Dick Stabile Orc 
Siste Bros. 
Don Rickles 


Dick Kallman 
Statier Hotel 

The Wilder Bros. 

Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Ye Little Club 





Crescendo Nino Temvo 
Mort Sahil Christine Callas 
LAS VEGAS 
Desert tnn Dunes 
Anna Maria Alber. | “Life Begins At 
ghetti sky's * 
Johnny O’Brien Pinky Lee 
Art Johnson Gautier’s Stceple 
Donn Arden Dace: chase 
Cariton, Mayes Ore ? Martine Verges 


ing debcte 


Del Courtney Orc 
Nevada Lodge 

Carl Ravarza 

Victor Vincent 

Frank Moore Four 
Wagon Wheel 

Freddie Bell 





Knockabouts 





Capital Circuit 


Continued from page 2 


New York stations, provokes @ rag- | 
among his 


Half of them want him to stick 


closes. 


on his programs. 





Khayyam of San 


| world-famed restaurant is 


Joyce Collins Trio| to a bowtie, his original trademark 
when he first came to Congress, | 
a sizeable mail on the subject dis- 
The rest prefer the four- 
in-hand which he sometimes wears 





Are “a loft of bread, a jug of 
wine, and thou” confined to Omar 
That | 


Francisco? 
in the 


| District of Columbia Court seeking 


to. bag. the Omar, Khayyam res-! 


viewers. | 


| Modugno 


Centinued from page 2 








*| past Friday (15) reached him. Lee | 


Zeiger, Casine Royal operator, 
|filed suit rather than face dark 
| week and $6,000 loss. Zeiger re- 
|portedly softened blow by adding 
jexpenses te agreed $4,500 for 
| week's stint. 

MCA’s Larry Gengo said Ed Sul- 
\livan has made offer for three 


| shows in addition to skedded Sept. 





| 14 appearance. Other nitery book- | 





momentum, 


| the theme. Gaston Palmer, a jug- 
|gling import; Raphael & Model 
|who create some stylish millinery 
| Out of sundry objects, and Eileen 


speed and gathers a good applause | ular, with Belafonte, this time ina 


a red shirt, singing some of the 


For the Gallic goings-on, there | numbers that clicked for him on 
|are appropriate acts to carry ovt | disks. 


He opens with a ditty 


| entitled “Where Did The Naughty 


| and 


Flea Go,” which is good for laughs, 
oes on to render “Mary's Boy 


Child,” “Island In The Sun,” 


|O’Dare who may not be French, |«j a maica Farewell,” and a number 


but her can-can style terp falls in | 


| 
; the Gallic groove. 


|}small talk to accompany his jug- 
gling. He deliberately misses 


j}ings for Modugno are Sept. 12, | tricks for the comedic values and 
| Elegante, New York; Twin | provides a strong segment of the 
| Couches, Pittsburgh, Oct. 3; Town | show. Raphael, recently at the ill- 
Casino, Buffalo; Blinstrub’s, Bos-| fated Cafe de Paris, is also effec- 
ton; and Latin Casino, Philadel. | tive in + show. a — rap 

ss F ; ,| idly and entertainingly and alse 
| pie. Hie te step Detae tapped by makes his mark. Miss O’Dare 


| Dinah Shore and Perry Como for 
their television shoWs. 





Battle of Names 


Continued from page 1 











starting to pressure now for dates 


The Latin Quarter has already tied | 


up a couple of names (see separate 
story) and the hotels are now look- 
ing into the name situation quite 
seriously. 

For a time it was believed that the 
| hotels would 
| name wars entirely, taking the cue 
| from the disaster of last year, when 
|the cold weather killed off the 
| bulk of the season. They reasoned 
| that there’s no insurance from this 

kind of disaster and it could con- 
|ceivably happen again. However, 


the Diplomat’s move has forced the | 


| with her terp and acrobatic work. | 
is particularly 


like te escape the | 


|similarly gives an upbeat tone to 
| the session 
regular routine to fall in with the 
| Frenchy atmosphere, but gathers a 
{lot of applause with her acro work. 


| Miss O’Dare, a frequent visitor to | 


this house, fills the requirements 


The production 


| of comedy numbers. He takes time 


‘out for some banter in a pretty 
| Palmer has a fetching line of | lifelike cockney accent, which is 


| languages. 


|}works through an Israeli 


} 
| 


She has modified her | 


effective. The Rockettes, as Les | 
Girls, are introed as the group 
which won international dance 


honors in Paris and proceed to give | 


good reasons why. The Russell 
Markert routine is colorful and 
applause-provoking, and costuming 
accentuates the visual values in 
this solid phalanx of cheese cake. 

The Corps de Ballet, choreo- 
graphed by Margaret Sande, also 
has a tasty routine. There's a flow- 
ing pace to this session and 
pleasant relaxing mood to 
number. The electric lights hook- 
up concealed the coryphees’ skirts, 


rest of the innkeepers to move | however, seem out of character 
rapidly, and the name wars are | With the number. 
: " nono de For the ballet segment, the 


| expected to start momentarily. 








| | New Acts 


TRONDA’S (2) 
Chimpanzees 
27 Niins. 
Gatineau, Ottawa 

Apparently there are limitations 
on what a chimp can do but not on 
how well. The anthropoid duo 
trained and staged by the Tronda’s, 
male and femme out of Germany, 

















|a handful of gimmicks are inter- 
| spersed to set the stint on a higher 
;plane than some other similar 
| stanzas. From their antics, the ani- 
| mals give the impression they have 
a serse of humor, particularly the 
; smaller male chimp, and appear to 
| be having a ball throughout. Cus- 

tomers latch on to this happy at- 
| mosphere and, with clicko training 
!and routining added, the session 


| collects big returns. 


Tronda’s chimps have appeared 


}in pictures and on television and 
|the act is solid for niteries and 


stage. Gorm. 


| 
| 
| ODETTE DE PARIS 


scenic background is by Dancing 
Waters, the fountain display which 
is making its fifth appearance here 
in an equal number of years. The 
play of lights and water and music 
| give this component of the show 


to the generally excellent ballet 
piece, it’s an entertainment extra 
that’s highly appreciated. 

| There's an operatic sequence in 
| which the quartet from “Rigoletto” 
|is given strongly by Carol Wilder, 
| Mary Hensley, John Alexander and 
| Richard Ames. The symph, helmed 
by Raymond Paige with harpist 





|ble arrangement of 


| “Faust.” Jose. 


Gaumont State, London | 


London, August 11. 
Harry Belafonte with Millard 
Thomas, Vic Messer, Daniel Bar- 
rajanos, Norman Keenan, Gau- 
mont State Orch; $3.50 top. 





The Rank Organization is work- 
ing hard to build a reputation for 
this large nabe picture theatre as 
a live show spot. The venue is 
slightly off the beaten track, but 
with a name such as Harry Bela- 
fonte there is ample incentive to 


mark the short journey from 
| Doves town. 
11 Mins. Belafonte’s 100-minute stint 


| Ak-Sar-Ben, Omaha 

A pretty girl with an unusual 
act, Odette de Paris should have 
a bright show biz future. Her 
presentation concerns about a doz- 
en of different-colored doves who 
|walk wires, carry flags, ride car- 
|rousels and go-carts, etc. Finale 
has one large bird, dubbed “The 
Sultan,” who propels a large globe 
|down and up a spiral wire. 

Gal herself is a striking brunet 
with plenty of French charm. She 
|always has a big smile and busses 
the birds when they do their 
duties. A good bet for the big tv 
novelty shows as well as outdoors. 

Trump. 


proves to be slick, but at the same 
time, has its roots in simplicity. 
The show is split inte three acts— 
the first encompasses the moods 
of the American Negro; the second, 
songs of the Caribbean; and the 
third, music of many nations. The 
singer, in fact, has something to 
please all tastes, and uses his per- 
| sonal attributes of charm, good 
| looks, and not least, his fine artistic 
| ability, to score big. 

His initial appearance om stage 
does, however, leave the audience 
jin doubt as to his personality. It 
j is something like 15-minutes be- 
ne the. singer smiles, but at the 
first flash of teeth the crowd puts 





a grandeur all its own and added | 


| 


| 


a 
this | 


| 


| 


a popular entry. 

Finally, with songs from around 
the world, he demonstrates his 
| versatility by singing in several 
He begins with a me- 
|lodic French Partisan song, and 
| Hora, 
Irish standard, and a few more 
different parts before getting the 
audience to join in on “Matilda.” 

Throughout the show, he is ex- 
cellently backed by his quartet, 
which on occasions lends its voices 
for effert. Bary. 


Alhambra, Glasgow 
Glasgow, Aug. 13. 
Stewart Cruikshank's “Five- 
Past Eight,” with Stanley Baxter, 
Kevin Scott, Rikki Fulton, Fay 
Lenore, Alma Michaels’ Excess 
Baggage, Jack Kodell, Ross Taylor 
Dancers (10), with Irene Claire, 
Keith Little, Peter Johnston; 
George Mitche! Singers (8), Ger- 
aldo Orch under Danny Walters. 
Staged by Dick Hurran; choreo- 
graphy, Ross Taylor. 





Three new acts (one a replace- 
ment) hypo interest in this already 
successful layout, ensuring its con- 
tinued near-capacity run at the 
plushy Howard & Wyndham house 
where recent Royal Variety Per- 
formance was held. Kevin Scott, 
U.S. singer, has been added te 
replace singer David Hughes, and 
overcomes first-night nerves te 
receive warm welcome from out- 
fronters. 

Scott is launched into this lavish 
show with opening gags from co- 
medians Stanley Baxter and Rikki 
Fulton about his American lingo, 
transpires he can speak as guid 
Scotch as either of the duo. Later, 


the is garbed in kilt for a “Music 
}of Scotland” first-half finale, and 
mney later in “When You Walk 


Through A Storm” and other tunes, 


go through w.k. chimp routines but | Ann Sacchi soloing, does a credita-| backed by the George Mitchell 
tune from Singers. 


Scott has modest but 
| pleasing personality, and his shy 
| approach pleases customers. 

Standout item is by Alma 
Michaels and her excess baggage 
pooch act, which brings heavy mit- 
ting. Colorful presentation plus 
slickness of the canine performers 
garner heaviest palming seen ina 
this house for many months. 

Third new act in layout is Chi- 
cago’s bird magician Jack Kodell, 
who performs slickly with his dis- 
appearing love-birds in a “Tropi- 
cana” set, and exits to good palm- 
ing; act, however, comes late in 
layout, and is of the quiet type 
that would fit better into earlier 
segment, 

The two leading comedians, 
Stanley Baxter and Rikki Fulton, 
maintain busy pace of fun-makin 
the former scoring with a Yu 
Brynner travesty. Fulton works 
well with his femme Ethel Scott 
in a comedy mime item. Ross Tay- 
lor Dancers are stylish hoofers, 
and there is good principal dancing 
work from Irene Claire, Keith 
Little and Peter Johnston. Fay 
Lenore, chestnut-haired soubrette, 
is an asset. 

The Ross Taylor choreography 
and Dick Hurran megging maintain 
high quality associated with this 
coin-happy layout, which continues 
to put other local shows to shame. 
Danny Walters batons the Geralde 
orch. Gord. 
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Philly Booms With 


Fall Bookings, 


Subscription Rise, Theatre Parties 


Philadelphia. Aug. 19. 
Philade!phia, already the top try- 
out town in the country, is continu- 
ing to expand as a legit center. 
That’s evident in the rapidly grow- 
ing list of Theatre Guild-American 
Theatre Society subscribers, and 


the increase of theatre party trade | 


there. - 
It’s figured that by next season 
the local playing time for TG-ATS 
shows will be hiked from two to 
three weeks. The subscription tally 
is now about 12,500, a jump of 
around 1,000 over last season when 


a total of 40 shows racked up a | 
record $2,384,800 gross during 92 | 


playing weeks. 

At its present rate of increase, 
the subscription list may get back 
to the 14,000 high hit in the 1954 
55 season when “South Pacific” 
was included in a six-play series. 


The number of shows offered in | 


recent years has been 10. 

Indications are that the volume 
of plays getting local bookings is 
also increasing. In line with that, 
31 tryouts and touring entries have 
already been slated for the town’s 
five theatres this season. That, in- 
cidentally, is also the first semester 
in which the booking situation here 
involves a ‘(hree-way competitive 
battle. 

Vying for product are William 
Goldman, Sam Schwartz and the 
Shuberts. Schwartz represents a 
Minneapolis syndicate. The situa- 
tion stems from the consent decree 
requiring the Shuberts to sell two 
of their four Philly theatres. One, 
the Locust, was picked up by Gold- 
man, while the other, the Shubert, 
was acquired by the Minneapolis 
group. j 

Goldman, who operatés a string 
of film houses, also runs the Erlan- 
ger here, which normally books 
musicals but which has several 
straight plays on tap for next sea- 
son. The same situation exists at 
the Forrest where the bookings are 
divided between tuners and straight 
plays. 

Goldman, whe previously refur- 

(Continued on page 76) 


Olney Wins Actors And 
Influences Its Audiences — 
With ‘Package’ 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

The way to a man’s heart may | 
be through his stomach, but for an 
actor it may be by providing him | 
with a part he’s always yearned to | 
play. 

“If that doesn’t work, we put a! 
priest after him,” chuckles Arch | 
Lustberg, of the Catholic Univ. | 
summertime Olney Theatre. “Or | 
we tell him about our pastoral at- 





ye 
. 





Marie Wilson to Tour 
Strawhats in ‘Blondes’ 


Marie Wilson will tour the stock 
circuit in September in a package 
of “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 
The actress, who costarred in the 
tuner with Vaughn Monroe at the 
State Fair Music Hall, Dallas, last 
July, will head a unit slated to be 
sent out by Harry Rigby and Hugh 
Fordin. 

The musical is booked for a 
| Sept. 1 opening at the Cincinnati 
Summer Playhouse, then goes to 
the Miami Music Tent for two 
weeks beginning Sept. 16. Paul 
Godkin is doubling as director and 
choreographer of the production, 
with J. C. McCord as his assistant. 
The vocal and musical direction is 
being handled by Buster Davis. 








Hub Schedules 
Busy September 


Boston, Aug. q 

Boston legit is apparently due 
for a lively fall season. Five shows 
| are booked for the three local the- 
jatres during September. That's 
the biggest schedule in years. in- 
dications are that October will be 
even busier. Opening night cur- 
tains will be at 8 o'clock for the 
benefit of the critics. 

The fall influx starts Sept. 2 
with the arrival of “Howie” for a 
| two-week tryout at the Wilbur The 
other four September entries are 
also tryouts. They are “The World 
of Suzie Wong,” Sept. 11 at the 
| Shubert for 10 days; “A Touch of 
| the Poet,” Sept. 15, Colonial, two 
| weeks: “Drink to Me Only,” Sept. 


22, Wilbur, two weeks, and “Goldi- 





|locks,” Sept. 23, Shubert, 
| weeks. 
Alic MeCarthy,. who has man- 


aged various local theatres, will be 
house manager of the Shubert, suc- 
ceeding John Yorke. who has been 


| transferred by the Shuberts to the 
| Plymouth, N. Y. Mike Kavanagh 


will continue as manager of the 
Wilbur. 

Saul Kaplan, who manager the 
Colonial during its operation by 
the Shuberts, will be back after a 
Ive-year absence, during which 
Louis Cline had the spot. The the- 
atre is now operated by a Minneap- 
olis syndicate. Kaplan has recent- 
ly been treasurer of the Boston 
Theatre, a Cinerama house. 


In recent seasons Boston has lost | 


four other legit houses. The 
Plymouth, Majestic and Copley 


| switched to films, and the Opera 


tractions — the tree growing | House was demolished. 


through our roof, the bat in our | 
belfry.” } 

The “package” arguments has 
won four established Broadway 
players to appear in Olney’s five 
heey + this summer. They are 

Valter Abel, who'd always wanted 
to play Caesar in Shaw’s “Caesar 
and Cleopatra”; William Prince, 
who sought the Dylan Thomas nar- 
rator role in “Under Milk Wood” 
(12 actors wrote offering to play 
this part); Laurence Hugo for a 
featured part in “King of Hearts,” 
and Margaret Phillips, who will 
play in“ The Enchanted,” opening 
tonight (Tues.) for the final two 
week's of Olney’s 10-week summer 
schedule. 

“Players, Inc., the equity group 
organized and run by CU’s faculty, 
students, and alumni, and headed 
by manager-director William H. 
Graham, offers better-than-equity 
Salaries to name actors. “But we 
know they could get more else- 
where,” Lustberg admits. 

It’s a labor of love of the role, 
©r not being able to say no to Rev. 
Gilbert Hartke, director of CU's 
speech and dramatics department, 
and the inspiration for the four 

(Continued on page 76) 


Val Parnell to Stage 
Next Palladium Panto 








NO. JERSEY PLAYHOUSE 
SEEKS 206 NEW COIN 


The North Jersey Playhouse, 
which has been operating the last 
15 months in Fort Lee, N.J., has 
launched a $20,000 stock sale. Ac- 
cording to a letter sent out by 
Robert Ludlum, president of the 
year-around stock operation, the 
new coin is to “relieve the pressure 
of initial under-capitalization.” 

Additional capital, Ludlum as- 
serts, is needed to improve the 
theatre itself and for a heavier 
promotion budget for current and 
future offerings. The voting and 
dividend-participating shares, $30 
each, are being sold in blocks of at 
least 10. 


Seek $300,000 Bankroll 
For Til Call You’ Tuner 


A $300,000 budget has been set 
for the projected Broadway pro- 
duction of “I'll Cail You,” the 
musical version of Francis Swann’s 
play, “Out of the Frying Pan,” 
which had a _  104-performance 
Broadway run in 1940-41. The book 
for the tuner was adapted by 
Swann and Tad Danielewski, with 





Albert Moritz providing the music 
and lyrics. 

The musical is scheduled for pro- 
duction by Lyn Swann and Sterling 


London, Aug. 19. 
Val Parnell is to stage “Sleeping 
Beauty” as this year’s Palladium 
pantonsime, Casting for the show 


Very Cozy 
The off-Broadway produc- 
tion of “Ulysses in Nighttown” 
is becoming a domestic proj- 


ect. 

Two actress wives have 
joined their husbands in the 
cast since its opening last 


June 5 at the Rooftop Theatre, 
N.Y. They're Kate Harkin 
and Nancy Fields, respective 
spouses of Zero Mostel and 
Caroll O’Connor. 


Nix Plan For 
Cast Reports By 
Stage Managers 


Actors Equity has turned down a 
proposal for the use of a printed 
form to gover lateness and other 
breeches of backstage discipline. 
The request to the union council 
for such a form was made by the 
| Stage Managers’ Committee. It 
| was suggested that the forms be 














} 





Shubert Press List 


Uproar Swells, 


But N.Y. News’ McHarry Gets Back 





‘Switch,’ ‘Belt’ to Fold; 
Lean Year in London 
London, Aug. 19 

The announcement of two more 
scheduled show closings accents 
the melancholy tone of London 
legit this summer. The additional 
pair will bring the number of pro- 
duction folds to 18 since June 1. 

Due to shutter next Saturday 
(23) fs “Three Way Switch,” after 
seven-week run at the Aldwych 
Theatre. Benn Levy's “The Rape 
of the Belt,” will close Aug. 30 
after a 39-week run at the Picca- 
dilly. There have been 59 closings 
| thus far in 1958, and ef 40 London 
theatres, only eight have shows 
| that opened before the first of the 
| year. 


Millionaire’ Had 








| filled out by the stage managers on | 


| 


a weekly bag and forwarded to 
the Equity office. 

| One of the major objections to 
| the plan was that it could result in 
| Equity members spying on each 
|other. It was also pointed out by 
|some of the councillors that the 
| Membership Relations Committee 
| was available to handle the stage 
| managers’ complaints, and a reso- 
| Jution was passed that stage man- 
|agers and other Equity members 
| be notified of the committee’s func- 
tion. 

| The stage managers had ex- 
| plained that the proposed use of 
printed form would determine 
statistically the extent of the back- 
Stage problem and also to keep 
track of “unexcused” lateness. The 
feeling was also expressed that re- 
quests by the Stage Managers’ 
Committee were too often turned 
down by council and that, partic- | 
ularly in the case of musicals with | 


| 
} 
| 


| 


two |} h | deficit means that the 
ae Sh Saves Chee GS mines had actually earned back all but | 


How- | 


| infractions of the rules, it would be | 
| impossible to bring everyone up on | 
| charges. 


| | 
SEE JOHN LARDNER AS 
SUCCESSOR TO GIBBS 





John Lardner, television review- | 
er for the New Yorker, is expected | 
to succeed Wolcott Gibbs as the | 
magazine’s drama critic. Gibbs, 
legit reviewer since 1940, died last 
Saturday (16) at his summer home | 
in Ocean Beach, Fire Island, N. Y. | 

As of Variety's deadline yes-| 
terday (Tues.), no successor had | 
been named as drama critic. How- | 
ever, Lardner has filled in fre-| 
quently for Gibbs in the past and | 
several months ago it had been! 
rumored that Gibbs was bowing | 
out as critic and that Lardner was | 
slated to get the assignment. 

Incidentally, it’s also understood | 
that Gibbs had intended spreading 
his play coverage this season to 
off-Broadway, which he previously 
| bypassed. 


‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof’ 
As Theatre Burns Down 


Buffalo, Aug. 19. 

The Garden Center Theatre, at 
Vineland, Ont., was destroyed by 
fire last Tuesday (12), the same 
night that it opened a week's en- 
gagement of “Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof.” To accentuate the coin- 
cidence, the blaze started in the 
roof of the building. Damage was 
estimated at $100,000. 

John Prudhomme owned the 
strawhat and Nat Goodwin was 
producer. 


Slate ‘Sea is Boiling’ 
For B’way Double-Bill 


Fleanor Satdenberg and Jay 
Garcvr, who've optioned Simon 
Win verg’s two-character tele- 
vision play, “The Sea is Boiling 
Hot,” plan presenting it on Broad- 
way as the second half of a double- 








“The Conqueror,” Wincelberg’s 
adaptation of his own short story. 

“Sea,” which was presented last 
March on the Kraft tv series, has 


$25,858 Dette 
} 
$25,858 Dettcit 
“The Happiest Millionaire” end- 
ed its tour last May 17 with a $25.- 
| 838 deficit on iis $99,000 invest- 
|ment. The Howard Erskine-Jo- 
seph Hayes production, which put 
jin about 15 months on Broadway 
| and the road, took a beating on its 
| final seven weeks of operation, for 
la loss totaling $17,584. 
| Prior to that seven-week stretch, 
{the deficit on the Kyle Crichton- 
Cordelia Drexel Biddle comedy 
| had been reduced to $14,400. That, 
| Plus an additional $600, had actu- 
|had gone to the producers as an 
| advance against their 50° share 
'of any profits on the production. 
|The advance was based on 1'2% 
of the gross on payoff stanzas only 
On the same basis, the $25,838 
prodction 


$10,838 of its investment. 
ever, in order for the backers to 
break even on the venture, the full 
$25,838 has to be recouped. In- 
come from stock and amateur 
rights are expected to reduce the 
deficit, while there’s still a possi- 
bility of a film sale, which would 


probably put the show into the} 


pavoff bracket. 
The balance available for distri- 


bution as of a May 31 accounting | 


was $73,162. Of that, $72,000 has 
been returned to the backers. In- 
cidentally, the production's final 
seven weeks included an extra five- 
week run through the south. That 


was booked when the show's star | 
Walter Pidgeon, was able to post- | 


pone a commitment to make a pilot 
film. 

The presentation earned a profit 
on only one of the southern dates. 
That was on a week's stand at the 
Civic, New Orleans, where the 
comedy cleared $3,011 on a $21,882 


ally been earned back since $15,000 | 


* The Shuberts are apparently 
standing off most of the trade up- 
‘roar over their recent reduction 
of the first and second-night press 
lists for shows at the Broadway 
theatres. One barbed comment, 
however, brought immediate rein- 
statement for a drama reporter of 
the N. Y. Daily News. 


The reporter in the case is 
Charies McHarry, who in a piece 
appearing Monday (18) described 


a party he'd attended in Atlantic 
City over the weekend and con- 
cluded with a deadpan statement 
that some day he'd give a party 
“for the late J. J. Shubert.” 

The reference was to the sole 
survivor of the three Shubert 
brothers ‘the others were Sam §. 
and Lee), who heads the theatre 
firm and is figured to have or- 
dered the recent curtailment of the 
press lists, The same morning his 
column appeared, McHarry  re- 
vealed, he received a phone call 
}fron J. J. Shubert’s son, John Shu- 
bert, an executive of the firm. 

According to McHarry, Shubert 
|explained that his (McHarry’s) 
| name had been removed from the 
list through a clerical error, and 
| that he was restored, effective im- 
|mediately. McHarry ran a correc- 
| tion yesterday (Tues.), noting that 
|“J. J. is a hale 85 and very much 
j with us.” 
| The Shuberts had previously 
| launched the campaign against the 
| press by informing producers that 
| passes for hinterland critics, drama 
|editors and columnists may no 
|longer be issued for Shubert 
houses without John Shubert’s 
| written okay. 

That edict was followed up by 
the issuance to producers by the 
| new first and second night lists for 
| Broadway critics, columnists and 
} (Continued on page 76) 


Hassle Just a Fizzle 
When Protesting Actors 
Aren’t Equity Members 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
A hassle involving two French 
actresses and actor Sidney Black- 
mer, who operates the Hinsdale 
Summer Theatre here, was re- 
| solved last week with as little dif- 
ficulty as a Gilbert and Sullivan 


j 


plot. 
The turmoil arose when Black- 
mer cancelled Corinne Calvet’'s 


contract to do “Light Up the Sky” 
at his theatre, after learning that 
|she might not be available for re- 
hearsals. The actor-producer 
booked Denise Darcel as replace- 
ment, thereby incurring the wrath 
}of Miss Calvert, and co-star, Jeff 
Stone, and the William Morris of- 
| fice. 

| It appeared for a time that 
| Blackmer would have two stars on 
| hand for the opening last Monday 


gross. Incidentally, during the | (11), as Miss Calvert insisted it 
seven week period, office expense | W4S still her show. Leading man 


| was reduced 50% to $150 and au- | Stone actually did appear for the. 


thor, director and designer royal- opening, but Miss Calvert did not. 
ties were waived except for a $246 | Miss Darcel went on as announced, 
stager payment on the New Or-| With Studs Terkel as leading man. 
leans frame. | Meanwhile, the Chi office-of Ac- 

During the two weeks prior to ‘or’s Equity was boning up on the 


| the start of the southern hike, the | >@ckground of the dispute, antici- 


reduction dropped $8.536 in Phil-| Pating a filing of charges by Miss~' 
adelphia. * . Calvert against the management. 


SEE ATLANTA TUNERS |S” Sax stcirergna 
UNCERTAIN FOR 1959 


neither Miss Calvert nor Stone 
are cardholders in the legit union 

Atlanta, Aug. 19. 
Atlanta’s Municipal Theatre- 


the entire affair evaporated. 
Under-the-Stars, which ended its 


‘Robt. Pollock as Critic 
wih adel gard’ wf wout| For 6 Chi Nabe Papers 


$35,000, may not be resumed next Chicago, Aug. 19. 
year.@Still to be assessed is the Robert Pollock, former critie for 








public response to nightly pleas 
from the stage for financial assist- 
ance. 

Erie Mattson, managing director 
of the civic operation in the 5,000- 
seat Chastain Memorial Park Am- 
phitheatre, has told audience that 
this may be the final season. As he 
explained, although only three per- 


| the Chicago Times and later the 
| Sun-Times for nearly 15 years, be- 
comes a first-niter again this fall 
'as reviewer for six neighborhood 
|papers with a combined circula- 
tion of 255.800. For Pollock, his 
'new weekly music-drama column 
will be a labor of love, as he has 
been a Jocal partner in a New York 


bill. Slated as the curtainraiser is | 


formances were rained out during | stock exchange firm since his re- 

the first four weeks, weekly aver-|tirement six years ago frem the 

age attendance was enly 6,000, ap- | Sun-Times. 

parently due largely to threatening; The Sunday column will run in 

weather. | three northside gazettes of the 
The final show of the season was} Myers chain and three southside 

“Wish You Were Here,” with tele-| papers of the Sagan chain. Pollock 


as already begun. Noel, with Danielewski as director. 
Signed for the Christmas pro-| Ben Boyar is set as general man- 
duction thus far are Charlie|ager, Albert Johnson as set de- 


Drake, Bernard Bresslaw and Ed- 


signer and Zac Freedman as press- 





mund Hockridge. 


agent, 


been expanded and will be retitled 
“Kataki,” a World War II Japanese 
term meaning enemy. Jack del 








Bondio will be general manager. 





vision performer Betty Johnson 
making her outdoor musical debut 
as femme lead. 


leaves for Europe next week. His 
column will begin when he returns 
the first week of October. 
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__ ___ Shows Abroad 


The Unexpected Guest 
London, Aug. 13. 


Peter Saunders presentation of two-act 
(three scenes) melodrama by Agaiha 
Christie. Stars Nigel Stock, Renee Asher- 
son, Violet Farebrother. Staged by Hubert 


Gregg. Decor by Michael Weight. At 
Duchess Theatre, London, Aug. 12, ‘58; 
$2.35 top = 

Richard Warwick ........ Philip Newman 
Laura Warwick ........ Renee Asherson 
Michael Starkwedder.. . Nigel Stock 
Miss Bennett....... inifred Oughton 
Jan Warwick ...... Christopher Sandford 
Mrs. Warwick.......... Violet Farebrother 
Henry Angell ..........- Paul Curren 


Insp. Thomas wit - Michael Golden 
Set. Cadwallader... ...Tenniel Evans 
dulian Farrar ....-.cccssesss Roy Purcell 








With “The Unexpected Guest,” 
Agatha Christie is back in form 
with a whodunit which should com- 
pensate for the flop of her “Ver- 
dice” earlier in the summer. The 


new meller is loaded with implaus- | single set of a bar kitchen remains, | 


ibilities, but has enough suspense 
to hold interest and, in its intimate 
location, should stand up for a 
healthy and profitable run. 

Miss Christie is an adroit situa- 
tion juggler. She starts with the 
impression that the play is in the 
will-she-get-away-with-it bracket 
but, by presentiy it turns out to 
be a whodunit. There’s the inevi- 
table trail of suspects and, with 
considerable ingenuity, the play- 
wright has a surprise twist for the 
final curtain. ; 

Miss Christie is adept in creating 
mood. Before the curtain rises the 
entire theatre is plunged into tota! 
darkness and, afte: a lapse of a few 
seconds, the beam of a terch moves 
across the stage. Then gradually 
the lights go up and there’s a 
corpse in a wheelchair. Hiding be- 


hind the curtains is the dead man’s 


wife, revolver in hand, 

The French windows open and 
in walks a stranger—the unexpect- 
ed guest—who explains that he'd 
lost his way in the fog, his car had 
ended up in a ditch and he made 
for the house to seek aid. Surpris- 
ingly, he takes charge oi the situa- 
tion, helps the wife to provide an 
alibi and then realizes that he’s 
caught up in a domestic intrigue. 

There are suspects galore. 
There’s the wife who has con- 
fessed: there’s her lover seen at 
the house the night of the-murder 
but who omitted to mention his 
visit to the police; there’s an un- 
savory looking male nurse; the 
dead man’s mentally retarded half 


brother, who is encouraged to con- | 


fess: and the mother who knew her 
son’s failings. 

Miss Christie is well served by 
the actors, who help to sustain the 
suspense she has created. Nigel 
Stock, as the unexpected guest, and 
Renee Asherson, as the wife, carry 
most of the first scene with con- 
siderable confidence, Violet Fare- 
brother, somewhat subdued as the 
mother, makes a polished contribu- 
tion, and there is a standout cameo 
by Winifred Oughton as the fam- 
ily’s faithful retainer. 

Christopher Sandford plays the 
mentally retarded brotkér = skil- 
fully and the rest of the cast lend 
good suppport. Philip Newman, as 
the victim, spends the first scene 
slumped in an invalid chair. 


The play is astutely directed by | 


Hubert Gregg and, after a slowish 
start, develops mounting suspense. 
Michael Weight has designed a 
typical Christie set—a living room 
with French windows leading to a 
garden. yro. 


The Heart's a Wonder 
Dublin, Aug. 6. 


_Winifred Comstock presentation of 
three-act ballad opera by Nuala ind 
M-irin O'Farrell, based on J. M. Synge’s 
“The Playboy of the Western World.” 
Sters Joe Lynch, Una Collins. Staged by 
Denis Carey; settings, Michael MacLiam- 
moir; musical arrangements, Gerard Vic- 
tory. Gaiety Theatre, Dublin, Aug. 4, 58. 
Pegeen Mike ..............- Una Collins 






Shawn Keogh _........-. . Milo O’Shea 
Michael J. Flaherty....Jack Cunningham 
Jimmy Farrell ...scccoscssi Peter Dix 
Prey CS .nccdenweces Mick Eustace 
Christy Mahon .. .. Joe Lynch 


Widow Quin ad Ann O’Dwyer 


Sus on Brady .. .. Lelie Doolan 
Nelly eos «++». Cora Carolan 
Honor Blake .....ccees Rhona Woodcock 
Gara Tameee .csusitgsed Maureen Toal 
Old MaRem’ 65.0 007 vances Charlie Byrne 





When J. M. Synge’s “The Play- 
boy of the Western World” was 
first produced at the Abbey Thea- 
tre in Dublin, and later at the 
Maxine Elliott in New York, there 
were demonstrations against it as 
a slander. The Irish have grown 
less touchy since 1911, “The Play- 
boy” has become one of the Abbey 
classics and it has proved a natural 
as a basis for a ballad opera—de- 
scribed as a “musical version’”—in 
which the original story line is 
carefully preserved. 

The piece started out a year ago 
as a University Drama Group pre- 
Sentation, but was subsequently 
picked up by Winifred Comstock 
for professional staging. She has 
a winner for her first venture into 
production here and it looks a cer- 
tainty for New York and London 
later. Nuala and Mairin O'Farrell 
have tailored lyrics into Synge plot 
about the bold young man who 


came to a lonely West of Ireland 
village and set the hearts of the 
girls on fire. 

For the music they chose old 
| Irish airs which fits the pattern of 
| the piece. Some of the lyrics have 
|}odd rhymes, but do not seem too 
far off beam for what is a piece of 
and presentation. Denis Carey’s 
bey style direction of the original 
play. It heightens the comedy and 
jturns piece into a colorful inter- 
| pretation of Synge’s imaginative 
idea of the bragging stranger and 
| the maidens. 

Michael MacLiammoir’s scenery 
and costumes allow the direction 
considerable support through set- 
ting and costumes, and while the 





it is a well-contrived design to al- 


‘low movement and grouping with- 
jin and without the formal box of | 


‘the set. While retaining the men’s 
|costumes in the original pattern 
| of the play MacLiammoir has made 
ithe shawls and red petticoats of 
the girls a great deal lighter than 


} 


hon is played by Joe Lynch, a for- 
‘mer Abbeyite who was rated high 
|for his performance of the same 
|part in the original play. He has 
|a pleasant tenor voice and style 
{to carry the assignment without 
\forcing. The lead woman's role, 
|Pegeen Mike, has Una Collins, 
best-known here as a radio actress. 
| has real fire and brings admirable 
softness to the romantic passages. 

Ann O'Dwyer plays the Widow 
| Quin as an avaricious tart. There 
is nice comedy pMying on a sub- 
dued note from Milo O'Shea as 
|Pegeen Mike's husband-to-be, and 


| broader style from Jack Cunnings- | 


| ham and Charlie Byrne as the fath- 
lers of Pegeen and Christy respec- 
| tively. 

Piece runs a little too long and 
some pruning will need to be done 
|before moving out of Ireland, but 
|it is worth the trouble. Mac. 


| 


| A Change of Mind 


| Dublin, Aug. 5 

| Abbey Players presentation of three-act 
| comedy by John O’Donovan; staged by Ria 
| Mooney; decor, Thomas McCann. Stars 
T. FP. McKenna, Vincent Dowling. Aideen 
= At Abbey Theatre, Dublin, Aug 
4, °58. 

Lucas Barnaby ......... T. P. McKenna 
PE UU occcvecces< Eileen Crowe 
| Sally Barnaby ............. Aiden O’Kelly 
Harry Barnaby .........- Peter Lamb 
Margaret Byrne ......... Maire O'Donnell 
| Mrs. Jennie Wax . Brid Lynch 
| Tom Wax avs 
Fachtna McNamee .. 
Stanislaus Croker 





.. Frank Murnane 
. Patrick Layde 
. Michael Hennessy 





At ars 
My) ED 6 2.0:60s cedmewmae Michael O’Brien 
Me BE. BS sc ncaeeds .. Liam Foley 
\  ! errraseee Joan O’Hara 
UN Sic.ee ves ene cene Eithne Lydon 





| This third play by John O’Dono- 
van has little to say except that a 
'sinner is less trouble to live with 


|than a saint, even when the sin- | 


|ner is a hypocritical tycoon of Ire- 
land’s new commercial age. There 
is little depth of action in the piece, 
and the author seems to have been 
using his tycoon and the setting 
| for working off a number of amus- 
ing lines he'd been saving. 

A brain operation reforms the 
morality of the tycoon and troubles 
his family, but the third act brings 
another knock and all is well again. 


confusion has been caused by the 
lecher’s conscience, but like his 
sinning, it does not seem real. 
There are _ several characters 
who might haye been eliminated, 
except that one, Professor Croker, 
as played by Patrick Layde, is one 
of the neatest character sketches 
recently seen at the Abbey. One 
of the biggest laughs involves a 


dear author-journalist O'Donovan 
to some of his sensitive colleagues. 

The playing of T. P. McKenna, 
as the tycoon who finds conscience, 
is sound enough for the character, 
and Aideen O’Kelly makes a neat 
job of his spoiled daughter to con- 
trast with the supposed bastard son 
played by Vincent Dowling. Ria 
Mooney's direction is well-paced 
and Thomas McCann's setting of a 
library in a large Irish suburban 
house is appropriate. 

O'Donovan has again shown his 
\facile style of dialogue and in- 
|terest in the Ireland of today and 
|tomorrow. He has broken with 
jthe kitchen comedy tradition of 
|the Abbey and put his action in 
{the library. But “A Change of 
|Mind” is hardly the zenith of his 
| Playwrighting. It’s a modest bet 
a an Abbey season. Mac. 


| Frank Overton has been given a 
| leave of absence from “Dark at the 
| Top of the Stairs” to appear in the 
i¥ilm, “Miss Lonelyhearts,” now be- 


|ing shot in Hollywood. Gerald 








| O'Loughlin is pinchhitting for him 
iin the Broadway production, i 


folk opera romanticized in setting | 


staging breaks away from the Ab-| 


| life. 
| The Playboy role of Christy Ma- 


|Her voice is a little light, but she: 


‘2 Vincent Dowling | 


LEO GAFFNEY IS ILL 





[ 

| 

| Boston Daily Record Drama Editor 
Has Heart Attack 





, Boston, Aug. 19. 

Leo Gaffney, drama editor and 
former critic of the Boston Daily 
Record, is in the Cape Cod Hospi- 
tal, Hyannis, Mass., following a 
heart attack early last week. The 
seizure occurred at the hospital, 
where Gaffney was visiting his 
wife. She is a patient there for 
injuries received in a recent auto 
accident. 


Gaffney was for many years legit 


reviewer for the Daily Record, but 
moved over as drama editor two 
years ago when Elliot Norton was 
hired as critic. Norton was previ- 


ously with the Boston Post until it | 


folded. 


Sam Houston—Thesp 


New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


The lowdown on the Locust Theatre, Philadelphia, and other facts 
| pertinent to playing the house are included in a booklet issued by own- 
|er William Goldman, who also operates the Kylanger, Philly, and a 
| String of film houses in eastern Pennsylvania. Goldman, who bought 
the property from the Shubert's, has refurbished the 1,418-seater with 
new chairs, carpeting, lighting, air conditioning, ete. Besides mention- 
ing the “new look” items and other data on the theatre, his brochure 
also lists local transportation, hotels and press info. A preview and 
theatre party agency run by Goldman Theatres is also mentioned 
while a special note points out that a few house seats will be retained 
|in the New York office of Locust general manager Alexander H. Cohen 
for the convenience of producers and managers. 

Data, similar to that covered in the Locust booklet, is included 
in a brochure on the State Theatre, Minneapolis film house slated to 
play touring legit shows. The rundown on the State is being sent to 
| Broadway producers by John Branton, an exec of the United Para- 
mount circuit, which operates the theatre. 





| The boxoffice scale, seating capacity and potential gross were inac- 
|curately reported recently for the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. The 
| converted church seats 589 and at a $3.50 top can gross $12,852.40 plus 
| chairs and stairs and standee trade. The theatre is a non-profit opera- 
| tion, with proceeds going to the Raymond Moore Foundation, so it has 
tax-free status. The 10% additional levy is retained by the theatre, 
but is not figured in the gross on which author royalties and star per- 


In re VARIETY’s fron& page story | centages are figured. The extra coin goes to the support of the Founda- 


of possible film on Sam Houston's 
religious life, think maybe some- 
body should do a pic on his life as 
a thesp. Noah Ludlow in his 
book, “Dramatic Life as I Found 
It” (1880), tells of the Gen.'s 
acting with the Nashville (Tenn.) 
Thespian Society, when the future 
Texas patriot was a, Lieutenant. 
He appeared in several produc- 
tions, once as an Indian chieftain, 
and was for a time secretary pro- 
tem of the club. This was season 
of 1833-34. 


comedy as well as straight roles, 
and once appeared with success 
as a rednosed drunk. Info is not 
guaranteed to inspire happy re- 


action in vicinity of San Jacinto. 
Bob Downing. 


Stock Review 











Boston Love Story 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 15. 
Michael Ellis production of three-act 
comedy-drama by Victor Wolfson. Staging, 
Aaron Frankel; setting, W. Broderick 
Hackett; lighting, Kobert Brand. At 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., 
Aug. 15, '58; $2.50 top. 

Julia Meade 


Selena Olcott ° 
. Dewey Martin 


John Moses 
Esther Olcott Shirl Conway 


Mrs. Olcott ............-._Dorothy Sands 
BRP. GHOGEE cc ogeccceccae Frederic Tozere 
Mrs. Moses .. . Ruth McDevitt | 


Morton Cunningham .... 
Mrs. Cunningham 

Libby Olcott 
Martha 
Farrell . 


Ethel Woo@ruff 

Sue Frick 
Minnette Barrett 
. Russell Carter 





The pedestrian theme of the | 


problems of a Jewish-Gentile ro- 
mance is given only a moderate 
twist in “Boston Love Story.” Au- 
thor Victor Wolfson’s theme, that 
all groups can use “new blood,” is 
hammered home, but 
doesn’t add up to much. There are 
occasional funny lines and clever 
situations, but that’s about all. 
The play is about a rebel daugh- 
|ter of a proper Back Bay family 
|falls in love with her composer- 
neighbor in a New York walk-up. 
She brings him to Boston to meet 
her family, and he is prepared to 
jmeet dignified bigots. Thereby 
|comes the twist. 
|years in New England, are decent 


ism. But the ending seems too pat. 


Houston had a flair for low! 





Robert Grace | 


the play | 


The Olcotts, 300 | 


tion. 





| Auntie Mame 
San Diego, Aug. 5. 


Robert Fryer & Lawrence Carr presen- 


| tation of two-act comedy by Jerome Law- | 


| rence and Robert E. Lee. Staging, Morton 
| DaCosta; decor, Oliver Smith; lighting, 
Peggy Clark; costumes, Travis Banton 
and Michael Travis; production manager, 
Robert Linden. Stars Eve Arden; fea- 
tures Benay Venuta. At Russ Auditorium, 
San Diego, Aug. 4, 58; $4.40 top. 

Norah Muldoon ....+ Isabel Price 
Patrick Dennis, as boy..... Dennis Joel 
Ito .-..++ Yuki Shimoda 


were CRORES oo ck cccces ccs Benay Venuta 
FONE «a. oncea sthegosives Dick Kaiser 
Se OUND sc pon 6sees oe Loren Tindall 
| Theatre Manager ......... Joel Smith 


M. Lindsay Woolsey........David Lewis 


PIERS TEATRO oe ccccccnes 


| Mr. Waldo Ed Stevlingson 


Mr. Babcok ................ Robert Allen 
Al Linden reeneees Dick Kaiser 
SE a vinscundatectece send Betty Keeney 
PE vis s us <ceseuenerenan Guy Arbury 
Lord Dudley . Walter Riemer 


Brooks West 


Beaurcgard Burnside...... 
we Gail Bonney 


Cousin Fan 
Cousin Moultrie : 
Sally Cato MacDougal 
| Elizabeth Talbot-Martin 
Emory MacDougal 
Mother Burnside . Spi 
Grooms Guy Arbury, Selwyn Myers 
Patrick Dennis, as young man Ray Fulmer 
Agnes Gooch Florence MacMichael 
Manning Ross 
hes Suzanne Turner 
.. Willard Waterman 
bibeoke Dorothy Blackburn 
Jacqueline Holt 
. Dennis Joel 


Brian O’Bannion 
Gloria Upson 
Claude Upson 
| Doris Upson 
Pegeen Ryan 
Michael Dennis 





Eve Arden has taken over the 
title role in this West Coast com- 
|pany of the Broadway smash. Un- 
der Morton DaCosta's helm, it 
|}comes off as a handsomely mount- 
ed, explosively funny, surefire at- 
traction. 

Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. 
Lee, co-adapters of the Patrick 
Dennis book, have said _ that 


| but despite its exhortation for the 
| full life and the swift jabs at bores, 
| bigots and Babbitts, “Mame” reg- 
|isters on its free-wheeling humor. 
It’s an effective piece of staging as 
|the deceptively slender and kalei- 
| discopic plot line leaps along in a 
method reminiscent of blackout 
skits with punchline or sight gag 
at curtain. 


| to tackle the “Mame” role so far, 


| ing flamboyance. She looks attrac- 


Eve Arden | 


_. Frank Roberts | 


. Ronny Anton | 
vy 


“Mame” is a “serious funny play,” 


Miss Arden is the sixth actress | 


| Shows Out of Town 


| The Musie Man 


Los Angeles, Aug. 18. 
Bloomgarden, with Herbert 
Greene (in association with Frank Pro- 
| ductions, Inc.) presentation of two-act 
| (16 scenes) musical comedy. Music and 
lyrics, Meredith Willson; story, Willson 
and Franklyn Lacey. Overall staging, 
Morton DaCosta; choreography, Onna 
White; settings and Hehting. Howard Bay; 
costumes, Raoul Pene du Bois; orchestra- 
tions, Don Walker; dance arrangements, 
Laurence Rosenthal; production associate, 
Sylvia_Drulie; vocal arrangements, Her- 
bert Greene; musical direction, Michael 
Perriere. Features Forrest Tucker, Joan 
Weldon, Cliff Hall, Benny Baker, Lucie 
Lancaster, Frisco Four, Carol Veazie, 
| Harry Hickex, Lynn Potter, Robert Piper, 
Susan Luckey. At Philharmonic Audi- 
torium, Los Angeles, Aug. 18, ‘58; $6 top. 
Traveling Salesmen Lewis Bolyard, 

Luther Durham. Richard Fredricks, 

Rudy Jenkins, Charles Karel, Walter 
Kelvih, Lou Polacek, Jimy Weiss 
Charlie Cowell ..... Harry Hickox 
Conductor ; ; Earl George 
Harold Hill . Forrest Tucker 
Mayor Shinn ‘ Cliff Hall 
Frisco Four Byron Mellberg, James 
Ingram, Jay F, Smit, Allan Louw 
Marcellus Washburn ‘Penny Baker 
Tommy Diilas Robert Piper 
Maria’: Paroo .. ae 2 oan Weldon 
| Mira.Paree ....... - Lucie Lancaster 
Amaryllis ‘ : Kay Cole 
Winthrop Paroo ; Lynn Potter 
| Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn Carol Veazie 
Zaneeta Shinn Susan Luckey 
Gracie Shinn . Jan Tanzy 


| 


| Kermit 


Alma Hix aan Jean Bruno 
Maud Dunlop Mary-Alice Wunderle 
Ethel Toffelmier Lu Leonard 
Mrs. Squires -«++.++ Mareeline Decker 
Constable Locke Earl George 
| Singers, dancers, others: Jeffrey Allan, 
James rron, Lee Capo, Robert Cos- 


den, Jim McArdle, Burt Michaels, Will 
Nagel, Chad Thompson, Dianne E. Barton, 
Micki Barton, Barbara Beck, Peggy 
Brooks, Ceil Delly, Joan Duncan, Marilyn 
Fisk. Dianne La Mond, Donna Linnard, 
Terry Marone, Mary Mason, Patricia 
Sickelsmith, Ann Sparkman, Lewis Bol- 
yard, Luther Durham, Richard Fredricks, 
Charles Karel, Walter Kelvin, Lou Pola- 
cek, Rudy Jenkins. 





An enthusiastically played mix- 
ture of corn and spirit pays off for 
this highly entertaining road com- 
pany of “The Music Man. Opening 
its tour tonight (Mon.), it got a 
| sock reception and appears a sure- 

fire boxoffice smash for its sixe 
| week run in the regular Los An- 
| geles Civic Light Opera season at 
| the Philharmonic. 


As indigenously American as 
| apple pie, Meredith Willson’s musi- 


Meanwhile, a certain amount of |“liberals’ who abhor anti-Semit- | 4nd she gives it an earthy, endear-| cal has been given fine production 


'for road presentation. Handsome 


Wolfson obviously tried hard to | tive onstage and projects with au- | scenery, crisp costuming and expert 


avoid the usual stereotypes. And 
an attempt was made at offbeat 
leasting. But the play fails on 
both scores. Dewey Martin is un- 
|econvincing as the composer, ap- 
| pearing too cocky, extroverted and 
insensitive. Neither sympathy nor 
dislike is engendered for his char- 


|parent understanding, and hardly 
| suggests the renegade who lives in 
a shabby flat with towels for cur- 
| tains. 

There are some good perfor- 
mances. Long, lean and loud, 
| Shirl Conway warms up to her 
role as the old-maid Olcott daugh- 
iter after a rough beginning in 
which she shouts more than she 
acts. Dorothy Sands is believable 
as the meddling Mrs. Olcott “who 
never interferes” in her children’s 
lives, and Frederic Tozere is prop- 
erly stodgy as her husband. But 
| Ruth McDevitt is a trifle too “stage 
Jewish” as the composer’s fix-it- 
mother, although hers is one of the 
few colorful characters. 

In his effort to avoid conformity, 
| Wolfson has given his Jewish hero 
the New Testament name of John, 
| while the Gentile Bostonians have 
}names like Morton, Esther, Sam 
and Libby. 

Aaron Frankel’s direction fails 
to get the most out of the central 
romance, but does manage to keep 
things moving. W. Broderick 
Hackett’s setting of the Boston 
mansion is both authentic and at- 

Britt. 


| thority. What’s more, with her ex- 
| pert timing, there’s full mileage in 
| the comic lines and takes. On the 
| deficit side, star might exude a 
| Shade more warmth and a less dry 
| approach. - Withal, it’s a winning 
| performance of verve and style. 
Heading a large supporting cast 


group of newspapermen at a press | acter. Julia Meade plays his Bos-/ ranging from very good to okay, 
conference, a skit unlikely to en-/|ton rebel stiffly and without ap-/| Benay Venuta has the juicy role of 


| Mame’s actress-pal, and gives it 
bite. Brooks West is stalwart and 
attractive as the Southerner who 
weds Mame. Both the younger and 
a Patrick, played respec- 
tively by Dennis Joel and Ray 
Fulmer, are good. 

There are sharp cont. Jutions 
| from Yuki Shimoda, as the Japanese 
| houseboy; Isabel Price, the house- 
| keeper; Elizabether Talbot-Martin, 
| the acid-tinged Southern belle, and 

Willard Waterman, as the stuffy 
“Aryan from Darien.” But the 
|;comic standout is Florence Mac- 
| Michael, a solid wow as the specs- 
| and-flat-heels typist who learns 
| abruptly about life. 

Oliver Smith rates kudos for his 
| fluid settings, enhanced by Peggy 
,;Clark’s skillful lighting effects, 
| good costumes by Micael Travis 
jand Travis Banton’s eye-popping 
wardrobe for Miss Arden. The lo- 
cal stand is a break-in for extend- 
;ed engagements in Los Angeles 
|and San Francisco. Don, 


| 





| “The Young Provincials,” a new 
play by Ben Levinson, is slated to 
| open Sept. 8 at the Cricket Thea- 
jtre, N.Y, 


staging by Morton DaCosta do 
much to gloss over the lack of a 
standout personality in the com- 
pany. 

Forrest Tucker, a screen heavy 
making his musical stage debut, is 
|a highly competent actor and gets 
by okay with a slight amount of 
hoofing, but has vocal shortcom- 
ings. He puts so much heart into 
his work, however, that it carried 
him over the hurdles of opening- 
night nervousness and breathless- 
ness. He should improve consider- 
ably with experience in the role 
and may become a “Music Man” 
ace eens pee ng on tour, as Robert 

reston is on Broadway. 

Joan Weldon does nicely as the 
spinster librarian, as does Cliff 
Hall as the malaprop mayor. Also 
registering are Benny Baker as the 
hero's larcenous sidekick and Lynn 
Potter as the moppett. Also con- 
tributing well are the Frisco Four 
on barbershop harmony. 

The Kermit Bloomgarden pro- 
duction has been brought in here 
for a cost of around $220,000. Most 
| of this will probably be recouped 
here and in Frisco, so the rest of 
the tour should be a bonanza. 

Scho. 





Educational directors of 17 inter- 
| national trade unions have formed 
a committee to sponsor Irving 
| Strouse’s upcoming off-Broadway 
| production of Barrie Stavis’ play 
j}about Joe Hill, “The Man Who 
| Never Died,” which Robert May- 
berry will stage. 
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Stock Not Too Hot, 


But Bard Is Big; 


Cronyns Record $23,848 in Philly 


Business was uneven along the 


gummer stock circuit again last 
week. As usual, the abnormally 
rainy weather was blamed for dis- 
appointing attendance at some 
eperations, but other less obvious 
factors appear to be involved, too. 

There were a few bright spot, 
notably new house record set by 
Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn | 
n “Triple Play” at the Playhouse 
in the Park, Philadelphia; Diana 
Barrymore's record gross at scale 
in “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” at the 
Spa Theatre, Saratoga, N.Y., and 
the b.o. marks set at the two Strat- 


ford Shakespeare Festivals, in 
Connecticut and Ontario. 
Estimates for Last Week 
OUTDOOR 
Parentheticat designations for 


stock are the same os for the road, 
except that (TS) indicates Tour- 
ing Show and (LP) indicates 


Local Production. Engagements are | 


for single week unless otherwise 
noted. 
KANSAS CITY 
Starlight Theatre ($4; 
¢#70,000). Guys and Dells (MC-LP) 
(2d wk) (Frank Laine), about $56,- 


000. Previous week: same show. 
$65.000. Current: Mest Happy 
Fella. 
LOUISVILLE 
Louisville Amphitheatre ($3.75: 


8520; £58,000). Gordon MacRae 
Shew (Variety-TS), about $32,000. 
Previous week: Naughty Marietta 
(Mimi Benzell), $20,000. 





ST. LOUIS 2 

Municipal Opera ($4; 11,937; 
$95.000). Hansel and Gretel and 
Nutcracker Ballet ‘(O-Dance-LP) 
(Mia Slavenska, Andre Eglevsky), 
about $45,000. Previous week: 
Finian’s Rainbow, $69.000. Cur- 
rent: Oklahoma ‘Dorothy Collins, 
Helen Gallagher). 


TENTS 


CHICAGO 
_ Edgewater Beach Playhouse 
($3.95; 950; $19,300). Kind Sir (C- 
TS) (2d wk) (Ann Sheridan), about 
$12,500. Previous week: same 
show, $15,300, Current: Uncle Wil- 
lie (Menasha Skulnik). 
Highland Park Music Theatre 
(3.90; 1,500; $31,500). Brigadoon 
(MC-LP) (2d wk), about $16,300. 
Previous week: same show, $15.,- 
000. Current: Boy Friend. 
Tenthouse Theatre ($3; 
No Time for Sergeants 
estimated $11,000. Previous week: 
Career, $8.500. Current: Hole in 
the Head (Hal March). 





1,400; 





DETROIT 
Kent Music Circle ($3.30; 1.700; 
$31,500). Mest Happy Fella (MD- 
LP), over $11,300. Previous week: 


Girl Crazy, $11,700. Current: Rose | 


Marie. 





PHILADELPHIA 


Playhouse in the Park ($3: 1.436; 


$26,000). Triple Play (CD-TS) (Jes- 
sica Tandy, Hume Cronyn), new 
house hecord, $23,848. Previous 
week: Tonight at 8:30 (Faye Emer- 


son), house record, $20.300. Cur- 
rent: Middle of the Night (Sam 
Levene). 





WALLINGFORD, CONN. 
Oakdale Musical Theatre ($4.20: 
2.150; $41,000). Porgy and Bess 
(MD-TS) (Cab Calloway), over $33.- 
000. Previous week: Most Happy 
Fella, $22,600. Current: Burlesque 
(Dan Dailey). 


LARGE HARDTOPS 


DALLAS 
State Fair Music Hall 
4.120; $73,500). Mest Happy Fella 
(MD-LP) (2d wk), nearly $40,500. 
Previous week: same show, $36,- 
000. Current: King and I (Jan 
Clayton). 





($3.75; 





STRATFORD, CONN. 
Shakespeare Festival ($5; 1,453; 
$45.000). Hamlet-Midsummer 
Night’s Dream-Winter’s Tale (Rep- 
LP) (9th wk), new house record, 
$43,631. Previous week; same rep- 
ertory, $41,600. Current: same. 





STRATFORD, ONT. 

Shakespeare Festival ($5; 2,196; 
$61,912). Henry IV-Much Ado 
About Nothing-Winter’s Tale (Rep- 
LP) (8th wk), new high for the 
season almost $58,100. Previous 
week: same repertory, $50,700. 
Current: same. 





SMALLER HARDTOPS 
CHICAGO 
Drury Lane Theatre ($3.50 
Spider’s Web (CD-T- Ts) 


$9,800). 


7,600; | 


(C-LP), | 


(2d wk) (Jan Sterling), over $9,000. 
| Previous week: same show, $7,100. 
Current: Oh Men, Oh Women 
(Tom Duggan). 


Hinsdale Summer Theatre ($3.50; 
838; $15.000). Light Up the Sky 
| (C- LP) (2d wk) (Denise Darcel), 
lnearly $6,500. Previous week: 
po aeeggg Tables (Rosemary De- 
Camp, Sidney Blackmer), $8, 400. 
Current: Light Up the Sky. 








CORNING, N.Y. 
Corning Summer Theatre 
611; $10,500). Visit to a Small 
| Planet (C-LP), over $3,500. Previ- 
ous week: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, 
$5,900. Current: Champagne Com- 
plex. 





EPHRATA, PA. 

Legion Star Playhouse ($2.50; 
490; $7,000). Reluctant Debutante 
(C-TS) ‘(Sloan Simpson), around 
$5,000 in seven performances. 
| Previous , week: Detective Story 
| (Scott Brady), around $4,500. Cur- 
|rent: Inherit the Wind (Walter 
Abel). ‘ 








IVORYTON, CONN 
Ivoryton Playhouse ($4.40; 650; 
$17,000). Damn Yankees (MC-TS), 
nearly $9,500. Previous week: Cat 
on a Hot Tin Roof (Diana Barry- 
;}more), $13,100. Current: Night 
| Must Fall (Van Johnson), 





MILLBURN, N.J. 

Paper Mil! Playhouse ($3.90; 972: 
$18,500). Separate Tables ‘D-TS) 
(Ist wk) (Basil Rathbone, Geraldine 
Page), about $12,000. Previous 
week: Damn Yankees, $14,000. 
Current: Separate Tables. 





NEW HOPE, PA. 

Bucks County Playhouse ($2.50; 
432; $7.818). Boston Leve Story 
(D-T-LP) (1st wk) (Julia Meade, 
Shirl Conway). About $7,200. 
| Previous week: Dear Barbarians, 
$4,700. Current: Boston Love Story. 





NYACK, N.Y. 

Tappan Zee Playhouse ($4.40; 
| 600; $16.000). House on the Rocks 
| (CD-T-TS (Tallulah Bankhead), 
estimated $10,300. Previous week: 
Duley (Dody Goodman), $8,400. 
Current: Damn Yankees. 








OLNEY, MD. 

Olmey Theatre ‘$3.50; 650: $10.- 
000). Under Milk Wood (D-LP), 
|high for the season, over $10,100. 
Previous week: King of Hearts, 
'$6,400. Current: The Enchanted. 








SARATOGA, N.Y. 

Spa Theatre ($4.40; 587; $13,000). 
| Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (D-TS) (Di- 
ana Barrymore), new house record 
at regular scale, $11,831. Previ- 
;ous week: Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
packer (Burgess Meredith), $7,900. 
a Third Best Sport (Celeste 
Holm). 








WESTPORT, CONN. 

Westport Country Playhouse 
($4.40; 761; $17,500). Visit to a 
Small Planet (C-TS) (Bert Lahr), 
about $10,000 with $400 in cancel- 
lations because of commuters de- 
layed by the fire last Friday (15) 
near Grand Central Station, N.Y. 
Previous week: Triple Play (Jessica 
Tandy, Hume Cronyn), season high, 
$17,700. Current: Inspector Calls 
(Cedric Hardwicke, Melville Coo- 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 


«LONDON 
Ah, Quelle Folie, Wint. Gard. (6-28-58) 
Any Other Biz, Westminster (4-10-58). 
At Drop of Hat, Fortune (1-24-57) 
Breath of Spring, Cambridge (3-26-58). 
Boy Friend, Wyndham’‘s (12-1-53). 
Duel of Angels, Apollo (4-24-58). 
Expresso Bongo, Saville (4-23-58). 
Five Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16-58). 
Fiowering Cherry, Haymarket (11-21-57). 
For Aduits Only, Strand (6-25-58) 
Hatful of Rain, Princes (8-11-58). 
Irma La Douce, Lyric (7-17-58). 
Living for Pleasure, Garrick (7- Eseee. 
Merry Widow, Coliseum (7-31-58 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25- 53), 
My Fair edy, Drury Lane (4-30-58). 
we in the Book, Criterion (4-2-58). 
Party, New (5-28-58). 
Plaisirs De Paris, Wales (4-20-57). 
Rape of Belt, Picadilly (12-12-57). 
Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 
Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
Simple Spyman, Whitehall (3-19-58). 
Speaking of Murder, St. Mart. (6-4-58). 
Three Way Switch, Aldwych (78-58). 
Trial Mary Dugan, Savoy (7-2-58). 
Tunnel of Love, Majesty’s (12-3-57) 
Unexpected Guest, Duchess ry = 
Variation on Theme, eae. = 
Where's Charley, Palace (@-20- 
You Can Have Body, Vic. Pal. G2 58). 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Auntie Mame, Adelphi (9-10-58). 
Edwerd tl, Lyric Hamm. (8-25-58) 
Brouhaha, 


Aldwych (8-27-58). j 
Major Barbera, Royal Ct. (6-28-58). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Noon Was Shadows, Arts (7-18- 
Private Prosecutor, Royal Court (7- Pre Se), 











($3; | 





John Wylie Named Aide 


To Nina Vance, Houston 


Houston, Aug. 19. 

John Wylie, an actor and resi- 
dent staff member of the Alley 
Theatre, has been named assistant 
to Nina Vance, director. He has 
resigned a recently-awarded three- 
year Ford Foundation acting fel- 
lowship to the Cleveland Playhouse 
to accept the new assignment. 

Wylie directed two recent Alley 
productions, “Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter” and “The Remark- 
able Mr. Pennypacker.” 


More Troubles (Legal) 
Befall Paul Winston’s 





Dayton, Columbus Stock 


Dayton, Aug. 19. 

Paul Winston's local and Colum- 
bus stock companies, which went 
on the rocks a couple of weeks 
ago, ran into more complications 
last week with the filing of two 
lawsuits by creditors. The local 
operation had been taken over by 
a successor company, Dayton Pro- 
ductions, but the Columbus ven- 
ture folded. 

The companion suits were — 
in Montgomery County Commoft 
Pleas Court by Emanuel Nadlin, 
representing five creditors. 


first, naming Winston and Dayton 


Productions as defendants, charges | 


that in transferring assets to ‘the 
new company, Winston failed to! 
supply the buyers with the names | 
of creditors, 
the creditors of the transaction. 
The second suit listing Winston 
and 23 limited partners (backers) 
as respondents, is a petition for in- 
voluntary bankruptcy. The plain- 
tiffs are Bancroft Publicity & Ad- 
vertising Agency, Ohio Printing 
Co., Harrington Sign Co., 
Letter Service and Herb Toppy | 
Photo Service, all of Columbus. 
Nadlin says the plaintiffs have 
no desire to interfere with the 
continued 


aimed to ascertain What assets the 
defunct group had, what had been 
done with them, and to have a re- 
ceiver appointed. Some $4,000 ad- 
vance rental paid by Winston to 
the Veterans Memorial Hall, Co- 
lumbus, is also under study. 

Robert Young, attorney for Day- 
ton Productions, has announced 
that the company will honor tick- 
ets bought in advance by Colum- 
bus patrons, if they come to Day- 


ton for shows in the local Memor-/ day (14), grossed almost $29,200 in| 


ial Hall, 
refunds. 


100G Capitalization for 


but that it will not make 





Production of ‘Lovers’ | Opened Civic Light Opera sub-| twofers. 


Franchot Tone and David Ross 
are capitalizing their projected 
Broadway production of 
for Lovers” at $100,000. The duo 
plan on placing the William Mur- 
ray adaptation of Luigi Pirandello’s 
ey into rehearsal early in the 
fall. 

Tone will costar in the presenta- 
tion with Zsa Zsa Gabor, while | 
Ross will direct. The production, 
it’s believed, will mark the play's | 
U. S. preem. 


Casting 

Broadway: Robert Geiringer and 
Lorne Greene, “This is Edwin 
Booth;” Michael Chase, Sarah Cun- 
ningham and Frank Hamilton, “The 
Visit;” Andy Griffith, “Destry 
Rides Again;” Jason Robards Sr., 
“Disenchanted;” John McGovern 
and Arthur Hughes, “Man in the 
Dog Suit:” Ron Randall and Noel 
Leslie, “World of Suzie Wong;” 
Patricia Neal, “Far Away the Train- 
Birds Cry.” 

Also, Rod Steiger, ‘““Rashomon;” 
Conrad Fowkes, Patricia Bows- 
worth and John Fiedler, ““Howie;” 
Robert Carraway, “Swim in the 
Sea;” Alison Leggatt, “Epitaph for 
George Dillon;” Walter Matthau, 
“One More With Feeling:” Louis 
Guss, Scott McGregor, Cathleen 
Neal and Myriam Acevedo, “Hand- 
ful of Fire.” 


Touring Shows 


(Aug. 18-31) 

At the Grand (tryout) (Paul Muni)— 
Curran, §.F. (18-30). 

Auntie Mame ‘Eve Arden)—Biltmore, 
L.A. (18-30). 

Auntie Mame (Constance Bennett)—N>- 
tional, Wash. (18-23); Shubert, Det. 
(25-30) 

Mask end Gown (T. C. Jones)—Geory, 
S.F. (18-30), 

This ts Edwin Booth (tryout) (Wore 
Ferrer)—La Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse (25-39). 

Music Man (2d Co.)—Philharmonic Aud., 
L.A., 8-30). 

My Fair Lady (24d Co.)—Shubert 
(continues indefinitely), 








Cc 


The | 


and failed to notify | 


Butler | 


operation of the Day-| 
ton theatre, but that the suits are | 


“A Game | 


Bway Uneven As 
Holliday $48,900, 
Sidney $28,499, 


+ 


Lineup Builds; 
‘Jamaica’ $40,900, 
‘Homeward $21,700 





Strawhat Test 
For Denker’s ‘Deadlock’ 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 19 
Michael Ellis has cancetied plans 
to tryout Henry Denker's “Dead- 
lock,” at the Bucks County Play- 
house, Sept. 8-20. Edward G. Rob- 
inson is reportedly interested in 
|} doing the play on Broadway, so 
Ellis replaced it with “The Chil- 

dren’s Hour.” 
Tinda Darnell 

latter revival. 


| Scratch 





will star in the 


+ Broadway was spoity last week. 
Rusiness dropped substantially for 
several ~~» but pcked up 
slightly for ot! Activity was 
lively at “Bells ‘aes Rine ne” and 
“Jamniica,” which resumed after 
layoff periods. However, the 
Syivia Sidney company of “Aunt'e 
Mame” got off to a s'ow s.art in 
the first frame of a three-weeker 
at the City Center. 

Holding steady at capacity were 
“Music Man” and “My Fair Lady.” 
The lineup of shows this week 
moves uo from 14 to 15 wth the 
resumptie n tons ht (Wed) of 
- ‘The Visit.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


re Keys ” (Comedy), D ‘Drama), 

Road Starting to | - Perk: Baa ad sank 

Grand’ Fest Sub, Frisco; ; cal aoe O mec. : oP ¥ Op. 
etta). 

Bennett $43,600 in DC. eR Sp 

Things were humming on the | refer, respectively, to weeks played, 


|road last week, with more shows 


| getting a headstart for the fall sea- | 
|son and receipts generally up. Two | 


|touring companies of “Auntie 
|Mame” brightened the national 
‘slate, Eve Arden with a smash 


istance Benneit resuming her road 
trek with a sock return stand in 
| Washington. 

The road company of “The Mnsic 
| Man” opened Monday night (18) in 
Los Angeles, an obvious potential 
|for mammoth grosses for its two 
Coast engagements and then a reg- 
| ular tour. 

j Estimates for Last Week 

| Parentnetic designations for out- 
| of-town shows are the same as for 


T with show classification indicates 
| tryout and RS indicates road show. 
| Also, prices on touring shows in- 
clude 10% Federal Tax and local 
tax, if any, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; ie. exclusive of 
tares. Engagements are for single 
week unless otherwise noted. 
| CHICAGO 
| My Fair Lady, Shubert (MC-RS) 


(4ist wk) ($7; 2,100; $72,979). 
Nearly $68,000 Previous week, 
$64,900. Continues indefinitely. 


; 





LOS ANGELES 

Auntie Mame, Biltmore 
(ist wk) ($5.50-$. 10; 1,636; $50,- 
959) (Eve Arden Opened Thurs- 


four performances. Continues 
through Oct. 4, then plays Frisco. 

Opening This Week 
| Music Man, Philharmonic Aud. 
(MC-RS)  ($6.40-$5.90; $73,000). 
| scription engagement Monday night | 
(18) and continues through Sept. 30, | 
|then plays Frisco. 





SAN FRANCISCO 


wk) ($6.40-$5.50; 1,758; $58,000) 
(Paul Muni). Grossed nearly $55,- 
| 000 on Civic Light Opera subscrip- 
| tion. Has delayed scheduled} 
| Broadway opening and will extend | 
|tryout tour for further doctoring. | 

Mask and Gown, Geary (R- RS) | 
(4th wk) ($4.95-$4.40; 1,550; $42,-| 
000) (T. C. Jones). Almost $12,000. | 
Previous week, $13,500. Continues 
through Aug. 30, then moves to 
Los Angeles. 


WASHINGTON 
Auntie Mame, National (C-RS) 
(1st wk) ($5.50-$4.95; 1,677; $46,307) 
(Constance Bennett). Nearly $43,- 
600. Exits next Saturday (23) to 
continue tour. 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres Set) 


BROADWAY 
Howle, Coronet (9-17-58). 
Swim in Sea, Lyceum (9-30-58). 
Handful of Fire, Beck (10-1-58) 
Touch of the Poet, Hayes (10-2-58). 
Drink to Me Only, Adelphi (10-8-55). 
Goldilocks, Lunt-Fontanne (10-9-58). 
Suzie Wong, Broadhurst (10-13-58). 
T.N.P. of Paris, B’way (10-14-58). 
Girls in. 509, Belasco (10-15-58). 
Make a Million, Playhouse (10-16-58) 
Once More With Feeling, Nat'l (10-21-58) 
Pleasure of His Co., Longacre (10-22-58) 
George Dillon, Golden (10-23-58) 
Patate, Miller (10-28-58). 
Marriage-Go-Round, Plymouth (10-29-58) 
Man in Dog Suit, Coronet (10-30-58). 
Crazy October, Alvin (wk. 11-3-58) 





Comes A Day, Ambassador (11-6-58). 


Cold Wind & Warm, Morosco (12-4-58) 

Old Vic, B’way (12-9-58) 

Whoop-Up, Shubert (12-18-58). 
OFF-BROADWAY 

Young Provincials, Cricket (9-8-58). 

Chaparral, Sheridan Sq. (9-9-58). 

Streetcar, Carnegie (9-)7-58). 

Jackknife, Royal (9-22-58). 

,ate (9-24 58). 


Golden Six, ‘York “0- 13-58) 
Salad Days. Sarbizon-Piaza (11-1 





Man Who Never Died, Jan Hus aa % 38) 


opening in Los Angeles*and Con- | 


Broadway, except that hyphenated | 


| 
(C-RS) 


At the Grand, Curran (MD-T) (Ist | 


Piume de ma Tante, Royale (wk. 11-3-58). | 
Flower Drum Song, St. James (11-27-58) 


number of performances through 


last Saturday, tom prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
for Friday-Saturday nights and the 
lower for weeknights), number 
|of seats, capacity grocs end siars. 
Price includes 10° Feceral and 
15° City tar, but grosses are net 


i.e., exclusive of taxes 

Bells Are Ringinz, Shubert (MC) 
(87th wk; 692 p) ($8.05; 1,452; $58,- 
}101) (Judy Holliday). Almost $48,- 
}900. Had laid off previous three 
| wee ks. 

Dark At the Top of the Stairs, 
| Music Box (D) (37th wk: 292 p) 
| ($5.75-$6.90; 1,010; $33,050). Over 
| $21,100. Previous week, $20,20°. 

Jamaica, Imperial (°1C) (36th 
wk; 284 p) ($8.35; 1,427; $63,000) 
(Lena Horne, Ricarde Montalban). 
Over $40,900. Had lid off previous 
six weeks. 

Look Back in Anger, Golden (D) 
(46th wk; 367 p) ($5.75; 805; $25,- 


152). Almost $14,100 on twofers. 
Previous week, $14.000 on twofers. 
Exits Sept. 20, to tovr. 


Look Homeward, Az 
more (D) (38th wh; 
1.076; $40,716) 
/Almost $21,700. 
| $22,800. 

Music Man, Majestic 
wk; 276 p) ‘$8.05; 
(Robert Preston). 
again. 

My Fair Lady, 
(127th wk: 1,011 p) ($8.05; 
$68,210). Steady at $69,400. 

Romanoff and Ju.iet, Plymouth 
1(C) (45th yo! 356 p) ($5.75-$6.25; 
11,062; $36,625 Over $17,500 on 
Pre vious week, $18,700 on 
Exits Sept. 13, to tour. 

Say, Darling, ANTA (MD) (20th 
wk; 156 p) ($7.50; 1,185; $50,460) 
|}(David Wayne). Almost $28,600. 
Previous week, $35,900. 

Sunrise at Campobello, Cort (D) 
| (29th wk; 228 p) ($6.90; 1.155; $37,- 
1500) (Ralph Bellamy). Over $37,- 
| 100. Previous week, $36,260. 

Two For the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(31st wk; 244 p) ($6.90; 780; $31.- 
700) (Dana Andrews). Nearly $30,- 
|/200. Previous week, $29,900. 

West Side Story, Winter Garden 
(MD) (47th wk; 372 p) ($8.05; 1,404; 
| $63 63,203). Over $42,800. Previous 
week, $44.4 

Who Was O rhat Lady, Beck (D) 
(24th wk; 192 p) ($6.90; 1,280; $47,- 
000) (Peter Lind Hayes, Mary 
Healy). Over $22,400. Previous 
| week, $24,300. Closes Aug 

Miscellaneous 

Auntie Mame, City Center (C) 
(1st wk; 8 p) ($3.80; 3,090; $613.812) 
(Sylvia Sidney). Over $28,400 for 
first week of three-week stand, 

Reopening This Week 


rel, Barry- 
309 p) ($6.90; 
(M'riam Hop‘ins), 

Previous week, 
(MC) (35th 
1,626; $58,658) 
Nearly $69,400 


Hellinger (MC) 
1,551; 


| twofers. 


Visit, Morosco (D) ($6.90; 946; 
$37,500) ‘Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fon- 
tanne). Resumes tonight (Wed.) 


after a six-week layoff. 


Off-Broadway Shows 
Blood Wedding, Actors Play- 
}house (3-31-58). 

| Bey Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25- 





“Children of Darkness, Circle in 
the Square (2-28-58). 
| Comic Strip, Barbizon 
(5- 14-58). 

Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58). 

Guests of Nation, Marquee (6-26- 


58). 
Mt nue Plays, Sullivan St. (6-3- 
(5- 


15 
\. _ West'n World, 


Plaza 


Tara 
8-58) 
Po ad Opera, deLys (9-20- 


a ee Rooftop (6-5-58) 
Waiting for Godot, York (8-5-58); 
|closes Sept. 13. 
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radio and television personalities. ; mented, “I would like to make it 


Several individuals were pushed 
back from the opening night lineup 
to the second night roster, while in 


a few cases some people were 
dropped completely from _ both 
lists 


Varied Reactions 
Reaction from out-cef-town critics 


has varied from an “I-bought-my- | 
to | 


own-tickets-anyway” attitude 
raps about the “short-sightedness 


of the Shuberts. Norman Nadel, | 
drama critic of the Columbus 
Citizen, wrote to John Shubert, 


pointing out that he brings in to 
New York about 1,000 theatregoers 
each year via the show train route. 
He will pay for his reviewers’ seats, 
so the ruling won't affect him, 
he said. 

Nadel, also noting that he gives 
about 40 lectures seasonally to au- 
diences ranging from 100-2,500, 
summed up his letter as follows: 
“In other words, through my writ- 
ten and spoken reviews alone, 
word of your plays reaches a po- 
tential 100,000-120,000 persons. 
Your edict will not alter this, be- 
cause I don’t intend to stop re- 
viewing the plays in the paper or 
on the platform. But it does not 
make for cordial relations between 
the working press and the theatre. 

R. H. Gardner, drama critic of 
The Sun, Baltimore, commented on 
the Shubert stand regarding out-of- 
town critics in his column in that 
paper last Sunday (17). After 
expressing the opinion that visit- 
ing critics would buy their own 
tickets as a legitimate expense ac- 
count item, Gardner then rapped 
the move as follows: 


“Thus, for the piddling revenue | 


they stand to realize from the out- 
of-towners being forced to buy 
their own tickets, 
have made themselves the object of 
an inestimable amount of ill-will— 
2 feat they have duplicated more 
than once in the past and always 
with results that have done nothing 
to strengthen the stability of the 
American theatre.” 

In a letter to Varrety, Martin 
Dickstein, amusement advertising 
manager of the N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, referred to the fact, reported 
in last week’s Variety story, that 
he was on the second night list as 
a member of the Brooklyn Daily 
although hes’ been with the Tele- 


gram for the past year. He com- 
— Se 
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Father Grieg 


“Song of Norway” 
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u COOL, LIGHT ™= 
waa Summer Dishes gay 


METC CENA 


THE GOUR! 


eid MeN eV 
130-112 £ 


Vl i-4 
k: e rd Conde 





|clear to all concerned that I have 
|received no second-night passes 
| since I joined the staff of the W-T 
& S. If such passes are still being 
sent to me at the Brooklyn Daily 
| they are apparently being used by 
| persons not entitled to them.” 








Philly Booms 


| —_, Continued from page 73 





| bished the Erlanger, is now over- 
| hauling the Locust, while the Shu- 
| bert is also getting a facelifting. 
The Shuberts apparently aren't 
making any improvements at the 
|two houses they’ve retained, the 
| Walnut and the Forrest. 

Goldman, however, is leading his 
competitors in snagging bookings 
for his two theatres. He already 
has a possible 10 shows set for the 
Locust through mid-December and 
prospects of six at the Erlanger 
through January. He’s also backing 
up the bookings through his own 
theatre party operation, the Phila- 
delphia Preview and Theatre Party 
Bureau. 

That operation, pioneering tltea- 
tre parties locally, is headed by 
Helen Koelher and has already set 
12 dates for various shows skedded 
for the Locust and Erlanger through 
Nov. 6. Goldman and Broadway 
producer Alexander H. Cohen, his 
New York representative, are also 
going all out on promotion, which 
includes trailerizing the incoming 
legit entries at Goldman's 21 film 
| houses in the Philly area, and Gold- 
|man is sharing in all advertising 
| costs for the shows booked into his 
theatres. 

Of the other three houses, the 
Shubert only has one booking set 
thus far, while the Walnut has six 
| entries through the end of Decem- 
| ber and the Forrest eigkt through 








| next April. The bookings for the | 


| five houses are as follows: 
| Locust: “Auntie Mame” (Sylvia 


| Sidney), Sept. 1 for two weeks; | 
| “Handful of Fire,” Sept. 15 for two | 
| weeks; “Make a Million,” Sept. 29 | 


for two weeks;. “Marriage-Go- 


Round,” Oct. 15 for 10 days; “Cold | 


| Wind and the Warm,” Nov. 3, after 
a week’s rehearsal at the theatre; 


| “Far Away the Train Birds Cry,” 
| Nov. 10 for one week; “Gazebo,” | 


Nov. 17 for one week; “Night Cir- 
| cus,” Nov. 24 for one week; an 
unannounced three-week booking 
| starting Dec. 1 and “Mask and 
| Gown” 
Dec. 25. 

Erlanger: “Goldilocks,” Sept. 2 
| for three weeks; “Once More With 
| Feeling,” Sept. 22 for two weeks; 
|“Third Best Sport,” Oct. 6 for two 
| weeks; “Patate,” Oct. 20 for one 
| week; a musical in December and 
| the Old Vic in January. 

Walnut: “A Swim in the Sea,’ 
| Sept. 15; “Girls in 509,” Sept. 29; 
;““Man in the Dog Suit,” Oct. 13; 
| “Look Back in Anger,” Nov. 3; 


| “Disenchanted,” Nov. 17; 
Story,” Dec. 29. 

Forrest: “World of Suzie Wong,’ 
Sept. 22; “Comes a Day,” Oct. 6; 
|“La Plume de ma Tante,” Oct. 20; 
| “Rules of the Game,” Nov. 2; “A 
| Perfect Evening,” Nev. 24; “June,” 


, 


|Dec. 25; “Redhead,” Jan. 12; 
| “Warm Peninsula,” April 27. 
Shubert: “Whoop Up,” Nov. 10. 








Olney Theatre 
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| Catholic Univ. groups, Olney, St. 


| Michaei's Playhouse at Winooski | 


Park, Vt., a touring group in South 
America on a State Dept. assign- 
ment and one group at CU. 
While most strawhats claim they 
are “different,” Olney is different 
for different reasons. The theatre 
was made possible by the combina- 
tion of a Washington dairy tycoon, 
C. Y. Stephens, who secretly likes 
the theatre better than cows, and 
made the theatre available on a 
“pay me rent when you can basis” 


Father Hartke and his faculty 
group from CU. Incidentally, 
Stephens got his rent last season 
and this. = 

Olney is 12 miles from the Dis- 


upon real theatre-lovers-with-auto- 


groups that like the guaranteed 
no-obscenity offering, and the large 


CU, which cater to Sunday mati- 
nees. 





for two weeks beginning | 


“Tall | 


six seasons ago; and the inimitable | 


trict line in Maryland and depends | 


mobiles for its audiences, family | 


religious student population from | 


Oberlin Stude Troupe 
Presents G & § Season 
On Estate at Cape Cod 


Faimouth, Mass., Aug. 19. 

The Oberlin College Players an 
undergrad group, is presenting its 
sixth consecutive season of Gilbert 
|} and Sullivan for Cape Cod summer 
residents. They have a theatre on 
the Highfield estate here of Mr. 
and Mrs. DeWitt TerHeun. The 65 
studes from college have put on a 
new operetta each week since July 
14 and have three more weeks to 
go. The theatre seats 320 and 
policy this year has been to alter- 


ity. Prof. Haydin Boyers is the 
faculty adviser for the troupe. 


The strawhat Gilbert and Sulli- 


This summer, they have a layout 
complete with air 


bers of the cast and orch, the latter 
a 20-piece group from Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music, 
room and board, which is provided 
out of b. o. receipts. 

The theatre is sponsored by 
Oberlin College to provide studes 
with an opportunity to develop 
their skills away from the aca- 


ing is good for them 
Boyers. “I believe strongly on this 
particular brand of education,” he 
says. “Some students, shy and dif- 
fident, having never shown a lean- 
ing toward leadership, really blos- 
som out when given a bit of re- 
sponsibility with the troupe.” 
The stage director, chorus mas- 





ager and pressagent are all under- 
grads. The company produces one 
show a week, rehearses a second 
and simultaneously memorizes 
parts for a third. 





conditioning, | srg Highley, 


dormitories and dining hall. Mem-| 











| | Concert Review 








Paul Robeson 


| London, Aug. 12. 
| With Lawrence Brown and 
|Bruno Raikin at Royal Albert 
| Hall, London. $2.95 top. 

Paul Robeson’s first London 


concert engagement was a financial 
and artistic click. The vast 6,000 
seater concert hall was pre-sold 
and available standee accommoda- 
tion was filled to capacity. There 
| were long lines around the Royal 
Albert Hall as customers queued 
| patiently for a chance to get inside. 
It was Robeson’s first stage ap- 
pearance in London for eight years, 
but no reference to the cause of 
his prolonged absence was made 
j}until the end of his performance. 
|The applause, as he walked on- 
|stage, was memorable and there 
|was unmistakably a strong bond 
|of sympathy between audience and 
| artist. 
With the aid of a microphone his 
| voice was vibrant and clear. He 
|sang within a limited tone range 
but his personality was always 
strong. Artistry was of lesser con- 
cern; here Robeson could do no 


cerned, but a wider selection of 


/ducers Theatre, 
| Spring Lake, 


nate G & S with other w. k. light | 
operas of recognized musical qual- | 


van performers started their proj-| 
ect in 1953 at the Town Hall in| 


Mashpee. Two years later, they | 
moved to the Lawrence High} 
School auditorium in Falmouth. 


work for | 


{ 


Legit Bits 


Hume Cronyn, having completed | 
a strawhat tour in “Triple Play” | 
with his wife, Jessica Tandy, is 
undergoirg minor surgery and then 
leaves this weekend for a short 
vacation at their private island in 
the Bahamas. They go into rehear- 


sal Sept. 1 in “The Man in the 
Dog Suit.” 
Louis A. Lotito, president of 


City Playhouses and v.p. of RPro- 
is a resident of 
N.J., and was re- 
cruited by the Asbury Park (N.J.) 
Sunday Press to review the new 
Eugene O'Neill biography, “Part of 
a Long Story,” by the late play- 
wright’s second wife, Agnes Boul- 
ton (Kaufman), a resident of nearby 
Point Pleasant, N.J. The paper gave 
the piece a feature spread, with 
pictures and a capsule profile of 
Lotito. 

Frank Carrington’s staff at the 
Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, | 
N.J., this summer includes Agnes 
Morgan, assistant director; Herman 
Rosse, scenic designer; Albert L. 
Fiorillo Jr., musical director; Rich- | 
manager; Leonard 
Stein, stage manager; Marian Gra- 
ham, pressagent, and Laura Arn- 
old, artists’ representative, 
week. 

Richard Bauman is recuperating 
from leg surgery resulting from an 
on-stage accident at the Playhouse 


| in the Park, Philadelphia, while he 


demic pressure of the campus. Act- | 
says Prof. | 


| duction 


} on appearing there recently in 
the Arthur Treacher company cf 
“A Visit to a Small Planet.” 
“Listen to the Mocking Biid,” 
by Edward Chodorov, has been 
added to the Playwrights Co. pro- 
sked. Chodorov, who'll 
double as director, also has a script, 


| tentatively titled “Sunday Father,” 


ter, choreographer, business man-| 


under option to Sidney Phillips and 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 

Sigmund Miller’s “Lovely Star, 
Good Night,” a revised version of 
his play, “An Ancient Instinct,” 
which was tried out on the straw- 
hat circuit in 1953, is planned for 
Broadway production next Decem 
ber by Richard Krakeur and 
Gabriel Katzka. 

The Playwrights Co. has scrapped 
plans to co-produce Jean Carment 
and Richard Wilbur’s “The Chil- 
dren’s Playhouse” with Bryant Hal- 
iday and Michael Wager. 

“Lulu” is the title David Ross is 
using for his production of Frank 
Wedekind’s “Earth Spirit,” which 
he’s scheduled for a Sept. 18 open- 
ing at the 4th Street Theatre, N.Y., 
with Eva Gabor and Clarence Der- 


| went heading the cast 


Frances Fuller, actress and presi- 
dent of the American Academy of 
Dramatie Arts, will understudy 
Helen Hayes and Betty Field in “A 
Touch of the Poet.” 

Orchestra floor seating in several 
Broadway theatres operated by 
City Playhouses is being increased. 
The house affected and the number 
of additional seats are Lunt-Fon- 
tanne, 68; Corcnet, 30; Morosco, 
26 and Helen Hayes, expansion 
undetermined. 

The Shuberts are reducing the 
seating capacity at the Adelphi 
Theatre, N.Y., from 1,434 to 1,072. 

Lajos Zilahy’s “The Virgin and 
the Faun,” which was presented 
nine years ago in Geneva, N.Y., is 


| planned for Broadway production 


| “familiar” tunes would have been | 


an asset. Songs of this type were 
kept for the encores that inevitably 
came before the intermission and 
|at the close. 

Robeson sang in English, French, 
|German, Russian and Yiddish and 
his repertoire included a selection 
of spirituals, among them “Swing 
| Low Sweet Chariot.” 

“The Volga.Boat Song” and “Oh 
No John” qualified for the biggest 
ovation but the top reception went 
|!to his begoff items, notably “Ole 
|Man River,” 
his performance. 

For the first and last part of the 
|show he was accompanied by 
|}Bruno Raikin, who also played 
| three short Chopin pieces after the 
| intermission. Lawrence Brown took 
over the Steinway for the spirituals 
| session and joined in the vocalizing 
with the star. Myro. 





“ A Perfect Evening,” a musical 
| version of Jane Austin’s novel, 
'“Pride and Prejudice,” is 


|Simon’s Package Publicity 


with which he closed | 


| duction of 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


marked for Broadway production | 
}next January by George Gilbert. | 


Kenzie are set to costar 


ton and lyrics by Robert Goldman. 


Hermione Gingold and Gisele Mac- | 
in the} 
tuner, which. will have a book by 
Abe Burrows, music by Glenn Pax- | 


Burrows will also stage the offer- | 


ing, while producer-composer Jule 
Styne will assist in an advisory 
capacity. 


this season by Emil Katzka. The 
play’s title refers to a painting. 

“A Lovely Night,” a new play by 
Dorothy Stickney, based on the 
poems and letters of Edna St. Vin- 
cent Millay, is scheduled to begin a 


wrong so far as audience was con- | tryout Sept. 14 at the Barter Thea- 


tre, Abingdon, Va. 

Courtney Burr and Elliott Nu- 
gent are planning two productions 
this season, “The General’s Other 
Son,” by Andrew McCullough, and 
“The Beast in View,” by Lorenzo 
Semple Jr. The Semple play will 
also be ,directed by Nugent. A 
stager hasn’t been set yet for the 
other property. 

Bill Steele is back with Bernard 
opera- | 
tion after taking a few weeks off 
to appear in “A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn” at the Allenberry Play- 
house, Boiling Springs, Pa. : 

Robert Stephens, who originated 
the title role in the London pro- 
“Epitaph for George 
Dillon,” will repeat the assign- 
ment opposite Eileen Herlie in the 
upcoming Broadway production of 
the play. 

atrons attending the free per- 
formances of the N.Y. Shakespeare 
Festival production of “Twelfth 
Night” at Central Park have do- | 
nated enough coin to enable con- 
tinuation of the run through Aug. 


ear- | 30 


Bill Herz, 6f Mackey’s ticket 
agency, N. Y., is in St. Clare’s 
Hospital with a case of phlebitis. 

Henry Lascoe has moved up to 
the male lead assignment in 
“Romanoff and Juliet,” succeeding 
Tom Poston, who's exited the cast 
for a role in the upcoming “Drink 
to Me Only.” Lascoe’s former part 
in “Romanoff” has been taken over 


ltemporafily by Bert Freed, who's 


a ott from the show Aug. 


Paul Robeson will return to legit 
as a guest star at England’s Shake. 
speare Memorial Theatre next 
February-November as Othello, a 
part he previously played in Lon- 
don and on Broadway. 

The scheduled Broadway pro- 
duction of “Requiem for a Nun” 
has been postponed from Novem- 
ber to next January. 

Michael Ellis and Don Walker 
have cancelled the scheduled try- 
out of Henry Denker’s “Deadlock” 
at Ellis’ Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa., and instead are 
planning on producing the play on 
Broadway under the title, “A Sound 
of Distant Thunder.” The offering, 
which was slated for Sept. 8-20 
presentation at the Playhouse, will 
be replaced by “The Children’s 
Story,” starring Linda Darnell. 

Sam Leve will design the sets for 
“Comes a Day.” 

Joan Blondell will appear in 
“Come Back Little Sheba” at the 
Tappan Zee Playhouse, Nyack, 
ite for one week beginning Aug. 


Director Harold Clurman’s “Lies 


| Like Truth,” a collection of thea- 
| tre essays, has been published by 


the MacMillan Co. 

Anna Hill Johnstone has been 
set to design the cestumes for 
“Whoop-Up.” 

Richard Myers and Julius Fleisch- 
mann plan on bringing Lionel Wig- 
gam’s “The Prime of Life” to 
Broadway next season after an ex- 
tensive tour, which they intend 
launching on-the Coast next De- 
cember. 

Earle Hyman and Vinnette Carroll 
will costar in the upcoming London 
presentation of Errol John’s “Moon 
on a Rainbow Shaw!” which will 
be produced by H. M. i ennent Ltd. 
and directed by Frith Banbury. A 
breakin tour of the provinces is 
scheduled to get underway Oct. 27. 

Lewis Allen of the Producers 
Theatre has been assigned to work 
exclusively on the upcoming Broad- 
way production of “Man in the 
Dog Suit” in the capacity of asso- 
ciate producer. The sets and cos- 
tumes for the show will be de- 
signed, respectively, by Donald 
Oenslager and Anna Hill John- 
stone. 

Playwright Robert Thom is on 
the Coast writing the film version 
of Jack Kerouac’s “The Subter- 
raneans,” which Arthur Freed will 
produce for Metro. 

Jean Stapleton, who's been keep- 
ing busy this summer as a member 
of the resident company at the 
Totem Pole Playhouse, Fayette- 
ville, Pa., will appear in the forth- 
coming Broadway production of 
“A Swim in the Sea.” 

Seymour Krawitz has exited his 
post as publicity manager for the 
Michael Todd Co. to join legit 
pressagent Frank Goodman. 

Joan Scott has been added to the 
Harriet Kaplan aad Lily Veidt tal- 
ent agency as casting head for 
commercicals and industrials. 














FOR RENT 


In Bucks County, 
New Hope, Pa. 
$1.00 (One Dollar) per year for 
25 acres of ground for Tent 
Shows, Musicals or to 
erect permanent building for sum- 
mer and winter shows. Situated 
next to Fabulous Fountainhead on 

main highway. 


Write or Phone 


FOUNTAINHEAD 


New Hope, Pa. 























»”" FOR SALE ' 
SHUBERT and COX THEATRES 


in Cincinnati, Ohio 


BLACKSTONE THEATRE 


and lease of : 


GREAT NORTHERN THEATRE 


in Chicago, Illinois 


to purchasers intending te use the 
property bought as Legitimate 
Theatres. 


Reply to Box ¥-3058-59, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St.. New York 36 


- ee os 








FOR LEASE or SALE 


Beautiful 800 Seat Fully-Equipped 
Legitimate Theatre Exquisitely dec: 
orated. Perfect Sight Lines and 
Acoustics. 600 Cer Parking. v2 hour 
from WN.Y.C. Within Population Belt 
of 1 Million People. Wonderful 
Opportunity. 


Write: Box V-1630-58, Variety 








154 W. 46th St. New York 36. 
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‘Friendly’ Rivals 
Readers glancing through night- 
club ads of the Aug. 9 San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle were taken aback 


to see this two-column ad: “Con- 
sistent advertising on this page 
brings Results! For information 


write Ivan Paul, San Francisco Ex- 
aminer .. .” 

Explanation was that somehow 
mais of the two morning dally 
rivals had gotten mixed up, result- 
ing in a free plug for Hearst’s Ivan 
Paul (Frank Funge) on the inde- 
pendent Chronicle's nightclub 
page edited by Hal Schaefer. 





L’Affaire Hemingway-Esquire 

Ernest Hemingway isn’t going 
through with his suit to halt Es- 
quire from reprinting three of his 
short stories dealing with the 
Spanish Civil War. Last week his 
lawyer. Alired Rice, instituted 
N.Y. Supreme Court proceedings | 
to prevent the reprinting of the 
pro-Loyalist yarns Hemingway 
had done in the ‘30s, on grounds 
that to do so would more than vio- 
late property rights. 

Also, the lIawyer charged that 
reprinting would result in “great 
injury and irreparable damage” for 
reasons other than commercial 
value of the yarns. Hemingway 
subsequently denied that he was 
concerned over the reprinting of 
the stories in an anthology because 
they might cause unfavorable re- 
actions and said he was dropping 
the suit against Esquire. He 
blamed his lawyer for making the 
statements, adding that “if anyone 
thinks. I'm worried about anyone; 
reading political implications in 
my stories, he is wrong. My only 
concern is that my stories are 
straight and good,” he said 

As matters stand, Esquire will, 
publish one of the three stories! 
involved in the dispute. The yarns 
involved are “The Denunciation,” 
and “Night Before Battle’ and “The 
Butterfly and the Tank.” Latter 
will appear in the upcoming an- 
thology, “The Armchair Esquire.” 

Zolotow’s Book On The Lunts 

Dial Press’ George Joel has com- 
missioned Maurice Zolotow to do a 


book eon Alfred Lunt: and Lynn 
Fontanne. It probably will not be 
ready until next year. Meantime 


the biographer has been with them 
at their Genesee Station, Wisc., 
home, during their summer vaca- 
tion from “The Visit,” huddled 
with them in New York, made mul- 
tiple tape-recordings, and has not 
yet started to write. Only recently 
George Freedley, curator of the 
Theatre Collection of the N. Y 
Publie Library, did a book on The 
Lunts for a British house which 
specializes in publishing theatrical 
monographs. 

Zolotow, who inclines to show 
biz subjects, has one upcoming in 
the Satevepost on Ernest Adler 
theatrical hairdresser (“Fair Lady,” 
“Jamaica,” etc.); is doing another 
article, in Q. & A. style, on Good- 
man Ace for the “entertainment 
number” of Cosmopolitan (Novem- 
ber issue); and also a Q. & A. on! 
and by Jack Paar (“as told to’) for 
American Weekly. Incidentally, 
the Zolotows make their first Eu- 
ropean trip (essentially pleasure) 
in October. | 


Bromberg’s ‘World's Champs’ 

N.Y. World Telegram & Sun box- | 
ing writer Lester Bromberg has 
authored a paperback, “World's 
Champs.” a personalized story of 
all the fighters who have held the 
seven championships from  fly-| 
weight to heavyweight since the 
late 19th century, which Retail Dis- 
tributing is publishing. 

It’s a 50c 252-page job. 


Birmingham's Book 

Former Esquire editor Frederic 
A. Birmingham, who has been do-| 
ing considerable freelancing, has | 
written a novel for Crowell dealing | 
with the Ivy League man. | 

Appropriately, it’s titled “How 
Green Grews The Ivy.” 


Curtis’ Earnings Dip 

Curtis Publishing Co. prexy FE. 
MacNeal reported big dip in profits 
for the first half of this year and 
took a dimmer view of previously 
estimated gains for the full year. 
“Although signs of economic recov- 
ery are increasingly numerous,” 
the exec stated, “they have not yet 
been reflected in solid orders for 
advertising space. It is now ap- 
parent that earnings for the 1958 
are apt to beenearer $2,000,000 than 
the $3,000,000 I predicted at the 
annual meeting on April 16.” 

For the first half Curtis earned 
$1,806,532 or 27c a share on sales | 
of $95,526,280 against a net profit | 
of $4,195,508, or 95¢ a share on | 
sale of $100,501,789 in the first half 
of 1957. 





MacNeal reported the decline 
advertising linage continued in| 


in 


;the second quarter. 


For the first 
linage of the Saturday 
Evening Post was off 13.3% and 
its revenues 7.3%; the Ladies 
Home Journal dropped 22.7% and 
its revenues 22.7%. Heoliday’s lin- 
age only fell off 0.2% while its 
revenues were up 10°. 


half- ad 


Sheilah Graham & Houdini Biogs 

“Beloved Infidel: The Education 
of a Woman” is the full title ef the 
Sheilah Graham-Gerold Frank 
book for Holt publication in Nov- 
ember. It is the columnist’s per- 
sonal memoir, with accent on her 


\friendship with F. Scott Fitzgerald. 


Frank, who collaborated on the 
Lillian Roth and Diana Barrymore 
biogs, has dittoed on Miss Gra- 
ham’s memoir. 

Same pub is bringing out William 
Gresham's “Houdini: The Man Who 


Walked Through Walls,” biog of | 
the famed magician. Gresham’s | 
“Nightmare Alley,” which Fox 


filmed, also had a circus and car- 
nival background. 


Alexander’s ‘Famous Five’ 

Columnist Holmes Alexander 
has turned out a book on “The 
Famous Five,” biographing the 
the lives of the five senators 
for the Senate’s “Hall of Fame,” 
Publisher is The Bookmailer. 

Volume tells the story of Henry 
Ciay, » Daniel Webster, John C. 
Calhoun, Robert LaFollette and 
Robert A. Taft. 





Joe Ravotto’s Israe! Spot 
Joseph D. Ravotto, U.S. Public 
Affairs Officer with the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Mexico City, is shifting 
Oct. 1 to a ditto spot in Israel. 
Ravotto, a’ vet newspaperman, 
had been a longtime correspondent 


for VARIETY in surdry European 
capitals, when he was ditto for 
United Press, but with his return 
to the States—with his French 
wife Simonne—he had been ex- 
clusively in Government service. 





Alex King’s Memoir | 
Alexander King, who took four 
cures within 10 years for drug- 
addiction, was one of the first edi- 
tors of Life. a w.k. illustrator in the 
1920s, and collaborator on plays 
with Clare Booth Luce, has written 
his autobiography under the title 
of “Mine Enemy Grows Older.” 
His world was peopied with per- 
senalities in the theatre, publishing 
and art. Simon & Schuster pub- 
lishes in November. 








Argosy’s Promotion Tiein 

Argosy mag, for the first time, is 
going on a promotion kick with a 
cover story on Lowell Thomas in 
the August issue tied in with a 
“Giants of Adventure” award. The 
award, which will be an annual 
affair, was tied in with Cinerama 
for whom Thomas made “Search 
For Paradise” and “Seven Wonders 
of the World” and the Campbell- 
Ewald ad agency associated with | 
“High Adventure With Lowell | 
Thomas” tv show. | 

Presentation of the award will be | 
made to Thomas in October just 
before his new tv serics begins. 





Berle-Roeburt's Book 

Random House will publish an 
upcoming novel by Milton Berle 
and John Roeburt. 

Tentatively titled “Four Graves 
to Choluca” it is a romantic tale 
and not tn the whodunit idiom in 
which Roeburt specializes. It’s 
based on Berle’s plot. 





‘Theatre of Marivaux’ 

“The Theatre of Marivaux” by 
Kenneth N. McKee (N.Y.U. Press; 
$5) recaps the life and writings of 
Pierre Marivaux (1688 - 1763), 
French comedy writer whose works 
became known to Broadway with 
recent visits of the Comedie Fran- 
caise. Playwright did much -to 
adapt Italian commedia dell’arte 
to the French idiom, and is second 
only to Moliere as classic author 
most frequently performed in 
France. Not widely appreciated in 
his own time, Marivaux's style an- 
ticipated Diderot and Beaumar- 
chais by 50 years. His works were 
principally acted by rep troupes 
at the Theatre Italien and the The- 
atre Francaise in Paris. ‘ 

Book carries aa appreciation, in 
French, by Jean-Louis Barrault, 
contemporary interpreter of the 
dramatist, and several photos of 
Barrault productions of Marivaux. 

Rodo, 





More Anthologies 

Simon & Schuster anthological 
books, due on the fall releases, in- 
clude a silver anniversary volume 
of Chic Young’s “25 Years With 
Blondie”; a 14th collection of Walt 
Kelly’s cartoon entitled “The G.O. 
Fizzickle Pogo”; a paperback edi- 


| Gloria 


| comedies 





tion of “Scientific . American 
Reader,” $2.25 versus the original 


| $6.50 price; a collection of the tv lp SEES ESEFEFEF ESE SF OOG64666646466464664646664664646464646464666 


interviewer's pieces under the title 
of “Mike Wallace Asks” (amon 
the 40 subjects are included Diana 
Barrymore, Gov. Orville F 
Mickey Cohen, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
i Swanson, Malcolm Mug- 
geridge, Peter Ustinov, Elsa Max- 
well, Frank Lloyd Wright, Tennes- 
see Williams, Salvador Dali, Mar- 
garet Sanger, Eddie Arcaro). 
Also, “The Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein Song Book”; “Great Stories 
from the World of Sport,” edited 
by Peter Schwed and Herbert War- 
boxed 


Faubus, 


|ren Wind, a three-volume 
job for the Xmas holiday trade; 
“The Second Fireside Book of 


Basebal!,”” edited by Charles Ein- 
stein; “House “& Garden Cook 
Book”: collection of the cartoonist 
“Herblock's Spetial for Today”; 
“Neader’s Digest Treasury of Wit 
and Humor”; the humorist’s 1930- 
58 writings grouped under the tag 
of “The Most of S. J. Perelman.’ 

A. J. Liebling’s “Normandy Re- 
visited” is a book reprint of his 
New Yorker survey. 

2 One-Act Play Anthologies 

Bennett Cerf and Van H. Cart- 
mel] have edited “24 Favorite One- 
Act Plays” for Doubleday this No- 
vember, including old and new 
and tragedies from 
American, Irish, Russian, English 
and Austrian sources. In 1943 thev 


edited. another anthology of “30 
Famous One-Act Plays.” Eugene 
'O’Neill, Noel Coward, Giradoux, 
George S. Kaufman, Marc Con- 


nolly, William Inge, Dorothy Park- 
er, J. M. Barrie and Arthur Schnitz- 
ler are among the playwrights rep- 
resented 

Doubleday,s affiliated Hanover 
House is also bringing out “A 
Treasury of Non-Royalty One-Act 
Plays,” edited by Betty Smith, Wil- 
liam Kozlenko, Margaret Mayorga 
and M. Jagendorf which includes 
works by Tennessee Williams, Max- 


well Anderson, Betty Smith, Theo- 
fore Dreiser and William Butler 
Yeats. As the title indicates these 
are for school, church, little theatre 
and kindred groups, sans royalty. 
Irwin Ross’ P.R. Book 

Irwin Ross freelance’ writer, 
staff contributor to the N.Y. Post 
land regular contrib to Reader's 


Digest. has signed with Doubleday 
for a book on “Public Relations.” 
It will deal with all aspects of 
flackery from business and politics 
to religion and the lively arts. 
CHATTER 

Construction News Inc. author- 
ized to conduct a publishing busi- 
ness in Mount Vernon, N.Y. 

Alberto Moravia writes from 
Rome that Paramount will make a 
motion picture of his newest novel, 
“Two Women,” recently published 
by Farrar, Straus & Cudahy. He's 
working in collaboration with two 
other writers, an American and an 
Italian. Sophia Loren will be 
starred. 

American Heritage magazine for 
August carries a yarn, “Blondin, 
the Hero of Niagara,” by Lloyd 
Graham, dealing with the French 
equilibrist who several times in 


1859 and in the early ‘60s walked | 


a cable stretched 190 feet above 
the Niagara River just below the 
Falls. 

Irving Kristol, former coeditor 
with British poet Stephen Spender 
of Encounter, Anglo-American 
monthly published in London, is 
new editor of the fortnightly mag- 
azine, The Reporter, which Max 
Ascoli founded 10 years ago. Lat- 


ter continues as publisher and edi- 


tor-in-chief. 

The Washington (Pa.) Reporter 
observed its 150th anniversary of 
continuous publication Aug. 15 
with a 240-page edition which had 
to go press six hours earlier so 
that its nearly 10,000 subscribers 
could have normal delivery. The 
special sesquicentennial edition 
weighed three pounds nine ounces 
and had seven editions. 





Gibbs Book Revisions 


The death of Wolcott Gibbs 
last Saturday (16) at his sum- 
mer home on Fire Island, 
N. Y., willeforce Henry Holt & 
Co. to tone down some of the 
advertising and _ exploitation 
for the critic -playwright's 
forthcoming book, “More in 
Sorrow.” The revisions may 
include the Charles Addams 
jacket and a blurb by James 
Thurber. Even the book’s title 
now has an unfortunate ring. 

The Thurber piece ineludes, 
ameng others, such references 
as, “He (Gibbs) is probably the 
only American writer now 
able to be up and around,” 
and also, “The reader's only 
sorrow will be that this gener- 
ous helping of Gibbs is not 
enough. He should go back, 
then, and read the book.” 

The scheduled publication 
date of the volume remains 
Sept. 15. 
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| Hollywood, Aug. 19 
Years ago I'd date this one Sydney, Australia, and Iet it ride. But 
today you can’t fan yourself with a mackerel and call it a sea voyage. 


Come next April 15 one of the Infernal Revenue hired hands would 
tap you on the shoulder and ask, “How come you ran a column from 
Australia last year and your income tax return does not show any de- 
duction for such a trip?” 

You can’t tell the Covernment ground-mole that you didn’t really 


take the trip but ran into Gordon Currie on Hollywood Blvd. and he 
had just returned from a year Down Under and was so full of ribald 
{and razor-sharp observations that if you just tapped his head you could 
| pour yourself a column. The admission would probably get you clinked 
for perjury, now a bigger crime in the land than murder, my sweet 


So perhaps it’s better to go straight and give the credit all to Gor- 
die. He, you may remember, is the top cartoonist and caricaturist, who 
merged his art with formica so that his images will still be around 
| 10,000 years from now. He made sure to add his signature so that Leo- 
narco da Vinci would not get the credit 

The last time I ran into him he had just toured America playing 
banks for a percentage of the added biz he brought to their IBM and 
Cadillac and a 30-foot 


Burroughs adding machines. He toured in a 
trailer and worked a few hours a day in bank lobbies, sketching for 
free the first hundred. peasants who lined up. Crowds of thousands 


came to gape and deposit their funds 

He's back for another series to finish some commitments, this time 
sporting a Continental, having skipped from Australia when offered 
a five-year tv contract. “I don’t want to tie up with any outfit that 
long. That's a prison sentence for a capital crime.” 

He can sing, do 10 dialects and is working on a satirical format for 
late night shows. “It’s for people who like to laugh at themselves as 
well as other people. I'm a humorist. That’s a comedian who doesn't 
tell dirty stories. When writers of comedy get tired they invariably 
flop in the gutter. I've noticed several shows heading that way since 
I returned. I prefer clean sheets and clean comedy.” 

He does, too. He's been selling friendship between nations for 
years. He doesn't butter up any of them. But there is no malice in his 
wonderland. 


° 


Ever Hear Of Baune? 

Australia has both government and commercial tv. The government 
channel is run along BBC lines. In fact, he says, it is impossible to get 
a job on the channel! unless (1) you have an English accent, (2) are a 
bit queer, (3) favor Communists and (4) are dull. 

“But Australia has the sharpest news analyst in the world,” he qual- 


ifie’. He's Eric Baune. Once my. betenoir, today he makes Murrow, 
Sevareid, Huntley, and all the rest sound like Casper Milquetoasts. 
Murrow’s job on the late Senator Joseph McCarthy would be routine 
for Baune. He goes on in that couragecus and honest vein every day.” 


Even the tv gossip colmunists shoot to kill. When he was home Cur- 
rie took on the job of catching tv s for the Sydney Morning Her- 
ald for a stretch. He shot stuff like this 

“The Johnny Gredula Show ‘Pacific Cruise’ is supposed to be the 
kind of entertainment presented at a ship’s concert. If any ship pre- 
sented a show of this calibre I'd jump. overboard. The compere, a Mr. 

Michael Charlton, gave a very top-drawer performance of a very bor- 
ing sea captain. I learned later that he wasn’t acting. He is always that 
way on tv. Pacific Cruise shows will do a lot for air travel.” 

“Sir Winston Churchill's son Randolph has the distinction of being 
one of the top flops of television.” 

“Channel 9 should swap its problems with Channel 7. Every execu- 
tive I meet seems to know how to solve the other stations’ problems. 
But not his own.” 

“In Akron, Ohio, I saw a trickle of people go to see and hear Lib- 
erace in the famed Rubber Bow! ‘seating capacity 110,000) and he was 
billed second to the stock car races. He turned in a $40,000 loss on 
Australia.” 

“The LeGarde Twins, Aussie cowboys, are doing a spot on Teenage 
Time, a very hicky afternoon effort.” 

“The man with a family can pay off a tv set for far less than it costs 
him to take his brood to the movies even once a week. It is also cheaper 
to feed them at home than a drive-in.” 

“Who gave the command for the Command Performance? I found 
‘the show to be second-rate in more ways than one.” 

“I have to admit that Jim Russell does look like a koala bear .. . 
but isn't that typically Australian?” 

“Lord Buzz Kennedy is so busy taking care of arrangements for the 
visit of the Queen Mother that his own TV Town Show has gone off 
the air. This is really géod news.” 

“George Burns and Gracie Alien are consistently good in their com- 
edy series. George, Gracie and their writers used to try out their rou- 
itines on the lift passengers at the Hollywood Plaza Hotel. It was my 
| luck to live on the seventh floor, so I was well ahead on the gags by 
the time we hit the ground.” c 

“Art and the Kids in an ‘unrehearsed show with American children,’ 
according to TCN-9.” Currie told his Australian readers in detail how 
the kids are screened for the Linkletter show, and rehearsed even to 
'a final run-through. “This is a million dollar operation and too much 
|is at stake to risk a sponsor's product on an uninhibited youngster. But 
it’s a good show.” 

Sydney's two top newspapers own competing commercial tv stations. 
One is owned by the Morning Herald, owned by a Mr. Henderson whose 
|child’s tastes establish his choices. “Her love is a Captain Fortune 
| whose mind matches those of children of eight going on seven. His 
| chief dialog is to let out a whoop when the cereal pops. No one can 
talk to Mr. Henderson, not even in tie elevator, in the hope of im- 
proving his programs because he has a lift exclusively for his own use.” 
| His rival is a Mr. Packer who owns the Daily Telegraph and Channel 
|9. Packer was a former tank commander and still acts as he were-rid- 
|ing herd on a hidden enemy. His chief threat to Captain Fortune is 
| the Mickey Mouse Club. They play opposite each other and partisans 
|have been known to split their personalities so wide open you could 
| drive a camel through their lobes. “My mother switched to the Captain 
instead of Mickey once and I believe the shock caused her death.” 

Then there’s a Walking Charlie Moses who hiked 50 miles on his 50th 
| birthday. “Boy, there's a tv attraction.” 

The government channel which Charlie heads taps auditors five 
pounds a year and gives them programs like Amos and Andy, Life with 
| Elizabeth (Betty White, not the Queen!), Liberace and a few other cul- 
tural items. 

There’s a “Meet the Press” on Channel 9 that Currie believes should 
be called “Meet The Consolidated Press” because the interviewers are 

all from one newspaper. They act in awe of the schmo they are inter- 
viewing. 

What’s My Line, To Tell The Truth and I've Got A Secret are merged 
into a half-hour lapskaus on Channel 9. Currie played it one time by 
jusing half a dozen dialects. When he went to collect his money the 
producer said, “It's such a paltry amount and you have plenty.” 
| os took it anyway and bought a pint of petro! for his Contin- 
| ental, 

“But the country still has Erie Baune,” summed up Currie, “and 
what the world needs is a regiment of courageous news analysts like 
him—America most of all.” 
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Broadway 


Midtown bars, pubs and pop 
priced eateries booming with Vet- 
eran of Foreign Wars influx. 

The J. J. Shuberts and son John 
sailing for Naples today (Wed.) on 
the S.S. Cristoforo Colombo. 

Joseph Pincus, casting director 
of 20th-Fox, off to Europe today 
(Wed.) on the Queen Mary. 

fy Heller, manager of Lindy’s, 
marking his 48th year on Broad- 
way as a restaurateur, and his 19th 
anniversary as major domo with) 
Lindy’s. 

Ex-RKOite Leon J. Bamberger 
personal - managing Uruguayan 
singer Esteban, known as “Mr. | 
Latin America.” 

Information on Ada Jones, thé 
musicomedy star who died in 1922, 
is being sought by Milford H. Far- 
go, of the music education depart- 
ment of the Eastman School of 
Music, Rochester. 

“Auntie Mame” coauthor Jerome 
Lawrence (and Robert E. Lee) flew 
to London yesterday (Tues.) to 
watch rehearsals of Beatrice Lil- 
lie's version which opens Sept. 11 
at the Adelphi, London. 

William Ebersol has been given 
the top management job at the 
Hotel Pierre, succeeding the late 
Frank Paget, prez and managing 
director of the Paul Getty-owned 
hostelry. Ebersol was Paget's long- 
time first lieutenant. 

Mrs. Tobe Coller Davis, Milwau- 





kee-born international fashion 
writer ("Tobe Says” column is 
widely syndicated) became the 


first recipient of the Gimbels Mil- 
waukee Fashion Forum Award in 
a ceremony last night (Tues.) in 
that city. 

Dr. Leo Michel, w.k. in show biz, 
will be feted on his 50th anni 
Oct. 15 in the grand ballroom of the 
Hotel Astor, N.Y. Proceeds to the 
Birth of a Baby Foundation, of 
which Peggy Wood is honorary na-- 
tional president. Alan Corelli is 
executive chairman of the dinner 
committee. 

Cynda Glenn, Franco-American 
comedienne, back to her Paris 
base this weekend following an 
extended New York stay for sur- 
gery. Now shipshape. Heads for 
Venice with Denise Varnac (Mrs. 
Erich Von Stroheim) who will ac- 
cept a Film Festival award to the 
late actor-director- producer. 

Seymour Moses, longtime with 
Metro overseas in sundry manag- 
erial posts, now veepee of and 
secretary of Peerless Travel Bu- 
reau, of which he became a 
when he left Paul Tausig & n. 
Moses is an attorney who was the 
Franco-American public relations 
officer during World War II. 

After 30 years in the woolen 
business, S. Stanley Garfinkel, 
w.k. in show biz as a boulevardier 
and backer, has liquidated M. Gar- 
finkel’s Sons Inc., a firm founded 
in 1885, and is training to be a 
Wall Streeter with the firm of John 
H. Kaplan & Co., members of the 
N.Y. Stock Exchange, of which 
Garfinkel in turn was long a cus- 
tomer. 


Joe Carroll, boniface of the 
Villanova’ restaurant, longtime 
Variety street (46th) landmark 


favored by aficianodos of good 
Italian food like Jimmy Durante, 
Guy Lombardo, Frank Sinatra, 
Rocco Vocco and others, after dud- 
ing up a Roslyn (L.1.) roadhouse 
counterpart, also calling it the 
Villanova, sold the property for a 
factory. Many small manufactur- 
ing plans are moving out to Long 
Island. 

Howard Reinheimer, personal at- 
torney for Mark Hanna, advised 
the late agent’s longtime (24 years) 
aide, Molly Binion, that, as execu- 
tor of Hanna’s will, he knew that 
she was the sole heir of all the 
agent’s worldly goods—his office, 
home, furnishings. and the busi- 
ness. Miss Binion and he had long 
been mulling taking in a junior 
assistant which she now plans do- | 
ing. She has a couple of candi- | 
dates, whom Hanna had favored in| 
their preliminary discussions. 

After a policy difference with 
Fred Roozen, whom William Zeck- | 
endorf Jr. brought into the Hotels | 
Astor and Manhattan operations 
from Luchow’s, his five-year con- 
tract has been settled and Roozen 
is off on a Bermuda vacation. Pol- 
icy clash embraced not only Zeck- 
endorf but Frank W. Krtidel, man- 
aging director of the Manhattan, 
and Serge Obolensky, ditto of the 
Astor. George Stritch, ex-Colony 
restaurant sommelier who was gen- 
eral aide to Roozen, is now absorb- 
ing latter’s duties as general food 
and spirits supervisor. 





Las Vegas 


By Forrest Duke 
(DUdley 2-6100) 

Hugh O'Brien water skiing with 
the Sahara's Stan Irwin at Lake 
Mead. 

Abe Schiller of Flamingo under- 
went surgery at Cedars of Lebanon 





in Hollywood. ; 

Monte Proser obtained rights to 
“Let’s Face It,” Broadway show 
which included Mrs. Proser (Jane 
Ball) and Danny Kaye in the cast. 
He will produce it at the Tropicana 
next year. 

In appreciation of Al Capp’s pai 
ticipation in preem of “Li’] Abner” 
set to open at Riviera Sept. 1, hotel 


is making a contribution to the) 


Sister Kenny Fund, of which Capp 
is chairman. 


Warren (Doc) Bayley, Hacienda | 


chief, and his wife tossed a cock- 
tail party for Mr. and Mrs. Bruce 
Davis, who were in Las Vegas for 
the first time since they recovered 
from injuries received in a plane 
crash. Davis is Hacienda’s enter- 
tainment director. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 


Ingrid Bergman in Paris with 
her daughter. 

Greta Garbo’s photo made all 
French papers this week. 

Rosalind Russel and Fred Bris- 
sou. thru on way to Riviera to 


houseguest with the convalescing 


Jack Warner. 

Batoneer Harry Sosnik and his 
wife Betty doing the town before 
heading for Rome. On return to 
States takes over new Lucky Strike 
tele format. 

Pierre Blanchar returns to acting 
with top role in French legit ver- 
sion of Reginald Rose’s “Twelve 
Angry Men” next season. Michel 
Vitold stages, 

Marcel Pagliero off to helm a 
French-Japanese coproduction, “In 


|The Steps of Marco Polo,” which 


will take him through Iran, Mon- 
golia, China, India and Japan. 

Apollo Theatre will become an 
eight - story apartment house. 
Other theatre owners trying to sell 
their houses. Usually theatres are 
not allowed to be sold to keep up 
the cultural aspects of Paris. 

Brigitte Bardot’s mother penned 
a book called “Brigitte Bardot, My 
Daughter” which sets out to prove 
that the new world pic sex symbol 
is a serious young girl interested 
—_ in finding the man of her 
ife. 

Lowering of taxes and credit 
minumums on_ household appli- 
ances, which 
sets, may start a run on tv receiv- 
ers and lead to a corresponding 
rise in growing tv danger to films 
here. More than 1,000,000 sets are 
now in operation. 

Amsterdam 
By Hans Saaltink 

(121 Pythagorasstraat; 56316) 

Walt Disney’s “Perri” well re- 
ceived. 

Dutch tv set count now 
300,000. 

Spanish circus “Circo Boltini” 
in Amsterdam. 

Hope-Fernandel vehicle, “Paris 
Holiday” (UA), at the Tuschinsky. 

Nederlandse Comedie will pro- 
duce Claude Magnier’s comedy 
“Oscar.” 

Universal reissuing old horror 
pix “Frankenstein” and “Phantom 
Of The Opera.” 

Condyctor Hans Lichenstein be- 
comes First Conductor of Royal 
Flemish Opera in Antwerp, effec- 
tive September 1. 

Job Sanders rehearsing his bal- 
let “Streetcorner Royalty” with 
Nederlands Ballet, music is by 
Jack Monrose. 

Netherlands Opera 
next season program. 
“Fledermaus,” “Andrea Chenier,’ 
“Fra Diavolo,” “Orfeo,” “La Bo- 
heme,” “Tosca,” “Madame Butter- 
fly,” and “Tabarro.” 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Robert Alda teamed with son 
Alan and Bernice Parks in current 
“Three Men on a Horse” for 

Chagrin Valley Playhouse. 


about 


announced 
Includes 


Mimi Kelly got boyish hairdo for | 


lead role in “Peter Pan,” with 
Martyn Green co-starred for fort- 
night by Musicarnival Tent Thea- 
tre. 

Herman Pirchner shuttered Al- 
pine Village for August, resuming 
after Labor Day, but keeping his 
Eldorado Club going with Joe 
Baldi orch. 

Playwright Samuel Taylor here 
to see first staging of his unpro- 
duced 13-year-old drama labeled 
“I Know My Love,” at Berea Sum- 
mer Theatre. 

Milton Krantz, manager of legit 
Hanna, has already hit 50% of his 
season’s advance sale quota—5,000 
subscribers for Theatre-Guild- 
American Theatre Society series 
of eight winter shows. 

Last-minute switch in castings 
had Walter Cassel, Met opera bari- 
tone, replacing David Atkinson 
opposite Patricia Morison in Ken- 
ley Players’ edition of “Kiss Me 
engl at Warren’s Packard Music 

a 


also includes video | 


London 


(COVent Garden 1035/6/7) 


| Ann Todd taking over Claire 
Bloom role in “Duel Of Angels” 
{on Sept. 1. 

| Alan Tucker, publicity director 
of Columbia Pictures, engaged to 
actress Mildred Mayne. 

More than $40,000 was collected 
in Rank theatres to aid Royal Na- 
| tional Institute for the Blind. 

Lionel Gadsden, now appearing 
the Savoy, celebrated his 80th 
birthday. 

Lucille and Eddie Roberts open- 
ed a cabaret season at the Dorches- 
iter. Los Indiog.also bowed in at 
the Colony. 

J. Lee Thompson, director of 
|“‘Iee Cold in Aley,” one of guest 
|lecturers at British Film Institute 
Summer School, 

Richard Sale named northern 
regional controller for Rank Screen 
Services and will operate out of 
their Manchester and Leeds offices. 

Emlyn Williams to do a three- 
weeks season of “A Boy Growing 


Up” based on Dylan Thomas 
stories, starting at Globe Theatre 
Sept. 2. 


E. J. Carpenter, secretary of 
South Midlands branch of Cinema- 
|tograph Exhibitors’ Assn., leaving 
for New York for a two_to three 
months U.S. stay. 

Sylvia Syms finished work on 
her latest film, “The Freshman,” 
and next day started rehearsals for 
“The Strangers,” her first West End 
play in two years. 


Director Anthony Asquith and | Steele’s “Smart Affairs” in Club|a scene in 


actor Paul Massie to Montreal for 
Canadian preem of “Orders To 
Kill.” Later, they go on to New 
York for U.S. opening. 

| Gerald Croasdell named general 
secretary of British Actors Equity, 
succeeding the late Gordon Sandi- 
son. Hugh Jenkins becomes assist- 
ant general secretary. 

Nicholas Joy planing back to 
New York for a Hollywood screen 
assignment which he was able to 
accept in view of London post- 
ponement of “Top Banana.” 

“The Goddess” (Col), currently 
on pre-release engagement at the 
Curzon, to be screened at Edin- 
burgh Festival. Paddy Chayefsky, 
now on Riviera, expected to at- 
tend. 

Eliot Hyman, prexy of Asso- 
ciated Artists Productions, in for 
conferences with Norman Katz on 
|future foreign operations, from 
both a tv and a theatrical stand- 
point. 

Emlyn Williams, back from 
a sixmonths’ tour of Australia and 
New Zealand with his Dickens and 
Dylan Thomas readings, is plan- 
ning a new one-man show for 
London and New York. 

Carl Foreman planed to Italy to 
|join producer Aubrey Baring and 
art director Geoffrey Drake in 
|scouting locations for his next 
| Columbia production “The Guns 
| of Navarone,” which he is scripting 
from Alistair MacLean’s novel. 





| Vienna 

By Emil W. Maass 

/ (Grosse Schiffgasse 1 A; 

Tel. 35-61-56) 

| Two winter festival weeks will 
be held at Salzburg in January 

| 1959, concerts and legit per- 

| formances. 


Fred Adimueller, Vienna’s lead- | 


ing haute couture, supplying cos- 
tumes to Volkstheatre premieres 
| as well as film productions. 
| Innsbruck and Linz City Thea- 
tres will preem simultaneously the 
| opera, “Wonder Island,” by Franz 
Schubert. A. Homolka adapted the 
| libretto. 

Bregenz Festival committee de- 
cided to add next year old Italian 
operas on program. As operetta, 
Johann Strauss’ “1,000 and One 
Nights” selected. 

Vienna Film (Otto Duerer) will 
start on Carl Zuckmayer’s “A Sum- 
mer in Austria” under direction of 
Rudolf Jugert. World distribu- 
tion by Transocean, Munich, 


Boston 
_ By Guy Livingston 
(344 Little Bldg.; HAneock 6-8386) 

Johnny Mathis booked to open 
at Salisbury Beach Frolic, 

Dave Kaplan, Trans-Lux mana- 
ger, a candidate for State Senate. 

Elinor Hughes, Boston Herald 
drama critic, back from month in 
Paris. 

Bradford Hotel planning to re- 
| open its roof nitery for upcoming 
season. 

Controversial French film, “Case 
of Dr. Laurent,” booked into the 
Mayflower. 
| Lawrence Welk cracked record 
jat Boston Arena with sellout for 
| one nighter. 

Hub legit season set to open 
Sept. 2 with new play, “Howie,” 
| at the Wilbur. 

Lee Falk bringing back “Sep- 
| arate Tables” for return date at 
Boston Summer Theatre Sept. 8 


in “The Trial Of Mary Dugan” at | 


k. 
"le Michaels, assistant manager 


Boston Theatre, visiting tv writer 
son in Hollywood. 

Charlene Bartley, former band 
singer with Donohue at the Statler, 
set for the Statler, L.A., Sept. 4. 


Fire Island, N. Y. 


By Mike Gross 
Joseph Fields holed up for week- 
|end with the Jerry Chodorovs. 
Danny Simon heading for Coast 
to work on George Gobel Show. 
Cleffers clambake at Seaview 
with Frederick Loewe weekending 
| with Harold J. Rome. Z 
| Sam Locke, “Fair Game” au- 
\thor, back at F.I. after a U.K. job 
lfor Charles K. Feldman. 
Men’s fashion scribe Bert Bach- 
rach Ocean Beaching it with pi- 
anist-composer son Bert Bachrach 


Jr. 

Lester Gottlieb, CBS-TV  pro- 
gramming exec, back at F.I. after 
a week in Canada with daughter 
Imogene. 

Paul Jones, assistant exec sec- 
retary of Actors Equity, at Ocean 
Bay Park -with his family for a 
week's hiatus. 


Atlantic City 

By Joe W. Walker 
Flo Dreyer quintet into Tony 
| Mart’s in suburban Somers Point. 
| Damito Jo plus Roy Branker 
featured in Hotel Brighton’s Punch 
| Bowl. 
Arthur Lee Simpkins into La 














| Harlem. 

|} Anna Russell star of Ventnor 
| Music Festival's first show of an- 
| nual summer series. 

| Bess Myerson, a former Miss 
| America, opened Sheraton Ritz- 
| Carlton’s “Miss America Room” at 
a press cocktail party. 

Jean Nelson into Peacock Inn at 
| Haddon Hall. John Harris host to 
arena managers and “Ice Capades” 
cast at Hackney’s big seafood spot. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
(Glasgow: BEArsden 5566) 
Connie Francis set for week at 

Empire, Glasgow. 

Citigens’ Theatre, Glasgow, re- 
— for new season, 
Edinburgh Empire 
after temporary closure. 
Jackie Dennis, boy singer, head- 

lining in vaude at Glasgow. 
“Night to Remember” (Rank) 
opened to good biz at Oden, Glas- 


gow. 

Alistair McHarg, Scot singer, 
inked for new BBC-TV series from 
Edinburgh. 

Scottish National Orch set for 
series of Sunday afternoon con- 
certs on Scot tv. 

Scot indie tv launching new 
weekly family series with Geoff 
Rimmer directing. 

Roy Kinnear replacing Roddy 
McMillan as live actor in “Mr. 
Fixit” puppet series. 

Jack Anthony pacted to star with 
Stanley Baxter in pantomime at 
King’s Theatre, Edinburgh. 

_ Ann Fields, Scot soubret, marry- 
ing Ron Robson (of Four Jones 
Boys) at Great Yarmouth Aug. 30. 

“Summer Fair” substituting for 
|“One O'Clock Gang” mid day ty 
joe during latter’s vacation lay- 
off. 
| Robert Flemyng, currently on 
|tour in “Dear Delinquent,” prepar- 
| ing for N.Y. trip, tv and other 
| dates. 


| Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Stampa Estera; Tel. 675 906) 
Anna Magnani turned down co- 

starring role in Carlo Ponti’s pro- 
duction of “Two Women.” 

An Italian producer is planning 
}a film version of Pushkin’s “The 
| Crime Of Boris Godunov,” with 
|music by Mussorgski. 

Twenty new video transmitters 
installed along Italo boot by RAI- 
TV, local telenet, bring this coun- 
try’s impressive total to 166. 

Italo pie boxoffice shrank some 
4% under 1957 figures during first 
three months of this year. tae 
topped local b.o. picture, however. 

Anita Exberg and Anthony Steel 
touring Italy on vacation, heading 
for Capri. She’s slated for an 
Italian film “The Sign Of Rome.” 

Mamie Van Doren hosted at 
press party at new INCOM Studios 
outside Rome, in honor of “Sabri- 
= Beautiful Legs,” her local 
stint. 

RAI collaborated with BBC for 
a live telecast from Italian riviera 
to Britain. Show, called “Afternoon 
In Portofino,” was emceed by Mary 
Malcom, 

Robert Siodmak planning pic to 
be shot in Italy, to be scripted by 
Diego Fabbri, Edoardo Anton, and 
Ben Barzman for an Italian com- 
puny headed by Marcello D'Amico. 
Pie takes place in Sena and in- 
volves .kidnap of boy. 


: 


reopened 











Hollywood 


Suzy Parker renewed by 20th- 


Ox. 

Robert Montgomery Jr. hired an 
ae ick Powell h 

c owe itting the road 

tub-thump “The Hunters.” - 

Metro will film H. G. Wells’ “The 
Time Machine” in England. 

Otto Preminger gave up Jean 
Seberg’s contract to Columbia. 

Artie Shaw will be bio-filmed as 
“The Trouble With Cinderella.” 

Alan Wieder, ex-Metro, doing 
f.r. for Motion Picture Distribut- 
ing Corp. 

Ben Bard renewed by 20th-Fox 
for third year as head of new talent 
department. 


Carl Dudley previewed “Cine- 
rama South Seas” for 800 travel 
|agents in Chicago. 

Bandman Ray Anthony will have 
a straight acting role in “Night Of 
The Quarter Moon.” 

Jimmy Van Heusen and Sammy 
Cahn writing title tune for “Night 
of the Quarter Moon.” 

Judy Lewis using her real name 
as actress to avoid trading on her 
mother, Loretta Young. 

Jessie Royce Landis back in pic- 
tures after two-year retirement as 
wife of Maj. Gen. John Seitz. 

Elena Verdugo to N.Y. for prelim 
talks on her replacement of Judy 
Holliday in “Bells Are Ringing.” 

Jerry Bressler will have camera 
| crews for “Life Of Stephen Crane” 
| in Florida, Cuba, Greece and Lon- 
| don. 
| Billy Wilder will have walls of 
“Some Like It Hot” 
covered with old timers from all 
walks of show biz. 

More than 1,500 names of Hol- 
lywood’s great, past and present, 
| are being imbedded in the side- 
| walks. Missing will be Charles 


Chaplin, 
Chicago 


(Delaware 17-4984) 

Al Hibbler current at Roberts 
Show Lounge. 

Minas Booras, one of Blue Angel 
bosses, off. to Europe. 

Manny Opper and Ronalds Bros, 
cobilled at Town Casino. 

Jerry Connors doing deejay- 
interview stanza from Club Waikiki 
on WNMP, Evanston. 

Chuck ancisco, WJJD deejay 
featured in “Oh Men, Oh Women,’ 
current at Drury Lane. 

John Crawford, former leading 
man of Tenthouse Theatre com- 
pany, now living in England, where 
he’s had featured parts in four 
films. 

Gerri Anne Raphael, playing in 
“Boy Friend” at Music Theatre, is 
on leave of absence from Cherry 
Lane off-Broadway production of 
same show. 

“Light Up The Sky,” with Denise 
Darcei and Studs Terkel at Hins- 
dale Summer Theatre, shapes as 
critical hit of current strawhat 
season with four positive notices, 
three of them raves. 

Janet Pevak, who played femme 
lead in both “Brigadoon” and 
“Fanny” at Highland Park Music 
Theatre, leaves for N.Y. this week 
for rehearsals of “Little Women,” 
in which she'll play Meg. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 
(1753 Calais Dr.; Union 5-5389) 

Harry Mufson back at the Eden 
Roe and nixing reports he'd sold 
his interest. 

Fontainebleau started ground- 
work for 5,000-seat auditorium-con- 
vention hall. 

New luxury motel rising next to 
Americana; 350-room Singapore, 
will have a nitery. 

City’s new exhibition hall seat- 
ing 15,000° nearing completion; 
official unveiling skedded for 
October. 

Simon Metric, Gotham theatrical 
attorney and investor, bought the 
Monterrey motel and Westover 
Arms Apartments here. 

Americana hotel will install a 
revue latter part of year. Selma 
Marlowe is ged ange produc- 
tion, with Sid Kuller scripting. 

Saxony Hotel dickering name 
bands for new Skyline Cafe now 
being built atop plushery. Guy 
Lombardo, Harry James among 
those on bid list. 

With Sophie Tucker set to open 
the season and Betty Grable follow- 
ing, E. M. Loew and Ed Risman are 
after Ritz Bros., for a later date 
at their Latin Quarter on Palm 
Island. 

Americana’s Larry Tisch signed 
papers to install a revue for mini- 
mum four-week run in the Bal 
ae begining mid-December. 
Produced by elma Marlowe 
Harris with Sid Kuller scripting. 

Florida-produced “Wind Across 
The Everglades” (Budd Schulberg, 
et al) world-preems at key Florida 
State chain (Par) houses in area 
Aug. 20 with Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Sammy Renick among those in cast 
on hand, 
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OBITUARIES 


MARK HANNA 
Mark Hanna, 59, died Aug. 14 


in N.Y. of a cerebral hemorruacze. | 


Longtime literary and talent agent, 


exceptional in his type and a cele- 
brity on the town in his own right, | 
he had no known relatives. His 
azency becomes the property of | 
hs iongtime associate, Molly 
Binion. 


A fuller news account, and nes- 
talgia appears elsewhere in this 
issue. 





NELLIE REVELL 

Nellie Revell, 85, a legendary 
woman among Broadway legit and 
circus advance agents and pud- 
] cists, died peacably in University 
Hospital, N.Y., early last Monday 
(Aug. 11) morning where she had 
been the past three weeks as result 
of a fall in her Hotel Flanders 
(N.Y.) apartment. She was a resi- 
ent of that 47th St. hostelry, in 


Hier son-in-law, nn 
Whitteker, technical editor of The 


Rudder, a yachting magazine, was |} 


instructed by her brother, Edward 
MacAleney, to ship the body to 
Springfield, Ill., for burial in the 
family plot. He has been retired 
for many years; was a one-time 
state senator. Miss Revell’s daugh- 
ter, Loretta, is Mrs. Whitteker. 
She also leaves a granddaughter 
and four great grandchildren. 
Whitteker states that “trunks 
and trunks of theatrical memora- 
bilia” have been housed in the 
Hotel Flanders store-rooms and he 
has enlisted Variety to assist in 





In Memory 
Of My Beloved Brother 


LUCIEN DENNI 


Dec. 23, 1886 Aug. 19, 1947 


Harry Denni 





channeling much of the show biz 
lore to a proper repository, such as 
the Theatrical Collection of the 
N.Y. Public Library 

While the fractured hip last May 
had been knitting, her age was tell- 
irg on Miss Revell, hence her ad- 
mission to the University Hospitai 
for further care. She lived alone 
at the Flanders and was otherwise 
in good health, had good eyesight 
still wrote a little, 

Daughter Loretta was of show 
biz when she spelled her mother 


on her former “Neighbor Nell” 
radio program on WEAF (now 
WRCA), N.Y. 


Miss Revell was married three 
times, but retained her surname 
from husband No. 2, Joe Revell. 
Her third husband was Arthur J. 
Kellar, a legit p.a., who died some 
years ago. 


Miss Revell’s “Off The Chest” | 
was a longtime column feature in| 


Variety during the 1920s. The title 
was borrowed from her then in- 
capacitation as a result of a spinal 
paralysis, 
duced by inexperienced chiroprac- 
tic treatment. While long bed- 
ricden she wrote _ prolifically 
in a lying-down position, with her 
ped propped on her chest. As a 
articular show biz favorite, both 
necause of her wide acquaintance 
and further induced by her ex- 
traordinary courage during the 
leng convalescence, she long held 
late-afternoon “court” in her room 
in St. Vincent’s Hospital for many 
a show biz name and others. 

A savvy publicist in an era when 
lady pressagents were a novelty, 
she herself was good copy, and the 
many scrapbooks to which her son- 
in-law refers probably attests to 
that. 

She was said to have been the 
first woman hired by Charles 


Chapin, famed city editor of the) 


old N. Y. World who wound up in 
Sing Sing for manslaughter of his 
wife. When she joined the World 
staff then, at the turn of the centu- 
ry, it included staffers like Irvin 
S. Cebb. 


_ Her father was editor and pub- 
lisher of the Springfield (Ill.) Re- 
publican. She left her family’s 
newspaper for the Chicago Journal, 
then to the Denver Post, Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, San Francisco 
Chronicle and the old Chi Times. 

When she left the World for the 
Old. N.Y. Evening Mail, which 
Frank Munsey eventually merged 
into the Evening Telegram, she was 
then writing a column which the 
merged papers put on the woman’s 
page. She resented being filed 
under “woman’s page” and feft the 
Mail to become p.a. for Al Jolson. 

She was publicity head of the 
old Keith-Orpheum circuit, and 
handled the Winter Garden for the 
Shuberts, later Charles Dilling- 


ham, Martin Beck and others. 


a 
tic heart of Times Square, for 13) 
y 


J. Kenneth 


said to have been in-| 


WOLCOTT GIBBS 
| Wolcott Gibbs, 56, drama critic 
for the New Yorker magazine and 
a playwright, died Aug. 16 at his 
summer home in Ocean Beach, Fire 
Island, N.Y. He had apparentiy 
suffered a heart attack. 

Gibbs, who had been with the 
New Yorker since 1927, scored as 
a playwright with “Season in the 
Sun,” which was produced on 
Broadway in 1950 and had a suc- 
cessful run. The play was based 
on a collection of his stories and 
essays, published first in the New 
Yorker and then in book form, 
under the “Season” title. 

He joined the New Yorker as a 
copy reader after having worked as 
a reporter for Long Island news- 
papers. In 1928, he acquired the 
title of associate editor, which he 
held until 1937, when he took over 
the “Talk of the Town” section. In 
1940, he succeeded Robert Bench- 
ley as drama critic. He had also re- 
viewed films for a one-year pericd. 

Besides the magazine pieces in- 
volved in “Season in the Sun,’ 
others were included in “A Bed 
of Neuroses,” a book published in 
| 1937. In 1954, Gibbs began publish- 
ing The Fire Islander, a_ local 
Ocean Beach newspaper, which he 
discontinued about a year ago. 
Gibbs recently completed a new 
book, “More in Sorrow,” which is 
scheduled for fall publication by 
Henry Holt & Co., Inc. 

Although he was reviewer since 
1940, Gibbs didn’t hold a very high 
opinion of his job. “I’ve always 
felt,” he said, “that play criticism 
was a silly occupation for a grown 
man.” He also maintained that writ- 
ing about films was “preposterous 
...in any publication not intended 
| to be read while chewing gum.” 
| Wife, a son and a daughter sur- 
vive. 











| 

‘BIG BILL’ BROONZY 

| “Big Bill” Broonzy, 65, blues 
singer of two continents, died Aug. 
15 in Chicago of cancer. The one- 
time redcap was credited with 
cleffing some 350 blues songs, and 
made some 260 records from 1925 
to 1952. He gained probably his 
greatest acceptance in Europe 
which he toured in 1951 and ’54. 

He was born William Lee Con- 
ley Broonzy in Mississippi, and 
from the age of 14 worked as a 
laborer, cook and foundryman. He 
went to Chi in 1920 and took a 
redcap’s job, but in his later Windy 
City years operated a south side 
saloon and worked as a janitor. 

Broonzy made countless hoot- 
enany appearances and for a span 
of two years was featured in an 
“I Come For to Sing” troupe in 
the Chi Blue Note and Gate of 
Horn night spots. Couple of years 
ago, when he took ill and required 
surgery, Chi show bizzers staged 
a benefit and raised $2,300 for the 
| medical bills. 

Ranked one of the great so-called 
“primitive” guitarists, Broonzy re- 
cently published his autobiogra- 
| phy, “Big Bill Broonzy” (with the 
help of a Belgian jazzophile aman- 
uensis). 

Survived by wife, four sisters 
and a brother. 





BONAR COLLEANO 

Bonar Colleano, 34, American 
actor who appeared in numerous 
films in England and Europe, died 
| Aug. 17 in Birkenhead, England, 
|; when his car smashed through a 
fence while he was on his way 
home from a theatre at nearby 
Liverpool. 

A member of the wellknown 
Colleano circus and vaude family, 
he played the Palace in New York 
when he was five years old. He 
appeared on the London stage in 
“A Bell for Adano,” “A Streetcar 
|Named Desire,” opposite Vivien 
Leigh, and “Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter?” among others. 

His film credits included “Way 
to the Stars,” “Tale of Five 
Women,” “Eight Iron Men,” “Flame 
and the Fiesh,” “Joe Macbeth,” 
“Stars in Your Eyes” and “Zarak.” 





LESLIE BURGESS 

Leslie Burgess, 60, author and 
laywright, died Aug. 9 in York, 
ng. He was a trustee of the Royal 
| Theatre, York. He was author of 
Fe | Brass,” play about 
George udson, known as the 
“Railway King,” who was respon- 
sible for setting up Britain's rail- 
way network. Play was first staged 
at the York Festival in 1951, and 
later was televised. 

His other included a dra- 
matization of “Captain Nicholas” 
and “Residents Only.” 
authored three novels. 


He also 





BILL CARROLL 
Bill Carroll, 51, executive secre- 
tary of Allied Theatre Owners of 
Indiana and recording secr@fary of 
National Allied, died suddenly of 





{a heart attack Saturday (9) in In- 
| dianapolis. 
| Carroll had no history of heart 
trouble. He collapsed while re- 
‘turning from a golf course. 

After working for Metro as a 
salesman for several years, Carroll 
'eame to ATOI in 1946 as exec sec- 
retary. He was made recording 
secretary of National Allied in 
| 1954. In 1957, Carro'l added to his 
Indiana and National Allied duties 
the jobs of exec secretary of the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio and providing bulletin and in- 
formational services for West Vir- 
ginia Allied. 

Wife and two sons survive. 





SYLVIA BERGER 
Sylvia Berger, 44, died Aug. 18 
of cancer in Memorial 
N.Y. She had been a member of 


ing for some years prior to 1947 
and had since been active in the 
|radio-video freelance script mar- 
|ket. Her best known connection 
with “Eternal Life” radio 
iseries sponsored by the Jewish 
| Theological Seminary. 





| was 


|. A graduate of Smith College and | 
on the staff of Time Mag prior to} 


joining CBS, the writer had been 
twice married. At her death she 
was Mrs. Albert Redman _ of 
| Jamaica. Her-widower is with the 
U.S. Bureau of Customs. They had 
|}a daughter, : 





KURT KATCH 

Kurt Katch, 62, longtime charac- 
ter actor, died Aug. 14 at a Los 
Angeles hospital while undergoing 
an exploratory operation for lung 
cancer. 
he was a veteran of the German 
and Austrian theatre, including 
Max Reinhardt’s School of Drama 
in Berlin. 

Katch had been a prisoner of war 
in Germany during World War I 
but escaped imprisonment in 





U.S. in 1938 where he acquired a 
long list of stage and motion pic- 
ture credits, last of which was 
|“The Young Lions.” 

| Surviving are his wife and three 
children, 





ROSIE BOOTE 
The Dowager Marchioness of 
Headfort, 80, musicomedy star of 
the 1890s and the first of London's 
Gaiety Girls to marry into the 


London, after a long illness. She 
was known professionally as Rosie 
Boote. 

Her biggest success was in “The 
Messenger Boy,” in which she sang 


a Dear.” She retired from the stage 


after her marriage in 1901. 
Two sons and a daughter survive. 


MOE KERMAN 





tack. 

Kerman was president of Tudor 
Pictures and Regal TV. He entered 
the film industry in 1915 with his 
father, David, an early Brooklyn 
exhibitor. Kermas was a member 
of the motion picture pioneers. 
His son, Arthur, is president of 
Goverpor TV. 

Other survivors include his wife, 
a daughter, and a grandson. 


WILLIAM A. CHARLES 

William A. Charles, 62, conduc- 
tor and arranger of the CBC Sym- 
phony Orchestra for the Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp., died Aug. 13 in 
Toronto. He was also a member of 
the Toronto Symphony. He took 
part in both the first radio and tv 
shows in Canada and went over- 
seas with the Canadian Army Show 
during World War II. 

Survived by his wife and two 
daughters. 


MRS, A. (ROONEY) ERICKSON 

Mrs. Annie G. (Rooney) Erickson, 
73, for whom the ballad “Little 
Annie wy was written, died 
Aug. 15 in New Bedford, Mass., 
after a brief illness. 

A composer in her own right, she 
wrote 33 songs and in 1949 signed 
a contract for use of her latest, 
“Oh, Ann,” in | films, tv and radio. 


MRS. DAVID P. O’MALLEY 
Mrs. David P. O'Malley, 52, wife 
of the | ad of Gomalco Produc- 
tions, died suddenly Aus. 18 in 
hospital in Burbank, Calif. 
er husband's firm packages 
“The George Show” and 
“Leave It To Beaver.” Gomalco 
is a hybrid of Gobel & O'Malley. 


MARJORIE BEATTIE MACKEY 

Marjorie Beattie Mackey, 44, vo- 
calist with a number of San Fran- 
‘cisco bands~in the '30’s and early 
|'40's, died Aug. 12 at her Hanford, 
Cal., heme. 

Husband, whom she married in 
1947 on her retirement, a sister 
and a brother survive. 


FLORENT SCHMITT 
Florent Schmitt, 87, French com- 
poser, died Aug. 17 in Neuilly, 





— 








Hospital, | 


the CBS Divsion of Program Writ- | 


Born in Grodno, Poland, | 


World War II by ileeing to the, 


British peerage, died Aug. 17 in| 


“Maisie Was a Darling, Maisie Was | 


France. A pupil of Jules Massonet 
and Gabriel Faure, he won the 
Prix de Rome in 1900 with a can- 
| tata called “Semiramis.” 

His first appearance in New 
| York was at Town Hall in 1932, 
}under auspices of the League of 
| Composers. Last year Paris award- 
| ed him its Grand Prix in Music. 


WATSON M. GORDON 

Watson M. Gordon, 75, retired 
| vice-president of McCann-Erickson, 
Inc., New York advertising firm 
died Aug. 11 in Pocasset, 
Before joining MeCann-Erickson in 
as manager. of the Boston 
| office, he served with Doremus & 
Co., advertising and publicity firm. 
| Two daughters and a sister sur- 
vive. 








PAUL W. PANZER 

Paul W. Panzer, 86, veteran film 
actor and one of the screen's eorl- 
iest heavies, died Aug. 16 in Holly- 
wood. After starting with Vila- 
graph in 1903, he appeared in more 
than 900 films. 

Surviving are a son and daugh- 
ter. 


THEODORE STURKOW-RYDER 


|} Theodora Sturkow-Ryder, 81, 
concert pianist and composer, died 
jin Oakland, Cal. Aug. 2. She 


}toured Europe and the U.S. many 
'times before settling in Oakland 
in 1947 to teach piano. 

Husband survives. 





Walter Tenbroeck Gassenheimer, 
52, an engineer at radio station 
| WQXR in New York, died Aug. 17 
in Perth Amboy, N.J., after a long 
illness. His wife Eleanor Hurley, 
publicity director of WQXR; his 
daughter, two sister and two 
brothers survive. 


Maurice Kostroff, 65, a member 





'of opera choruses for more than | 


30 years, including the Chicago, 
Metropolitan and New York City 
opera companies, died Aug. 13 at 
the Will Rogers Hospital, Saranac 
Lake, New York, after a long ill- 
| ness. 


wigan 
| Kate Terry Gielgud, 90, daugh- 
ter of actress Kate Terry and 
mother of Sir John Gielgud and 
Val Gielgud, head of BBC sound 
rama, died Aug. 13 in London. 


William H. Popham, 95, former 
owner of a theatre in Kamsack, 
Sask., died July 28 in Saskatoon, 
Sask. Two daughters, two sons, a 
sister and a brother survive. 


Albert J. Nicolini, 43, veteran 
member of the Hartford Sympho- 
ny, died in Hartford Aug. 11 after 
a long illness. Father, three broth- 
ers and a sister survive. 


| 
Vivien Oakland, 63, legit and film 
| actress, died Aug. 1 in Hollywood. 











Moe Kerman, 64, independent She was formerly partnered on the | Kennedy, London, Aug. 10. 
distributor, died Thursday (14) in , stage with her late husband John | leader of rock 'n’ ro/l singer ‘erry 


| Long Beach, N. Y. of a heart at- | 


T. Murray. 





John Henry, 76, retired vaude- 
| Ville and silent film actor, died 
| Aug. 12 in Winthrop, Mass. His wife 
and daughter survive. 


Jacinto Grau, 81, one of Spain's 
| best-known playwrights, died Aug. 
14 in Buenos Aires. 


Charlies E. S. Young, 63, actor 
and musician, died recently in Col- 
chester, Eng. 








Mother, 82, of film and stage 
star Rosalind Russell, died Aug. 11 
in Waterbury, Conn. 


Mother, 42, of singer Elvis Pres- 
ley, died Aug. 14 in Memphis, Tenn. 


Loew Proxy War? 


== Continued from page ( ae 


wan't to avoid a proxy fight like 
the plague, but if necessary we 
jhave the chips.” He conceded 
| that he could call on people with 
/more than 2,000,000 shares “who 
will go along with us.” 

Green, who became associated 
with Loew's as a staunch supporter 
of prexy Joseph R. Vogel, is said 
|to be unhappy with the progress 
| being made in cutting expenses 
|and in halting the losses of the 
| studio operation. ; 

| Other Wall Street sources dis- 
counted the possibility of a proxy 
bout and attributed the activity in 
Loew's shares to the public's in- 
terest In undervalued shares and 
the present speculative fever in 
the buying of stocks priced under 
$20. In addition, it’s said that 
Loew’s upcoming production pro- 
gram, with its emphasis on star 
names and top properties, has cre- 
lated interest in quarters that fol- 
low amusement stocks closely. Also 
cited as a factor is Loew's recent 
financial report which showed the 
company edging into the black at 
the three-quarter mark of its fiscal 
year. 

















Mass. | 


Paris Collections 


Continued from page ? “== 


Boussac, to the Duchess of Wind- 
sor—hatless like the pre -and to 
Saint-Laurent's mother, dressed in 
ja trapeze ‘outdated by the ending 
of the show) It scems that the 
boys don't tell their mamas any 
more 





—az 





The ‘Arch’ Has It 


When the first Modei »iroutted 
in, her skirt some 14 inclies from 
}the floor, and model afier model 
followed her in somber clothes 
with hemlines down to midealfi— 
the audience was too siunned to 
applaud The collection had the 
true stamp of Dior: each garment 
precision-ensineercd. The emblem 
is the Arcl arched hais, arched 
shoulders, and skirt suspended un- 
derneath the bust: short boleres 
like dandy’s costumes; coats with 
great “conspiratoi collars that 
hide the face (under te Diree- 
tcire everyone conspired) and, 
for eveninz, what a bv display 
of colers, brocades, embroideries, 
plumes and velvet ma: \ beau- 
-liful show, but no bombs save for 
| hemlines. 
| Manufacturers siormed the ris- 
jing star: “Idea Boy” Pierre Car- 
din, already darling of Seventh 
Avenue His coloriul, gay styles 
} are a shot in the arm and he’s not 
| afraid to let gir!s show their knees. 
| Several numbers are sure Fords 
| for 1959. 

Of course, no fashion opening 


without a 
She showed her 


;}would be compleie 
Chanel incident. 


eternal wel-cut suits for women 
} 

| who prefer simple elegance to 
ever-capricious change but, alas, 


few of the press got in to see her 
premiere. New president Jacques 
Heim and Chanel’s openings over- 
| lapped. “Coco” had said she 
would wait, but when the press ar- 
!rived, they found themselves lock- 
;ed out in the street. Had there 
been loose stones lying about the 
rue Cambon, Chanel would have 
had plenty of windows to replace. 
| When all was over and maga- 
|zine eds had rushed off pix and 
|sketches a government official— 
to stop piracy—issued a new order 
| Which he failed to announce: no 
pix or sketches can leave France 
without a written permit trom cou- 
|turiers, The intent was good, but 
the shot badly aimed: the pirates, 
|as usual, got their sketches ever. 
The magazines missed their dead- 
| lines, 


MARRIAGES 
Marianna Vinciguerra to Terry 
He's 


Dene’s music group. 
|_ Diana Fairfax to Derek Godfrey, 
| London, Aug. 9. Bride is an ac- 
tress; he’s an actor. 

Eileen Rodgers to William 
Thompson Jr., Pittsburgh, Aug. 
12. She's night club and record 
singer. 

Susan Yette to David Schmall, 
Buffalo, Aug. 16. Bride is the 
niece of Mrs. Louis W. Schine 
whose husband is secretary-treas- 
urer of the Schine circuit. 

Marcia Speller to Bill Wareham, 
| Pinner, Eng., recently. Bride’s a 
dancer; he’s an acrobat. 

;, Ann Dickins to Derek New, Lon- 
jdon, Aug. 13. She is a tv actress. 

He is a stage actor. 


BIRTHS | 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Firstenberg, 








daughter, New York, Aug. 17. 
Mother is daughter of Eugene 
Picker, Loew's Theatres vice-presi- 
dent. 

Mr.- and Mrs. Bob McAuliffe, 
|daughter, New York, Aug. 9. 


| Father is a danceband saxophonist: 
|mother is Ginger LaMare, former 
vocalist with Claude Thornhill’s 


| band. 
' Mr. and Mrs.~Erwin Rossner, 
|daughter, Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 


Father is general sales manager of 
N. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Morrison, 
;daughter, Hollywood, July 27, 
Mother is actress-ty commentator 
Jeanne Cagney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Charles, 
| daughter, San Rafael, Cal., July 27, 
Father's an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert H. Arkus, 
json, Aug. 11, in New York. Father 
| is Radio Freee Europe producer- 
director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lane Slate, son, 
New York, Aug. 8 Father is pro- 
ducer for NBC-TV's educational 
programming dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kohn, dauzh- 

iter, Hollywood, Aug. 14. Father 
jis writer on Ann Sothern tv serics; 
|}mother is daughter of Sam Jaffe, 
talent agency exec. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Lichtenstein, 
|boy, Aug. 12, Oakland, Cal Fa- 
ther’s chief film editor at KTVU, 
' Oakland. 





} 
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‘These record stars... 















PAT BOONE 


BILLY VAUGHN 
STEVE ALLEN 
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BILL FRAWLEY 
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